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BEVERLEY, Thomasi — was appointed captain of 
the Strombplo. on the loth of Jujie 1709, as fuc« 
ceflbr to captain brown. We do not find any other 
mention made of him, during the reign of queen Anne ; 
nor, indeed, in that of George the Firft which fucceeded, 
till the year 171 8, when he was appointed captain of the 
Montague, a fourth rate of fixty guhs, and ordered for the 
Mediterranean under (ir George Byhg. He very much 
diftinguiihed himfelf in the engagement with the opanrOi 
fleet off Me({ina, one of the enemy's fhips having flruck 
to the Montague, fupported by the Rupert. Captain 
fieverley remained in the Mediterranean during the con- 
tinuance of the war, but without meeting with any op- 
portunity of diftinguifhing himfelf beyond the ordinary 
routine of fervice. He did not long furvive his return to 
Endand, where he died on the a6th of June 172^. 

SROWN, Charles, — ^was introdu^d into the navy, as 
it is faid, under the fpecial prote£):ion and patronage of fir 
George Byng, afterwards lord Torrington. He was ap- 
pointed captain of the Strombolo^onthe i8th of March 
1709, but experienced a fate common to a number of 
brave atid diftinguiihed charaders. for a very copfideisdble 



4 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 

part of the early period of his fervice pafled on, and he 
remained totally undiftinguiftied and unnoticed. The firft 
mention we ever find made of him, fgbfequent to his 
firft appointment, is in the year 1712, -A^hen he com- 
manded the York, of fixty guns, pnc of the fleet fent 
into the Baltic under fir G. Byng... Hc^id not long con- 
tinue in the above fhip, nor da We 'If kow any to which he 
was afterwards appointed, tilF trfc^year 1726, when he was 
made captain of the Advice,-^ fourth rate of fifty guns, alfo 
one of the Baltic fleets 'iJornow under the command of fir 
Charles Wager. • Thi^.flVip was, on the return of the fleet, 
ordered for Sheerncis to be laid up ; and captain Brown 
was, in the nlo^mli'dr February following, appointed to the 
Oxford, ^/>Jrx<y guns, in which we believe him to have 
ferved >gjiin, 'under fir C. Wager, during his expedition to 
thf-IVIe'diterranean, for the protection of Gibraltar, which 
^5s fbbn after formally befieged by the Spaniards. 

His next appointment appears to have been to the 
Buckingham, of feventy guns, about the year I73i> one 
of the fleet which had been previoufly kept in a ftate of 
equipment for a confiderable fpace of time, and was in 
the above year ordered again for the Mediterranean under his 
former admiral, fir C. Wager. We find no notice taken 
of this worthy and brave man after his return till his ap- 

S ointment, about the year 1738, to be commander of the 
lampton Court, in which fhip he was ordered immediately 
for Jamaica; on which ftation he commanded as feriior 
oflScer, with a fmall fquadron, till the arrival of Mr. 
Vernon at the latter end of the year 1739. Previous, 
however, to this taking place, the Spaniards having ma- 
nifefted ftrong and frequent indications of an hoftile dif- 
pofition, Mr. Brown refolved at leaft to retaliate on them 
for infults fo frequently repeated, and battered down a 
fort which they were then erefting between the Matterfes 
and the Havannah. Left it may be thought he adied with 
too much precipitation on the foregoing occafion, it m^y 
not be improper to obferve, he z&ed not merely in confor- 
mity to his own feelings but in ftrift obedience to inftruc- 
tions he received ^ from England, for as foon as it was 
forefeen a war was unavoidable, the Brilifti miniftry took 
the proper meafures for attacking the enemy in the Weft 
Indies, the South Seas, and every other part of the wpi^ld 

' where 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 5 

where they were thought to be mod vulnerable. Orders 
were fpecially fent out to Mr. Brown to make every pof- 
fible reprifal, and negleft no opportunity of diftrefling the 
enemy to the utmoft of his power. Mr. Brown having 
joined the vice-admiral at Port Royal on the 28th of 
Oftober, the attack and conqueft of Porto Bello took place 
immediately afterwards. This having been already gene- 
rally related, and at fome length, it is needlefs to take 
notice of this event otherwife than in iiich parts as the 
commodore was more particularly engaged in. 

The attack of the iron fort was led by the commodore^ 
it being generally cuftomary, in fmall fquadrons, to aflign 
that poft of honour to the fecond in command. Unfor- 
tunately when the (hip came within a cable's length of • • 
the objeft of aflault, it was fuddenly becalmed by the high 
land to windward, and befbre the guns could be brought 
to bear on the enemy, was expofed to a very fmart can- 
nonade. As foon, however, as the fhip could get to its 
proper ftation and was brought to an anchor, it feemed, in 
an inftant, as Campbell exprefles himfelf, a cloud of per- 
petual thunder, and appeared to the reft of the fleet to be 
all on fire. This may eafily be credited, if we believe^ 
and as we have no reafoh to doubt, the.afleition of the 
fame author, that four hundred cannon-ftot were fired 
from that fhip in the fpace of iweniy-five tninutcs. All 
hiftorians are unanimous in beftowing the higheft com- 
mendations on this very brave and experienced officer ; 
and there are not wanting thofe who, with much appear- . 
ance of rcafon on their fide, aiTert, without the fmalleft 
wifh of taking away from the merit of the renowned and 
popular Vernon, that the commodore contributed, in at 
leaft an equal fhare with him, to this very fpeedy and im- 
portant conqueft. 

After the redudion of the place ; the demolition of the 
Gloria caftle, and St. ■ Jeronimo fort, were particularly 
committed to thd commodore's fuperintendance by the 
vice-admiral. The whole of the fervice intended to be 
cfFefted by the foregoing expedition being completely car- 
ried into execution, the fquadron returned to Jamaica; 
and when Mr. Vernon failed in the month of February 
following intending to bombard Carthagena, and to annoy 
the Spaniards ftill farther by an attack on fort Chagre, he 

A3 . left 
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left Mr. Brown to commaiid in his abfence, with the 
Hampton Court, Worcefter, Diamond, and Torrington^ 
tint force being deemed Aifficient for its prote£tion and 
fecuritjr. Mr. Brown did not long remain at Jamaica, 
returning to England, in the courfe of the fummer, with a 
convoy^ having removed his broad pendant^ as we be- 
lieve, into the Diamond. He, almoft immediately on his 
arrival, again hoifted a broad pendant, as cofnmodore, oii 
board the Duke, of ninety giins : but nothing material took 
place in the European feas. 

On the promotion of Mr^ Mathews to the Mediter- 
ranean command, in the month of March 1741-2, the 
6(&ce of commiflionef of the navy, refident at Chatham, 
^hich he had previoufly enjoyed, became vacant. Mr. 
Brown was appointed his fuccelTor, and continued till his 
death, which happened on the 23d of March i753-4> to 
fill that ftation with the fame unhlemiflied reputation 
which had, in the more a6live line of fervice, attended all 
the former appointments he had ever received. 

CARLTON, or CHARLTON, St. John. - His 
ftapie being thus varioufly fpelt on different occafions, 
was appointed captain of the Gofport on the loth of 
November 1709. He was very foon afterwards promoted 
to the Montague, a (hip^ which we believe, he continued to 
command during the vrar, being principally employed as 
a cruifer in the Channel. He met with tolerable fuccefs 
having captured feveral prizes^ which, although they were 
o( inconuderable value and confequence, prove him to 
have been at leaft an zQive^ if not a fortunate commander. 
We find no mention made of him after the concluiion of 
the war till the year 1716: he then comidanded the 
Lively frigate, one of the cruifers Rationed otf the weftem 
coaft of Scotland to prevent the introduAion of any fup-» 
plies into that kingdom for the fupport of the Pretender 
atui his adherents. Here alfo he was equally adive and 
much more confequentially fuccefsful than wten employed 
on a fimilar fervice in the preceding reign, having in« 
fercepted feveral veflels*, laden with arms and ammnni- 
tion, intended for the rebel army. We find no mention 



* The mod confequential of theCe was a (hip called the Due dc 
Vendofmcy ffiouDtiog fourteen gQiUi taken about the latter end of 
ikfrii« 

made 
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made of him after this time till 1720^ when be com- 
manded the Kingfton, of (ixty guns, one of the fleet ordered 
for the Baltic under fir T< Norris. He quitted this command 
on the return of the TOet to England, at the clofe of the 
year ; and we are again ignorant of any particulars ccm- 
cerning him till he was, in the ye^ <7349 appointed 
captain of the Norfolk^ of eightv guns, one of the fleet 
GoUe&ed for Channel fervice under his former admiral^ 
fir John Norris. This is the laft commiflion we have 
any proof of his having held, and we believe him to have 
retired foon afterwards from the fervice« He died in 
JEngland fome time in the year fjA-t. 

CLARK, Williamy-p-was, on the 8th of March 1709, 
appointed captain of the HeSor, and foon afterwards was 
ordered for Barbadoes, on which ftation he made feveral 
prizes, and we believe continued during the remainder 
of the war. We find no other mention made of this 

f^ntleman, the mere date of his death excepted, whidl 
appened on the 27th of Auguft 1727^ 

DRAKE, Francis,*?— was, on the2ifl:*of Auguft 1709, 
appointed captain of the Hunter firefhip. No other 
mention is made of him till after the acceflion of king 
George the Firft. In 17 15 he commanded the Swallow,^. 
of fifty guns, one of the fleet fent to the Baltic under fir 
John Norris : after which time we are again ignorant of^ 
any particulars concerning him till the year 1718, when 
he was appointed to the Dunkirk, of fixty guns, one of 
fir George Byng*s fleet on the Mediterranean expedition, 
and was consequently one of thofe fortunate commanders 
who had, by their-bravery and good condu£t, the happi- 
nefs of contributing to the very memorable vi^ory ob- 
tained over the Spaniih fleet. No mention is ''made of 
his having been re-appointed to any other fiiip after his 
return to England. H& died,, as feme fay, in the year 
1726; but, according to other accounts, not till the ywr 
1729. In Hardy's lift he is faidto have.been appointed 
an admiral, and to have received the honour of knight* 
hood : the firft is eviclently a miftake ; and the latter we 
do not entirely credit. A fir William Drake, who was 
a baronet, w^s one of the commiflioners of the admiralty 
during: the latter part of the reign of queen Anne. This 

A 4' circum* 
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circumftance may probably have occafioned the confufion, 
and the additibn of the above fpurious honours. 

EATON, Nicholas, -i- was, on the nth of March 
1709, appointed captain of the Winchelfea frigate; and 
this is the only mention we find made of hiqi during the 
reign of queen Anne. A confiderable time, indeed, 
elapfed, after the acceflion of king George the Firft, be- 
fore we find him holding any commifRon : the firft is in 
the year 171 7, when he was appointed to the Chefter, of 
fifty guns, one of the fhips oitlered to be equipped for 
the Baltic unrder fir George Byng. We believe, how- 
ever, owing to his having receivrf his commiflion very 
late in the leafon, that the (hip was not in a condition to 
proceed on that fervice by the time the fleet failed. His 
next command appears to have been that of the Dartmouth, 
which, as well as the former, was a fourth rate of fifty 
guns. In this (hip he accompanied fir John Norris to 
the Baltic in the year 1720, as he did again in the 
following year, and, on the return of the fleet, was 
promoted to the Kingfton, of fixty guns. 

In 1726 he failed, for a third time, on the fame kind 
of fervice under fir Charles Wager, being then com- 
mander of the Afliftance of fifty guns. This is the laft 
mention we find made of him except the mere date of his 
death, which happened, in England, on the 5th of April 
1729. 

GAY, or GRAY, Charles, — is known only as 
having been appointed captain of the Nightingale on the 
a3d of March 1709, and of the Dolphin early in the year 
1712. He died feme time in the courfe of that year. 

GORDON, George, — was, on the g{\\ of April 1709, 
appointed to command the LoweftofFe frigate. He was 
ordered immediately afterwards to North America ; and 
in the following year ferved under commodore Martin in 
the fortunate expedition againft Port Royal, fince called 
Annapolis. Involved as he is in one common fate with a 
multitude of other brave men, we can only repeat the regret 
i/irt have before frequently exprefled, at having fo little to 
record concerning them, except the account of the fervices 
on which they were from time to time employed. In 
17 1 5 he commanded the Advice of fifty guns, one of the 
fleet ordered for the Baltic under fir John Norris. In 

s ^717 
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1717 he commanded the Pearl, of forty guns, one of the 
(hips ordered to be equipped for the fame' fervice as the 
preceding, under fir George Byng ; but we doubt whether 
he ever proceeded thither. We have no account of his 
having held any commiiCon after this time ; nor, indeed, 
have we been able to procure any other information con- 
cerning him, except that he died on the 12th of July 
1732. 

HARDY, Sir Charles, — was, on the 28th of June 
1709, made captain of the Dunwich, and ftatiQned as a 
cruifer in the German Ocean* The moft confequential 
information we have to record of him during the time he 
was thus employed is, that in the month of February 
1709-10, he captured a privateer which, though of no 
greater force than ten, guns, had done confiderable mif- 
chief among the coading trade. He was afterwards fent 
to the Weft Indies with the fquadron under the conmiand 
of commodore Littleton ; but we have been unable to dif- 
cover the name of the (hip he was captain of. Although 
we belieVe him to have had many appointments in the 
intermediate time, yet we find no mention whatever made 
of him till the year 171 5, when he commanded 'the 
Guernfey, of fifty guns, one of the fquadron fent to the 
Baltic under fir John Norris. In 1710 he was captain 
of the Defiance, a fourth rate of fixty guns, one of the fleet 
again fent on the fame fervice, and alfo under fir J. Norris. 
He quitted that (hip on the return of the fleet to England, 
and we are again ignorant of the fervices on which he was 
employed, till the year 1726, when he commanded the 
Grafton, of feventy guns, one of the fquadron intended to 
be fent, under the orders of fir Charles Wager, to the fame 
quarter with the preceding. On what particular account 
we know not; but, either owing to indifpofition, or fome 
other caufe, he quitted this command before the fquadron 
failed, and was (ucceeded by Mr. Vernon. 

He was very foon after appointed to the Stirling Caftle, 
of feventy guns, and drdered for the Mediterranean, where 
he ferved, during the two fucceeding years, under the 
admirals, Hopfon and fir Charles Wager, the latter hav- 
ing been, in the month of January 1727, fent out with a 
reinforcement, and to take upon him the command, in 
confequence of the attack menaced by the Spaniards on the 

fortrcfs 
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fortrefs of Gibrahar- The events of this expedition vrert 
almoft too uninterefling to require any particular detail, 
even in the memoirs of the admirals who commanded it^ 
But fo much is it the lefs neceifary to enter on it in the 
prefent inftance, or to record a dull routine of cruiies un- 
^(linguifhed by any event fo memorable as to be worth 
relating. 

He returned with fir Charles Wager to England in the 
month of April 1 728 ^ and we find no other mention mad# 
of him previous to his being, on the 6th of April 1742, 
promoted to be rear-admiral of the blue, except that, 
during a part of the above intermediate fpace of time he 
was captain of the Royal Caroline yacht, a ftation he held 
when he experienced the above advancement. Juft before 
the time of his promotion to be a flag oflScer he received 
the honour of knighthood : and after having been farther 
advanced, on the 7th of December 1743, to be vice-ad- 
miral of the blue, was, on the i 3th of the fame month, 
appointed one of the commiflioners of the admiralty. 
£arly in the year 1744, he was fent to command a 
fquadron, confiding of eleven fhips of the line, ordered to 
the Mediterranean to convoy tiuther a confiderable number 
of victuallers and ftoreftiips for the relief of the Britifh 
fleet in that fea. Sir Charles put into Lifbon, 
where he was for fome time detained by contrary winds ; 
and the French, having intelligence of his arrival there, 
difpatched a fquadron of fourteen (hips of the line, from 
Bred, which blocked him up till he was relieved, in the 
month of July, by admiral Balchen : they proceeded to- 
gether to Gibraltar ; and the object of fir Charles's expe- 
dition being eflfe£ted, he returned back to England. 
During his abfence he was, on the 19th of June 1744, 
again advanced to be vice-admiral of the red. He did not 
long furvive and enjoy thefe fo rapidly-progreffivc promo- 
tions, dying at his hoqfe, in the admiralty, on the 27th 
of November 1744, with the univerfal reputation of a 
truly honourable and worthy man. 

HERBERT, James, — was, on the 30th of September 
1709, appointed captain of the Looe. We find no other 
mention made of hiitkin the fervice, which he quitted on 
May 22, 1716, refigning his half-pay at the fame time. 
He was immediately afterwards chofen repref<int^tive in 
6 parlia* 
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|pai)iament for the town of Queenboroujb. The time of 
ois death i$ unknown to us, 

HOULDING, WiUiam^-^was, on the 15th of Junt 
1709, appointed cajptain of the Adventure; but no other 
mention is made oi him in the fomce^ He died on the 
15th of November 1731- 

HUBBARD, Nathaniel,— is a gentleman whofe mif^ 
fortune it is to be equally unnoticed. He was, on tha 
27th of May 1 709, appointed captain of the Fortune ; and 
^ied on the 30th of December 1731* 

JACOBS, Thomas,-«-was, on the 26th tif April 1709^ 
^ppcHntipd captain of the Sweepftakes*; During the time 
he held this command he was principally employed, in 
convoying the trade to and from Portugal and the Weft 
Inc&es* No mention is made of him ^ter this time till 
the year 1717 : he Was then captain of the Diamond, « 
fifth rate of forty guns, ordered to be equipped for the 
Baltic, but which, not being ready in time, we believe 
never proceeded thither. We do not find him mentioned 
as holding anv command after thi&time^ and believe that^ 
ditring a<:on(iderable part of the latter end of his life, he 
liad totally retired from the fervice^ Heidied at Green* 
wich oii the 15th of February 174S. 

LISLE, Toby,— .was, on the ad of Se|>tember 1709, 
appointed captain of the Succefs ftoreihipt. He was in 
the following year promoted to the Diamond and ordered 
for the Weft Indies, where, in the courfe of the enfuing 
iummer, he had very considerable fuccefs againft the 



* Captain Mead Iras lakeo, on tile i6lh preceding, in a fhip called 
the Sweepfiakes, fo that this veflel muft either have been retaken^ of 
Hrliich circumftance no mention is made in hiflory, or that, to vhich 
thiigentkman was appoint^, maft have been a new (hipjaft laanched, 
tod fo aamed to foiMr the place of that whkh hnd been captured. 

t A gentleman of this sa«ie commaoded the Refolution, a third 
rate, one. of the ihips lod on the coaft of SulTex, in the Great Storm, 
on the ^6th of November 1703, All the perfons on board were 
faved. No other peribn of the name of Lifle appears to have been 
• naval •commander previous to this time : but fuppofing this gentle- 
imui to have been one and the fame perfon wkfa the commaiuler oC 
t]ieRe(<^tttioB, he could rt that tivat having been only aAading com* 
maader* without the perfnanent rank of captain in the n«vy, the date 
^f hif firS coxnmiflion beipg as above giveb. 

cnemv. 
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cnemy^ having captured many valuable fhips under cir^ 
cumflances which refleded on him the highelt honour* 
He returned to England foon afterward. In 171 1, he 
ftill continuing to command the Diamond, was ordered 
to accompany fir Hovenden Walker, an hundred leagues 
to the weftward of Scilly, when he failed on his unfortunate 
expedition againft Quebec : he 'then parted company, to- 
gether with the Bedford galley ancj Experiment, having 
under their proteftion a fleet of merchantfliips bound for 
Lifbon. Little mention is made of him in the line of fer- 
vice after this time ; nevertheiefs we are confident he was 
fcarcely ever unemployed. *■ 

He commanded a frigate on the Weft India ftation in 
the year 1719, and very unluckily fell into fome difpute 
with the matter of a merchant-fhip : in confequence of 
it, an affront of fo grofs a nature pafled between them^ 
that, what are called the laws of honour, rendered it ne- 
ceflary they ihould appeal to the moft common, but at 
the fame time the worn of all modes, of deciding fuch dif- 
ferences. Captain Lifle fell a vid:im to it, proving that 
at leaft he was not deficient in fpirit, however he might 
have himfelf offended, or been offended, according to the 
laws of decorum or politenefs. 

NORBURY, Conoingft)y, — was, on the 12th of 
January 1708-9, appointed captain of the Lark. We do 
not find any other mention made of him during the reign 
of queen Anne, but in 17 15 he was commiffioned to die 
Bonadvenlure, of fifty guns, one of the fleet ordered to the 
Baltic under fir John Norris. In the following year he 
^as appointed to the command of the Argyle of fifty guns, 
under rear-admiral Cornwall, who was fent out to the 
Mediterranean as fuccefTor to Mr. Baker, He continued 
on that ftation feveral years; ferving, in 171 8, under fir 
George Byng, Mr. Cornwall on the arrival of the- former 
having removed his flag into the Shrewfljury. Captain 
Norbury diftinguifhed himfelf exceedingly in the memor- 
able aftion with the Spanifti fleet, having led the detach- 
ment, ordered under captain Walton, to purfue the divifion 
of fix fhips of war, with the gaJKes and fmaller veflfels, 
commanded by the marquis de Mari, which fcparated 
from the Spanifh fleet previous to the commencement of 
the engagement, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Cornwall removed his flag back into the Argylc 
after the viftory, being ordered to convoy the captured 
ihips into Mahon : and nothing memorable enough to 
merit recital took place during the time Mr. Norbury 
continued captain of the above ihip. We do not find 
him in any other command till the year 1727, when he 
was appointed to the Revenge, of feventy guns, one of the 
(hips compofing the fquadron, under fir John Norris, 
which was ordered to the Bahic^ On his return from this 
fervice he was fent to Gibraltar to convoy thither fome 
vidluallers and (lorefhips ; and was in{lru£ted to put him- 
felf, 00 his ''arrival there, under the command of fir 
Charles Wager. He continued there till thefiege of 
Gibraltar was raifed, and the difpute with the Spaniards 
was concluded; but without any opportunity of diflin- 
guifhipg himfelf, as the naval tranfadions during the 
whole of the period alluded to, even when taken collec- 
tively, afforded not fufl!icient interefl to excite particular 
attention, or require any enlarged detail. Captain Nor- 
bury returned to England with fir Charles, his admiral, in 
the year 1728 ; and was, in the month of July, appointed 
to the Kent. In the following year he commanded the 
Berwick, which was alfo a third rate of feventy guns, one 
of the fleet collefted, alfo under fir Charles Wager, for the 
purpofe of checking thofe depredations which the Spaniards 
had molt wantonly begun to renew. This fleet, hovvr 
ever, did not proceed to fea. Captain Norbury retained 
the fame command feveral years, and in 1731 accompa- 
nied fiT Charles Wager to the Mediterranean, on hisbemg 
fent thither with a fleet to fettle the difpute which ap- 
pearied to be afifing between the emperor of Germany and 
the king of Spain, and to put the Infant Don Carlos into 
poflTeflion of the Italian dominions bequeathed him by the 
duke of Parma, We do not find captain Norbury to 
have enjoyed any command after the above time, nor 
do we meet with any other mention made of him, except 
that he died on the 12th of July 1734- 

OCKMAN, William. — We know nothing of this 
gentleman till his appointment, on the 8th of March 
1709, to be captain of the Folkftone. We do not find 
any mention made of him, after the time above-men- 
tioned, till the year 1734, when he commanded the Or- 
ford^ of feventy guns; fo that at Icaft the major part of his 

inter-*. 
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faitennediate appointments mud have been of very littTo 
confequence, as none of them are particularly mentioned^ . 
Captain Ockman dtd not long retain his command, for in 
Ae month of June following we find captain Man, hi$ 
fbcceflbr in the Orford, No other particulars concern-^ 
ing him have come to our knowledge, except that h^ 
died feme time in the courfe of the year 1740. 

PASTON, Robert, — was, on the 8th of June Jjog^ 
appointed captain of the Feverfham, a frigate of thirty- 
fix guns. He was, not long afterwards, fent on the North 
American ftation ; and very much diftinguHhed him- 
felf in the following year, under commodore Martin, 
in the attack of Port Royal in Acadia, now called Nova 
Scotia. He was ordered to join fir Hovenden 
Walker, who, in the year 171 1> commanded the 
unfortunate expedition againft Qiiebec. The frigate^ 
iavrng been previoufly fent to Virginia for fome pro- 
vifions which had been collected and ftored in that colony, 
and being moreover miferably deficient as to her compli- 
t»ent of men, was not able to reach Cape Breton, his 
appointed rendezvotis, till after misfortune had compelled 
the remains of that once formidable armament to return 
to Engbnd. This unavoidable delay did not, however, 
preferve captain Pafton from being involved in a more 
miferable and untimely fate ; haftening to carry his in- 
ftruftions into execution, andjoin fir Hovenden, his fliip 
foundered in a gale of wind off Cape Breton, near the en- 
trance of the river St. Lawrence, on the 7th of Oftober 
171 1 ^ the greater p^rt of the crew peri flying with himfelf 
and the fhip. 

PURVIS, George, — ^was in the year 1707, made com- 
mander of the Dunkirk's Prize, a frigate of twenty-fotnr 
- guns, but^which was only rated as a Qoop of war, and 
CQnfequcrttly did not entitle Mr. Purvis to the rank of 
captain in the Navy* He was immediately ordered to 
the Weft Indies, where he ferved wkh very diftingulfhed 
reputation, under commodore, afterwards fir Charles 
Wager. In the following year the commander-in-chief 
received inftrudions to fend captain Pu^^vis to England 
■with the fquadron and convoy returning home under com- 
modore John Edwards, The Ihip, hov^ever, was in fa 
l>ad a condition that Mr* Wager aid not think it prudent 
to trult it on fo dangerous a paflage at 1^^ critical a feafon 
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of the year; and accordingly changing its deflinatioHp 
ordered captain Purvis out on a (hort cruifei in company 
with the Monmouth' In this little expedition, if it may 

"-be fo termed, thev had the good fortune to capture twa 
valuable prizes, bound from Rochelle to Petit Guavas. 
Captain Purvis being ordered out foon afterward to cruife 
on the north fide of Hifpaniola, unfortunately, through 
die ignorance of the Pilot, ran on a ledge of rocks, being 
at that time in chace of a French (hip which juft before, 
in hopes of faving herfelf, ran afliore near Cape Francois, 
The Medway's Prize being in very bad condition, aiul 
«ctremely weak, very foon bulged. This accident, un- 
fortunate as it was to the fervice in general, proved the 
foundation of the higheil honour and fame to captaia 
Purvis, for having got, with fome of his men, on a fmall 
key, or low uninhabited ifland, within gun-(hot of th^ 
French fliip, he prepared to attack the enemy with 
his boats, and a canoe which he had got pofTeflion of, fup- 
ported by a platform he had haftily conftru&ed, and 
on which he had mounted two or three of the (hip's guns. 
The French feeing thefe cautious, and at the fame deter* 
mined preparations, were too timid to refift any longer;, 
they demanded quarter and furrendered the (hip on the 
(ingle condition of being fet on (hore. The fpirit of Mr. 
Purvis on the foregoing occafion was the more deferving 
of praife, as upwards of twenty of his people refufed to 

^aflift him and join in the attempt, which they timidly 
fuppofed it was'impoflible to fucceed in. Thefe captain 
Purvis left, very properly, to purfue their own inclinations ; 
;ind having embarked all his gallant followers and fup- 

Sorters on board the prize, which they got oflF fronj^ the 
lore without mudh difBculty, arrived fafe with them at 
Jamaica. Commodore Wager having tranfmitted th^ 
account of the foregoing very gallant tranfai^ion to the 
commiflioners of the admiralty, they very properly pro- 
moted Mr. Purvis to the rank of captain in the navy, 
appointing him, on the 22d of May 1709, to command 
the Coventry frigate. He did not long remain in this 
v-eflel, being advanced, on the 24th of September follow- 
ing, to thp more confequential command of the Portland, 
Z fourth rate of fifty guns. In 1 710 he was employed in 
this ibip, uhder ttie orders of captain Aldred, on the 
Newfoundland ftation^ and very much diilinguifbed him- 
*■ ■' ' ■• ' ■ ■• ■ - ■ Jelf 
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fclf in the attack of the French fcttlements on that coaft, 
of which fufficient mention has been already made in the 
lives of captains Aldred and Pudner. 

We do not, extraordinary and fingular as it may ap^ 
pear, find any mention made of captain Purvis after this 
time, till the year 1 721, when he commanded the Durfley 
galley, a fmall frigate fitted out to accompany the fquadron 
vnder the admirals Wager and Hofier, but which the 
timely and prudent conceffion of the Portuguefe prevented 
from ever putting to fea. He continued captain of the 
fame vefTel, Vithoiit interruption, for feveral years, oc- 
cafionally employed on fuch fervices as the neceffities of 
government require in time of peace. In 1726 he ac- 
companied fir Charles Wager to Gibraltar; on which 
Itation he continued to ferve during the fiege, but without 
meeting with any remarkable occurrence. After his 
return from thence, in 1728, he was appointed captain of 
the Monmouth, of feventy guns, as fucceflbr to Mr. 
Balchen ; but the fleet never appears to have put to fea 
d^^ing the time Mr. Purvis retained the above appoint- 
ment, and we have no proof, that we can depend on, of 
his having held any naval command after this time. In 
J 734-5 he was appointed comptroller of the treafurer of 
the navy's accounts, an office he held till the year 1 740-1, 
and in which fome inform us he died ; but the date of hi$ 
deceafe, as given us in re^r-admiral Hardy's lift, is I748« 

Rpyi^Of^pS, Thomas, — )vas, on the 21ft ©f Sep-i^ 
tember 1709, appointed captain of the Coventry; and, 
in 1715, we find him captain of the Royal Arjne galley, ^ 
frigate of thirty- four guns, one of the fleet in the North 
Sea under fir Geo. Byng. No other mention being made 
of him we have realon to believe he never obtained the 
command of a fhip of the line. He died on the loth 
of March iJiQ* 

SAPSFORD, John, — is known only as having been 
appointed captain of the Sufiblk Hag boat on the 18th of 
March 1709. Even the time of his death is unnoticed. 

SAUNDERSON, Ralph,— was the eldeft fon of fir 
W. Saunderfon, of Combe near Greenwich, in the county 
of Kent, knight banneret, of whom wc (hall have here- 
after to give fome account, and Drury, one of the daugh- 
ters and coheirs of fir William Wray, of Afhby in the 
county of Lincoln, baronet, Mr. Saunderfon having 

enterei 
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fleered into the fea-fervice, and regularly paflTed thsoug^ 
the feveral fubordinate ftatlons, was, on Oftober 17^ 
1 709, promoted to the command of the Maj-y gglley^ H|? 
j:ontinued captain of the fame veffel, wp believe till the 
/end of the war, principally employed, duripg that periocf^ 
as a cruifer in the Channel, a fervice he execute^ witlj 
pdvantage to his country ajid emolument to himfelf, W9 
fio not find any other mention made of him after tli^ 
acceffion of king G.eorge the Firft, ejfcept tj^a/ Ije dip^ 1^ 
England on the 30th of April 1718. 

SMITH, Nichd[as,^f-was, on rfie 8t{i pf March 1709. 
appointed captain of the pnterprife frigate. Jle contjnue4 
pommander of this fhip till the conclufjon of the wgr. 
employed nearly during the whole time as a cruifef, ^ 
fervice in which he had very fingular fuccefe,' particularly 
Jn the year 171 2, having, in the month of February alon^^ 
captured two valuable merchant- (hips, and a frigate, be-* 
longing to Rochfort, mounting 36guns^ called jhe Loire. 

After the acceffion of king George ihe JFirljt he wajj 

Sromoted to the Centurion, of fifty gjuns, and fept to th^ 
ialtic with the fleet under fir John Norris ; as he wa^ 
again in 1717, with fir George Byng, beipg then captair^ 
of the Jerfey. After this time we are ignorant of any 
particulars concerning him, except that he died in Englan(J 
jon the 7th of July 1721. 

STOREY, Edward,— was, on the 17th of June 17.09; 
made captain of thcCharles galley. It is not jmprojjabl^ 
he was the fon of captain James §torey, whom we hav^ 
formerly had occafion to give fome account of*; but of 
Ifhis we have no proof to be implicitly felled on. Thi^ 
gentleman is taken no farther notice of till the year 171 7; 
when he conimanded the Chatham^ a fourth rate of fifty 
^uns, one of the fhips ordered, under fir John Norris, t^ 
the Balric; frpm whence he returned in the beginning of 
November, a few days Ijefore the body of the fleet, havr 
ing, in conjun6lion with the Gloucefler and Hampfhire; 
the homeward-bound trade under convoy. Captain iE. 
Storey, as well as the former gentleman of the fam« 
jriame, is faid to liave been a man poflelTed of an uncom* 
xnon fund of natural humour, aided by the fti'ongeft^ 
Aough ai 4:he iame time moft innocent excentricity of 

* Vohl. p.^gB. 
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inincf. A number of anecdotes, which it is foreign to oof 
purpofe to relate, al! exemplifying the above charaaer, 
V^ Ain traditionally preferved among feamen. The 
Remembrance of his innocent gaiety and lively fpirit 
cauied univerfal lamentation at his death, which happened 
«n the 14th of June 1727, and excited a degree of public 
grief, which the moil popular chara£le)r might have beheld 
With envy. 

STEWART, James, — was, on the 14th of January 
1709^ appointed captain of the Greyhound : he was after- 
Wards promoted to the Dartmouth^ of fifty g^ms, and fent 
to the Mediterreanean, where he continued during the 
Remainder of the war, but without meeting with any 
fnemorable opportunity of diftinguilhing himfelf beyond 
others his brave cotemporaries. In 171 6 he was captain 
of the Aldborough frigate, and employed in cniifing among 
the Hebrides, or iflands off the wefterncoaft of Scotland, 
to prevent the introdudion of any lupplies into that 
country for the ufc of the rebel ai^y. In 17 17 he was 
^dptain of the Royal Anne galley, a frigate attached to the 
fquadron under admiral Aylmer, which convoyed the king 
to Holland, Few men who have lived to attain the very 
high rank in the fervice which this gentleman afterwards 
t^erydefervedly reached, ever paffed that part of their time, 
durmg which they were private commanders in fuch com- 
plete obfcurity, no mention being ever made of him, nor 
can we iind his name inferted in any of the lines of battle 
Ikiade out, during the above period, as commander of any 
fhip of two decks till the year 1741, at which time he 
commanded the Cuiiiberland, of eighty guns*» We are 
perfuaded notwHhftanding, that he was very frequently 
employed, moft probably in the command of guardfhips, 
or Rationed frigates, which pafs totally unnoticed in time 
of peace,, unlefs fome very extraordinary occurrence (bould 
bring them forward to public view. The extreme difficulty, 
not to fay impodibility of developing the employments. 



He commanded this (hip during the whole year, it was one 
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and tracing ihc different tranfadlions of perfons whofe 
condui5t has noi been in fome degree conrpicuous, may 
cafiiy be credited, and has proved one of ihe moft infiir- 
moutilablc bars to (lie completion of the biographical 
hiftory of any particular clafs of men. The defeS is not, 
as we have before obfer^'ed, to be remedied by any other 
means than private cominunications from the immedi- 
ate relations or defccndants of the perfori in qiieftion i and, ' 
as in the prefent inAance, where that is wanting we can 
only lament the deficiency. 

At length, after a long fervice of near thirty-four years 
in the ftation of a private commander, he was, on April 6, 
1742, promoted to be rear-admiral of the blue. His ad- 
vancement was now as rapid as it previoufly had been 
flow; on the 9th of Aiiguft 1743, he was appointed 
rear-admiral of the white, and on the 7th of December 
following vice-admiral of the blue. In 1744 he ferved 
as fecond in commaLtd of the fleet fent to Liibon, under 
the unfortunate fir J . Balchen, to relieve fir C. Hardy, who 
was blocked tip in the Tagus by a very fuperior French 
force i and, previous to his failing on that fervice, was, on 
the 19th of June, advanced to be vice-admiral of the red. 
He does not appear to have ever gone to fea as a naval 
comma ruJ e r afttr his return to England; but, on the 15th 
of July 1747, was made admiral of the while, and de- 
clared, as il is faid by fome, on November 22, 1750, 
admiral and commander-in-chief of the fleet. We rather 
apprehend the above date to be erroneous as to the year, 
the appointment having, as we believe, taken place on the 
22d of November 1751, in confequence of the death of 
fir Chaloncr Ogle, who previoufly enjoyed it. Admiral 
Stewart died in ilie above very elevated lUtion on the 30ih 
of March 1757. 

TREVOR, Robert,— was, on the 2d of March 1709, 
appointed ctft^ia of ihc Royal Ann galley. No otha 
mention is made of him till after the acceflion of George 
ilie Firfti a confiderable difficulty then arifes, there hav- 
ing been two naval commanders of the fame name, and 
oil difcrimination being made in any accoimt that is given 
of their lerviccs: this confufion contitiues till the year 
1723, when captain Robert Trevor is particularly diftin- 
guilhed &s commander of the Bredah, of feventy guns ; 
B 2 but 
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but of fo little confequence was the purpofe for which that 
and other (hips were at the fame time put intocommrifion, 
it is not even known whether they ever went to fea. In 
1726 he commanded the Northumberland of feventy 
gtins^ one of the fleet fent to the Baltic under fir Charles 
Wager. No other particulars have conre to our know- 
ledge concerning this gentleman, except that he died at 
Jamaica in the year 1740, berng at that time commander 
of the Chichefter,, of eighty guns, in ^tvhich fhip he had 
failed with fir Ch. loner Ogle, when fent out with the 
reinforcement to Mr. Vernon. 

• VANBURGH, Charles,— was, on the lid of Fe- 
bruary 1709, made commajider of the Feverftiam frigate; 
but no other mention is made of him during the reign of 
queen Anne, nor indeed after the accellion of George th© 
Firft have we any proof of his having commanded a fhij> 
of the line till the year 1718, when he was appointed to 
the Burford, a third rate of feventy guns, one of the fleet 
ordered to the Mediterranean under fir George Byng. 
He there had, with his other brave co temporaries, a fignaf 
Opportunity of diflinguifhrng himfelf in the a<5lion ofT 
Cape Palfaro, This he appears to have improved to the 
utmoft of his power, which may readily be credited evei> 
from our fimply relating that he was one of the comman^ 
ders detached under captain, afterwards fir Geo. Walton^ 
ki purfuit of the divifion commanded by the marquis de 
Mari, .the whole of which was either taken, burnt, or 
deftroyed. He is not known to have had the good fortune 
of meeting with any fccond opportunity of materially 
benefiting his coimtty, or acquiring renown ta himfelf, 
during his ftibfequent continuance in the Mediterranean ; 
nor have we, after his return from thence, any siccoant of 
him till the year 1729,, at which time he commanded the 
NafTau, a third rate of feventy guns, employed as a^uard^ 
ihip. He quitted that employment early ift the fumraer; 
land we do not again find him in any *conimaHd till the 
year 1733. He was then captain of the Cornwall, an 
eighty gun fliip ; but we cannot find any trace of liis be- 
ing employed in any fervice worth commeittorating. 
The relative fituation of Britain at that time, a&well with 
refpeft to Spain, which nation was the pnincipal obje£l of 
Jcaro«fy,.as other countries, which were faeld ia ?.n inferior 
■ I • ^ fight^ 
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lights compelled government to keep a formidable fleet 
Sn an al.molt perpetual ftate of equipments The political 
iap^arance of affairs conveyed the idea of an armed truce 
with a conftant preparatieri'fot* renewing hoftilities, rather 
than what it was called, a time of profound peace. A 
period like this is tirefome to the nation itfelf, irkfome as 
well as diftrefling to the officer, and painful to the hifto- 
rian ; nothing occurs but a dull repetition of uninterefting 
'events and preparations, which have juft confequence 
^enough to awaken the attention^ which is no foonef 
tou fed than difappointed. Captain Vanburgh is not 
luentioned as having held any command af^ef the above 
time, nor any other notice taken of him, except that he 
died in England on the 2d of November 174c. 

WADE, Caleb, — w^s, on the i8th of November 1709^ 
^appointed captain of the Adventure. He continued com- 
mander of this fhip till the conclufion of the war. In the 
early part of the year 171I he was principally employed 
&s a cruifer at the entrance of the Channel, a fervice in 
which he had fome fuccefs, having made two or three 
prizes of no inconfiderable value. He was afterwards 
ordered to Newfoundland, from whence he returned in 
the month of November without having met with any 
extraordinary occurrence. His name does not again 
occur i<n the fervice till the year 1720 : he was at that time 
appointed to the FgJmouth, a fifty gun (hip, one of the 
fleet fent iiito the Baltic during that and the enfuing 
fummer, under the chief command of fir John Norris^ 
After the end of the latter feafon he was ordered to join 
the fleet collefted under fir Charles Wager* This ar* 
mament, as we have already obfervcd, was prevented, by 
the fubmiflion of the l^ortuguefe, whom it was intended 
to chaftife, from. ever putting to Tea; and captain Wide 
not long afterwards retired from his former line of fervice, 
being appointed mafter-attendant at Portfmouth on the 
3d of November 1722% He died, according to the infor-^ 
mation aftbrded us by rear-admiral Hardy, fome time lii 
the year 1732; but> according to other accounts which we 
believe more authentic, not till the year 1738* 

WALDRON, Beaumont,— was, on the 14th of De* 
camber 1709, promoted to be captain of the Loo» He 
never was fortunate enough to obtain any command more 

B J confer 
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confequential than tha!t of a frigate, or to be employed in 
foch a line of fervicc as was likely to procure him re- 
nown. He died on the 20th of March 1718-19, being 
at that time commander of the Gibraltar, a frigate 
ftitioned as a cruifer in the ChanneL 



1710. 

BASILLE, or BESSILLE, William,— was, on the 
29th of Auguft in the above year, appointed captain of 
the Roebuck. His name again occurs as taking pod in 
the Seahorfe from the ift of Jan. 1712-13* We enter- 
tain, however, feme doubts whether he is properly entitled 
to a place here as having had his rank in either inftance 
confirmed. No mention is made of the time of his 
death. 

CHUNDWICK, or CHADWICK, Robert,-.was, 
on the the 23d of February 17 10, appointed captain of 
the Fowey. He continued to command this frigate many 
years, at lead till after the year 17 14. We find no other 
notice taken of him, except that he died in England on 
July 10, 1 7 19, being at that time captain of the Guernfey. 

COLE, Ambrofe, — was, on the 24th of March 1710^ 
fftade commander of the Ludlow Caftle, being quickly 
afterguards promoted to the Ranelagh. He died oh th^. 
^7th of 06lober 1 7 1 1 . ' "^ 

COLLIER, William, — was, on the loth of May 
1 710, appointed captain of the Mermaid. We do nof 
find his nafne again occur till the year 1717, when he 
Commanded the Falmouth of fifty gims, one cf the fleet 
ordered for the Mediterranean under fir George Byng ; 
but we believe he never failed oh that expedition in con- 
fequence of his fhip not being in a proper ftate of equip- 
ment when the reft of the fleet put to. fea. No other 
notice is taken of him, except that he died captain of th^ 
Fubbs yacht on the 4th of December 1736. 

gLFORD, 
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ELFORD, William,— was, on the loth of Oaobrt 
1710, appointed capiain of the Heflor. He cominiied 
to command this Itlip till the peace of Utrecht, being 
principj)Iy employed as a cruiler, Jn which ftrvice he 
mer wiih fome fuccefs. His prizes were, however, mor* 
to be remembered on account of their number than their 
jconfequencc, the moft confpiciious of them being only a 
privateer, belonging to Bourdcaux, mounting eighteen 

funs, which he capHired in the month of February 17 12. 
lis name does not again occur till the year 1720, when 
wc find the York, a fourth rate of fixty guns, belonging 
to the fieet ordered for ihe Baltic under fir John Norris, 
to have been commanded by a captain Elford, but have 
been unable to fix, with precifion, whether it was the 
identical William Elford, of whom we are now fpeaking, 
or his brother captain Matthew Elford, of whom we aia 
hereafter to give fome account. Captain William Eiford 
is no farther mentioned than as havme died in the Weft 
Jhdies captain of the Lynn, on the 311? of March 1723. 

FUZZER, orFURZER, John,— was, on the 16th of 
March I 710, appointed capiain of the Shoreham. No 
farther notice is taken of him during the war ; but after 
the peace at Utrecht he was made commander of the 
Kinfaie frigate, and fent to the Mediterranean, where he 
continued iome time. In 1718 he was appointed captain 
of the Dorfctfhire, a third rate of eighty guns, under rear- 
admiral Delaval, who was commander in ihe third polt dur- 
ing the expedilion to the Mediterranean under fir George 
Byng. After his return from that fervice, in which he was 
engaged lill the conclufion of the war, he was appoinied 
to the Hind, and was unhappily drowned, off Guernfey, 
on the 7th of December 1 721. The fliip having firiick on 
it funken rock, the greater part of the crew moft unfor- 
tunately periftied with her. 

JERMYr Seth, — hada commiflion as a naval officer 
before the revolution ; and, as far back as the year 1693, 
fcrved as fecond lieutenant of the Northumberland, of 
feveniy guns, commanded by captain Cotton. He did 
not, however, obtain the rank of captain till the 25th of 
April 1710, when he was appointed foihe Antelope. He 
had attained fo advanced an age, thai in the year 1712 he 
was put on the fuperannuaicd lift with ajepl^on, efffi\ \o 
B4 ths 
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the half pay of captain of a fourth rate. He enjoyed thif! 
till his death, which happened on the 3d of Auguft 1724. 

LEY, Andrew, --^ was, oh the 25th of January 17 10; 
appointed to the command of the Bedford galley; On 
the 23d of December 1712, this gentleman alfo was piit 
bn the fuperannijated lill with a penfion equivalent to the 
half |5ay of the captain of a fifth rate. The time of his 
fle^h is unknown. 

MASTER, Streynriiani,— tiie .great-gi-dncffon df fir 
fed ward Maftei, of feaft Laiigdon, in the county of K^ent^ 
governor of Dover, caftlej was the only ^ ton * of James. 
Jvlafteri of Graves Inil, efq. and Joice, only daughter of 
iir Chrifto{)her , Tumor, of Miltpn Earheft,m the county 
of Bedford, fenight, one of tlie barbns of the exchequer 
in the reign of Charles the Second. He was born in the 
Vear 1682, and was originally intended for the law ; bu^ 
at the preOing inftance of fir George Byng, who had 
inarried his eldeft fifter, he entered into the fea fervicei 
Having regularly pafTed through the ieyeral fuborditiate 
Tanks, ana acquired a comjpetent arid full kriowlege of 
IBvery branch of his duty as an officer, he ^(^as appointed 
by his honourable relative, fir George Byng, to be maftei^ 
and cbrnmander of the Fame Prize t. This commiflion 
was dated on the 15th of July 1709; and, on the 22d of 
March following^ 1709^10, he wai^ advanced by fit* johri 
Norris, to the rank of port caj)taln, and appointed to ih6 
Ludlow Caftle. Both thefe appointrrients wefe progref- 
iively confirmed by the board of admiralty, t'rohi th^ 
inanner in which the war was fuffered to languifh aftef 
^his time, particularly in the European fea§, captaiii 
^afteir had no other opporttinity of diftinguifhing hhnfelf 
ihan all men have who are attentive to their duty. He 
kppears to have been almoftconftantly inCbmmiflion, and 
Employed as adlively as the temper of the times permitted^ 
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. ♦ flis uncle, wlio was alfo nambd Strcynfiiaiti, was a dire£lor of 
itc Eall India company. Vide Gazetted, No. 3416 and 3453. 

^ During a part of the time Mr, Mafler was captain of this veflel^ 
^e Was employed under vice-admiral Baker in cruifing off Medina^ 
^^nd had the good fortune to capture a French fhip of fome force. 
This event is laid to have happened in the month of May 1710 ; if 
lb he could no.t have taken upon him (he command of the Ludlo^ 
Caflle till fdtne confiderable time after the date of his commifficrn. . 

mi 
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Hfid the Tervice of his country jetjnired. On tlie 7th of 
April 1712, being theh on the Lifbon ftation under the 
Orders of vice-aditiiral Baker, lie was apj^ointed by lilm to 
command the Onnond, a fourth tatei From iHat general 
poverty of naval events which coniiniied for fome year* 
ficrwaids, we liaVe been able to coUeft ndthlng relative 
o this genileman till the year 1716, when he removed 
into the Dragoti, of fifty guns, one of the licet ordcrecl 
for the Baltic iitidfr Hr George Byng ; but we are doubts 
ful whether he proceeded thither, owing 10 its having 
been impoJliblE to put the fliip in a prdper (late of equip* 
Inent by the time the admiral received orders to fail. 

On the I4lh of Msrch 1717-18, he wasappoiiiled cap- 
tain of the Superbej a fixty gun ihip, one of the fleet 
ordered for the Medltferratiean, as that for the Baltic had 
been in the year before unJer the cbminand of fir George 
Byng. On the arrival of the fleet off cape Si. Vincent, 
captain Maftcr was difpatched by the admiral to Cadi£ 
with a letter to the Briiiih envoy; and he returned with 
the firfl accurate and pofitive advice of the iiiimenfe pre* 
toarations for war the Spaniards had been making stt 
Barcelona. 

His gallantry rri the ever mtmorable aflion with the 
Bpanifti fleet off Cape Paffaro was highly confpictious,anj 
hiftorians have not neglefled to do jullice to his mcrttk 
" About one o'clock, the Superbe, (fays Mr. Corbet in 
his account of the expedition to Sicily) commanded bj 
captain Mailer, fnpported by the Kent, captain Mathews 
came tip with and engaged the SpaniJh admiral, of feventy- 
Ibur guns, who, with two (hips more, fired on them, and 
hiadc a running fight till about threci The Kent then 
bearing down under his Hern, gaVe him her broadfide ajii 
fell to leeward. The Superbe, then putting forward lo lay 
the admiral a-board, fell on his weather ijuarter : and the 
Spanifh admiral then (liifting his helm, the Superbe ranged 
up under his lee qllarter, upon which he {truck his flag." 
'I'he above glorious viflbry was obtained on the 3j(l of 
July 1718. The Spanilh navy wis nearly annihilated bjr 
it ; and captain Mailer had not only tlie honour of hav- 
ing moft eminently contributed to the defeat of the enemy* 
^^tf as wc believe, was the firft, and indeed only private 
captain 
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captain who ever had the honour of making a comnrunT 
ider-in*chief of fo high a rank his prifoner. 

Paptain Mafter continued in the Mediterranean till the 
conclufion of the warj and we have no reafon to fuppofe 
he ever had any appointment after his return to England. 
Jn the year 1724 he married Elizabeth*, only daughter 
;ind heir of Richard Oxenden, of Brooke, efq. He un-r 
happily died t of a fever on the 22d of June in that year, 
after having been married only four mouths. He was 
interred in the Brooke chancel, in the church of Wing- 
ham, in Kent, where a monument is erefted to his 
memory. As to his charafter, fuffice it to fay, that as 
his public conduS and courage jufdy entitled him to the 
liigheft rank as a popular man, lo did the noble fleadinefs 
iof his friendfhip and true benevolence of heart render his 
premature death univerfaliy and fmcerely regretted by all 
who ever had been happy enough to bp acquainted with 
liim. 

A fracas, which happened between him and his coufin 
colonel Turner, when they were both unhappily heated 
with wine, may, from the lingularity of the circumftancc 
attending it, deferve relation. Captain Mafter broke ^m 
inch and a quarter of the point of his fword in colonf^ 
Tumor's forehead, between his eyes. It remained there' 
eighteen years ; and what is, perhaps, more extraordinary, 
the colonel lived two years after it was taken out by Small 
the furgeon : the piece of the fword is preferved as a 
curiofity by Edm. Turnor, efq. F.R.s. 

PEARSON, Robert, — was, on the 25th of Pecember 
171.0, appointed captain of the Portland. We can meet 
with no other information concerning this gentleman 
except that he died jn England, and we believe unem- 
ployed, on the 30th of Auguft 1723. 

VANBRUGH, Philip,---brother to captain Charles 
Vanbrugh, whom we have already noticed, was, on the 
27th of November 1710, appointed captain of f^he Speed- 
well. His next commiflion, far as we have been able to 

I l_MJiMM-m^amm^mmi^ — im-t— i — i ■ — -^^^^ - "T-L, -ihiKii - i ._i - -| 

( ' 

* This lady died in the year 1759, leaving the manor of Brook to 
(ir Henry Oxenden, baronet, the prefent owner of it. 

i In the forty-third year c^ his age, leaving no iflue. Hisportrait, 
late in the co11e£lion of lord Torrington, is now in the pbflefliojf p( 
£dro. Tumor, efq. of Pantoo Houfe, in Xincolnfliire. 

invef^i- 
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inveftigaie, was lo the Charles galley, of forty guns, to 
which he was appointed in the year 1716. He failed 
immediately afterwards under ibe orders of vice-admirai 
Cornwall, who was fent to Gibraltar with a fmall fqua- 
dron for the purpofe of overawing the Sallctines. 
Nothing reinarkable happened till the year 1718, when 
the rupture took place with Spain : and on the arrival of 
fir George Byng, with the fleet, off Gibraltar, the vice- 
admiral joined him with the Argyle, his flag (liip, and the 
Charles galley. 

Captain Vanbrugh was confequently prefent at the 
well-tnown engagement with the Spanilh fleet, though, 
from the inferior Tize of his fliip, it could not be expefted 
he Ihould have it in his power to effeft any very confe- 

Juential fervice in fuch an encounter. After his return 
rom the Mediterranean, where he continued till peace 
was concluded with Spain, he was, in 1721, appointed to 
command the Breda, a third rale, under rear'admiral 
Hofier, who was to have accompanied fir Charles Wager 
on his expedition to Lilbon, had not the fubmilTion of the 
Portiiguefe rendered it unnecefPary for the armament to 
put to fca. Wc do not find him in any command after 
this time till the year 1731, when he was captain of the 
York, of fixty guns, one of fir Charles Wager's fleet fent 
to the Mediterranean in fupport of Don Carlos, and his 
claim under the duke of Parma's will. In 1734 he was 
captain of the Burford, of feventy guns, one of the fleet 
put under the command of fir John Norris ; and after he 
quitted that fhip, is not known to have held any naval 
command. In 1739 he was appointed commiflioner of 
the navy refident at Plymouth, and died in that office on 
the 22d of July 1753. 
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. SOYLrfe, Charies>7-^asi on the 27 th of January 17!*^^ 
appointed captain of the Strombolo. We have no ac-» 
count of his eyer haying compianded a two-decked fhiji 
till the year. 1720, when he was>apppinted to the Wor*. 
cefter, 0/ fifty guns, one of* the fleet ordered for -thei 
fealtic under the command of fir Johp Norris. He died 
foon after the fleet had reached the place of its deftination^ 
on the 28th jof June 1720. 

COOP^lR.,- Francis, — was, on the 27th of Januaryj, 
appointed captain of the JFolkflone. There is a wonder- 
ful fipiilitude between the earlier events of this and tha 
preceding gentleman's life, for being both appointed to 
the rank of captain on the fame day, we arc, equally im 
refpe^ to both, unacquainted with any events of their 
Jives for the fame period of time. Jn. 1726 captaijBL 
Ceoper commanded the Suffolk^ of feventy guns, and( 
ipvas employed on the fanie fervice With captain Boyle* 
^he j^rallei here however, cicafes, for captain Cooper 
lurvived the expedition, and returned in the following 
year to the fame ftation, qaptain of the fame fhip* Wd 
do not find any mention made of him after that time,t 
except that he died on the 27th of January 1733. 
; DOUGLASS, or DOUGLAS,. Andrew.— We havA 
already given the Beff account we have been able tdcolledl 
of this gentleman *i His name occurs in the navy 1H!5 
as having taken poft iti the Arundel on the 25th of Janu-* 
ary. This circumftance, as well as his former difmiH- 
fion, together with the caufc of it, have been already ftated 
in the place alluded to : nor (hould we have again inferted 
his name were it not to add fome farther particulars con-* 
cerning him, which have come to our knowledge fincc 
the former account was printed. He continued captain 
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ef 'he Arundel tliiring the war; but the misfortu.ios 
which his mifconduQ had before brought on him wers 
not riiflicient to work a reformation in hitn. He vva& 
fined ihree months pay by the fenlencc of a court martial, 
held on him in the river Metivvay, on the 15th of De- 
cember 1713, for tiling improper language, highly unbe- 
coming a commander, to his cJEcers, and confining fame 
of ihcm to their cabins wiihoiit having any jult caufe of 
complaint. There is no trace of his having been again 
employed ; nor is any menlioo msdc of hun except that he 
tiied on the 26ih of June 1725. 

EL FORD, Matthew, — the brother of captain Williatii 
Elford, of whom we ha\e before given fome accoiiiit» was 
appointed captain of the Experiment on the 5th of March 
1711. His (hip was employed, during the remainder of 
the war, as a cruifer at the entrance of the Channel ; and 
jn this fervice he had tolerable fugcefs*. We are undec 
confiderable difficulty after this limo to dlfcriminaie be- 
Iwecn this gentleman and his brother : this originates, as 
wq have already obferved, in the proper want of diflinc-r 
tiati between them, in fuch documents as we have been 
fi)\e to procure, we fliall not, therefore, take upon us lo 
decide which of the two was, during the years 1720 and 
Ijai, captain of the York,^of fixty guns. The name of 
Eliurd does not again occur in the fervice; but we fintf 
this gentleman to have di^d on. the.2oth of Septembec 

» 7-1.1- 

FIELD, Arthur, — was, on the 22d of QiloDer I7IT> 
appoiitled captain of the Ormond. He continued in this 
^eifel only- till the mnnih of April following, being then 
fuccceded by captain Mailer. No other mention is made 
of him till the year 171 8, when he was appointed 10 the 
Rupert, of (ixty guns, one of the fleet feut into the Medi- 
terranean under iir G. Byng. H^ very muchdillinguithed 
htmfeif in the engagement wilh the Spanilh fleet ; and had 
Ihegijod fortune, alfifled by the MontaguCf captain. Be- 
verly, to capiurt; the Volante, one of the fmalleT two- 
ilccked Ihips helonying to the ene:iiy. After his returq 
friiia the Mediterrannan he was, in 1711, removed into 
ihe Defiance, a ilitp of the fanjc farce with that he before 

• See Gametic, No. 5003. 
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comtnandcdy and one of the fleet ordered for the Baltic 
under fir John Norris. In 1723 he was made captain of 
the Superbe, and continued in the command of that fliip 
till his death. In the year 1726 he was ordered to th« 
Weft Indies as one of the fquadron fent out under vice- 
admiral Hofier, aftd was one of the muhitude of brave 
and ever*to-be«^lamented perfons who fell vi6lims to that 
climate, fo generally injurious to European conftitutions. 
He died on the 26th of June 1726. 

FLETCHER, John, — was, in the year 1709, com- 
mander of the Rofe, a pink or floop of war, employed 
principally as a coafting convoy. On the 7th of March 
17 1 1, he was promoted to the rank of captain, and ap- 

fointed \o the Roebuck. No other mention is made of 
im, not even to inform us whether he ever afterwards 
obtained any appointment. He died, having to a cer- 
tainty retired from the fervice for many years, in the 
month of May 1758. 

GRAY, John, — is to be noticed only as having been, 
on the 26th of January 171 1^ appointed captain of the 
Folkftone. He is faid, in Mt. Hardy's lift, to have died 
in England in the year 1736; but every manufcript lift 
we have feen is filent concerning him. 

M ABBOT, Thomas^ — was, on the 2d of February 
171 1, appointed captain of the Mary galley. Towards 
the clofe of the year he was ordered to accompany ckptain 
Riddle, who commanded the Falmouth, to the coaft of 
Guinea. Qn thcf nth of March 1711-12, they fell in 
with two French (hips of war, of force infinitely fuperior 
to their own ; and a very fpirited adion toq^c place in 
confequence» The enemy's fliips were fortunate enough 
to effcSt their efcape ; and captain Mabbot, after having 
exerted himfelf with the utmoft gallantry, had the miN 
fortune to fall in the encounter. 

MAYNE, Covin,— entered into the navy immediately 
after the revolutioni under the very hoiknirable protec- 
tion and patronage of that great and gallant man fir 
Cloudefley Shovel ; among whofe papers we find the fol- 
lowing letter, ftrongly recommending him to the notice of 
Mr. Kufiel, afterwards earl of Orford, who was at that 
time firft comcniflioner of tlie admiralty. 

'* Having 
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** Having had the opportunity to examine the bearer, 
Mr. Covin Mayne, touching his qualification to perform 
the duty of a lieutenant, I find him to be a very pretty 
fcaman; and knowing him to be a very bride forward 
adive young man, I believe him to be a perfon very de- 
ferving of preferment, and one that will prove an extra- 
ordinary officer and a brave man : and I muft needs fay, 
it would be much for the honour of the fervice, that all 

?crfons employed therein were fo completely qualified, 
know having given him this charafter (which he really 
deferves) I need ufe no other motive to recommend him 
* to your favour, fo remain, 

" Sir, &c. 
** To admiral RulTcll, 
Crutched Fryars, Feb. 22,1695. *' C. S." 

Notwithftanding this powerful fupport, a fupport his 
fubfequent condu6^ proved him in every refpeft highly - 
defe^ving of, he was not advanced to the rank of captain 
in the navy till the i ith of May 171 1, when he was ap- 
pointed to the Dolphin. During the long and uninterefling 
ptriod of peace, and languid hodilities which fucceeded 
the peace of Utrecht, we find no other mention made 
of him except that, ini7i7, he commanded the Strafford, 
of fifty guns, one of the fleet fent into the Baltic under 
fir George Byng, who left him to continue, for the better 

irotedion ot trade, on that ftation, with the Severn and 
rynn, as long as the weather woulJ* permit them, after 
the return of the main body of the fleet to England. 

In 1718 he commanded the Prince Frederic, on the 
fame ftation as the foregoing, tinder fir John Norris, as 
he did alfo, under the fame admiral, in the following 
year. We find no mention made of him after this lime 
till the commencement of the war with Spain, in 1739: 
he then commanded the Lenox, of feventy guns, one of 
the fquadron which failed from Spithead, in the month of 
July, under the command of vice-admiral- Vernon, who, 
as xt is well known, commanded the memorable expedi- 
tion againft Porto Bello. Captain Mayne did not pro- 
xreed with him to his place of ultimate defiination, but 
ivas left with the captains Durell and Falkingham, in 
the Kent and Elizabeth, each of equal force with his own 
fhipj the Lenox, to cruife, for thirty days, off Cape 
3 Ortugal, 
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Ortugal, in hopes they would be able to intercept th^ 
Spanifli Azogues (hips, 

In this expeftation they were, howeyer, difappointed ; 
;ind after having continped on their ftation during the time 
prefcribed in their inftruftions, returned to England fucr 
cefslefs. As foon as captain Mayne had properly recruited 
his ftocjc of water and provifions, he was again ordercc[ 
but on a cruife, in conipany with the Ke^t, commanded, 
as before, by captain Thomas Purell ; ^nd the Orford, 
;ilfo a third rate of feventy guns, by the JLord Auguftug 
Fitztoy. Jiis prefent cruife was a much more fuccefsfuf 
one than his preceding, for the Englifli {hips had the gooc| 
fortune to fall in with th^ PrincefTa, a opanilh fhip of 
war mounting feventy guns, commanded by an officer of 
the higheft eftimation in the enerpy's fervice, who had undey 
lum a chofen crew of fix hundred and fifty- four men. Th^ 
ihip itfelf was equal in fize to a Britifti firft rate, and of 
a ftrength more than proportionable, for her fides were of 
fo uncorhmon a thicknefs, that few of the balls penetrated. 
Even thofe which they received from the lower-deck 
guns of the Britifli fhips, were, generally fpeaking, 
lodged; while thofe fired irom the Spaniard p^fled through 
iand through. This circumftance, added to the wonderful 
advantage (he derived from her height out of the water^ 
which laid the upper decks of her ^ntagonifts open to her^ 
^educed tbs great apparent fuperiority in pumbers and 
force to a mere nonentity. 

Captain Mayne, who bring the fenior officer aSed a^ 
commodore, got fight of the enemy about nme o'clock in 
the morning. The Spaniard confiding in the ftrength of 
his fhip *, a^d the uncopimon weight and fize of hi^ 

guns 



v^ 



* The following djcfcription pf tbfi (hip i^nd a6i}0n may npt proy^ 
unentertaining. 

*' The PriEceflawas a fixty-eight cun fliip, high huilt, and there- 
fore had the uocommon advantage of ufing her lower tjer pf guns ia 
bad weather. There were on. beard her at the time of the aflion neajr 
feven hundred men. The fiiip was larger than the Bxitiih firft rates |^ 
her guns were of an uncommon {iz.c, and jnoft of them brafs. Ii> 
;fhort, ihe was univerfally deemed one of xh£ fineft v^Sch in thp 
SpaniO) navy. As the Britifh (hips approached the commander calle^ 
%3»£etber his men ^nd aft^reffef} ^hfSfn ip pearly the foUpwine words ) 
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gMiis appeared nciilier lo fliiin nor to feck art aflion. 
CJallanir)' forbade liic former, prodfence ihfe latter; for 1I16 
luperior numbbrs of his antagonills certainly precluded all' 
hope of his being able to eifeft more ihan his own pre- 
fervaiion. Underthls idea, bting a man of approved coM- 
vagt, and a knighi of Malta, lie refoluiely brought Ilis lliip 
to. And the Engliili captains, on their parts, confidfring 
their viftory as certain, croiidcd all the fail they could lo 
doft with him. 

The aftion commenced about eleven o'clock, the Lenox 
bringing to on ihe weolher quarter of the enemy, while 
the Kent, who followed immediately, ran To leeward and 
engaged broddlide and broadfidc. The Orford fobU 
afterwards got into aflion ; but fuch was the (Irbng con- 
(iru(ftion of the Princefla that (he received tery littlfe dd- 
mage from the two latter (hips. The Ltncfx was very 
adroitly kept during nearly the whole of the aflion in a 
pofitiomv here the enemy watfomcwhat Oiote vulnerable; 
but the Cornell was long and obftinatt, the Spaniard not 
permitting his colours to be ftriick till a quarter pa£l five 
in the afttrnoon. The hardly conlefted-for prize was 
carried into Porlfmouth; and the caplbrs; as well SS all 
thofe who beheld her, fcarcely knew which mod 16 ad- 
mire, the admirable form and immeirfe fize of the (hijl 
ilfelf, ihe great damage /he had fulUined bcfbre flie had 
furrcndered, or tht sjullantry with which flie had been 
fo nobly defended. 

Captain Mayne afterwards accompanied dt Jollii 
Norris on his (hort and unfireccfsful trwife in the year 
1740; arid we believe remained! in the fame Ihtp during 
ihc enfhing fmnmer : but wi; do not find him' lo hare bfeefl 
happy enough to have atchieved any exploit fufEtiintly 
prominent to be recorded in hiltory. After he qurtted the 

" When you rtccived ihc pay of your eounliy you engaged your- 
Telves 10 Hand all dan^cri ]i> her caufe. Now is ihe iriat; fight like 
men, fur you have-no liopc but in your courage." 

The fhip was broughi luio PoitiiTiouth -, and when the people fsw 
her flrengrli, and the damage llie bad fuflained befoie lier commander 
fubmiited, they applauded, in ibe hjghcd lerms, the gallantry of her 
capian, notwiihnanding the fuperioiiry of iheir numberi mlghl appear 
10 have leiTcned the glofy of ihc aflion in the eyes of thofe who were 
not iBotoughty acquainted with the circuniftaiicet attending it. 

Vol. IV. C Lenox 
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Lrenox wc belicvie him to have retired from the fcrviccy ft^ 
never having been raifed to the rank of an admiral, altho-*' 
at the time of his death many, who were his juniors inF 
fervice, had been promoted to be flag officers* Of the 
jreafon why this honour was not extended to him we are 
ignorant ; but fliall beg to remark, that whatever it might 
be, it certainly reReSttd no difcredit on captain Mayne 
himfelf, who on this accoimt, at leaft, was " a man more 
finned againji than finning.* He died on the 25th of Aur*^ 
guft 1746, having attarned an old age, rendered truly 
venerable by a long and honourable fervice* 

PULLEYy Jofeph,— was, on the 28th of OS. 171 1,» 
appointed captain of the Launcedon. No other mention 
is made of him except that he died in the Mediterranean 
on the ad of July 17 15, remaining, as it is faid, captain 
of the fhip above-mentioned* 

ROSS, Walter, — was, on the 2d of February 171 1^ 
appointed captain of the Garland. Nothing farther is 
known of him except that he died in England on the 6th 
of January 1714. 

N. B. It appears rather a matter of doubt, whethet 
this gentleman's rank, as a captain in the navy, was con- 
firmed l)y the admiralty board. His name is notwith- 
ftanding given in all the navy lids, and on that account 
we have thought it bed to follow their example, particu-- 
larly as no oblervation of this kind is made ia them. 

ROUSE, Auguftus, — is almoft in the fame predica- 
ment on the fcore of innotoriety with the gentlemen 
juft mentioned. He was on the 27th of June 171 1, 
appointed captain of the Dunkirk, and died on the 5th 
of O61:obcr 17 14, being at that time captain of the 
Sapphire, a frigate employed as a cruifer off the coaft of 
Scotland^ 
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COWLEY, William, — was, on the irth of July 
1712, promoted 10 the command of the Fcverfham. 
After this time no mention is made of liim till the year 
1715, when he commanded the Moor, a (hip of fifty guns, 
belonging to the fleet fent to ihe Baltic under fir John 
Norris. Hillory is totally (ileiit concerning this gentle- 
man after the time above-mentioned; we only find it no- 
lice<] in fome of the lifts of naval ofl^cers, that he died in 

kthecourfeofiheyear 1 740. 
DALZIEL, James,— was the defcendant of a very 
ancicnland hononrable Pcottiili family*. His naval life 
was unhappily of very ihnri duradon, having been ap- 
pointed, on the 13th of February 1712, captain of the 
tieahorfe. He was on fortunately killed in a trivial en- 
counter with a French privateer, off the rock of Lifbon, 

• This noble family ij of grcai intfqufcy In the (hUt of Lanark, 
wUreihty fiouriftiedjand maichtd wiih fevcral of ihc moli confider- 
ablc ramlliti before ihey fetiled in Dumfries Ihire, wheie ihey now 
have ihcirchief reliriencc. 

Some arc of opinion that ihisij a local finiamc, and was fir II alTHmed 
by the polTcfl'ari t>f the lands and barony of Dalzlei ; but the account 
of their origin, given by Mr. Nifbri, and oihcr hiftorians, is, 

" Thai in ihetci^n uf king Kenneth lid, a kinfinaii and favoufite of 

thai king, bi;ing tnkra prifoncr by ihe Fi^s, i*a< put 10 death, and 

hung up upon a gallows in view of the Scoich camp. King Kenneth 

bring highly provoked und incenfed at the alfrant, olTercd a conJider> 

able reward (o anv of hii fubjefls who would lake down and carry olF 

ihe corpfe. But, for fome lime, none would vrniure lo undertake [he 

dangerous cnlcrprize. At laH a gentleman of more fplril and courage 

than ihe red faid, " dal zcll," which, in (he old crotch language, Gg- 

^^ niiiei " I dare." HeclTeOuallj perfornwd ii 10 the king's falisfafiionj 

^V who accordinglv rewarded bim nobly. His poUerily aOumed ihc 

^k word Da)zcll for their lirnamei and that remarkable bearing, of a 

^B luiD banging on a gallows for iheir arms, with '■ I date," for iheir 

^H motto, in memory of the above brave aftion, though ihey now bear 

^H only a naked man piopei." 
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on the 14th of September following. What tepded to 
aggravate this accident was, that the peace of Utrecht 
was then aftually concluded, and the articles themfelves 
were on board ihc Seahorfe. A fpirit of honour, it may 
be prcfumcd, prevented captain Dalzicl from parleying 
with a quondam enemy and making this circumftancc 
known. 

HOOK, Edmund, — in the year 171 1, commanded the 
Jamaica floop, on the Weft India ftation, under commo- 
dore Littleton . He was, on the 30th of November 1 7 1 2, 
appointed captain of the Garland. In Hardy's lift of 
naval officers he is mentioned as having taken poft on the 
24th of June in the above year ; but a note is added, in- 
forming us that he is faid to have obtained that rank on 
the 30th of November 171 1, exaflly twelve months be- 
fore the true date. We do not find any fubfeqii«nt men- 
tion made of him till the year 1723, when he was ap- 
pointed to the Dunkirk, a fixty gun ftiip, ordered to be 
fitted at Plymouth. He was, not long afterwards, pro- 
moted to the Bedford, of feventy guns; and, in 1726, 
ferved in the fleet ordered for the Baltic under fir Charles 
Wager. At his return he was ordered to Portfinouth, 
where his fliip was put out of commillion and difmantled. 

We do not find him holding any command after this 
time till the year 1731, when he commanded the Canter- 
bury of fixty guns, one of the fleet ordered for the Medi- 
terranean under the command of fir Qiarles Wager. In 
the month of November 1733, he was appointed to the 
Ipfwich, a third rate of feventy gims, which is the laft 
command we have any proof of his having held. Mr. 
Hardy aflerts that he died in the year above-mentioned ; 
but other accounts, with greater appearance of probability, 
ftate his deccafe to have happened in the year 1745, he 
having for fome years retired altogether from the fervice. 

OGILVIE, The Honourable John, — is fuppofed to 
have been the fecond fon of David, third earl of Airly *, 

* This noble htnWy, remarkable for many inftaiices of loyalty to 
tbeir fbvereigns and attachment to the intereft of their country, i$ 
defccnded from Gilbert, A^cond fon of G Hi bred, and brother of 
Gilchrift, earl of Angus, a man of high diftin6lion in the reign of king 
William the Lion, who fuccecdcd to the crown of ScotlsFid^ anno 
ilS^i and died anno 1214. 

9 an^ 
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rand ihe lady Grizcl Lyon, daughter of Palrick, earl of 
Slralhmore. By the death of his elder brother, who, 
having unhappily engaged in the rebellion of 1715, was 
altainled, but afterwards pardoned : he became the repre- 
fentalive of the family. No other particulars are known 
relative to his naval iervlce, except tliat he was, on the 
agth of Febniary 1712, appointed captain eiiher of the 
Garland or the Greyhound. 

RICHARDS, James,— -was, on the lolh of March 

»l7ir, appointed, by captain Ryddel, to be commander of 
the Mary galley, as fuccclfor to captain Mabbot, who fell 
in aflion with two French fhips of war on the preceding 
day. He died on the i2lh of July following, not having, 
as it is faid, lived lo have his rank confirmed by the bi^ard 
of admiralty at home. 

TEMPLE, John, — was, on the 24lh of March 1712, 
appointed captain of the South Sea C'aftle. He was im- 
mediately ordered to the Weft Indies with the fmail 
fquadron fent thither under fir Hovenden Walker. The 
day after they left Piymonth captain Temple had the good 
fortune to capture a French privateer of fourteen guns and 
one hundred men, which fie carried into Lifbon, and 
afterwards purfued his voyage according to his original 
dellination. The above circumftance, trivial as it was, was, 
perhaps, as confequential as any that occurred during the 
■ whole of the expedition. We do not find any other 
mention made of him, nor is it by any means certain at 
what time, or in what maimer he died. In Hardy's lift 
he Is faid to have been killed in England fometime in the 
year 1734: while, in fome manufcript col lc6i ions relative 

;, to naval officers, he is faiii to have died in ihe year pre- 

mfounded 



ceding. 



■ perf 



■vidently ( 



V with saptam Dalziel, and is faid to have fallci 

• a£lion with a French privateer after the conchifion of the 

t peace. 
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1713. 

ARUNDEL, Charles, — with thirty three other gen- 
tlemen> took rank as poft captains, by a general order, 
from the ift day of January 17 12-13. We ftale thiscir- 
cumftance merely to avoid the dull repetition of giving 
the fame date to their feveral commiifions. Captaiii 
Arundel was appointed to the Seahorfe ; but no circum- 
fiance relative to him is known, his death excepted, 
which happened on the 8th of November 1723. 

BAKER, Hercules, — was the fon of vice-admiral 
Baker*, of whom a fhort account has been already given. 
This gentleman was appointed captain of the Seahorfe on 
the fame day the preceding gentleman was, fo that a prior 
command of a few hours only conftiiuted Mr, Baker his 
fenior in rank. He was, not long afterwards, removed 
into the Fox frigate, which fhip we find him captain of, 
in the Mediterranean, in the month of October I7I5» 
Although there cannot be any doubt of his having ob- 
tained many appointments fubfequent to that jufl men- 
tioned, yet we do not find any of them fo particularized as 
to warrant our mentioning them. In 1736 he was ap- 

fointed treafurcr of Greenwich-hofpital, an office he v 
eld till his death, which happened on the 27th of Oftober 

1744- 

BRISCOE, John. — The name of this gentleman is 

infert^d in rear-admiral Hardy's lift of naval officers as 

having been appointed captain of the Succefs on the fame 

day with the gentlemen aboye-mentioned, and as having 

died commander of the fame fhip fometime in the yeajf 

BLACKET, Sir Edward, — was the fecond fon of fir 
Edward Blacket, in the county of York, baronet; and 
Mary, daughter to fir John York, of Richmond in the 
aforefaid county, knight. Having entered Into the navai 
fervice he was made captain of the Phcenjx ; but we do 

♦ Sec Vol. II. page 379, 

not 
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not find any other mention made of him. His elder 
brother, William, dying in ihe lifetime of his father, he 
fucceeded lo tlie title on the dcceafe of llie lalter. This 
happened on ihe 23d pf April JJ18; and it is molt pro- 
bable that the retirement of tir E-dward took place at that, 
if not at an earlier period. He married the daughter of 
riic Rev. Thomas Jekyll, of Wefimiiifter, D.D. This 
lady was the niece of the late fir Jofeph jekyll, knight, 
mailer of the rolls, and reliiEl of fir Nicholas Roberls, of 
JLondon, merchant. Sir Edward died at Seaton Delaval, 
of a mortification in his leg, on March r, 1756. 

CAYLEY, or CALEt, Tytwhit, — was appointed 
captain of the Rofe frigate. So undiftinguifliable were 
the fervices and commands on which this gentleman was 
employed, that we find no mention made of him till the 
year 1741, when he commanded the Lancafter of eighty 
guns. We helieve this 10 have been a gnardfhip, as iis 
name is not infertcd in any of the lines of battle made 
out at that time. On the 7ih of May 17+5, he was ap- 
pointed a commifiioner for fick and wounded feamen, and 
for exchanging prifoners of war. On the 9th of January* 
1 74i), he was appoinled one of the commifiioners of ihc 
viiftiialling office, a Ration he held till the time of his 
death, which happened on the 6th of December 1751. 

CAMPBELL, James, or Jolhua, — was appointed 
ommander of the Squirrel ; and, after a very unnoiictd 
fervice of fix years, died on the 2d of November 1718, 
being at that time captain of the Wincht-der, or, as 
oihcrsfay. ihe Winchclfea. 

CAMPBELL, Matthew, — was appointed to a frigate 
called the Dunbar Caftle. No mention is made as to what 
fubfeqiient commidions he held, or even whether he was 
afterwards employed. He died at Leilh on the 27ih of 
April 1723. 

COOnER, John,— was appoinled to the Deal Caille, 
md was foon afterwards ordered to the Weft Indies. He 
died there on the 23d of April 1714, ftitl retaining the 
:ommandof the Deal Caftle. 

DA VERS, Thomas, — was made captain of the Sea- 
ford; afier which lime his fervices arc fo iinnolic*:! ihai 
we hear nothing of him till ihe year 1734. when he was 

• Some wcuuiii) fjy Dii Dcttmber 16, preceding ihc ibovctlale. 

C 4 mude 
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V\zi9 captain of the Grafton, of feventy guns, one of th« 
Jeet coUedlcd at Spithe^d untfer the command of fir John 
Norris. After the commencement of the war with 
Spain, in 1739, he was appointed to the Suffolk, alfo ai 
^ip of feventy guns, and fent with fir Chaloner Ogle to. 
the Weft Indies, on the expedition againft Carthagena. 
He was one of the commanders ordered to remain there 
ynder Mr. Vernon, after the unfortunate failure of the 
above enterprize ; and was left commodore of the fiiipa 
^t Jamaica when the Vice-admiral failed on the expedition^ 
againft Cuba. He does not, however, appear to hav© 
been concerned in any very material or confequential 
fervice. Returning to England about the year. 1742, ho 
was, on the 7th of December 1743? promoted to. be rcar- 
'admiral of the red, which was the firft rank he ever h^lcj 
sks 2L flag officer. On the 23d of June 1744, he vvas ad? 
vanced to be vice-admiral of the white, and was foon after^ 
wards appointed commander-in-chief of a fquadron, con- 
fifting of four third rates, of feventy and eighty guns each ; 
five fourth rates, of fixty and fifty ; three fifth rates, of 
forty ; befides two bomb- ketches and other fmall veflels,, 
ordered out to Jamaica. 

He failed from St. Helen's on the i8th of November ; 
but having encountered dreadful weather on his paflfage''^, 
did not reach Jamj^ica till the iith of March. Qn the 
a3d of April following he was farther promoted to be 
vice-admiral of the red, which was the higheft rank he 
ever lived to attain to. Although no opportunity offeifed 
itfelf to the vice-admiral of ftr iking a fignal blow, of 
atchieving any very memorable exploit, yet he highly con- 
tributed to diftrefs the enemy and protect the comn>erc9 q$ 
his own countrymen, by a very able difpofitipn pf hi^ 
cruifers, and the greateft perfonal aftivity in direfting th^ 
operations of fuch ftiips as he retained under his own mor^ 
irnmediate command. He continued thus employed dur* 
ing the remainder of his life, dying commander-in-chief, 
zt Jamaica, on the i6th of September 1747. 
, . fa I. . ■ I.I. ■ . ■ I . ■ w 

* He arrived nt Madeira on the 18th of December, almoU in a 
ftngle {h\p, having loQ company with the greateft part of his fleet and 
convoy, in a gale of wind, the night after he left St. Helen's. He 
vras, . in a few. days indeed joined, by a confid^rable number of 
Oraggleu; and, on the who^, little injury was (ufUipe^ e^^ept that 
of deJay, 

^ . . DAVIS, 
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DAVIS, Ricliardi-^Vfas appQinte4 captain of the Maid- 
ftone. He did not live lo altain Id any command worth 
commemorating} dying in the Downs, on llic id of 
Aiiguft 17 18, being at that lime captain of ihe Solebay. 

DENNIS, cr DEN NET, Thomas.— We have tp 
take notice of this gentleman only ^s having been ap- 
pointed captain of the Glafgow. All other parlicuUrs, 
even tbal of the time of his death, being unknown lo ua. 
FAIRLEY, George, — was appointed captain of th» 
Hind. He was difmiired from his command by the fen-. 
tencc of a conit-manial, held at Chatham on the ij'h of 
December t j 14, in confennence of his itregnlar conduQ. 
He was afterwards rcftored to his ftaiion in the fcrvic«, 
and allowed to take rank, as a po{l captain, from the lotli 
of March 1715- He was, a Kmg lime afterwards, made 
captain of thcHawkc, which, nolwitliiHn(!iBghis having 
been regularly readmined to his former rank, is faid 16 
have been only a Hoop of war. He was difmitJcd from 
this vellbl alfo on the 30ih of Afigull 1724, probably 
on account of fome farther mifilemeanour. 

FALKINGHAM, Edward, ~ was, on the. 26ih of 
February 1712-13, appointed captain of the Weymouth. 
The next llation in which we have been able to find 
him is in the year 1717, at which lime he commanded 
the Dartmouth, one of the Baltic ficet under Gr 
George Byng. Immediately after his rerurn frjm that 
expedition he was promoted to the Orford, of feventy 
guns, and fent to the Mediterranean, where he very n:iucli 
diftingiiilhed himfelf under his former commanaer, Byng, 
in the memorable encounter with the Spanilh fteet off 
Cape Palfato. The OHbid and the Gralton, being the 
two bed failing fhips in the Englilh fleet, came up firft 
with the tear of the Spaniards; and, after having for 
fome time patiently endured the fire of their lIcrn-chacB 
guns, began the aiSion by attacking and cloling with the 
Santa Rofa, of fixty-four guns, and the Prince of Aiturias, 
of feventy guns. The former ftrucki aflcr a very gallant 
rcfiftance, lo the Orford. The naval operations of the 
above fcene of warfare were confined to the cafual de- 
flruflion of fome of the few Ilraggling fhips which efcaped 
out of theaflion, and the blockade of others in the ports 
where they had taken refuge. No particular mention is 
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Dunkirk, a confiifion arifing, moft probably from fome 
xniftake in the manufcript lifts which have been preferved. 
His feveral appointments were for many years of fo un- 
diftinguifhed a nature, that we find no mention whatever 
made of him till the beginning of the year 1728, when 
he was made captain of the Afliftance, a fourth rate of fifty 
guns. He continued in this ihip till the year 1732, but 
does not appear to have been engaged in any fervice of the 
fmalleft confequence. Lediard afferts the Afliftance was 
one of the fhips employed in the expedition to the Medi- 
terranean under fir Charles Wager, in 1731, for the pur- 
fofe of putting the Infant Don Carlos in pofleffion of his 
talian dominions, bequeathed him by the duke c>f Parma. 
In this inftance he is however miftaken, the Afliftance, as 
well as many other veflels, given as part of the armament 
in his account of the expedition alluded to, not having 
proceeded on it. 

In 1 734 he was promoted to the Swallow, of fixty guns, 
and ordered to join the fleet aflembled, under >fir John 
Norris, at Spithead. Soon after the aftual commence- 
ment of the war with Spain, in 1739, he was appointed 
captain of the Norfolk, of eighty guns, that ftiip being 
ordered to join*' the fleet fitting for the expedition againfl 
Carthagena. He diftinguifhed himfelf very much in th<? 
attack of the forts St. Jago and St. Philip : and on the 
failure of that expedition, returned to England with Mr, 
Jycftock. After this time he appears to have retired from 
the fervice, no mention being made of his having been 
appointed to any other fliip. On the 15th of July 1747, 
he was promoted to the rank of a rear-admiral, and put 
en the fuperannuated lift ; by which he became entitled 
to the half- pay of 17s. 6d. ^r day, during life. He di^ 
on the ift of JDecember 1755. 

GRCEME, or GRAHAM, William,— was appointed 
captain of the Surprize, a frigate taken from the enemy 
• in the preceding war* This is the only reafon wq 
have to make mention of here, for we do not find him 
holding any fubfequent command* He died in England 
on the oth of January 1717. 

HADDOCK, William^— was, at the fame tin^e v\rith 
the preceding gentleman, advanced to the rank of poft 

♦ hi >7iP. ' ^ 
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I bravery. He died at the 
ih« 26th of Odluber 



i made captain of the 



[>rt MaKon frigaic. In 
f the Dreadnought, of 
lixty guns, one of the fleet fent into the Med i terra neati 
t;nder fir George Byng. He acqiiilted himfdf with the 
greateft credit in the action with tlie Spanifti fleet, but is 
not othcrwife mentioned in the coiirfe of the expedition. 
In the year 1723 he was made captain of ihe Nottingham, 
of fixly guns, a Ihip we believe to have been Rationed as a 
guaidmip till the year 1736, when captain Haddock was 
ordered to ihc Wcfl; Indies with vice-admiral Holier, 
He there unhappily fell among the lirll viiSims to that 
inhofpitable climate, which at that lime proved fo re- 
markably deftrui3ive to inafliv 
Ballimcnto's off Porto Bello, 
1726. 

HARWOOD, Robert,— V 
Biddeford, No other notice whatever is taken of him 
a naval officer; not have we been, able to colledl any 
particulars concerning him, except that he died in £nglind 
on the 6lh of January 1747. 

HERDMAN, Mungo, — is nearly in the fame predica- 
mentj hewasappuintedcaptainof the Blandford: but we 
know nothing farther cotKerning him, except that he is 
faid to have been killed, on (he 8th of March 1 727, by a 
fall from his horfe, he being at that (Ime captain of iha 
Rofe. A private memorandum we have met with con* 
ccrning this gentleman, informs us that he died in the 
month of March 1726, being then commander of tho 
Hampihire. Birt this account we believe to be totally 
erroneous, 

HOWARD, Thomas, — is mentioned only as ha^ng 
been appointed captain of the Flamborough frigate. 
Even the tlms of his death is unknown. 

HUGHES, Thomas,— was made captai 
way's Prize, and is as much unnoticed a 
CO temporaries, nothing being known > 
except that he died in England on the 31ft of Auguft 
'73^- _ 

" A captiin Hnghes commandBil ibc Chofler, of eiglicy guns, in 
ihey<ar t^Ei ; but we aie unublc politively 10 deter miiiE, wheiber it 
H tli'n gemJtmaj*, at one of his pccilf ceffort, cf whom an account 
t been ai»eii. Vol, UI, p. i6j, and aaa, 

HUME, 
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HUME, Francis*, — was, oh the 24th of July 17x3, 
appointed captain of the Triton's Prize. In 171 8 he 
commanded the Scarborough, a fmall frigate employed on 
the Weft India ftation, where he had the good lortune to 
capture a very flout pirate fhip^ mounting eighteen 
guns, which had long infefted thofe feas ; an adion^ 
efpecially in the time of peace, which more particularly 
deferves recording from the great fcarcity of events whicn 
arife, during fuch a period, within the limits of our 
accounts. In the year 1723 he was appointed captain of 
the Bedford, a third rate of feventy guns, ordered to be 
equipped at Portfmouth. He does not appear to have 
retained this command for any confiderable length of time ; 
nor have we any fubfequent information, except that, on 
account of fome private difcontent, the caufe of which 
we are totally ignorant of, he put a period to his own 
exiftence by (hooting himfelf. This melancholy event 
happened in Scotland on the 8th of February 1753. 

JONES, Arthur, — was another of the many officers, 
promoted to the rank of port captains on the ift of Janu-* 
ary 171 2- 13. He was appointed to the Lizard. He 
never appears to have been inverted with any command 
inore confequential than that of a frigate, or to have been 
employed on any memorable fervice. He died at Bar- 
badoes on the 23d of April 1731, being at that time com- 
mander of the Phoenix. 

LLOYD, William, — was appointed captain of the 
Dunkirk Prize. This gentleman, as well as the former, 
never had any higher command than that of a frigate. 
He was unfortunately drowned, at Harwich, on the 12th 
«f May 1723, his boat overfetting with him when going 
on board the Hawke floop of war. 

MARWOOD, Thomas, — was appointed to the Grey- 
hound. He^ continued almoft conftantly employed as 

* He was the defcendant of a very ancient and honourable family 
In North Britain, indifcriminately called Home, or Hume. Gordoa 
remarks, that though the (irname of this noble family is certainly 
local, yet there are few in Scotland can boad of fo high and princely 
an origin as that of Home, being a branch of the great and illuftrious 
houfe of Dunbar, earls of March, who were undoubtedly fprung from 
the Saxon kings of England, and the princes and earls of Northum- 
berland. 
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taptain of a frigate ; but having been unhappily guilty nf 
(bme irregularities in hisconducl, was broughl to acourt- 
martial, at Woolwich, on the loth of January 1719, and 
fentenccd to pay a fine equivalent to three months pay. 
He conlinueil,however, lobe employed, being immediately 
reinftaied in his command. He died at Jamaica on the 
5th of September 1731, being then commander of the 
Lyme. 

MIDDLETON, Sir Hugh,— was the great-gr^ndfon 
of iir Hugh Middleton • of London, baronet, fo created 
on the 2ad of Oaober 1662, The title appears to have 
defcended to him through Iir William Middleton, the 
third fon of fir Hugh, whom we take to have been the 
grandfather of the gentleman whom we are about 10 give 
fome account of. 

Havir^ entered into the navy at an early age, he was, 
after pafling through the feveral fubordinalc ranks, ap- 
pointed captain of the Medway's Prize; and afterwards 
progreflively commanded feveral frigates, in particular 
the Loweiloffe, of ihiny-tivo guns, in the year 171 7, one 
of the fliips ordered for the Baltic under the command of 
fir George Byng. Not having paid that attention 10 the 
orders lie received from the hoard of admiralty at the liuic 
he commanded the Pearl, he was brought to a court- 
martial on the 6th of 0£Vober 1727, and fentenced to be 
difmilfed the fervice " for mifbehaviour and negleft of 



^ "He found om ihc TiWcr mine* in North ,W»lcs : but wtiai rcn. 
ien hii name Famoul <□ pofterity is. the undertaking to draw a (tench, 
or cut of water, from ihc fprings of Amwell and Chadwtll, near 
Wire, InHerlfoidfhire, ro the north pari of the cia; of Loudon, (now 
called the New Rivcrl ; but confuminK a fair tftate in the charge and 
cxpence of thii great work, whereby he wai difablfd to accomplilfa the 
Ciioe, ihc mayor, eommonally, and ciiiiens ol London aileinpted it, 
and in order ihereto, ofaiainol an afl of pariiamcnf, A. D- l6oj, 
which lincc has been confirmed, with new powers, bv olhcr aEls uf 
Diiflianieni. The fame nol only bringsin a vafl Turn, annually, 10 thepre- 
feni proprietori; but is of vafl ufe 10 the city and luburbf of London, 
vho are cbiefly fcrved wiih (his WJicr. at an annual rem. Sir Hugh 
gave a ftaie lo ihe rivet water to the company of goldfmilhs, for iTic 
benefit of the poor members of 11, whicli is greatly advaticed fincc liij 
dcaih. The dividend oFonu half ^ear ^>n 1704) amounted (o 1341. 
which dividends are EuAomanly bellowed upoti ihc faid poor at £6). 

duty." 
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duty»" In Mr. Hardy'^ lift of naVal officel-s, he Tl fud 
to have been reftorcd to the fervice, which wd cannot dif- 
prove ; but we have not the leaft authority to fay he was 
ever again employed, A manufcript memorandum wd 
have met with concerning hinl informs us, a penfion 61 
forty pounds a year was granted him in confequencfe of 
his extreme poverty after his difmiflion, as abovfe ftatdd* 
"The precife lime of his death is unknown ; but certainl]^ 
did not happen till after thfe year 1740. 

NURSE, Edward, — was appointed captain of the Fo» 
frigate. He was difmilTed the fervice, but in what yfcary 
or on what occafion, is not known ; nor is the titne of hti 
death any where given* 

OBRIEN, Ghriftopher, — of Erinyftemmbn, otherwife 
i^ewhall, in the county of Clare, efq. was a collateral d^- 
fcendant from the very ancient and honourable Irifli 
ftock, whence the earls 6{ Inchiquin and Thomond haVe > 
derived their origin *. He was appointed captain. of the 
Succefs itorefhip, on the nth of April 17 13. In the 
following year he is faid to have gone over to Rufiia> whertf 
he entered into the ffervice of the Czar, who received hiitt 
with the greateft atterition, and almoft immediately crt'^ 
ated him a rear-admiral. He returned, indeed, to 
England in a few yefars ; not improbably on ac<^ount of 
the frequent indi^rations of a ruptute between the conrtf 
of Molcow and London. 

In the year 1718 we find him commanding the Rippon, 
of fixty guns, one of the fleet fent to the Mediterranean 
under the comirlarjd of fir Geofge Byng, with "tvh6Tn he 
was coftfcquenily a participator in the memorable vidtory 
obtained over the Spanifb fleet off Sicily. On his rctiitff 
from thence he was, in 1 7 21, appo?nted to the EflTex, tf 
fliip of the fame force, which was ordered to Lifboh zt otte 
of the fleet intended to be fefnt thither under th6 cortiinahrf 
of fir Charles Wager; but which, in confequence of the 
fubmiflion of the rortuguefe, never put to fea. In 1726 



iCdS. 



♦ The family of 0*Brieri, tme of th<Bi6(! zhti6ni and nobl^ in tlic* 
ktflgdom of Irehnd, is faid f6 deilvc its defcent from Hiberitils, or 
Hei>er, cldfeft fon of MiTcfiuj, king of Spain, who was born in E^pt. 
and, with his brother H^remort, began thcif reign jointly ov^t IttMa 
in the year of the world S704. 
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tommanded the Yarmouih, of feveniy guns, one of the 
fleet fent into thb Baltic againft that very natioh, under 
>vhofe banners caplain O^rien had formerly enllfted. 
No hoftilitjes, however, took place. His next appoint- 
ment was to the Dreadnought, of fiJtty guns, oncof fifteeii 
Ihips of the tine ordered to be ioihibdlately got ready for 
fea in the month of July 1728, He did not long remain 
in this (hip, being promoted, early in the following year, 
to the Kent, of feveniy guns, one of the. fleet kept, tm 
various occafions, in a conflant ftate of equipment fot 
iwo or three years. In 1731, when it at laft put to fen 
in order 10 fecure the Infant Don Carlos in the pofleffion 
of hisdominiomin Italy, Mr. O'Brien proceeded thither 
in the fame fliipi Not long after his return to England 
he is faid to have again entered into ihe fervice of Rtifiiat 
which quitting a fecond time, he refiimed once more his 
original ftaiion of captain in the Brilifti navy^ being &p- 

fointed, in 1742; to the Princefs Royal, a fecond fate. 
n this command he died on the 1 ilh of February 1743» 
OWEN, William, — was, on the »ft of January, 
appointed captain of the Solebay. We have nothing to 
add relative to this gentleman, but ihat he died in England 
on the i+thof Auguft 1722, being atthat time commander 
of the Ipfwich. 

PACE, John,^was, on the 27th of February 17(3, ' 
appointed captain of the Triton's Prize, but is not othtN 
wife mentioned. 

PARKER, Chriftopher, — was a gentleman of avety 
refpedable and ancient family in Ireland. On January i^ 
1712-13, he was promoted to the command of liie Spjtd- 
well ; but fo undiltinguiOied were his feveral fervices and 
employments, that we have no information conccrnln? 
them till the year 1739. when he was appointed captain of 
the Torbay, of eighty guns. In 174.0 we linJ him cap- 
tain of the fame fliip, which was one of the fleet equipped 
for Channel fervice, and put under the conimand o! i\t 
-John Norris. On its return into port, and fubfequent 
order to fail to tht^Wefl Indies with fir Chaloner 
Oglo on the expedition againft Carthagena, captain 
Parker qwrtred the command of theTorbay ; and wc find 
BO mention made of his having held any nava! employment 
or commidion after that time. On ihe lil of September 
Vol. IV. D 17^^, 
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17+7, he totally retired from the fervlce with the r 
a rear-admirat on half pay. He died in Henry-ftre 
Dublin, on the ift of February 1765, having n 
very advanced age. 

PARR, John, — was appointed to the Penzance ; and is 
no farther nneniioned than as having died, in England, on 
the 23d of May 17+2. 

POOLE, Charles,— was made captain of the Newport ; 
and is efjuall/ unnoticed, except that he is faid to have 
died on the aoih of January j 738. A MS. memorandum 
dates him to have died one year earlier. 

ST. LOO, John, — was appointed to the Valeur. 
After which he at different periods had the command of 
fcveral frigates, which, owing to the particular circnm- 
ItanccB of the limes, were employed on fervices that have 
palled unnoticed, with the exceptions, that, in 1727, he 
comtnanded the Ludlow Caftle on the Newfoundland fta- 
tion*; and, in 1729, was captain of the York, of fixly 
guns, one of the fleet colle&ed, under fir Charles Wager, 
at Spithead, but tjuitted that (hip in the following year. 
In 173I1 he was appointed to the Experiment, 
a (hip of twenty gun^i, ordered to be e<juippcd for the 
Weft Indies to protefl the commerce t,f thai part of rfie 
world from the infidcs and depredations daily com- 
mitted on it by the Spanifh guarria coftas. We find no 
mention made of him after this lime till the year 17+5, 
when he commandrd ihe Princefs Royal, a fecond rate- 
On the 15th of July I747t he was put on (he fupcrannu- 
aJed litl «Uh the rank and half pay ofa rear-admiral 4 a 
comfortable and honourable retirement, which hecnjoyed 
till his fleaih, on ihc 28th of DetL-mhtr 1757. 

SAUNDEKSON, or SANDERSON, Sir William, 
—was the fon of captain Ra^ph S 1 dfrfon, of whom we 
have given a (horl accocbt, Vot. I- pa^e 314, He is 
by many perfons confounded wi'h, and 'iippofed to 
be the (ame perfon with the fir William SjunJerfon of 
whom fome mention is alfo made. Vol, H. p. 192; 

* To Ctmtc, No. 666s, ■■ '° *M'c(* pnCented by ihii gcnilrnui) 
U bu iti»}el\f king GcoTfie ibc Second, un tm acceQJon to ibe liirooe^ 
from (be iiih^biiauitof PWtniia, tad Ihe (evcial (ciilcmciiii on the 
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and while there are fomereafons*which firongly militste 
againll fuch an idea, there are many which appear to fa- 
vour it. Captain Saiiiiderfon was appointed to the Pere- 
grine yacht ; and having, after the demife of cjucen Anne, 
had tlie honour of attending king George the Firft to 
England, on his 6r(l arrival from Hanover after his aocef- 
fion 10 the crown, was Icnighted by that monarch, at 
Gravefendt under the royal Handard, before he landed. 
This is the only occafion on which he appears in the cha- 
rafler of a naval officer ', for quitting that line of fervicc 
immediately after receiving the above honour, he was 
appointed gentleman-ulher of the black rod ; and, on the 
19th of July 1730, was created a baronet. 

He married, firft, Drury, onR of the daughters and 
coheirs of fir William Wray, of Aftiby, in the county of 
Lincoln, baronet, by whom he bad feveral children; 
Ralph i and Edward, who were bolh fea officers, and died 
before him without ilTue; fir William, vho afterwards 
fucceeded him; and a daughter, name J Tufton. He 
married, to his fecond wife, Elizabeth, daughter of &- 
muel Howe, efq. judge of the high court of admiralty, 
which Elizabeth wasihe reliift of Simon Dagge, of Derby, 
cfq. great- grandfon of fir Simon Dagge, knight, one of 
the judges of the king's bench. By this lady fir William 



• He (the firft of ihcfe genileinco} h ftiicd fir WilliMn S»Ddeifoi» 
ia ihe year 16B8 ; and ihe pcf Ton of whom we are now (peaking ccr- 
iiinly hid no liglu 10 ihai liile till ihe ytar 1714. On tbe other 
band we may be induced to fuppofe ihis 1 miftake or anaehronifni, 
in fame of ihc iranrciiberiof ihc MS- from which ihii In forma lion ii 
derived, ncealioned by his having, al a rubfequcTiI time, received ibat 
honour. We are fupponcd in ihii belief by the circamflance of hii 
fon, Ralph, having iiialned 10 ihe rank of poll captain Trvcral ytait 
before bim> If i\i£y ire in reality one and ihe fame pciFon, fir 
William muQ have lived in lola) rciiremciit from ibe fervicc during 
a period of twenty years; iliat it lo fay, from the year 1693 10 lytSi 
■ circumflaace very emt a ordinary, and not a Utile imprubable. Thcie 
arc many reafoni of inferior confequence which might be urged on 
both fides of ihe qneAion; bm at the rea! Rate of ihe fafl could not 
even (hen be fettled, we On 1 1 uvoid entering into a long and unnecef- 
fary detail 
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have already noticed, page 16. 
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had no ifljje. He died at Greenwich on the 1 7tli of 
May 1727 *^ , 

,. SHORTER, John, — ^as appointed to the Gibralter., 
We find no other mention mstde of Mnj except that 6f 
his death, which happened, in England, on the 2d of 
May. 17253, 

WHORWOOD, or WARWOOt), Thomas,— was 
appointed to the Queenborough frigate. We hear no- 
thing more, of him, notwrthftanding we are perfuaded he 
heW many intermediace commiflions, till the month of 
April 1 723, when he was made commander of the Captain, 
a third rate of feventy guns; in which (hip he continued 
4hree or four years, being employed at hornet, till the year 
:i726, when he accompanied fir Charles Wager to the 
•Baltic. His next confequential command was that of tlic 
Cambridge, of eighty guns, to which (hip he was ap- 
.-pointed, in 1739> on the expeftation of a rupture witTi 
Spain ; and in the following year fervcd in the fleet, col- 
IsEtcd for Channel fervice, under the command of fir John 
^orris. On his return into port he was promoted to the 
Nepttine of ninety guns, in which fhip he remained two 
*3rears. Not long after hlf quitted this command, he was, 
on the 26th of may 1744^ appointed commiffioher of the 

* In the Englifh baronetage are the following particulars relMvc 
^ to the family, vhich, as fpecially relating to captain Rat^h Sanderfon, 
the immediate father of fir William, we have thought it nay not be 
improper to infer/. . ' 

*• James, the third fon of Alexander De Bedic, heitig eilled ^Afi^f 

. andcr fon, whence came, the family name of Sanderfon, mai'^fcd 'the 

daughter of fir Walter Wit ton, and lies buried in Wafliirigt6n 



— -, * ^. engagement, his foot flipptVig,^ 

•down, and- by. which fall he died; but fuch was the gteaf eftcem that 
prince had for him, that he buried him a r Queenborough, an^er flie 
altar, at his own. expence ; bnd made his fon Ralph, the next day iifter 
.the; engagement, lieutenant to fir John Harman. . This Wiffiam tf«r- 
.; ried Elizabeth, daughter of r-»— Smith, of oMiBtdiijhiiiam, in N(>r« 
folk ; by wWm he had iflue Ralph Sanderfon, e^." who ^waif ^MiQe a 
captain m the WefilndiesXy .hy fir J. Harman ; and was captaiil p^feVrVal 
fhips of war in the laft Dutch wars. He married Ephfaim, daughter 

r of Garrett, of Norfolk, cfq. and had one fon and two daughters 

'' *— William, Martha, and Elizabeth. He died 1699. 

X 1 his is a miitake, it fhould be the Mediterranean. 

t At captain of a guard ibip. 

lAYf 
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nz\y reildent al Deptford, in which flatioD he died on tha 
l3ihof February 1745. 

WOOD, John, — was appointed to the Sun Prize, and' - 
is no ottienvife noiiccd than as having died ia England Qn;_ 
ihe 8th of November 1725, 

WRIGHT, Ezekie!,— is as little known as the pre- 
ceding gentleman. He was appointed to the NighiingaJe, 
2D(] died, in England, romciime in the year 1736 •. 



1714- 

DELGARNO, Arthur.— was, on December 18, 1714^ 

?iomotcd 10 be captain of the Hind, of twenty guns. 
n the courfe of the following year his fliip was ordert:4 
out, asacruifer, for the proteftion of commerce ; and^ 
early in the year 1716, was fent to Ltlbon, and the Me- 
diterranean; where he was jolnfil, in the month of June, 
by vice-admirat Baker, and a foiall fquadron ccjuippcd 
for the purpofe of reftraining the depredations and info- 
lence of the Salleiines, and oiher piiatical (latcs on the 
coaH of Barbary. Captain Delgarno had fcarcely 
reached his Aation when he had the good fortune, in the 



t So confiderabic a numbrr of 


: added a lifi of ihe order id wbic)) 


captaini on the fame day, we have 


ibeyfiood in ptuni of reaLoiily, 
Sir William Undahn. 




Ezekiei Wtighl, 


Thomas Hughes, 


Grorge FairUy. 


TliomaiTomkim.— N.B. The 


Arihurjone,. 


~ name of <his gentleman is in- 


Thoma. Howard, 


fcntd as a capuin in ihc navy, 


John Si. Loe. 


bul no raenlion is midi even 


Jam^s CmpbeJI, 


cf (he Otip he wat appoinlcd lo 


Sir Edward Blacker, 


coflliniiui. 


Robert H^rwood, 


Tbocnas Dennis, orDennel, 


Thomas Wliorwood, 




V/-.\\»m Haddock. 


JoJin Wood. 


Tyrwhil Caylcy, 


William Gramme, or Grahjtn. 


Tboma. Davcri. 


Eichard Davh, 


W.aian, Owen, 


^^..ll)ew CawpbeJl, 


Johi. Shorter, 


Cbarle. fiool.-, 


E^watd Nurfe, 


JuSnCodnei, 


Mungo Hcctlman, 


William Llovd, 


Thomai Mirwood, 


ehrifiopher P-.ter, 


Sir Hn>;h Middkion, 
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monih of May, to capture one of ihe Sallctinc corfairs, 
which, alrhough of a force apparently contemptible, 
mounting only eight guns, had done considerable mifchief. 
In the month of Oflober, while cruifing off Cape Can- 
tine, he had the farther happinefs of falling in with otie 
of iheir principal vcflcis, carrying twenty-four guns, and 
manned with a very numerous and chofen crew. After a 
very dcfperate contcft, which continued without inter- 
miflion for two hours and an half, the pirate ftruck ; but 
had prcvioufly received fo much injury in her hull, rfiat 
/he had fcarcely furrendered half an hour when (he funk; 
the fea ai the fame time ninning fo high that her whole 
crew periihed with her, except thirty-eight men. 

When the rupture look place with Spain, in the year 
1718, captain Delgarno was appointed to the Sheernefs ; 
and being ordered out as a cruifer off the coaft of Spaia 
during the cnfiung feafnn, had the good fortune to capture 
a Spanifh packet-boat, or Hoop of war, mounting eighteen 
carriage guns and fix pattararoes, bound from St. Do» 
mingo to Cadiz, having on board a very valuable cargo of 
cocoa, logwood, and other commodities, befides feveral 
cherts of dollars. No oiher notice is taken of him, ex- 
cept to inform us that he died, in Scotland, on the i8th of 
May 1731. 

GEDDES, Alexander, — the defcendant of a refped- 
ablc and ancient family in Scotland, was, on the 15th of 
November 1714, appointed captain of the Blandford, or, 
as others fay, though we believe with lefs truth, of the 
Feverfliam. After he quilted the Blandford, a command 
we believe him to have retained for a few months only, 
he is not known to have received any other conuniffiontiU 
the 3d of November 1726, when he was made captain of 
the Portland. A variety of conjeflures have been formed as 
to thecaufeof thisinaflivity, for, from feveral coinciding 
circumilances, Mr. Geddes was, at that particular period, 
a man more talked of than generally happens in the cafe 
of fo youn^ a commander, and what may, comparatively 
fpeakmg, be called fo private a perfon. 

Mr. Geddes was fufpeiSed of being a ftrong favourer of 
the hoiifc of Stuart ; and has a61ual!y been reprefented, by 
many,ashavingfcriouflycngagcdinaconrpiracy,with(nany 
perfons of liigh rank, to intrcducc the pretended prince of 
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WalesintoEng!and,whcreanJnrurre£lionwhichwastohave 
taken place in many parts al the fameinftant in hisfavuur, 
is faid to have been projefled as the mnft feafible means of 
enfuring fuccels to the undertaking. Nothing, hnwcver, 
beyond mere furmife and conjeflore; thai too, perhaps, 
very ill-founded, and unwarrantably propagated, appears 
to have attached to captain Geddes. In times, however, 
like thofe of which we are now fpeaking, the flightefl fuf- 
picion is taken, and actually puniflied, on many occafions, 
as rigidly as the mod apj&rent and politlve guilt would 
deferve : and it is not improbable the caufe above ftatcd 
might be the reafon why he continued fo long feduded 
from the fervice. 

This treatment appears, however, to have been at laft 
confidered fo harfh and unmerited, that, as already dated, 
he was, in the year 1726, not only appointed to a (hip of 
fifty guns, but ordered lo take rank from the date of his 
firft commiflion ; fo it plainly apjpears, that, previous to 
his latter command, he was for iome time confidered at 
totally out of the fervice. In April 1729, he was ad- 
vanced to the Dreadnought, a fourth rate of fixty guns. 
in which (hip he continued till after the year '735; and, 
in common with all other his cotemporaries, who held a 
command in the fame armament, palled a life of perfeft 
. inaflivity liJI the year 1731, when he accompanied fir 
Charles Wager to the Mediterranean. In the year 1734 
his fliip was one of the fleet aflembled in the Downs, 
in the month of June, under the command of fir John 
Norris, and which afterwards lay at Spithead during ihe 
remainder of the fummer. In the following year we 
believe him to have accompanied the fame admiral on his 
voyage to LiHion ; but find no other mention made of 
him till after the nipturc with Spain in 1739- In confe- 

Suence of that event he was, towards the latter end of 
le ye^r 1740,' appointed to the Marlborough, a fecpnd 
rate of ninety giins : in which ffaip he ferved, during the 
enfuing year, under fir John Norris, who had the com- 
mand in the Channel; but where no iranfa^Jon, in any 
degree imcrelling took place, as the fccne of war in 
Europe was almolt totally confiacd to and centered in 
f)ie Mcdiierraneau. 

P* Thnt 
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That ihip being ordered foon after to join admirsil 
Haddock, who had the chief command on the ftatioa jii^ 
mentioned, captain Geddes quitted her ; and we have not 
been able to difcover whether he was afterwards ^poinle^ 
to another. On the 6th of April 17439 he was madp 
an extra CQmmiflioner of the navy ; but having attained an 
advanced age, and beconne very infiFm, he retired ahogtr 
ther from public life in the month of June 1749. j\ 
temporary penfion of 2^ol. a year was fettled on him, by 
order of council, bearing date op the 28th of the fii^me 
month, till, as was exprelTed in the minute, he could h^ 
better provided for. This honourable retirement he ha4 
not the fatisfaflion of enjoying for any letigth of time^f 
dying in England on the 24th of Januajy 1750, 

From the general conduct and fubfequent treatn^ent of 
this gentletnan, the following ufeful and inftrud^ive leffi>i|'^ 
may be drawn, firft, that the political principles of 21 mvi' 
pijiri£t h&riaiir can jrarely or never become injurious to hif ' 
jiative county, however ftrongly they may militate s^oin^ 
the general opinion ; and, fecondly, that oppreffion, thougH - 
frequently, is at the fame time too often wantonly charged 
on thofe who are entrufted with the management of pubKe 
concerns. Though, from the nature of their ftations, thej^ 
niay be compelled to be hafty and violent, even to a degree cSP^ 
jAfiprudence in their cenfures,refentments,arid punilhincnts^ 
yet the inft?^nt cool reafon (hall have fuperceded the impetus 
pfity they were, perhaps, reluftantly compelled to adopt} 
^ot alhamed of acknowledging their former error, tkcy- 
are equally as eager in endeayouring to atone for itj, as they- 
had before been to embrace, for pofitive proofj, that very 
doubtful and prefumptive evidence which led them into k> 

W|LLIS, Francis, — was, on the 20th of September 
17 14, appointed captain of the Deal Caftle, of f^enty^ . 
four gunf . He continued in this fhip feveral years ; aiKk 
i^ I7i7> was ordered, with fir George Byng, tq the 
Baltic, which appears to have been the nrft coniequei^tia^ 
fervice in which he was eniployed. He afterwards com^ 
hianded two or three fmall frigates on differehf unnoticed 
fervices; and was at laft unfortunately loft^j in a gale oj| 
wind, off th& Lizard^ on the loth of November 1729. 
he being at that time commander of the Royal Anne ^ley* 
In this veflel he had been ordered to proceed to &d)a« 
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Joes with the lord Bclhaven, who had been jufl befora 
appoiAli'tt governor of the illand. His lordlhip, and the 
gra^K^l gmt qI' the ciew, perlllied with ihe veflel. 



h 



17^5- 



BRAND, Ellis, — was, on the 19th of Oiftoter 1715, 
appointed captain gf the Garland, and, extraordinary a& 
it may appear, is not ever afterwards noticed; fticli 
commands, therefore, as he was h^ppy enough to obtain, 
mult, to a certainty, have unlortunalely been of si 
very trivia) and undiftinguilhable nature. He was one of 
the otficers put on the liiperannnated lilt, as a rear- 
admiral, in piirfuance of an order made on the 28th of 
J-uly 1747 : an honourable penfion, which hi-confequently 
enjoyed till ins death, on the 22(t of Oflober 1759. 

DENT, Digby, — was, on the 5th of Odlober 1715, 
promoted tu bf captain of the Lynn, a fifth rate of forijr 
^uns. Ih this Ihip he continued feveral years; and, in 
J7I7, accompanied iir George Byng on his expedition to 
ihc mltJL, We do not believe he obtained the conimantt' 
of a (hip of the line prcviows to the year ly'li, when ho 
was appointpd to the Captain, of feventy gims, one of >h* 
fleet CKdered to the Mediterranean under fir C- Wager, 
He continued, after his icturn,toconiniand the fame ftiipfor 
nconJideTable length of time, at lealt, till after 1 734, wbcti 
^t was one of the fleet coHefled, in the Downs, under ttia 
command of Iir J. Norris. He was very foon after ihii 
appointed commodore of the ft^iiadron employed on the 
Jamaica jt^tioti, where he died on the 19th of Auguft 
>737- 

KENDAL, Charles, — after having for fomo tim« 
commanded, as aifting captain, the Exeter, of feventy 
ffnns, was, on that (hip's being ordered 10 join fir George 
Byng, appointed captain of the Queenboroiigh frigate on 
^e 26ih of July 1715. We have no particular accouii( 
of his having, held any Gomraanil after tiiis ti[iie> till Ihtf 

year 
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year 1726, when he was appointed to the Weyraturth, of 
fifty guns, one of the fliips lent into the Baltic under the 
cominand of fir Charles Wager. With this gentleman 
tie continued to ferve, on his being ordered to the Medi- 
terranean, during the (iege of Gibraltar ; but is not in any 
other w^y mentioned in the fervice, nor do we even meel 
Tvith him named as commander of any (hip. He diedi 
according lo Mr. Hardy, on the 19th of January 1743; 
but other accounts place ii exactly three years later. 

PEARCE, Vincent, — was, on the 5th of Oaober 
1715, promoted to the command of the Phoenix, of 
twcniy-four guns. In this fljip he remained a confider- 
able time, having, in 1717, accompanied fir George 
Byng to the Baltic; and being ordered, in the following 
year, to the Bahama Idands, to fupprefs 3 formic- 
able band of pirates who had taken Ihelter there and 
committed numbeHefs depredations on the (hips of all 
nations wiiich frequented ibe coaft of Africa, the Weft 
Indies, or the American Teas. By the diligence and a&i- 
irity difplaytd by himfelf and two or three other com- 
manders who were employed in the fame kind of fervice 
this nuifance was foon fuppreiled. After his return from 
the lalt-mentioned (lation he was, in 1733, appointed 
captain of the Rippon, of fixty guns, one of twelve 
fhips of the line then put in commiiTiou, but on what 
occafion, except for the purpofe of guarding againft any 
fudden or unexpefled infult, ftil! remains a ficret. Wo 
find no olher mention made of him after this time, except 
that he ditd on the 28lh of May 1745, having, as we be- 
lieve, re'.ircd from the fervice for feveral years. 

PHILLIPS, Erafmus, — was, on the 23d of December. 
1715, promoted 10 be captain of the Blandford frigate. 
This Ihip being obliged, foon after the firft appointment, 
to be taken into dock for a thorough repair, he was, a 
fccondtime, commilhonedlo h(T on the I2ih of April 17 17, 
He was unfortunately drowned in the bay of Eifcay, the 
fliip foundering, in a gale of wind, on the sSth of March 
1719. 

SMART, Thomas,— was, on the afiih of July 1715, 
appointed captain of the Squirrel, of Iweniy guns, one of 
^e Ihips ordered to attend |ir George Byng, who had juft 
hfion been invefted with the command, in the North Se9s> 
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of a (tout fquadron, intended to prevent the introduflion of 
any fuppliesintoScotlandforthefupportof ihe rebel army 
ill that kingdom. He is no otherwjfe mentioned than 
a« having died on the 8lh of November 172?. 

WHfrWORTH, Edward,— was, on the 2d of June 
'■■ I7IS1 appointed captain of the Blandford ; in which Ihip 
he did not long continue, being, in the month of De- 
cember folkjwing, promoted lo the Ludlow Caftle, and 
ordered for Jamaica. After his return from that ftation, 
about the year 1719, he was made captain of the Adven- 
ture, in which fiiip he died on the 28th of April 1721. 

WILLIAMS, Thomas, — was, on the 9th of July 
1715, appointed to the Laiincefton. In 1720 he com- 
jnanded the Warwick, of fifty guns, one of the fleet fetit 
to the Baltic under fir John Norris. We believe him to 
have retired fiot long after this time from the fervice ; for 
airhough h^ lived till the 21ft of July 1752, wc do not find 
piiy mcpiion made of bim after his command of the War- 
witk, He was alfo omitted in ihe dilferent promotions of 
flag officers, the feiijor of which *, the honourable George 
Clinton, was, at the time of captain Williams's death, 
his junior on the lift of captains. The above circum- 
(tances appear fully to juftify this fuppolition. 




1716. 



_ _^_ TON, Honourable Georget, — was the fecoiia 
r (on of Francis, fixth earl of Lincoln, and his fecond wife 

Sufan 



, admiral of the flcel. 
nilyltiokihfir name of Clinlon frora » lordflirp inCom. 
Oxon, iio* failed Glriiliii ; and (ai appears ftom a manurciipt i» 
the Coiion l-ibra,/, Tibciiuj, E g.) dt^fcended from William de 
Villa Tancftdi, chamberlain of MurmMidy. ind Maud hii wife, 
daugbier nf William de Arcliei, whofc defceat ii derived frorf 
Wevia, Clltr loGunora, duiehcfiof Normandy; which William bad 
ilite three toot, OAert, Kcnebald, and William, who dl Kcompft-^ 
., ■-= iue4 
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Sufan PcnniRon, daughter of Anthony PenniftoQy^n^ of 
the county of Oxford. ITiis gentleman haying cnt^rfii 
early in life into the navy, was, after a lon^ fervke aji4 
regular progrcflion through the different fiibordin^ci, fl^r 
tipns, promoted, at the age of thirty-one, oa^ i4^1> of 
June 17 16, to be captain of the Speedwell. Xfe JJ^Jtf. 
command with which we can take upon us perj^i?ip(0|;il^ 
to fay he was inverted, was that of the Monk* ^ fottrtjl 
rate of fifty guns, one of the fleet fcnt into the- Q^tj/t^ 
under fir John No.rris, in the year 1720. On the rejm^. 
of the fleet to England, at. the clofe of the ye^r,, ix w^ 
unfortunately overtaken by a dreadful ten^p^rt, in ^hjph 
all the (hips were in extreme dai^er, and the Mpnk wjp^. 
lyihappily loft. Her crew, however, with thQ gre%tej[ 
part of ner ptovifions ^nd ftores, wer^ feyed. C^gt^Q 
(plijiton was, almoft immediately after his. arrival/ ^gr. 
opinted to the Nottingham, of fixty guns, 4 (hip. QUir 
ployed on the fame fervice,. and under tjhe fajopi.e ^qo^i;^ 
^ in the preceding year. He quitted this <;QmQVM?j|^ 
about the year 1722; and we find no account of bi^h^Xr 
ing b^d ^riy fubiequent appointment till the year l^.2j^^ 
when he was m;ade captain of the Cokhefter. In t^* 
fhip he failed for the Mediterranean under the cojiripi^q 
of rear-admiral Hopfbn. He continued on this ftation, 
during the continuance of hoftilities with Spain, adlvely, 
and as confequentially employed, by fir Charles Wager, 
as the nature of the fervice permitted*. In the month 

T ' . , I .1 I. I .1 . , 1 , r i| 

nied William the Conqueror in his yicitirious expedition into £Dgv 
land, A.D. 1066, and w^re rewarded by bim with large pofTeffion^ 
viz. the manors of Kenil worth, Colefhitl, and Maxtoke, in Warwick^ 
ibire, and the manor of Glim ton, in OxfordQiire. Ofbert was de- 
i^9)qain4ted 4c T^iikervik*, and had iifue Willi^ it Taftl^rr ile, hit 
il^ aj^d heir, whpfc Ton it neba.l was of the fam.e pUce^ whicB cftj^ca 
came ^y marriage of a fea)a}e heir to William oe Cantelupe; ana 
Acnebaldy fecond fon of William, having, by gift of the Conaueror, 
the lordibip oL i^Uncoo, in Oxfordibire, {wilk other lands) bu dfi* 
fcendants affumed that ficnaqne.. 

. .f iie was ^oipft cpnllaatly employed in convoying (IpFeQ^filll l^m 
t^yeep Gib.r^Itar^^pd the neighbouring ports, as Lilbon^ Tetqan, f^ 
^ in thtmoat^ pf April 1727, was fent to cfcon ibc ^wlu^ 
ilca( tp Spn}^rpji. He yi^as a^p s^t intervsls prdered oot ojq fhprt crl^i<^|| 
mA qn i{arip)|s Utt\): defiutory attacks on diHerent Spaniih batteii^ft m 

t\^^ msi^^^)^^ of Qi|>ralur, events tpQ trivial tp V pvticHtsr^' 
cstczcci into* 
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ft"SepKfnb*r 1727, he was fent home to protefl xhc 
'?'iirkey fleet from Gibraltar: and the Colcheftcr being 
Kt'dcted, bn its arrival, to be difmantied and laid up, 
^prain'Ctinton was, in the month of July 1728, ap- 
pointed (^omihandcf of the SiilherJand, a graitJ-(bip. car- 
iyyingiixty gi'ns i in which ftiip he coiumticd lilt the 
'Wotith of May 1729. We do not find htm ctnployed 
-««yttWre fill 1732, when he was appointed commodore 
*^f the fquAdron annually fent to Newfoundland, of whicii 
■•Jftand he Was alfii made pirernor. Jn 1734 he com- 
tfcandcdlhe Berwick, of (evenly gtins, one of the fleet 
collefted in the Downs under the command of fir John 
Worris, He probably diiftiot conuitue to retain this 
Kfition for'My grtat'length trftime, for, in 1737, he was 
-fint out cotntnodore and coirnnarKWr-in-chief of ihefhips 
/tti the Meditcfiancan : but we have no information that 
|%e can poJitivety rely on, as to the fliips he commanded, 
fill the commencement of the war with Spain, in 1739, 

RWn after which he was appointed tothe Prince Frederic, 
f feveniy guris. In the following yeatrwetiBd him cap- 
tain of the Marlborough, a (ecomt rate. 
'In 171^1 he quitted the ocaipation of a naral comman- 
eribeitrg, on (he 41+1 of July, appointed capKain -general 
^hd governor-in-chref of New York. He continued 
•there, as fot*'aftci*,-'till the year 1753*, baving: in ttie 
Interim becti 'promoted, on the 7th of December t74Sr 
To be rear-admital of tlie red; and progreifively after- 
t ^ards, on the 19th of Jime 1744, ihe 2^ <^ ApiS!. 1745, 
■ted the 15th of Jiily 1747, lo be viccof thowhite, 
Office of the red, and. admiral of the whit^. On his relurn 
from America he was chofen member for the bOroHgh-of 
Baltafh in the parliament which met on the 31ft. of May 
ir754 ; and, on the death of admii^l Stewart in the monih 
Spf March 1757, became admiral of the iieet. Having 
^s attained the higheft tiavai rank in the fervice with 
nfvllied reptitation, and the jiirtly acquired charafler 
' 'meriting, on all occafions, the good-will of his 



i* f tmnndsneif ij eoniradifled hv oiher pcrTons, who alTert, 
i7jo,orjI. lie w«s fuirreedtd by Mr. Del^ncej'. Wcap- 

Jtehtnd, indeed, iliii 10 ba a miftike, aiidih«Mi. D.wii ihelicate- 

u'Dt-^dveinor on)}'. 

'' countrymen. 
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di»ifion, under monfieur dc Court, which led iheenemjif 
*an, manifeftcd the ftroogeft difpofition of wifliing to 
avoid a dofe aflion. 'J'heir admiral would for a fhori 
time lay-to with much apparent refolution ) but whenever 
'Air. Rowley and his fquadron approached him he fet all his 
fails ; and from the advantage of having all his fhips jiiA 
out of port, and clean, was enabled for fome hours to 

EreventtheBritifh fqiiadron fromclolingwilh, and bringing 
Im toa^ion. T he fe wavering andunfteady manoeuvres 
were at laft, indeed, produflive of the very confequence 
ihey were intended to avoid. The Spanifli (hips being 
heavy failers, Mr. De Court was obliged to bring to for 
them, or they would otherwife have fallen an eafy facri- 
£ce to ihe fuperior force of Mr. Mathews. 

Mr. Rowley, therefore^ in confequence of the aboTtf 

*trcumilance, clofed wilh and began to engage the French 

admiral and his fecond, adern, about two o'clock. Thtf 

Wcounter continued wilh the greatefl vigour and rcfolu^^ 

;^h for near two hours; during which he was very ably 

Supported by captain Ofbornc, in the Princefs Caroline^ 

M. De Court finding, between three and four o'clock, that 

lie had decidedly the worft of iheaflion, fet his forefailand 

made off, leaving his two feconds to feciire his retreat in 

■the beft manner they could. The conteft with thefe fliips 

did not continue longer than twenty minutes, when they 

raUb followed the example of their comraander'in-chief. 

I Ti'tiefe three were the only Ihips of the French divifion 

Ijrhich were engaged, the remainder keeping their wind 

r jtvith intention to tack upon and weather Mr. Rowley ; k 

^JDanoeuvre they were prevented from carrying into exe- 

■ -"-tion by the leading fhips of the van, which dexteroufly 

d aitentivcly purfued the fame meafure. In the above 

I Mr. Rowley had eighteen men killed and thiny 

' wounded i a lofs which, confidering its lliurt duration, 

Lyery fufSdently proves the vigour and fpirit of the 

f iqonlefting parties, Mr. Rowley coniinued in the Medi- 

pterranean afier the above encounter, but, as il is well 

r Jtnown, no fubfequent engagement look place. On the 

f Xgth of June 1744, he was advanced tv be vice-admiral 

J Qi the blue: and admiral Mathews having, on the aillof 

e^uguft following, flruck his flag in Vado Bay, refigncd 

" A chief command of the Sect to him. The fubfequent 

I naval 
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tVaval operations of that part of the world appear, 
indeed, to have been principally confined to per- 
petual cruifes, for the purpofe uf proteSing ihc Brilifli 
coBimcrcc by confining the enemy's fleets in port. 
Nolbing, indeed) can more ftrongly prove the vice-ad- 
miral's fuperiorily and fpijited conduit, than his having 
wirh numbers far inferior to the fleet which France and 
Spain had it in -their power to colled in that part of the 
vorM, failed from Mahon in qucft of the enemy, who 
Vere timid enough to ftirink ii-om tlie conteft by conti- 
huiog in port. 

The confequence of this very fplrltcd behaviour in Mr. 
Rowley was, that being on the cHih of Oflober joined by 
Mr. Oiborne, and a diviiion of the fleet which had been 
detached on a feparate feri'icC) he found himfelf fo com- 
pletely mailer of thofe feas, that fcarcely a fliip of the 
enemy could put to fea without being in the grcalcft 
danger of capiure or deftnidtion. During the month of 
AprU 1745, on ihc 23d of which month, we have to ob- 
ferve by the way, he was advanced to be vice-admiral of 
the white, his cruifcrs captured or dellroyed five-and- 
tw^enty of the enemy's Jhips and veffeis, fome of them of 
great value, and no cnnteinpiible force. He continiied 
thus employed till the latter end of September, when fe- 
ver^ of the petty Itairan Hates, and particularly the Ge- 
noefe, having Ihewn, on many occafions, the greatell par- 
tiality for the caufe of France and Spain, and their con- 
tempt wf that candotir and fair conduS which ought con- 
ftantly to regulate the public aftionS of neutral Hates, it 
was deemed neceirary, not only in vindication of the 
national honour, but in punifliment of the injuries refult- 
ing from fuch behaviour, to bombard their towns, and 
convince them pradtically, how dangerous it would be for 
them to perfevere in fuch illiberal condu3. 

» Genoa, Finale, St. Remo, all felt the force of the vioc- 

admiiTal's juft refentment. The inhabitants very impro- 
perly and indecently boafted, they had received litilc injury 
from the above defultoryattack ; and held forth, that, which 
ia truth wa^theefFcfl of the vice-admiral's lenity, as a proof, 
and a very impcrfe<2 one, of his iiiabiiiry of inflifling any 
ferious punilhmeni on them. It remains, however, in 
proof, ellablillied far beyond the reach of that national 
^ Vol. IV. E fophUtry 
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fophiftry which is fo frequently exerted on fimilar 
occafions, that the power of the admiral extended far 
beyond that point to which he appeared willing to exert 
it; and that the delinquents in quedion were folely in- 
debted to his lenity, having not the fmalleft pretenfion to 
their fafety on any other ground* 

No other naval tranfa6lions took place in the Medi- 
terranean confequential enough to merit commemoration. 
Mr. Rowley, indeed, returned to England not long after- 
wards, and does not appear to have ever again gone to fea. 
On the 15th of July 1747, he was advanced to be admiral 
of the blue ; as he was, on the 1 2th of May in the follow- 
ing year, to be admiral of the white. On the 12th of 
July 1749, he received the honorary appmntment of 
rear-admiral of Great Britain ; and, on the 22d of June 
1751^ was made one of the commiflioners for executing 
the office of lord high admiral. In 1753 he was elected 
one of the knights of 'the moft honourable order of the 
Bath, and continued to hold the office of commifEoner of 
the admiralty, through three commiflions, till the 20tb of 
November 1756. He returned again to the fame ftation 
on the 7th of April 1757, but remained in it only till the 
2d of July following. 

The intereft and political confequence derived by lord 
Anfon from his wealth, his fuccefs over the French fleet in 
^747, and the honours bellowed on him as a reward for 
liis condu6l on that occaiion, procured that nobleman, 
although junior in rank to fir William, the offices of vice- 
admiral of England^ and admiral of the fleet, in prefer- 
ence to the latter. But on the death of his lordfhip, in 
1762, fir William, as a matter of courfe, fucceeded to the 
ftation of admiral of the fleet, and on that occafion redgned 
the office of rear-admiralof Great Britain. Having thus with 
much honour and the moft unblemifhed reputation attained 
the higheft rank in the fcrvice, he continued to live 
ever afterwards in retirement ; and died, as may be natu- 
rally fuppofed from his length of fervice, in an advanced 
age, on the ift of January 1768. 

SMITH, William,— .fwas, on the loth of May 1716, 
appointed captain of the Port Mahon frigate. He conti- 
nued for many years to command this fliip, in which he 
accompanied fir John Norris to the Baltic in the year. 
1720. While employed on that fervice he was, early in 

the- 
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the following year, promoted to ihe Dartmouth, of fifty 
guns, as fuccelfor to captain Eatun, who removed inlt> 
the Kingfton. In 1726 he commanded the York, of fixty 
guns, one of the fliips belonging to Mr. Hopfon's fqua- 
dron in the Mediterranean. He continued there during 
filing year under (ir Charles Wager; and after his 
was ordered to the Weft Indies ; on which ftatioii 
le became for 3 fliort time, during (he year 1729, com- 
filianding officer, he being the fenior captain after the death 
of Mr. St. Loe. He returned from thence in the month of 
Aiigiift 1 729 J he [hen commanded the Feverfham, a frigate, 
and brought home a fleet of 48 merchant Hips under 
his proteiSion. We do not find him in any command after 
this lime till the year 1741, and believe liim then to have 
been captain of the Romncy, a fourth rate of fifty guns. 
No other particulars are known, relative to this gentle- 
man, except that he was advanced to the rank of a rear- 
admiral, and put on the fuperannuated lift on the 2ift of 
July 1747. He died on the a^d of February 1756. 

STEVENS, John.— was, on the loth of Augtift 1716, 
made captain of the Snccefs ftorelhip. What fubfequcnt 
commiflions he received we have been unable to procure 
any information of, or, indeed, to colleit any other par- 
ticulars concerning him, except that he died in England 
on the 3d of November 1731. 

WHITNEY, Thomas,— was, on the 13th of Oflober 
1716, appointed commander of the Ex,eter, of fixty guns. 
After this time we meet with no particulars concerning 
him till the year 1726, when he was captain of the 
Chatham, of fifty guns, one of the fleet ordered for the 
Baltic under the command of fir Charles Wager. On 
the return of the fleet into port, the Chatham was ordered 
to Sheernefs to be difmantled and laid up : and we find no 
farther mention made of captain Whitneytlll 1734, when 
he was appointed to command the Britannia, of one 
hundred guns, as fecond captain under fir John Norris. 
He is fa!d, by Mr, Hardy, to have been firft captain to that 
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tnuft have taken place in the folio 
Tankred Robinfon, who was, as we beli 
to that ftaiion, was promoted to a flag. 

^—ibat he held any fubfequent command. 

HJsnd on the 9th of December 1741. 



; true, the appointment 



year, when fit 
:vc, firft appointed 
We do not know 
He died in Eng- 

NO 
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NO promotions in the line of captains took pfaoe^ 
during the above year.- 



1 7 1 8. 



ATKINS, Samuel, -— was, on the 3d of December 
17 1 8, appointed captain of the Charles galley. We da» 
not find him commanding any two-decked (hip till the 
year 1728, when he was, on the 27th of July, commiflioned' 
to the Falkland, of fifty guns, one of fifteen (hips which 
were put into commiffion in confequencc of the repeated^* 
infults offered by the Spanifh guarda coda's,, and' that iii> 
cafe of a rupture Britain might poffefs a fleet always ready^ 
for immediate fervice. Mr. Atkins continued in the fame 
command for a confiderable time ;^ but no open rupture 
taking place, does not appear ever to have proceeded to> 
fea. We find no farther mention made of him till the 
15th of July 1747, when he was put on the fuperannuated 
lift, with the half pay of a rear-admiral; an honourable 
l^etrrcment,. m which he ever afterwards livedo He died 
on the 5th of September 1765. 

CHADWICK^ Samuel, — was, on the 14th of March 
1717-18, appointed captain of the Kinfale. We have 
nothing farther to record concerning him, except that h^ 
died in England on the 26th of December 1728. 

HUBBARD, John, — was made commander of the 
<3SrRnd on the 5th of December 1718 ; and in 1721 wa» 
captain of the Windfor, a fourth rate of fixty guns. 
Being afterwards appointed to the Rippon^. a ihip of the 
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L fame rate as the Windfor, he was fent to the Well Indies, 
where he tmhappily, with many others his brave coicm- 
poraries, fell a viiSim to difeaft, encouraged by an un- 
wholefome climate, on the lathof Sepiember 1728. 

KNIGHTON, Francis, — was, on the 17th of April 
1718, appointed to the Succefs (torethlp. We hear 
nothing farther of him til! the month of February I727, 
when he was captain of the Hampfliire, of fifiy guns, 
one of the ileet ordered to be equipped for the Baltic under 
the command of fir John Norris. He died in the above 
fhip on the i6th of July 17271 not having, as firft in- 
tended, accompanied fir John on the above voyage. 

MARTIN, William, — was fent to fea in rhe year 
■1706 imder ihe fpecial patronage and proteflion of fir 
Cloudefley Shovel. Having been, on the 24lh of April 
appointed by that admiral a miiUhipman on board the 
Fowey, under captain Ledoeic, he- had the misfortune to 
betaken in that fliip on the I4ih of April 1709; but be- 
ing exchanged in the month of Auguft following, was 
appointed, on November 15, to ferve in the fame Itation 
again, under captain Leitock, on board the Weymouth. 
In this (Iiip he continued 10 ferve for fome years, firft on 
the American, and afterwards the Weft India ftation. 
Having remained in that ftation the proper length of time 
^refcribed by the eftabiiftied rules of the fervice, and ac- 
quired a thorough knowledge of his profeftion and duty 
.as an officer, he was, on the 5lh of^ March 1714, pro- 
moted to be third licntenant of the Cumberland, the 
Ihip on board which lir John Norris hoifted his flag as 
.commander-in-chief of the fleet ordered to the Baltic. 

He was, on the I5ih of March 1717, promoted to be 
firil lieutenant of the Rupert; from which ihip, on 
the 2d of April 1718, he removed, through the intereft of 
fir John Norris, who was his relation, and who, by his 
j3erfe£t propriety of conduiS on all occafions as an officer, 
was rendered iiis friend alfo, to the fame ftation on 
board the Cumlierlaud, in which (Iiip fir John again 
^oirtcd his flag as commander-in-chief in the Baltic. 
Through the fame very honourable patronage he was, on 
the 9th of Oflober following, promoted to be captain of 
the Cumberland, being then about Uventy-two years old; 

I and, ill the month of November, received a commiffion, 
E 3 from 
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from the admiralty, confirming his appointment, bearing 
date the I oth. He was afterwards made captain of the 
Seahorfe frigate ; and on the 9th of February 17 19, was 
removed into the lilandford. In this (hip he fervcd 
during the year 1720 and 21, under his olcl commander 
and patron, fir John Norris, who commanded the fleet 
fent into the Baltic. He was next ordered out to 
America for the purpofe of fupprefling the pirates who 
Very much infeftcd that part of the world. He difplayed 
the greateft a£livity, and was remarkably fuccefsful in a 
number of little enterprifes againft thofe freebooters, in- 
fomuch that he not only received feveral addrefles from 
the merchants more particularly interefted in the com- 
merce of that part of the world, thanking him in the 
handfomeft terms for the fervices he had rendered them, 
but was honoured ^vith a public letter from the then 
fecret^y of ftate, cxprefling the warmeft approbation of 
his whole condud. 

After ' his return he does not appear to have received 
5iny commiflion till the 13th of February 1726-7, when 
he was made captain of the Advice, of fifty guns, a (hip 
commiflioned at Sheernefs to be ready in cafe of any 
fuddcn emergency. He was re-appointed to the fame 
fhip on the nth of Auguft, a new commiflion being ne- 
ceUary in confequence of the demife of king George the 
Pirfl. On the i8th of the fame month he was ordered to 
take the Hampfhire and Aflidance under his command^ 
and proceed with them to Gibraltar, where he was in- 
ftrufled to put himfelf under the orders of fir Charles 
Wager. He continued to ferve there during the re- 
mainder of the fiege, and the continuance of the wan ' 
Returning to England with the diviuon under captain 
Stewart, he arrived at Spithead on the 28th of April 
1728. On the 3d of June following he was, owing, at 
it is believed, to the indifpofition of captain Nicholas 
Haddock, ordered to take upon him the command of the 
Grafton, of feventy guns. This (hip was one of the 
fifteen fail equipped in cafe of any fudden emergency ; 
and his command was merely temporary, captain Had- 
dock having refumed his ftation in the followmg month. 
On the '^d of April 1729, he was a third lime reappointed 
to bis former (hip, the Advice. He retained this coi^r 
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niand for the three ftii-cceding years, attached to the fleets 
atimmlly collefled at Spit:iead under the command of fir 
Chajles Wager. He is laid, by Lediard, lo have attended 
that admiral to the Mediterranean in 1731, but in this 
circumftance that hiftorian is imdoubrediy miitaken. the 
Advice having remained at home as guardfliip during the 
above ptriod. 

On the 29lh of November 1733, he was appointed 
captain of the Sitndcri^.nd, of fixty guns. During the 
two fnilowing years he ferved in the fleets, colleiSed under 
fir John Norris, which, in the firft of thofe feafons, never 
quitted Spithead, but in the fecond proceeded to Lilton 
for the protedion of the Portiigucfe, who were then 
grievoufly threattned by their Spantlh neighbours. 
When the body of the fleet returnrd to England, after 
having efFefled its purpofe of protefling the impotent, 
captain Martin was ordered 10 remain behind on the 
Mediterranean flatinn. He continued there till the year 
1737, and after his return 10 England does not appear to 
have received any fubfeijucnt commiflion till the i6th of 
May 1738, when he was appointed to the Ipfwich, of 
feventy guns, and ordered for his former ftation, the Me- 
diterranean, as a part of the fquadron feni thither under 
Mr. Haddock. Here he continued without any extraor- 
iJi nary occurrence prefenting itfelf til! the 23d of January 
1740, when, by the admiral's orders, he hoifted a broad 
pendant as commodore on board the Ipfwich, and was 
lent with a fquadron to cruife off Cadiz i after which time 
,2ie appears ni^er to have again ferved as a private captain. 
[iHe is not known, howeixr, to have been employed oti 
any conlpicuous fervice till after the arrival of vice-admiral 
Mathews, who appointed him, on the ?5ih of July 1742, 
<o cotntoand the expedition sgainfl Naples. As this 
itranfa^lion not only forms a very intereiting part of Mr. 
Martin's life, but ajfo makes a conrpicuoiis figure in 
hiftory ilfelf, it may not, perhaps, be unenlertaining, to 
give a detail at length, which is fo much the more curious 
«s being copied from Mr. Martin's owij account, with 
which we have been favoured. 
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'* Monday, the 9th of Auguft 174a. 

** This afternoon we turned into the bay of Naples, 
the wind eafterly, fomctimes blowing pretty frefli and 
fliifting continually between the N. E. and S. E. fo that 
no two-fliips had the fame wind together ; we could not get 
the bombs anchored till paft five in the evening, nor alt 
their tenders till it was dark. About two in the after- 
noon the conful came on board to tell me that the firft 
minifter of the king of the Two Sicilies had fent for him 
to let him know, that an Engliih fquadron was coming 
into the bay, which he defired he would go on board or, 
and afk if they came in a friendly manner or not. The 
bombs not bting near in, nor their tenders, I deferred! 
fending afhore an officer till five, not being able to put 
my orders in execution for want of them. At that time, 
finding the bombs would get in, and I might begin to a£E 
by the time my meflage would reach the king, I fent 
captain De Langle and the conful afhore with the foUow*- 
ing meflfage. 

" That as the king of the Two Sicilies has joined his 
forces with thofe of the king of Spain, the declafod 
enemy of the king my mafter and his faithful allies^ send, 
is at this initant engaged in a war with the queen of 
Hungary, and the king of Sardinia, in order to drive the 
faid queen of Hungary out of Italy, and to put Don 
Philip, a prince of Spain, in polfeffion of her faid majeily'i 
territories in breach of all treaties, I am fent here to (dje* 
inand that the king of the Two Sicilies docs agree forth- - 
with, not only to withdraw his troops now ading ir| 
conjunftion with thofe of the king of Spain, in Italy, birt 
to forbear giving for the future any affiftance of what kih4 
foever." 

For the performance of this I demanded a cate- 
gorical anfwcr to be given in half an hour; and tha^. 
in the mean tirtie they fhould not dire61:]y npr indircftly 
make preparations of any kind for a£ling offenfivcly or 
flefenfively againfl me ; direfting captain De Langle to 
acquaint iherti, that upon a refufal to comply with thefe 
ttioft juft arid feafonable demands of the king my mafter 
^nd his faithful allies, I fhould aft with what force \ 
had againft them, and endeavour to compel them ; but 
that if it fhould be faid the king was near at hand at any 
place, or feat in the country, and a few hours was defired 
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to acquaint him, he wa; then to let ihem know that it 

would be granted upon giving their word, that in the mean 
time no motion ihould be made of troops or cannon, or 
any meafures talcen fot enabling themrelves to a3 
againft me. Of this he was to return and acquaint 
mc immediately, or I Ihould look upon his ftay ak 
;i detention, and any preparations they made as a rcfufal 
of compliaiice. 

" Captain De Langic having delivered this cndTage 
to the duke De Monieallegre, the prime miniDer, he 
told him that (he king was gone out, but would be back 
again in twenty-four hours, when he Ihould have as 
anfwer ; but in the mean time he could aiTure him, that 
his majefty was not to be threatened into a compliance 
with any thing that was not reafonable, and would facri- 
fiee every thing rather than be guihy of a breach of faith, 
or do any thing that might urnilh his honour. That at 
to his withdrawing his troops, he had already given orders 
for it, to feciire his own dominions : but defired to know* 
if his m^efty was prevailed upon to prnmife to give no 
ferther alTiftance to the Spaniards, what fecurrty he Ihould 
havenottobemoleftedbytheEngli(h,but be fufFi; red peace- 
ably and quietly to poiTcJs his lerritories. He defired captaia 
DcLangle woui.l go off again with thcconfu! to acquaint 
me i and by the time he returned he Ihould have the king's 
anfwer, faying, it was but reafonable he Ihould have fume 
fatisfaflion on that head. I fent him word I had no 
power to treat ; nor could I give any anfwer farther than 
ibr myfelf, who had orders to make fuch demands, and 
did ifllift upon an anfwer being given to it in half an 
hour. That if captain De Langie was not admitted to 
the king, I did infill that he, the minifter, (hould give it 
under his hand, in the name of the king his mailer— that 
he did promlfe he would forthwith withdraw his troop*, 
a&ing in conjundlion with thofe of Spain, and give no 
farther affiliance of any kind whaifi>ever. Upon this 
melfage captain De Langie returned again with the cop.ful 
to let me know fuch a promife (hould be given in writing, 
and in the mean time no preparations made either offeniive 
or defcnfive againft me. The ininiller dedred alfo that 
he would bring off general Bouik, to talk to me while he 
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was preparing the letter^ ivliich (hould be ready againR tiis 
return. 

** General Bourk told me he was fent off by the king, to 
know whether if his majefty promifed to withdraw his troops 
and give no farther afTidance to the Spaniards (as I de- 
manded), I would alTure him that the English (hould not mo- 
led him in his dominions — that it was but equitable, if he 
complied, he (hould at leaft be fatisfied / woi^ not now, 
nor hereafter (hould any of the Briti(h fleet, commit hoftt- 
lities againft him, as it would weaken him (hould he break 
with his allies, from whom after he could expeft no a(nft- 
ance, but would be expofed to his enemies in the moft dc- 
fencelefs (late. I told him I was font as an ofllicer to ad;, and 
not aminifterto treat, and could fay nothing with autho* 
rity on that head : but that I was de fired to put my orders 
in execution, except the king of the Two Sicilies did 
agree to thofe mo(t juft and reafonabte demands of the 
king my malj^er, and his moft faithful allies, which certainly 
did imply I was not to execute them if he did. He faid I 
demanded a promife in writing ; and if I would give them 
no fccurity, how could the king be certain, that when I 
browght him to break with his allies, and deprived hiin of 
their aflfiftance, I would not take the advantage of it, and 
with this very force I had with me, aft againft him. ITiis 
indicated a fufpicion of my dealing perfidioufty,^vhioh made 
me repeat to him again, " that as I was diredled tojput nriy 
orders in execution, if the king of Sicily did not comply, 
it did imply I was not to do it if he did ; that I was *not 
fent there to betray him, but to make this demand, which 
was plain ; and to which I required as plain ah an^iver, 
I infifted on a direfl one to it in half an hour, a(king 
him. Do you underftand me, fir ?" To which he replied. 
Yes, fir, I do ; I underftand you very well. Then turning 
to captain De Langle and the conful, I faid, firs, do you ga 
a(hore, and inltft upon an anfwer being given to your mef- 
iage — ^Yes, or no, in half an hour, or return without onei 
which I (hall look upon as a refufal of compliance, and put 
my orders in execution. General Bourk then went away 
with captain De Langle, and the conful, who returned 
again fometime after with a letter from rfie miniftei*^ iii 
which he told him the king had promifed ^o comply witH 
all I demanded: and when captain De Langle faid 
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tWre were fome expreflions in U that he was 
fure would not be fatisfaflory, he promiled him they 
fhould be altered in the morning, if 1 Uifliked them i and 
cxpreiTed in whaifoever mnnnet I would have them, or, 
{though it was very late) if he infilled on it, that he would 
(by up tin his return. This letter captain De Langle 
brought off to me ; and having made fome aheraiions in 
it, I fent it back to him in the morning; and, agreeable 
lo thefe alterations, the jiiinilter wrote die following. 

" Au Palais, 20 Aoiit, 1742. 
" Monfieur, 
" Le Roy avoit deja refolfi et ordonne que fes troupes 
^ue font unies a celles d'Efpagne fc retiraflcnt, pour 
eveJellcr a la furcle des fes eftals et fa majefle m'ordonne 
de vous promett re en fon nomrae qu 'elJe varcilerer fesordrcs 
pour que fes troupes rentrent incefliimenl dans ce iioy- 
aume, en fe retirant de la Romagne, ou elles fe trouvent 
a prcfent et quelle n'aidera, n'y afiiftera plus celles 
d'Efpagne en aucune tnauiere dans la prefent guerre en 
Italic j'ay I'honncur, &c. 

" Le marquis de Salas," 

** This letter general Bourk brought off" himfelf, and 
told me, when he delivered it, that, as his Sicilian maje- 
iiy had complied with every thing demanded, he hoped he 
fhould now continue in fricndfhip and undilliirb<^d: that 
the king very much dellred to fee me on (liore, where, he 
alTurcd me, I (hoiild be received with all lHe marks of 
refpc^t, and all compliments paid me that I could defirc; 
and that his majefty would fend his coaches to wait on 
me; the miniller alfo, by captain De Langle, preifod it 
very much. But as I believed the defign of all their 
.civilities was to perfuade the people that a good harmony 
and fricndfliip fubdfted between the courts, and to lake 
otF any thoughts or inclinations they might have of 
declaring, upon a favourable opportunity, for the queen 
of Hungary, I excufed myfelf by faying, I was tied up 
' by form, which would not admit of my going out of the 
fliip, when fent upon any particular fervice of confequence, 
but where that fervice immediately required my prefence 
«nd diredlions. That I was likcwife reJhided by admiral 
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Mathews's orders, and was very forry I could not, there- 
fore, have the honour of waiting upon his majefty. I 
found my fuggeftion to be true from general Bourk laying, 
immediately, the king would take it kindly of me, if i 
made my ftay but fhort, or no lenger than was neceflary. 
But I prevented his going further, by faying it was beft 
to omit any converfaticn on that head, as it might pro- 
Jong my (lay there, to fhew I adled under no conftraint, 
and was mafter of my own time and liberty. To which 
he replied, conftraint ! no, fir, there is no conftraint; it U 
plain to the contrary. 

** He then faid, . whatever refrefliments were wanting 
for the ihips, if I would let him know his majefty would 

five orders that they fhould be fent off to me, I told 
im I was very much obliged by the offer, but that we 
were well provided with every thing, and had no occafion 
to give any trouble. General Bourk then took his leave ^ 
at his going I faluted him with thirteen guns, and fooii 
after loofed the fore-top- fail. ^* 

. * Mr. Martin, having executed this fervice in the above 
handfome manner, retiirned to Leghorn, where he arrived 
on the 29th ; and on the 4th of September failed for Villa 
Franca, to rejoin the admiral. He was afterwards em- 
ployed in protefting the dominions of the duke of Tuf- 
cany, from any attack on the part of the Spaniards. Thfe 
force put under his command, for this fervice, corififted 
of fix (hips of the line, with a proportionate number of 
frigates and bomb vefTels, as well as a bodyof marines to aft 
as a land force, in cafe of emergency. The greatcft 
confidence was repofed in him, by the admiral, on this 
occafion, for, delicate and confeqiiential as the fervicfe wa^', 
his orders were to aft entirely at his own difcretibh, pafy- 
ing only a particular attention to the fafety of the city 
and port of Leghorn . The Spanifh troops were complefty y 
kept in awe by thefc meafures, and defifted from thcif 
meditated attack. 

• The force under commodore Martin, en the' abbvb eVpcdrti^n, 
.confifted of the Ipfwich, of fevcnty guns, cbmmoldore Martin; tbb 
Panther, of fixty guns, captain Gideon ; the Oxford, of fixty. gans» 
•captain Pawlet; the Fcverinam, of for ty -four rasns, captain Hughes; tkj^ 
Durfley galley, of twenty guns, captain DeL' Angle ; foor bomb vefleli, 
and four tendert* 
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Admiral Mathews having received intelligence that the 
Genoefe had permiittd feveral magazines to be formed 
in their territories for the ufe of the Spanifh army, com- 
iQodorc Mariin was ordered to Genoa, with a fquadron, 
having inftruillons to require the magifl:rates to conduit 3 
party to Arafla, where the magazines which they were 
to dcftfoy were faid to have been colkfled- The com- 
modore was farther ordered, in cafe ihe mag^ftrates re- 
futed to comply with his rcqtiifition, to bombard the city; 
ajid land a detachment, under the fire of his line of battle 
Jhips, for the piirpofe of forcing their way to the feveral 
depots in queflion, and effeiSiag the above purpofe. Tliis 
fervice Was carried completely into execution, without 
moleftation on the pari of the Genoefe, in the month of 
February following. It being alfo difcovcrcd that the Ge- 
noefe had permitted troops to be raifcd in Corfica for 
the fervice of Spain, which were afterwards convoyed into 
Italy to recruit their army there, Mr. Martin was fent 
with a fquadron tci Ajaccio, where they found-a Spanifli 
(hip of the line lying at anchor, and then aflually employed 
in that kind of fervice. The enemy, however, faved the 
commodore the trouble of attacking them, by fetting their 
ftiip on fire and making their efcape on thorc. 

In the month of Oflober 174.3, Mr. Martin was or- 
d^cd to return to England; and on his arrival at Portf- 
mouth received a commilTion, bearing date December the 
7th, appointing him rear-admiral of the blue, accompa- 
nied by orders, to hoid his flag on board any lliip that he 
found lying there, and Ihould judge proper for the above 
purpofe. On the 3d of February 1743-4, he was ap- 
pointed to command a divifion of^ the main or Channel 
fleet nnder fir John Norris, and accordingly hoillcd his 
flagon board the Sandwich, of ninetyguns. On the 191I1 
of June following he was advanced to the rank of vice- 
admiral (if the blue, and appointed to command in the 
fleet under fir John Balchen. He accordingly removed 
his fia^ into the St. George, a fecond rate, and accompa- 
niedlhat admiral to Lifbon. After his return he was, oit 
thtt 24th of January 1744-5, ordered to take upon hira the 
chief command of the fleet in the Channel, and hoifted 
his flag on board the Edinburgh, of feventy guns. On 
the 23d of April enfuing, he was advanced to the rank of 
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Vice-admiral of the white. During the time he helcJ ihc 
above command he difplayed a confiderable degree of 
aftivity, both in the diftribution of his cruifers and the 
exertions he made with that part of the fleet, \vrhich he 
retained under his own more immediate orders. Thefc 
laudable exertions and conduct were happily rewarded 
with many prizes which were, at that interefting period, 
of much national confequence, though tending but little,, 
perhaps, to enrich the captors, betng principally laden 
with arms and ammunition for the fervicc! of the l^reten- 
der*s party in Scotland. 

In the month of December he was ordered into the 
North Sea to ferve under Mr. Vernon ; and on the re- 
jfignation of that gentleman foon afterwards, took upon 
bim the chief command, which he continued to exercife, 
to the univerfal fatisfaftion of all parties and defcriptions 
of men, who were in any degree ffiends to their country 
anditsconftitution. He retained the above ftation till 1747 ; 
in which year, on July 15, he was farther promoted to be 
admiral of the blue : but thinking himfelf in fome mea-^ 
fure ill treated by thofe who then were intruded with the 
adminiftration of public affairs, he requeited leave to re« 
tire. This was granted him, and he continued ever 
afterward to live totally a private life, at his hou(e at 
Twickenham, where he died on the 17th of September 
1756, being then about fixty years old. 

He is univerfally reported to have been a man of ex- 
cellent talents, which he had improved and cultivated with 
the greateft care. In his youth he was well known ta 
and eftcemcd by that great ftatefman, lord Sommers, an 
acquaintance and patronage which certainly conferred on 
him the higheft honour. He not only ipoffetkd a very 
confiderable fhare of claflical learning, but fpoke the 
French, Spanifh, Italian, and German languages with the 
greateft eafe and fluency In his perfoh he was remark- 
ably handfome, and particularly attentive to his drefs, 
manners, and deportment. When in command he 
always lived in the greateft fplendour, maintainrng his 
rank in the higheft ftile ; fo that, viewing him in every 
point, we fcarcely know which moft to admire, the 
nDiftied gentleman, the elegant fcholar, or the brave 
^commander. 

PROTHEROE^ 
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PROTHEROE, George, — was, on the 4th of De- 

cember, appoimed captain of the Loo. He was promoted 
to the above Ration by fir G. Byng, having been, as it is 
believed, lieutenant of the Baifleur, the Ihip on board 
-which that adinlf al had hoided his ilag a^ commander-in- 
chief in the Mediterranean. In the month of June 1719, 
he fignalifed himfelf exceedingly in an aftion with a very 
large Spanish privateer, between the illands of Capria and 
Corftca. The ailion commenced in the evening of the 
aSth ; but being interrupted by the approaching night 
was renewed at four o'clock the next morning, and con- 
tinued with the greateft fpirit till eight. The Spanilli 
captain being then wounded, and imwanJs of fourfcore of 
the crew killed or difabled, the vellel itfelf reduced alfo to 
3 mere wreck, the enemy was compelled to furrender. 
As a convincing proof of the fuperior manner in wliicb 
the Loo was manoeuvred, that veflel had only two men 
killed through the whole of the above defperatc conteft. 
It is very fmgular no other particulars are known relatii-c 
to captaui Protheroe, nor are we even actjuaintcd with the 
time of his death. 

YOE, John, — was, on the I2d of June, appointed 
captain of the Loweftoffe, or, according to other accounts, 
of the Greyhound. No fubfeqiient particulars are known 
relative to him till the year 1734, when he commanded 
the Exeter, of (ixty guns, one of the fleet collefled in the 
Downs under iir John Norris. Wc are again unac- 
uainted with any circumilances concerning him, except 
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DAVIES, William,— was, on the 3oih of June 1719,' 
imade captain of the Experiment, We hear nothing 
Mailher of him till the year 1736, when we believe him to 
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have commanded the Tyger, of fifty guns, owb cf ihi 
ihipsfent out, in the month of December 1726, iiiuief 
the command of fir Charles Wager, for the better pr^-^ 
teflipn of Gibraltar againil any fudden attack. Durifl^ 
the fiege of that fortrefs, which took place immediately 
afterwards, captain Davies appears to have been very 
afiive ; and quitting, for a time^ his naval command^ to 
have refided totally on {hore> for the purpofe of direS-ing 
all aiFairs relative to the navy> fuch as the neceflary repaictf 
of fhips,the care of ftores, &c. We rather, indeed, con- 
ceive him to have had feme temporary kind of appoiat* 
ment} as an extraordinary commifiioner; but casoot 
find any better proof than circumftance * tb warrant our 
afferting it. However this may be, he refumed, in the 
month of April following, the command of the Tygcr^ 
having been ordered by fir Charles, on the 2tft, to XdkA 
the Portland under his command and proceed to the 
Weft Indies, where he was to put himfelf under tfai 
orders of vice-admiral Hofief. 

After the melancholy and fatal calamity of difisafil 
which befel that once formidable armament, and neducedl 
it to a flate of total inadivity, the Tyger, as well in con- 
fequence of that event as of the profpeft of pe^e contl<» 
numg, returned to England, captain Davies haWng beat 
one of the fortunate furvivors who lived to hear witnefi 
to the untimely end of their brave cotemporaries. In 
1 731 he commanded the Suffolk, of feventy guns> one.o^ 
the fleet put under the command of fir Cha^rles Wag^; 
hut does not appear to have proceeded with him to thri 
Mediterranean. In 1734 he was captain of the Kent^ 
alfo a third rate of feventy guns, one of fir John Korri&'ift 
fleet both during that and the following year. This is> 
the lad naval command we can, with any certainty, ftate 
him to have held. On the :29th of June 1744, he was 
appointed one of the commiilioners of the vi£lualling« 
office, a flation he retained upwards of three years, till the 
27th of July 1747. He was foon after that appointed t 

^* l ^ ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ^ ■■■■ III* II I I wmiimmmrk 

* March the 18th, 1726-7. *' This morning captain Petit came 
to Landport with two letters, one for lord Forhes, the other ibr 
captain Davies, about the exchange of prifoners." 

MS. Journal of the Siegt. 

t Qn the i9th of December^ 
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eommiffioiier of the united yards of Wooiwich and 
Deptford. A new regulation being refolved or in 
the year 1753, by which ihe management of thofe yards 
was taken into the hands of the board of commillioners 
in London, captain Davis retired on a penlion of 400!. 
per anni/m, granted him as a very honourable proof of tho 
liniform approbation entertained, both by his majelly and 
his minifters, of his pafl fervices. He died on the i6th 
ef February 1739. 

DELAvAL, Francis Blake, — of Seaton Delaval, in 
the county of Northumberland, was the elded fon of 
Edward Delaval, efq. and Mary his wife, daughter of fir 
Francis Blake, ofCoggs, in the county of Oxford, knight. 
Having entered into ihe naval fervice; after ncceiTarily 
faffing through the feveral fubordinate ftations of mid- 
Ihiptnan, lieutenant, and commander, during which period 
we have no^account of him, he was, on the 26ih of March 
1719, promoted to the command of the Gofport, a fiftft 
rale of forty guns. In thi? fliipwe find him, during the 
following year, to have ferved in the Baltic under fir John 
Norris, Having been promoted, in the month of Sep- 
tember, to the Worcefler, a fourth rate, he again ferved, in 
1721, with ihcfame fleet, under the fame admiral. This 
is the laft mention we find made of him in the fervice^ 
from which we believe him foon afterwards to have to- 
tally retired. He married Rhoda, daughter of, Robert an. 
Rcece, of Wafhingly, in the county of Huntingdon, efij. 
l>y his wife Sarah, third daughter of fir Thomas Hiidey, of 
Doddinglon Pigotl, knight; and died at Seaton Delaval, 
on the nth of December 1751, of a monlficalion in his 
leg, leaving ilfue, by his lady, fcvcn fons and fivo 
daughters. 

GREGORY, Edward,— was, on the nth of March 
1719, made captain of the Biddeford frigate. After a 
fcrlod of upwards of twenty -jiEars, fpent irreproachably 
111 the fervice, without having, as we believe, been fortu- 
nate enough 10 obtain any command where he could 
diltJnguiQi himfelf by any other means than by the 
iuAvay of his manners, he retired, on the 4th of 
February 1739-40, with the honourable appointment sf 
fewnd captain in Greenwich hofptta]. This refpe£tabie 
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fitiiation he did not long live to enjoy, dying on the izfb 
ofAugufti743. 

= WALDRON, or WALROND, Johny— was, o« the 
13th of April, or, as others fay, on the 30th of Marctff 
1 7 1 9, appointed captain of the Gibraltar frigate, of twenty 
giins» He was very foon afterwards renioved into the 
Greyheund. In this veflcl he accompanied admiral fir 
John Norris to the Bahic in the years 1720 and 1721. 
After his return, at the end of the latter feafon^he wa» 
ordered to the Weft Indies, wTiere, on tlie 15th of April 
1722, he had the misfortune to fall in with a mimber of 
guarda coftas, compofing a force infinitely fnperior to his 
own r by thefe he was overpowered and murdered, toge- 
ther with his fuTgeon,^ and feven or eight of his people. 
The lieutenant "and fevcral of the crew were wound^^ 
and the frigate plundered of every thing on board that 
was I'^luable. Sated with thefe a61:s of piracy, the pluih* 
derers thought proper, on a remonftrance, to re&oic the 
• vefTel itfelf. 

1720. 

DURELL, Thomas, — was, on the 9th of Fcbrttarf 
^^720, made captain of the Seahorfe, His appoints 
ments we beKeve to have been totally confined to frrgafes, 
employed on fcrviccs of little account, till the year 1^731: 
he was then commiffioned to the Exeter^ of fixty gnns, one 
of the fleet fent into the Mediterranean under the orders 
of fir Charles Wager. He quitted the Exeter foOn aften 
the return of the fleet to England; and was commrflionod tcr 
the Scarborough of twenty guns. Being ordered to the 
Weft Indies, he was fent to efcort a fleet of merchant 
vefTels, bound for the ifland of Sal Tortuga, to load Salt, 
and while on this fervice, is faid to have been attacked 
l)y tWOrSpanifli fliips of the line,, which he moft gallantly 
employed folong, that thirty-two out of thirty-fix vieflete 
under his proteSion made their efcape, as> h« hknfelf 
alfo did, after feeing his convoy in fafcty. On the eve of the 
rupture with Spa}n,he wasappointed tothe Kent,^ of feventy 
guns. This mip was one of the fquadron ordered ta fesi 
uiider videoadmifal Vernon, when he failed on the ex{>e-» 
dition againft Porto Bello. Mr. Durell, however, was 
Jelt behind^ together with captain Falkingham, tQ cruife 

off 
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^fcapc Ortuga!, for thirty days, under ihe command of 
commodore Mayne, in the Lenox, in hopes ihcy mighl be 
Bble 10 intercept the Azogues Ihips. They were 
orilered, by Mr. Vernon, to return !o England at the 
expiration of that lime ; during wliich they were not for- 
tunate enough to meet with the hoped-for prizes. As 
foon as the (hips were reviflualled, and oiherwifc put in a 
proper condition for fervice, captain Durell ■was again 
ordered out under commodore Maine, in the Orford, 
•commanded by lord Auguftus Fitzroy, being fubftituted 
for the Elizabeth. 

. While abfent on this fervice they had the good 
fortune to fall in with and capture, after a defperatc 
BiSion, ihe PrinceiTa, a Spanilh (hip of war, of feventy 
guns; ihe particulars of which encounter " have been 
already related in the life of commodore Maine, and to 
that we have therefore only to add, that captain Durell 
had the misfortune to lofe his hand. 

After his return from this cruife the Kent was or- 
dered into dock to receive a thorough repair; and captain 
Durell was removed into the Elizabeth, a (hip of the fame 
rate as the former. In this command he died at fea, 
on the 23d of Auguft 1741, having been ever afterwards 
attached to the main fleet under the orders of (ir John 
Korris, but without having met with any farther op- 
portuniiy of diftin^uiniing himfelf. 
, LUCK, or LUCH, James, —early in the year 1720, 
commanded the Bedford galley, a (irefhip ordered out 
with the fleet fent into the Baltic under the command of 
fir John Norris. From this velfel he was, on the 29th 
of May 1 720, advanced to be captain of the Pon Mahon 
frigate, as fucceffor to captain William Smith, who was 
liimfelf promoted to the command of ihe Dartmouth. 
7n the month of September captain Luck was advanced 
to the Gufport, of forty guns, one of tlife (3eet fent again 
In the following year on the fame fervice and ftalion the 
;ormer had been. We hear nothing after this time till 
the year 1728, when he was appoiuted captain of the 
Wint^hefter, of fifty guns, one of the vellels kept in com- 
miflion as guard-fliips during two or three fuccedive 
years. No intcrefted detail, conneiled with the naval 
Icrvice, can becxpeded during the period this gentleman 

• See page 3a, 
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lived to excrcife ihe dulies of a commander. He died at 
Plymouth on the 21II of December 1736, being at that 
time captain of the Canterbury. 

MORRIS, Daniel, — was, on the 3cnh of September 

1 720J promoted to the command of the Port Mahon, a fri- 

Cate, at that lime abfent on fervice with the fleet in rhe Bal- 

ic. He Conlinued in the fame (hip till after the year 

I 472^' having been then employed on the fame ibtJon 33 

»Qn the firft occafran, with the difference only of being 

I tnder the orders of fir Charles Wager. After the refnrn 

f ff the fleet into port captain Morris was removed into 

I tfie Garland and fent to America. He died there on the 

|.fte coaft of South CaroUna on the iithof Jnly 1728. 

ORME, Humphry, — was, on ihe ill of June, 8p- 
[ Jointed captain of ihe Winchelfea frigate. This is the 
[only circumitance we are in polTeflion of relative to this 
t Jlcntleman, having even been unable to difcover the lime 
»r place of his deceafc. 
REDDISH, Edward,— was, on the 28th of September, 
[ Appointed captain of the Lion. How long he remained 
L in that ftation we know not, but in 1726 we find him 
t. Uppointed to the Prcflon, a fourth rale of fifty guns, one 
L if the Baltic armament commanded by fir Charles Wager. 
^Jfe remained in England for fonie time after his return 
I from this very unconfequenlial fervice; but in the year 
i J727 was ordered out to Gibraltar to join fir Charlel 
|» WagCr. Hoftilitics having, we b»lieve, ceaftd before his 
► .■Trival, he returned again to England, with the dirifion of 
L the fleet under commodore Stewart, at the latter end of 
I April 1728. In the month of April 1729, he was oncfl 
f inore appointed to the Lion, of fixty guns, the ihip in 
\ Ivhich he had originally taken pod, and failed, as foma 
I fey, for the Weft Indies*, about the latter end of June, 
Captain to rear-admiral Stewart, who had hoifted' his 
\ flag on board the Lion as commander-in-chief on thai 
} ftation. In 1731 he commanded the Prtncefs Amelia* 
f *f eighty guns t, one of the fliips which accompanied ft/ 
J Charles Wager to the Mediterranean, on his expedition 
[ fhithcr, for the pnrpofe of putting the Infant Don Carlos 

• This circumRiinte appeaii vttj doubirol, for we believe tlie Lion 
to have been commanded by captain Lawrsat the lime above-menlioned. 

i Rear-admiral Balchen hoifled hi* flag on board this Ibip u tt^^ai 
u comioand during the expcdiiioo. 
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ill poflefTion of the docnlrvlans bequeathed him by the duke 
of Parma, He retained thi; command many year% 
and died on the 19th of Agguft 1736, being at the tinw 
of his death ftiil the captain of the fame (hip. 

SAUNDERS, Ambrofe, — was, on the 24ih of July^ 
appointed captain of the Hatnplhire. No other intelli- 
gence relative 10 this gentleman has come to our know- 
Jcdgc, except that he died in Ireland on the 6th of MariA 
37JI *, being at that time commander of the Seahorfe. 

TOWNSEND.Ifaac, [2d).— was, on the 9th of Febru- 
ary 1719-20, appointed commander of the Succefs frjgatc. 
He was unfortunate enough, dnring the firti twenty years 
;of his employment as captain in the navy, never to have 
obtained the command ol any (hip employed on fo con- 
fpicuous a fervice as to caufe any particular mention to bp 
made of him, In 1739, immediately on the rupliiK 
taking place with Spain, he was appointed to iIk Shrewf* 
bury, of eighty guns. In this (hip he ferved, during ihp 
fummer of the year 1740, in the main or Channel fleet, 
(jommanded by fir John Norrls. Rear-admiral fir Cha- 
loner Ogle, who commanded the third or rear dividon, 
having hoilled his flag on board her. He afterwards ac- 
companied fir Chaloner t to the Weft Indies, when or- 
dered thither to reinforce Mr. Vernon preparatory to the 
.attack on Carthagena. When the fleet arrived off thf« 
port, the Shrewfbury, together with the Norfolk and 
JlufTel, all (hips of eighty guns, were ordered to cannonade 
the two forts of St. Jago and St. Philip, a fervice which 
was executed with fo much fpirlt that in lefs than an hour 
ihcy were bolh (ilenced, and immediately afterwards taken 
■poiteffion of by a detachment of Brllifti grenadiers. 
After the (lege was raifed, the Shrewfbury was one of the 
ihips ordered to return to Europe, and captain Townfend 
was removed into the Bcrwick,_in which ihip he ferved, 
during the year 1 742, on the Mediterranean ftation. He, 
jiot long afterwards, relumed to England, but not in the 
-above (hip, which remained at Gibraltar; and we have 
no other information concerning liim till the time of his 
promotion to be a flag officer. 

• Olher iccounii fay, on ihc 6ih of May 1730. 
4 Tlic admiral fhified liij fliig into ih.e RulTcl pfeviom to hii TaiU 
tng; and caplija Towcfeail wai iiationed in ibc line n one uf hli 
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Thif circumftance took place on the 19th of June 1744^ 
his firft flag being that of rear-admiral of the red. In 
the beginning of the following year he was fent into the 
Mediterranean, where fo little opportunity of di{lingui(h% 
ing himfeif prefented, that the beft EJnglifh hiftorians make 
110 other mention of his being there, than that having re* 
ceiyed orders to proceed to the Weft Iqdies with a Iqua* 
dron, he failed from Gibraltar on the 2d of Auguft*, with 
the following (hips under his command ; the Lenox, of 
Seventy guns (his nag fhip), the Dreadnought, Worcefter, 
and Kingfton, of fixty*each ; the Hampfliire, Argyle, an^. 
Severn, of fifty ; the Gibraltar of twenty ; and the Comet 
tomb-ketch. With thofe fhips he arrived off Martinic^ 
after a Jong paflTage, on the 3d of OSober ; on which day 
he was joined by the Pembroke, of fixty guns, and the 
Warwick of -fifty ; with two prizes, which they had juft 
before taken ; one of them being a letter of marque, mounty 
ing fixteen guns, whofe captain, being deceived by the 
appearance of the Pembroke, fired two or three broadfidet^ 
jjnto her, which the former returning, carried away hi$ 
mijsen maft and killed the captain, together with ten of 
Jijs people. The ifland of Martinico being at that time 
coniiderably ftreightened for provifions^ Mr. Townfenrel 
continued to cruife on that ftation for the purpofe of 
preventing the introduftion of any fupplies thitheiPb 
Mr. Campbell is pleafed, on this occafiori, as well ac 
others of a fimilar nature, to indulge his humanity, an<l 
eafe it, in a farcaftic remark, to tne following cfFeft. 
^^ Admiral Townfend having received information that 
the inhabitants of Martinico were in great diftrefs for 
provifions, determined to remain on this flation in-order 
to prevent their receiving any fupplies from France ; for 
though it be a maxim of honourable war, among Chrifc 
tian princes, not to murder fuch of each other fubjeSs ast 
do not bear arms, it is neverthelefs univerfally altewabtei 
to deftroy, by hunger, as many peaceable men, womcuj^ 
and children as they can. Gofpel and political Chriftia- 
nity are very different religions."^-^To this observation we 
have on our parts to rejoin, that till the mutual conduft of 

— ' ■ ■ ' * r ■ ■ ' ■ ■ .. ''' ' ' '* ■■ ■ ■■ ■ 

• On the 23d of April pjccc^^iag he \i[w advanced tP. kc wc* 
admiral of the blue. ■.■■'■>■ 
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al? nations at war with each other (hall JulHfy forbearance 
of this kind, an officer would be little juftitied in defifting 
from diftrefling them on fnch an occalion, and would wcU 
mer'n the imputation of a traitor to his country, and an 
«ncmy W that very humanjly whofc caufe Mr. Campbell 
fo ardently and induftrioufly undertakes, by protraifling a 
war, which, by a proper feverity, migiit be ibooJirought 
to a condiilion. 

On ttie aad of Oftober the vice-admiral, being dofe In 
off the north enrt of the idand, difcovered fome fhips \o 
which ix gave chacc, anil foon fourd two of them to 
be privateer- iloops, with a prize they had taken, a 
velfel, laden with provifions, iVom Dublin. The latter 
was immediately recaptured, and one of the privateers 
funk. On the 3iff, about feven in the morning, the van 
ihips of the Engtifh Ajuadrt^ made a iignal tor feeing a 
fleet, confilKrgof upwards of forty lail, coming round 
the fouth end of Martinico, and keeping clofc under the 
(hore. The admiral immediately gave chafe, and foon 
neared them Aifficicntly to difcover they were a French 
convoy, under the protedlion of feverat {hips of war, five 
or fix of which appearing to be large. The vice- 
admiral made the fignal for his fqiiadron to draw into a 
line ; but foon perceiving the French commanding officer 
was ufmg every poffible endeavour to avoid him and get 
off without an a£lion, he hawted down the (ignal for a 
line, and hoifting that for a general chace, made the ut- 
moft expedition in purfuing and attempting to clofewith 
the enemy. This meafure fucceeded in part fo well, that 
many of the mcrchant-fiiips were driven to leeward and 
nicked up by tlie fmaller (hips of the fquadron. Mr. 
Townfend conlinued to ptirfue the elcort with ihtj 
main body; and about noon one of their fhips, called 
the Ruby, having carried away her main-top-maft, was 
forced on ftiore by the admiral himfejf, in the Lenox, after 
exchanging a few broadfides. Luckily for the enemy'j 
fhip it grounded in a fandy bav, were it was prutedled by 
8 very formidable battery, fo that nothing farther could be 
attempted towards its deftniflion, which merely the 
^ood fortune of ihe enemy prevented, there not being the 
malleil want of exertion on the part of tlig^ admiral and 
thofe under his command, 

F 4 The 
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The French commodore, who was on board a fhip of 

eighty guns, called the Magnanioie, efcaped by running 
under the guns of Fort Royal, by which, as well as a 
battery on the oppofiie fide of the bay raouniing forty 
heavy guns, he was effe£lually proieiSed from x farther 
attack ; but having ran a-ground, owing to the extreme 
confufion OGcaiioned by his hafty flight, the (hip lay in a 
very dangerous filuation for upwards of forly-eighl hours,, 
and was not got ofTtill after having fullaincd very confi- 
dtrable damage. The remainder of the day was employed 
in cutting out feveral of their merchant- Ihtps which had 
anchored near the ihore, and in burning others which 
could not be got off: the lofs of the enemy in the courfe of 
that afternoon amounting to upwards of twenty veflols, fif- 
teen of which were captured. Early on the next morning the 
vice-admiral ordered in the Dreadnought and Ipfwich to, 
attempt once more the deflruflion of the Riiby, v^hich 
was ibU a-ground : but this enterprtzc, after exchanging 
two or three broadfides, was very relndanlly abandoned 
asimpiaSicable, On the following day, the vice-admiral 
having received intelligence that a few more of the mcr- 
chant-fliips had taken refuge in a fmall bay not far diftant, 
he ordered in the Ipfwich, Severn, and Argyle to dedroy 
them. Twovelfels, one a fhip. the other a fnow, were 
burnt: and a brigantine with feveral others being burnt 
along Ihore by different detachments, on the whole 
upwards of thirty were either captured or completely dc- 
flroyed. Intelligence was foon afterwards receiwd by 
the admiral, that one of the enemy's ihips of war, a ftou^ 
frigate of thirty-fix guns, having efcaped ihc Englifh, waj 
l»lt olF Porto Rico ; fo that the fate of very few fleets was 
ever more difaftrous. 

To complete the misforttmes of the enemy, a fiipply 
they had purchafcd at St. Euftaiia, confiding of three (hipj 
laden with provifions, were intercepted on their palfage 
to MartinicD, together with a privateer which afled as 
their convoy. The French were by thefe accumulated 
evils reduced to fo low an ebb as to be totally incapable 
of continuing their afual depredations on the Britith 
commerce, and however Mr. Campbell, as an hiftorian, 
may commiferate the diftreffes of individuals ; much alfo, 
a$ we outfelves may be induced to have, at leaft, I 
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fsme -degree of cotnpaffion for private mifery, the moft 
philanthropic mind cannot perfuade itfdf thole diltrdfc* 
were not induced by the forcncr conduit of thofe very 
perfons on whom the punifliment fell, afterwards, molt 
gricvoufly and defcfvedly. 

The vice-admiral returned to Ejirope not Jong after- 
Wards; and was, on the 14th of July 1746, advanced to 
be vice-admiral of the while; as he waSj on the 15th of 
July 1747, to be admiral of the blue. In 175+ he was 
appointed governor of Greenwich-hofpital, a ftailon in 
which he died, on the 21ft of November 1765, having 
in the intermediate time been appointed admiral of the 
white. 

WATERHOUSE, Thomas,— was, on the S4th of 
April 1720, appointed captain of the Rupert. We hear 
nothing more of him till the month of January 17?8, 
when he was appointed to the too, of forty guns. The 
fervices on which he was, if ever, after the above time, 
employed, were, unfortunately for him, fo little confe- 
querrtial, that we find no other particular mention made 
pf hiai, except tha.tiie died fame timein thecoj^rfe«ftifae 
jear 1742. 



1721, 



BEAUCLERK,. Lord Vere, — was the third fbn of 
Charles, firft duke of St. Alban's, and his wife, the lady 
Diana Vere, eldeft daughter, and, at length, fole heir to 
the right honourable Aubrey de Vere, the twentieth and 
Jaft earl of Oxford, He was born on the 14th of July 
1699, and having entered into the navy, was, after regii.. 
Jariy pafllng through the feveral fitbordinate Ibtions with 
the greateft reputation and honour, on (he 30th of May 
1721, promoted to the rank of captain in the navy, and, 
appointed to the Lyme frigate, one of the velTets kept in 
commiilion during the peace in readinefs to afl on any 
^ddea emergency. Oik appeared to prcfcnt itfeif in the 
month 
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month of December, when a fquadron was ordered t^ be 
coUeded with the utmoft expedition, under (ir Charles 
Wager, for the purpofe of chaftifing the infolence of the 
Portuguefe. The Lyme was ordered to attend this' ar- 
mament ; which in confequence of a timely fubmiflion,was 
never reduced to the neccflity of proceeding according to 
its original defiination. 

In the courfe, of the following fummer, he was 
ordered to Lifbon and the Mediterranean; and after 
touching at the former place, repaired to his ftation, 
where he continued many years, employed as a cruifer, a 
fervice which, in time of peace, can, at mod, furnifh us 
with nothing more than a few uninterefting dates. Ne- 
verthelefs, as we wifh to infert all poflible informatioa 
that we can colleft from every quarter foever, we fliaH 
add the following extra£t from Collins, the materials of 
which were not improbably furnifhed by his iordihip 
himfelf. 

*' His Iordihip left Gibraltar on September 31, 1722, 
&nd from thence failed to Leghorn for intelligence. Being 
afterwards at Genoa, he departed from tbence on De- 
cember 7, O. S. to^cruize in the Mediterranean, and the 
Streights. On January ir, N. S. 1723, his lordfliip 
entered the harbour of Lifbon, and in the fame year re-r 
turned into the Mediterranean, where cruifing for fome 
time, and leaving Port Mahon, he arrived from thence 
at Lifljon on July 5, 1724. Having his ftation ftill in the 
Mediterranean, whither he returned, he came again from 
Port Mahon on OSober 21, the fame year ; and continu- 
ing at Lilbon a fhort time, failed from thence for Genoa 
in January, N.S. 1726, from whence he returned after 
feveral trivial cruifes to Lifbon, on Augufl 6, 1726, On the 
1 2th he put to fea again for Gibraltar ; and on September 
ifl, following, joined fir John Jennings's fquadron, 
cruifing with him off Cape Stellgry, After continuing 
in the mouth of the Streights daring the months of OSo- 
her and November, he arrived at Lifbon on December &,. 
from Gibraltar." 

We have this farther account of his lordfhip in thft 
lyondon Gazette, No. 6596. 

" Whitehall, July 8, 1727. Yeflerday arrived' the 
lord Verp Bcauclcrk^^ commander of his majefly'sfhiii the. 

Lyme^ 



KAVAt OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



9» 



I 

I 



tyme, difpatched Ihe i8th inftant from Gibraltar, by fir 
Charles Wager, with an account that he, having received 
advice from M. Vandermeer, at Madrid, of the ligfiing 
of the preliminaries, had ordered the fliips under hij 
command to forbear all afis of hoUility, the Spaniards at 
CadiT, and in the bay of Gibraltar, having done the like. 
With the lord Vere arrived alfo the lord Henry Beauclerk, 
and the lord Charles Hay ; the htlcr being fent by the earl 
of Portmore, governor of Gibraltar, with advice that a 
celTation of arms had been agreed on between the faid 
governor and the Conde de las Torres, general of the 
Spanilh army." 

His lordlhip afterwards commanded the Hampton 
Court, ore of the ftjuadron under fir Charles Wager, that 
jailed from Spithead on July i+, 1731, to introduce the 
Spanifh garrifons into Tufcany. Before lir Charles left 
Leghorn he fent lord Vere to the grand duke of Florence, 
wim his compliments of excufe to him for not waiting in 
perfon, on account of the advanced feafon's making it 
necellary to haften his departurs home. Accordingly, on 
December 10, 1731 •, fir Charles, with pari of his fqua- 
dron, (among which was the Hampton CourtJ arrived 
in twenty days at St. Helen's from Gibraltar. 

His lordfliip was, after paffing through a regular fuc- 
cefTion of inferior comoiands, advanced to the rank of 
commodore in his majefiy's navy ; and having refigned 
that command, was, on March 7, 1737-8, conftituted one 
of the com niiili oners for executing the office of hig\ 
admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, He continued 
CommifTioner of tlie admiralty, with intermiflionsf, 
till he voluntariiy refigned in July 1749. After 



• He wii alfo charged wiih rhe arranBemem of ihe fiiulc wiih the 
EpiniQi ^ovecnor of Barcelona, a burincrs he Teiiled Very much tih 
|beraitifd£)iunof ihcadrqiral.andpetfcdly condltent with ibe honour 
(jflhenaiion. 

+ He quitted ihe adinirahy, on the refignaiion of Cr Chailes Waget, 
in ihe moiilh of Marcb 1743, aoil did not return 10 il Jgain ijil ihc 
^ppoinimen; of the duke of Bedford 10 be (itft lord commilEuner, on 
the E7ih of December 1744, u fuewflbr IQ Daniel, eail qf Winehcl- 

gradu^ 
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gradual promotions * his lordfliip was confiituted adtnkafl 
of the blue fquadron of his ixiaje(ly*s fleet in 1748* His 
lordfhip was, in 1727, ele£led one of the members ibr th« 
borough of New Windfor, in Berkihire, to the firft par* 
liament called by king George the Second; and fat fbrtho 
fame plac^ in the next, which was convened for the dif* 
patch of bufmefs on January 14, 1734-5, and was thcr 
eighth parliament of Great Britain. At the general 
eleftion in 1741 he was returned for the towfi of Pljr- 
mouth, in Devonfliire; for which he was alfo cbofen, to 
J 747, to the tenth parliament of Great Britain ; but befofe 
the conclufion of that affembly, his late majefty was pleafed 
to create him a peer of Great Britain, by the ftile and 
title of lord Vere, of Hanworth, in the county of Middle^ 
fex, by letters patent, bearing date March 28, i75ot| 
whereupon he was introduced into the houfe^of peers^ 
^d toc^ his feat there on the 30th of the fame month* 

On the refignation of his brother, then duke of St, 
Alban'sj in 1761, his lordfliip fucceeded him as lord ]Jeui» 
tenant and cuftos rotulorum of the county of Bejks, aa 
office which he himfelf fome time afterwards alfo nefigned* 
In April 17369 his lordfliip married Mary, eldeft daqgihtter 
and coheir of Thomas Chambers, of Hanworth, in the 
county of Middlefex, ^fq, by his wife, the lady Mary 
Berkeley, fifter of James, third earl of Berkeley; and by 
her ladyihip (who was fifter to the late countefs Temple) 
had ifliie four fons ; i . Vere ; St. Chambers ; j. SackvUle^ 
who all died young ; and 4. Aubrey : and two daughters^ 
%. Elizabeth^ who died young; .2. Mary, born December 
4-9 ^743 » married QSober 2, X762, to lord Charles 
Spencer, brother to liis grace, George, the prefent diikc 
pf Marlborough, His lordfliip having attained the very 
advanced age of eighty- two, died on the ad of 0301)61 



•*mm 



♦ On the -csdof April 1745, ^^ was promoted to be rcar-admirit ' 
of the red; on the 14th of July 1746, to fee vice of the blue; on the 
15th of July 1747, to be vice of the red; and on the i2ih of UlijF 
11748, to be admiral of the blue. 

4 On the «ift of July 1749, he relign^d fe» rank as a nararoJBcer, 
fts well as his ftation at the admiralty ^board. His fucceflbr to elm 
iatter was not, however, appmn ted till -the i8tli of November enfa- 
ing. His retirement was ao.t m ccmfe^uencc of any difgufti as appeiy% 
by the fequc<% 
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178*, and was privately buried, according to the dircfliona 
given in his will, in the vault under St. James's church 
Weflminller. The lady Vere, his widow, died fudilcnSy 
on the 19th of January 1783. 

CONSETT, Maihew, — was, on the 196 of April 
I721, appointed captain of the Experiment. The only 
fubfequent command in which we find him was that of 
(he Dover, of forty guns, to which he was appointed in 
the month of January 1728. No other mention what- 
ever is made of him, except that he is faiii to have died 
fometime in the coiirfe of the year 1749, having, as we 
believe, quitted the fervice many years previous to his 
deceafe. 

CUKDITT, John, — was, on the 20th of January 
1 72 1, appointed captain of the Dolphin*. We have not 
been able to karn any thing fariher concerning him, 
except th«t he died in England on the 26th of April 
1724- 

MEDLEY, Henry, — was, in the year 1720, com- 
mander of the Pool (irelhip, one of the fleet fent iiitu 
*he Baltic under the orJers of fir John Norris. 
He was, on the 17th of February 1721, promoted 
to the rank of captain in the navy, and appointed to the 
Yort, a fourth rate of fixty guns ; in which Oiip he agaia 
ferved on the Baliic flation. After his return he was or- 
dered to join the fquadron intended to be feat to LiCbon 
mder fir Charles Wancr, which, as wc have frequently 
obfexved, never put to fea. Early in the following yeac 
he was appointed to the Leopard, and fent to the Mediter- 
ranean. The only confequeniial mention we find made 
of him while employed there is, having, in coujnndlioa 
with captain Scot, in the Dragon, feized a ihip cailedthe 
Revolution, lying within the mole of Genoa, upon infor- 
mation of her being !n the Pretender's fervice. 

Mr. Medley's next command appears to have been that 
of the Romney, a fifty gun fiiip, put in commiflion as one 
of the armainent intended to be fent to the Mediterranean 
under the command of iir Ciiarles Wager, but w hich was 
oneof thofe which did not proceed on that fervice. We 
find DO mention made of him from this time till the year 

* Mi. Haidy crcQncuuOy Uyt Uic GKybouai. 
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1741, when he commanded the Naflau, of fevenfy gtiti^ 
one of the fleet employed in the Channel under the orders 
of fir John Norns. That admiral returning into poit 
with the principal part of the fleet in the month of Auguft^ 
the Naflau was left witli fotr:C other ihips to cruife off the 
coaftofSpain, as well in t!:chope of diftrefling thetradeof 
the enemy as prouSing ihat of Britain. In this fervice hd 
was at leaft very ::c^!ve, if not fuccefsful, haying captured . 
feveral fmall veflcls, which, though of no great value^ 
fufficicntly prove his diligence and afliduity in attending 
properly to the fervice of his country. 

He did not long remain in the Naflau, that fhip being 
fcnt to the Mediterranean, under Mr. Leftock in the fol* 
lowing year, commanded by captain Lloyd. We do not 
know any thing fartljer concerning him, except that for* 
fhort time he is faid to have been firft captain to fir John 
Norris during the latter end of the year 1742, and tho 
beginning of the following year, till his promotiouyonthd , 
19th of June 1744, to be rear admiral ofthe white, which- 
was his firft flag. In the month of November he was ap- 
pointed to command a fmall fquadron ordered to cruife in 
foundings; and failed on th? 18th, on that fervice, in 
company with vice-admiral Davers, who was proceeding 
with a fquadron to Jamaica. Mr. Medley diligently kept 
his ftation, though at the mofl: inhofpitable feafon of the 
year, not having returned to Spithead till the 23d of Ja- 
nuary. He met with fome good fortune, having captured 
two or three valuable prizes ; which, though a Tuccefs by 
no means adequate to his wiflies or deferts, was greater 
than that which had attended many expeditions of greater 
confequence, and under the command of men of the moft 
diftinguiflied popularity. On the 23d of April 1745, he 
was advanced to be vice-admiral of tne blue, having'been 
a few days before appointed to command a fquadron fent 
to the Mediterranean, where, on his arrival, he was to take 
upon him the chief command. 

The war in that part of the world had languifhed for 
fome time, as muft ever be the cafe where there is no- 
enemy, or at moft an impotent one, to contend with. 
The cautious condudl: purfued by France and Spain, ever 
fince the encounter off Toulon, compelled the prefence of 
a Britiih armament in tbofe feas, at an enormous incon* 

veniciiice 



KAVAL OTFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 95 

ce and cxpence, but with wery Uitle dtfReulty or 
5 to themfelvcs. Their (hips in a conftant ftate of 
requiptnent continued in iheir ports -wfthotit incurnng 
I'danger, or even rillc ; and by employing fo large a partion 
I of the BritiJh naval force (o watch them, afforded them 
V every afliftaiM:e,which they coold have derived from their 
' g il in open combat. This polilic behaviour on 
the part of the foe, although demanding the utmoft dili- 
gence and care on ihe part erf" the Brttifh admiral, aiForded 
him but little, or, indeed, no opportunily of acquiring 
ihat degree of celebrity neceflary to eftablilTi a popular 
charafteT. Nevcrthelcfs, the teirperate part of his 
countrymen cannot in jufiice williold from him that cool 
and fober kind of applaule, which is iho undeniable tri- 
bute due to every honeft, careful, and alfiduous cominarr- 
fler. On the t5ih of July 1747, Mr. Medley was sd- 
iianced to the rank of vice-admiral of the red, and conti- 
nued in the very unenviable Itation we have already 
defcribed till the lime of his death, an event which toot 
place at Vado, on the 5th of Auguli 1 747, he then having 

»fais flag flyfngon board the Ruffe!. 
WELLER, John, — was, on the 7th of April 1721, 
Uppointed captain of the Garland. His next promotion 
Was, as we believe, in (he year 1726, to the command of 
the Hampfhire, of fifty guns, one of the ilcet Cent into the 
Eailic under lir Charles Wager. This gentleman ap- 
pears to have had a very mdiScrent ftate of health, and 
particularly to have been gricvouUy affliifled with the ftone, 
a difeafe wt»ch in the end put a period to his exiftence, 
after baring for many years endured, with the greatefl 
firmnefs, all the torments attendant on the complaint 
[itfelf, and undergone one of the fevereft operations, per- 
ps, in all forgery, in the hope of being cured. The 
^bove misfortune will bell account for his not having been> 
•re have been able to difcover, ever engaged in any 
Kveiy aflive fervice. Not long after the commencement 
rf the Spanilh war he was appointed captain of the 
Dublin yacht, a ftation which he refigned to his fon in the 
Fyear 1748, in confequence of the ill health with which he 
[was afflifted. In rear-admiral Hardy'3 lift he is faid to 
"(8VC died in England on the 27th of December 1752 ; but 
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in a private memorandum, the year 1756 is gives :l$tffe 
time of his deceafc. 

WINDHAM, James— was, on the 36th of May tjzt^ 
appointed captain of the Solebay. IJe was afterwards 
removed into the Diamond, and ordered to the Weft 
Indies. He died in the bay of Honduras om the jd of 
January i'J24S* 



1722# 

BRAITHWAITE, Samuel,— '^^as, on the aSth of 
January 1721-2, promoted to be captain of the Exeter. 
The only fubfequent command in which we find him 
was that of the Kingfton, a fourth rate of (ixty guns, one- 
of eight two-decked fbips put in comniiiEon on the 15th 
of February 1727, and intended to form a part of the fleet 
colleding for the Baltic. The deftination, however, of 
feveral of the ffaips was afterwards changed, and in this- 
Dumber the Kingflon was included, being fent, in thcf 
month of June following to Gibraltar, with a convoy of 
tranfports, having troops on board for the reinforcement 
of that garrifon. The Kingflon remained on that ftatioD, 
under (ir Charles Wager, during the continuance of the 
fhort rupture ; and when that was concluded, was ordered, 
with feveral other (hips of war, to convoy back to Ireland 
the different regiments that had been drawn from thence 
on the above emergency. We do not find captain Braith- 
waite to have held any command fubfequent to that of the 
Kingfton, and believe him to have totally retired from 
the lervice many years before his death, which happened 
in the month, of June 1750, or, as others fay, 1751- 

LAWES, Jofeph; — was, on the 28th of Oaober 
1722, appointed captain of the MermakI; and in thfl 
month of February 1726-7, was promoted to the ^om* 
Bland of the Lyon, a fourth rate, fitted out with the fame 
intention the Kingflon wa3^ which we have, already 
noticed in the life of captain Braiihwaite. The Lyon 
X alfq 
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alfo did not proceed to the Baltic, but accompanied the 
Kingfton tt» Gibraliar, and failed from thence to the Weft 
Indies, in the month of December, with Mr. Hopfon*, 
who was appointed to the chief command in that part of 
the world. On his return from thence the Lyon was paid 
off, and captain Lawes is not known to have held any 
fubfequent command till ihe year 1731, when he was 
made captain of the Flamborough, a fixth rate of twenty 
gims, one cf four velfeis, all of the fame defctiption, 
ordered to be fuddcnly equipped and fent to the Weft 
Indies for the purpofeof rellraining the infults and depre- 
dations then daily committed by the Spanifli guarda cofta's 
in that part of the world. Whether captain Lawes ever 
proceeded on the above fervice does not clearly appear, 
nor do ive know any thing farther relative to him, except 
that he died at Pljimomh on the i9ih of March 1733, 
being at thai time coinmander of the York, to which iSip 
he had been juft before appointed. 

MACCARTHY, Robert, commonly called Lord Muf- 
kerry, — was ihe cldcft fon of Charles Maccarthy, carl 
of Clancarty, in the kingdom of Ireland. This unfortu- 
nate nobleman having exerted himfclf in the moft con- 
fpicuous manner in fupport of the arbitrary meafures of 
king James the Second, was attainted by ai£l of parlia- 
ment. His fon, being born after the abo^^e event, was, 
confequenily, not implicaietl in his guilt, and was always 
dirtinguiflied by the fame honorary title he would have had 
a legal right to, had not his father's delinquency deftroy- 
cd it. The family polfelTions being nearly annihilated 
by the foregoing procedure, his lordlnip entered early in 
life into the navy, and was, on the lyih of March 1 721-2, 
appointed captain of the Solebay. We hear nothing of 
Jiim after that time till the month of January 1728, when 
he was appointed captain of the Adventure, a large fifth 
rate mounting forty guns. In 1729 that fliip was one of 
the fleet colleifled at Spiihead, under lir Charles Wager. 
From thence he was fent to the Weft Indies, where he 
continued two years without any opportunity of figna- 
lizing himfetf, for the behaviour and note of the Spaniards 
was of late much altered: and though depredations in fomc 
degree continued, yet ihefe were rather to be confidered 
as the piracies of individuals than as a national infult, the 
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court ha^ng given the mod podtive and pe r em pto ry 
orders to all the Spanifh fubjeds to obferve the mm 
peaceable demeanour towards the Brttifh. Many who 
were hardy enough to a£l in contravention of that ediA 
were tmprifoned and otherwife punifhed in the moft ex* 
emplary manner. 

The condu£t of the Britifli was of courfe equally ami- 
cable and polite. Several Spanifti (hips of war,, with a 
condderable quantity of fpecie on board, having been 
wrecked on Point Pedro fhoals, off the ifland of Jamaicaf 
all poflible exertions were made to fave the money. 
Thefe were fo fuccefsful, that, in the month of April I73if 
two hundred and twenty thoufand pieces of eight, belong- 
ing to the public treafure, were carried by his lordfliip to 
Cadiz, together with an unrcgiflered fum equal in value, 
as it was faid, to the above. \Ve are unacquainted with 
any command hts lord (hip held after the above time, not- 
withftanding we believe him to have been pccafionally . 
employed, more particularly previous to the rupture with 
Spain m 1739* Having then fallen under the unhappy fuf- 
picion of being flrongly infedted with thofe principles and 
attachments, which had on a former occafion proved the 
ruin of his father ; he was ordered to be fimck olF the 
lift of naval officers on the i6th of July 1749.^ He after- 
wards entered into a foreign fervice, fo that the time of hrs 
death is unknown to us. 

SOLGUARD, Peter, — was a gentleman of foreign 
extra£tion, we believe Danifh ; and having entered into 
the Englifh fervice, was, on the 2d of July 1722, appointed 
captain of the Greyhound. He remained in the fame 
command fcveral years, ferving in the Weft Indies 
under vice-admiral Hofier, where he had at leaft an equad 
(hare with his cotemporaries in ti»e fevf ral events which 
took place there, and was not alfo without his portion of 
fuccels. His moft confeqocntial Service was the capture of 
a Spanifh (hip, in June if 27, bound from the Havannah to 
TeneriiFe, with a valuable cargo, and upwards of feventy 
thoufand dollars in fpecie, and of a large pirate (hip 
which had committed niany depredations. The re- 
mainder of his fer\ ices were, as well as thofe of all his 
colleagues, confined to the mere aA of cruifing during 

the 
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(he continuance of ihe enfuing armed peace. In this 
interval he commanded the Heilor of .forty guns on the 
Mediterranean (lation, and afterwards ihe Royal Oak of 
70, one of ihe guardlhips. On the profpeft of a rupture 
with Spain, he was appointed captain, in 1739, of 
the Berwick, of fcventy giins, in which fliip he was 
immediately afterwards ordered for the Mediterra- 
nean. S(K>n after his arrival ai Gibraltar he was moft 
unhappily feized with a fever of which he died at that 
plate on the igih of March, 1740. Of this gentleman 
we have briefly to remark, thai as no man ever lived more 
elieemed, fo did no one ever die more lamented. It 
tnay Le truly added, and without 3 figure, that at his fune- 
ral, every feaman, every ofHcer, under his command, be- 
wailed him as a^^lioiiately as if each individual had loll 
a friend moftiruly beloved, or a parent mod highly revered. 



1723. 

NO perfon appears to have been advanced to the rant 
of pfflft captain between the ill of January 1722-3, and 
the firll of January followuig. 



1724. 

ANSON, George, Lord, — was the defcendant of » 
wry refpeilable family long fettled in the county of 
Stafford. He was the fecond and youngeft fon of Wil- 
liam Anfon, efq. of Shugborough in that county, and hi( 
»'ife Elizabeth Lane, one of the daughters and co-heil» 
•f Ralph Lane, efq. and filler to Maiy, couniefs rf 



J 



t#0 tXVES AKD CHARACTIXS 09 

Ma^desficld. Having very early in life difcoveredf tlM 
ftrojageft propenfity to the naval fervice, he received the 
ediutatioD neceflary for fiKrh a purfuit^ and pailing 
through the fubordinate flations of midihipman and lieiir 
tenant with much credit and reputation, was, in 1722, 
advanced to the rank of commander of the Weazle floop^ 
He was, on the ift of February 1723-4, promoted to the 
rank of captain, and appointed to the Scarboroufl;h frigate* 
No mention is made either of the fervices or italions oa 
which he was employed, or even the (hips he commanded^ 
tin the year 1731, at which time he was captain of the 
Dramond, a fifth rate of forty guns. This veflel was'ooe 
of thofe originally intended to have been fent to the Me- 
diterranean with (ir Charles Wager, but never proceeded 
thither. In 1737, till which time we have no farther ac- 
count of him, he was appointed to the Centurion of fixty 
|;uns, and fent as commanding officer, with a didinguifh- 
xng pendant, to the coaft of Africa, from whence he pafled 
to Carolina. On the eve of the rupture with Spain he 
was pitched upon to command a fbuadron, con^ 
(ifting of five or fix two-decked fhips, having on board a 
body of land forces under colonel Bland. This force was 
intended to be fent to the Eaft Indies, on an expedition 
againft the valuable Spanifli fettlement of Manilla or Lu«^ 
conia, one of the Philippine iflands. This force, taking 
its fucccfs as an abfolute certainty, was to be there joined 
by a fquadron of equal force, commanded by the 
brave and unfortunate captain 'Cornwall, who was 
to have proceeded to the weftward round Cape Horn; and 
after attacking and deftroyingas far as podible the Spanifb 
fettlements on the Wcftern coall of America, was to have 
formed the junftion juft Rated ; they were then jointly 
to attempt any enterprize lUll greater, which their 
own prudence and ability might fuggeft to them the pow- 
er of carrying into execution with efFeft. 

This plan, which appeared exceeding fe^fihle and likely 
to have been produtSlive of the mofl: lolid advantages to 
the nation, was in part fuddenly abandoned by admtni- 
ftratiort, for reafons which have never yet been made 
pubjic ; the original deftination of Mr. Anfon was changed, 
and he was ordered to purfue the route and plan which 
had been intended for the fquadron under Mr. Cornwalt* 
He received his commiflion on the loth of January, 
4 ' and 
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and though his itiftfiiflions bore date on the 31ft of the 
fame uirn'h ; ihrodghfome unaccountable and unpardon- 
able ilelny, thcTe were npt delivered 10 him lill the zHth of 
June following. He re^aiifcil immediately to Porlfmouth, 
vihere he found hh TiqiiactrQjt C>olle£led, but in no i^ohdi- 
tion frr fea, there being at Je'afl a deficiency of three 
hunf'rcd men in the ditierent flit pY complements of fea- 
(nen. This intonvrricnte the €<mirtiodore was affured 
fhould be immediately remtdied, by his httviitg a number 
equal 10 his wants turned over from on board-the fleet then 
lying at Spiihead under the command ofTu John Norrisi 
but this promife was fo far from being ful6il6l» that fi« 
John peremptorily refufed to part with a fmgjc-.'man, 
alledgingihe fervice in which he hlmfeff was employed 
was mult confeqwenttal to the nation; and ihat, hoMirfs- 
himfelf refpontible for events, he could not think -of 
rendering any part of his own force unfit for fervice by 
' complying with the requifitlon. 

Thus were the fanguine hopes Mr. Anfon had enter- 
tained of being able to proceed 10 fea without delay lotally 
fruftraled; and atlaO, when he had waited with much im- 
patience foraconfiderable length of time, all thealTiflance 
lie was able to procure, as a fupply, inftead of th« numbers 
a^ually due to his (hips according to the eftablifliment.was 
a recruit of ninety-eight marines, forty feamen only that 
could be faid to be in a condition fit to undertake fo vbrT 
diftam a voyage, and thirty-two convalefcents newly dif* 
charged from the hofphal: nor was the above the Only 
mortification to which the commander of this unfortunate 
Iquadion was fuhjcdled. According to the original plan 
a complete regiment of foot, then commanded by colonel 
Bland, and three independent companies, were to have 
embarked as a land force, deiiined firft to attack Baldivia, 
a v«y confequenlial fetltement, belonging to the Spani'- 
ards, on the wefttrn coall of South AmericST But even 
this part of tiie armament was afterwards abandoned in 
the moSi imaccountable manner; and Inllead of thofe 
troq»s which, had the fqiiadron failed in proper time togct 
round Cape Horn without accident, might have allaulted 
with fucctfs the rich town of Acapulco itfelf, adminiftra- 
tion fubllituied a draft of five hundred out p^nfioncrs be- 
longing to Chelfea hofpital. Two hundred and fifty-nine 
U 3 only 
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only of thefe embarked, being thofe.tnoft feeble and in^ 

capable of eiFedling their cfcape frotn^ fWvice which their 

C(mirades Judly confidcred as fendirB^ 'them to a certmia 

death. We cannot refrain fn:jim ailenting to a remark 

made by Campbell on this ocf(;afiony that in cafes like the 

prefent it is not eafy to {Tetermine which we fhould mo{t 

execrate, the heads or <lki "hearts of thofe who are entnifted 

with the managemeut'of public afl&irs. That it furely could 

require but a ve1]y moderate (hare of underftanding to know 

that troops of.fuch a defcription fo far from bdng in any 

degree feryipfcobl^, muft neceflarily prove a burdeniomeob- 

ftru6lioci.fo*the fuccefs of an expedition, which, from its 

very batu?e, required health, (Irength, and vigour in its 

Utiri!CJi(t.pcrfc6tion. As to heart, could any thing be ima- 

•glned'more inhuman, than treacheroufly dragging from 

their peaceful habitations, and the enjoyment of a fcanty 

reward for pall fervices, a number of decrepit old men, 

confcious of their own inability to render farther fervicc 

to their country! aiid certain of a mod inglorious cata* 

ftrophe. 

To fupply the deficiency of the intended force occa- 
fioned by the above defertion, miniftry, as if ftill 
refolutely bent on doing every thing in their power to 
prevent even the poffibility of fuccefs, ordered three com^- 
panies of marines, confiding of two hundred and ten meny 
to be embarked. Thofe were newly raifcd, confeaiicntly 
totally uninured to the fatigues, even of Channel iervice, 
and ignorant of all military difcipline. Having received 
this wonderful reinforcement the fquadron dropped down 
to St. Helen's, on the loth of Auguft, to take advantage, 
of the firft fpurt of fair wind. The abfurdity of the 
meafures which had been uniformly purfued in the ma- 
nagement of the whole expedition was not yet complete, 
for, as Campbell obferves, inftead of fufFering Mr. Anfon 
to proceed and tide it down Channel, as he might have 
done in light winds with his fmall fquadron, he was 
ordered to fail from St. Helen's with the two fleets coU 
le&ed there under fir Chaloner Ogle and admiral Balchen, 
amounting to one hundred and forty*five fail. It being 
•impoflible for fo great a nunabjer oi (hips to proceed to 
fea fafely without an eaderly or leading wind, a cohiider- 
able tjme was in vain confumed in waiting for that op* 

jportunityr 
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portunity: and when weary of fniitlcfs expedatton, the 
lords jultices ai laft ordered Mr. Anfoii to make the beft 
of his way with his own fqiiadron without waiting for 
the other fleets. He failed on the iSlhof September with 
a llg^il wind, nearly wed, and in four days cleared the 
Channel. 

His force confifted of the Centurion, his own fliiPi of 
fixty guns; the Severn and Glouceller, of fifty ; the Pearl, 
of fony; the Wager (lorelhip, an olti Iiidiaman, mount- 
ing twenty guns, purchafed into the fervice, and very 
unfit to be fent on fo dangerous a voyage; and the Trial, 
a fnow carrying eight guns: to thefe were added two 
vifluallers, one of four, ifie other of two hundred tons 
burthen. The land forces, that is to fay the invalids 
and marines, amounting together to four hundred and 
feventy men, were commanded by coione! Cracherode. 
From what we have premifed it may be concluded, that 
all unprejodioed perfons could entertain but very llender 
hopes of fuccefs. The force was in itfelf by no means 
adequate to the magnitude of the undertaking ; and the 
extraordinary delay from the month of January, when the 
expedition vfiis firit arranged, to the month of September, 
when it proceeded to fea, not only enabled, as it was well 
known, the Spaniards to equip and fend to fea a fquadron 
of fuperior force to counteraft its operations, but expofed 
Mr, Anion and his ihips to iIk extreme danger of making 
their paffage round Cape Horn, and paditig through thofc 
very inclanerrt feas at the moll iohofpitable and improper 
fcafon ; a circumftance that contributed more to the fub- 
fequent fafety of the enemy's feltlements than their ability 
of refiftance, either from the ftrength of ibcir ibrlifica- 
ijons or thai of Mr. Pizarro's lijnadron. 

Mr. Anfon being ai length at liberty to purfuc his 
voyage, fteered for the iOand of Madeira ; but as if Pro- 
vidence had leagued with the authors of his former delay, 
and united to effeQ the utter ruin of this apparently de- 
voted fquadron, he was thiriy-fevcn days on his paiTage 
thither, a run which is moft frequently made, if the wind 
prove favourable or moderate, in ten or twelve. On his 
arrival there, on the 25th of October, he had intelligence 
that a fquadron, confifting of feven or eight Spanilli (hips 
of the line and a Patache, had been fpen cjruillng to the 
G 4 weflwaiil 
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wedward of that ifland for fcvwal days : ihis vfis in tfuth 
the very fquadron, under admiral Don Pizarro, of which 
we have already made meniion. The commodore imme- 
diately difpatched a fmall velTel t« reconnoitre; but flie 
having returned without affording him any inform at ion* 
and the water of the fquadron being completed, he failed 
on the 3d of November, fleering for the coaft of Brazil. 
On the 28th he croffed the line, and on the 21ft of De- 
ceniber came to an anchor at the iHard of St. Catherine's. 
The crews of the different (hips having become ficfcly 
during the pafiage, it was ncceffary to remain at the port 
above-mentioned for a fliort time, in the hope of recOTcr- 
ing them bv the fuppofed falubriiy of the climate, and the 
conllant ufc of frefn provifions. Mr. Anfon was, how- 
ever, much deceived in thefe too fanguine expeflations; 
the climate itfelf not being by any means fo healthy, or the 
Porluguefe fo hofpitable as they were generally rcprc- 
fented; tnfomuch that ihe number of fick was aflnally 
rather encreafed than diminiflied during his continuance 
there. Tue Jhips having fet up their rigging and COtn- 
pleted other little necefTary duties and repairs, as welj as 
fufBcienlly recruited their Itock of proviilon and water, ibe 
commodore left St. Catherine's on the i8th of January 
(leering to the foulhward, along the weftern coaft of 
America: and, as it was highly probable that, confider- 
jng the inhofpitable climate, rendered Rill more hoftile by 
the dangerous feafon of the year, the fi^uadron might be 
feparaied, three different places of rendezvous were, with 
the moft prudent precaution, appointed. The firil, at 
the port of St. Julian on the coaft of Patagonia ; the fc- 
cond, at the ifland of Socoro in the South Seas ; and the 
third, at Juan Fernandez. As had been forefccn, the 
Pearl feparated from the reit of the fquadron foon after it 
failed from St. Catherine's, and did not rejoin it till a very 
fliort lime before they made the harbour of Si. Julian. 
During her abfetKe (he was chaced, and very narrowly 
efcaped being taken by the Spanifh fquadron, the molt 
perfeft account of Mr. Anfnn's force and movements 
having been fent to Pizarro, at Buenos Ayres, through the 
treachery of the Porluguefe governor, at St. Catherine's. 
This information was fo correfl and precifc, that the 
Spaniih commander was enabled to difguife his ihi_ 

compIetelTiJ 
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completely as lo enable them to pafs on all thofe wh» 
were not the mod accurate judges for ihofe under Mr. 
Anfiin ; and the very form of the Commodore's broad, or 
I ^ftinguifliing pepdant was fo perfeflly imitated, that the 
^officers and crew of the Pearl were very near falling vic- 
^mstothe treacherous-dclufion. 

The Trial Hoop having loft her main-maft during her 
■ malTage, the necefTary repair rendered their (lay at th^ 
llfland oF St. Julian, where they arrived on the i8th of 
Kfebruary, longer than had been at firll propofed ; but the 
■yliolc being accompHflied by the 27th, the fquadron agaia 
tut to fea and palTed the ilreights le Maiie on the 7ih of 
March. Tliele were confidered as the boundary of their 
Sroublcs, the entrance into ihe Pacific Ocean, where 
^^ey ivuuld have no florms to encounter, nor any other 
occupation hut that of diitreffing the enemies of their 
jountry and enriching thcmfelves. The flilps, taking ail 
^ Rircumftances together, were far from being in 3 bad 
condition for fervice, their crews not remarkably un- 
healthy, and thofe who were opprefied with difeafe w^juld, 
as it was hoped, foou recover undtr the benign iniiuencc tj 
a milder climate, and thofe repeated opportunities which 
were expefled of procuring frefli provifions, from their 
foes or otiicrwife. 

Thefe pleafme ideas were fcarcely raifed ere (hey 

raniftied. The Iternmoft (hips of the fquadron had not 

K^ared (he freights when a moll tremendous hurricane 

Ijirofe which had neaily driven them on fliore. Having 

pfcaped this imminent danger, they were inceffantly cx- 

K)fed, during a period of two months, lo all the horrors 

ind dangers of a moft impetuous terapen. During this 

mmc (he Ihips fullained the moll ferious damage in their 

ttalls aod riggings their hulls were fa Ihaioed as, hgura- 

lively fpeaking, to admit water al every, feam ; and the crews 

Ibemfe Ives became fo weak and fick'y as to have firarcely 

Preneth and energy fufficient to work their crazy (hatterod 

^eitls. Yet through all this cnmphcated dillrefs, owing 

I the prudent regulations and orders whiuh had been 

j^ued to all Ihe captains of the fquadron, and their (Irid 

fsd attentive obferv-ance of tht;m, they for a long time bid 

(cfiance to the war of elements and ke»t to^jeihcr. The 

y of ti)^ Sifii eucxearmg teoipeCt at Uix f foved too Arong 

for 



I06 LIVES AKn CHARACTEM OF ' 

for mortal exertion. All that remained for the fcterat 
fhipsof the fquadron, difperfed as they were, vrzs to make 
every effort at reaching the place ot appointed rendez- 
vous. Two of them, the Severn and Pearl, were oblirod 
to put back ; the Wager ftorefhip refolutely perfevenrig 
in the attempt, was wrecked ; the commodore, himfel^ 
wi*h the Gloucefter, the Trial floop, and Anna pink, 
viflualler, were all that made their paflage to the 
ifland of Juan Fernandez. 

To return to Mr. Anfon. After having with the moft 
incredible difficulty fucceeded in making his paflage round 
Cape Horn, notwi^hftanding it was the opinion of every 
man in the (hip that none had furvived the tempeft but 
themfe'ves, he proceeded for the firft appointed rendez* 
vous, where having cruifed in vain for upwards of a fort- 
night, in hopes of meeting with fome mips of the fqua- 
droD, and being difappointed, was confequently, together 
with his people, ftrengthened in the firft opinion. StiH 
•did he hold it hi*^ indifpenfible duty to perfeverc while the 
poflibility of fulfilling his firft inftru^ions extfted : he ac- 
cordingly fteered for the ifland of Juan Fernandez, and 
on the 28th of May arrived adually in fight of it ; but 
from its appearance, in confequence of the ftate of the 
atmofphtrre at that time, it was deemed only a cloud. 
"The (hip accordingly altered her courfe, and on the 30th 
of May ^he crew were convinced of their former error by a 
more perfedt fight of the high land of Chili. Their 
ilate was now become truly deplorable, water was grown 
very ftiort, and the people 10 fickly that it was no tincom- 
mon difafter for fix or feven of them to die in the courfe 
of twenty-four hoiirs. Thofe who furvived were fo en- 
feebled that they almoft defpaired of reaching the fertile 
and falubrious fpot where their health mi^t s^in be 
renovated. The Centurion was, however, fortunate 
enough to reacb this objedl of general wiih oh the 9th of 
June. So reduced were her crew by the fcurvy ixd 
fatigue, that of four hundred and fifty men who tbite 
-mdnths before pafTed the ftreights Le Maire, in wbkt 
might be called good health and vigour, fcarce half thtt 
number were alive ; and fo many of the furvivors confiiied 
to their hanunocks that, with tne manual afliftance of aB 
the officers^ without exception, it was with the utsioft 

difficulty 
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iSiHicutty they could iiiufter fiifficient ftrength to bring the 
fliip to an anchor on the following day. 

I'he firft biifiners entered upon was, as might be rea- 
fonably fuppofed, the landing of their lick ; from the 
fpeedy recovery of whom the commodore found the report 
of the falubriiy of the climate, and ihc vegetable produc- 
tions of the ifland, particularly in cafes of peifons afBiaed 
with the fcurvy, by nf means exaggerated ; for though a 
very confirierabie number might be conlldered, in the laft 
ftage of that diflemper, yet, after l!ie two firft days, fcarce 
ten perfons died during the time of their continuance 011 

", »he ihand, a period of three months. The commodore was 
ibma time afterwards joined by the Gloucefler, Trial (loop, 

'and Anna pink, vifliialler ; thetwoformer, if poflible, ina 
■worfe condition than ihe Cemurion had been. The health 
of the furvivors was, however, rcftored, and the (hips re- 
fitted as well as circumftances would admit. Such was 
the ftate of affairs when a ftrafigc fliip was difcovered in 
the offing. The Centurion being in the mod forward ftate 
of equipment, the commodore immediately (lipped his 
cable and ran out to fea in purfuit. The velTel he had 
feen efcaped for the night ; but 10 make him amends for 
this temporary difappointment, he fell in with and cap- 
lured her on the lollowing day. She proved to be a 
Spanifh merchanllhip with a cargo of confiderable value, 
and forae fpecie, bound coaltwife. Finding, by letters 
taken in the prize, as well the information of the people, 
that fome confiderable captures might probably be made 
before the coaft was futticiently alarmed to keep their 
ve(reis in port, ihe commodore, on his return to Juan 
Fernandez, made every podible difpatch in getting the 
Gloucefter and Trial ready for fea, the viiSuallerAaving 
been condemned and broke up. They accordingly, as 
well as himfclf, made every polfible difpatch in getting 
leady for their final departure from the hofpitable fpot 
whence they had derived fo much fuccour. 

The Centurion, and the Tryal Hoop*, together with 
the Prize Ihip, the Carmelo, which was fitted as a criiifer 
with the Victualler's guns, in the beft manner circum- 

* The Try»l filled In 1 very few days after Mr. Anfon'i remm ; 
the Commoaorc himfclf wilh hit prize, on ihc i^th of Sepiembcr. 
Aances 
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Aftucet irould ^mitf failed from Juan Fernte^z with 
the above intentipn, leaving the Gloucedier, ivhicfa Jhip 
was BOt in 4|uite C® forwaini a fiatje to^fellow thefii* The 
(pcntiirion was foon jotfiect by the Trydl, with a very large 
itkd valiiabk (kip Ae. had ul&eni but had ftiftained fo much 
damags lA her mafts during the thace» and was moreover 
found to be fo very leaky and defedive as to be totally 
vnfit for fervice : it was therefore refolved to (cuttle her*, 
inmI commiilion the prise as an Eiiglilh frigate, fhe 
baving been formerly employed as one in the Spanidi fer- 
vice. The commodore and his new confort afterwards 
cruifed in company, and were Aiccefsful enough to take 
two prizes of no inconfider^ble value to the Spaniards, 
t>ut lefs to tlie captors, who had no means of difpofing of 
tbem* The commodore finding, however, that the coail 
was alarmed, and little farther fuccefs was on that account 
to be expe£led by continuing his former employment, and 
Iiaving alfo received information that a confiderable trea- 
fure was then lying at Paita, a Spani(h town within a few 
leagues of him, and by no means u> defended as to be capable 
of making any coniiderable refiflance, he immediately re« 
iblved to bend his courfe thither, and when at a convenient 
iJiftaace to attempt furprifing it, with his boats manned 
^hd armed. 

Having arrived dn the flation he judged proper to com*- 
^ence operations from, fifty-eight men werechofen from 
ihe difierent crews^ and put under the command of Mr. 
afterw^ds fir Piercy Brett, the commodore's iiril lieute- 
waM with a proper <)uantjty of arms and ammunition : 
The boats left the fliips two hours before midnight, and Mr. 
Biett with his people managed their bufinefs with fo mudi 
«ddrel6 and fpirit, that by the morning they were in comi- 
f^Ietfi atod undifturbed po^flion of the town^ together widi 
« ffi^lfbrt which wililits^nly defence. The commocbre 
^and bis ihips ftood after ttte boats under an eafy fail, and 
at day break the next morning had the fatisfadion of learn- 
4ng the ooqiplete fuccefs of hi$ detachment from the fight 
iof the Engltih colours which were hoifted on the enemy's 
fya. Tw. removal of levery thing that was moft valu wfe 

— >— — — — I ■ I I I ■W^^— ^i— — — — — — MM I TT- ,1 I I T1 I ■■ 

.^ This 4iF0iqi4«D(M^liriU^ jbe- btneaAer fbaod tneie particahrly 
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ffDm the town, on board the fquadron, immediately toolc 
place; and fo much diligence was u fed in the frai.fports- 
(ion • of them, fuch care in properly barricadiB^ and 
guarding the ditFcrent avenues, that the whole burini-fs 
■was completed in three days without the fmslleft inter- 
ruption on the part of the enemy. The governor and 
inhabitanrs, who all made their efcape and reniiezvoared 
in great numbers on a hill at a fmall diftancc, having rc- 
iiifed to ranfom the town, notwithftanding many liberal 
offers were made to them for that pnrpofe, ihc commo- 
dore, after having, according to his previous profrfife, 
hndt'd ihe prifonets he iiad made in ihe fevcral pnzts, 
.ordered it to be fct on fire. He immediately quitted the 
bay after having funk five or fix vcfiels which he found 
there ihat were of no ufe to him; and brought offa lliip, 
called the Solidad, which, having the character of a primf; 
fciler, he thought might be ufeful in his future operations. 
He failed from Paita on the i6th of November, and 
was two days afterwards joined by the Gioucefter, who 
had otily taken two fin all veffels. The grand object and 
point of their future operations was the capture of the 
^Ileon, which, according to the common courfe of events, 
was expefled to arrive from Manila, at Aeapulco, in the 
month of January following. It was only the iriddle of 
November, and it was therefore reafonably espeiSed that 
rite fquadron would be able to get into the nccei&ry lati- 
tude in proper time. The force under the commodore, 
including prizes, amoiinltd to eight Ihips ; but twoofthcm 
were t found fuch indifferent failers,thatt to prevent delay, 
they were ordered to be cleared of the moil valuable part 
of their cargoes and then fet on fire, as was a third imme- 
diately afterwards. In the beginning of December the 
fquadron arrived at the ifland of Quibo, near the bay of 
Panama. The commodore, while at Juan Fernandez, 
Iiad Ibrmed to himfelf hopes of procuring at this place a. 
leinforcement of men acrofs the (fthmus of Darien from 



The baoly carried off amoilnlcd Co about JOjOool. but ihe lofi 
fufiaincd by ihc Spaniards, iniluding ihc properly dcflroycd, was 
woderalcif eftimaced at a million and an ba{f of dollars, 

f Oncof thcfc viat the Solidad, the Ship biougbt from Paita, fo 
Utile did the loCwer ibe ctiuafict given of her by Uic Spaoiaids. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Vcmnn, who he well knew was fcnt on the expedU 
tion againd Carthagcna. But thefc expectations were 
annihilated by letters found on board one of the prizes, 
from which he learnt that that entcrprize had failed; fo 
thai, after a ftay of eight days, the fquadron left Quibo, 
fleering their courfe for the coaft of Mexico. Previous 
to their departure the commodore diflributed to the cap- 
tains and commanders of all the different ihips orders for 
them, in cafe of feparaiion, to life their iitmoft endeavours 
to get a little to the northward of the harbour of Aca- 
pulco, that being the track of the expected prize. £ut 
though the fhips never loft light of each other, they were 
fo much retarded by calms, contrary winds, and other 
caufes, that they did not fall in with the coaft of Mexico 
till the 29th of January, 

Now were the hopes of every individual in the fqua- 
dron raifed to the higheft pitch; each flattering himfelf 
with the pleafing golden dream of returning back to his 
native country fufficiently enriched, acconiing to their 
different ftations, to make them amends for labour, 
fatigue, and complicated mifery, induced by difeafe, all 
which by far the greater part of them had felt in their 
mod fevere fhape. This happy dclufion was foon fnif- 
Irated, or, at Icafl, the poffeflion of their expefled riches 
was for fome time pollponed, for the commodore learnt 
from three negroes, which were furprized in a canoe by 
the crew of his barge, off the harbour of Acapuico, that 
the galleon had arrived there on the gth of January, 
twenty days before he himfelf made the coafl. As a pal- 
liative to this difappointment he learnt, through the fame 
channel, that her failing from Acapuico on her return to 
Manilla, was fixed for the 3d of March ; and both him- 
felf, as well as his people, comforted themfelves with the 
refieflion, " that her cargo having, on her arrival at Aca- 
puico, been exchanged for filver, (he would boa much 
more advantageous capture than (he would have heen if 
taken on her palTage 10 Acapuico." The interval pafFed 
fomewhat flowly, as might naturally be expeiled in 
minds raifed to the very tiptoe of expectation ; their prin- 
cipal employment was anticipating their future greatnefs, 
and coniidering the moft likely meafures to enfure its 
completion. The arrangements made by the commodore 
were, 
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vere, in every refpeft, the mod judicious that could have 

been conceived. He formed a line of twenty leapues, by 

ftationing the feveral (hips of his fquadron, as well as the 

(tutters of the Centurion and Gloucefter, at equal diftances 

each other, all at fucii an offing from the (hore that 

icy could not be obferved ; the cutlers had orders to 

nd nearer the (hore every night, and work off aeain on 

le approach of day, fo that it was aifliially impoflible for 

y vellel to pafs in or out of the harbour unobforved. 

On the expe£ted dawn' every eye was eagerly turned to- 

■ards the quarter Irom whence their ireafure was expe^ed 

ipproach, and ftrained in fniillefs gazing. A fecond and 

third day fucceeded, and were equally unproduflive of 

fuccefs. Every cloud was converted by the credulous eye of 

fancy into a fail ; and a hre on the fhorc was chaced with 

ihcuimofteagernefs during one whole night : during which 

thetnoltpofniveaiierlions were made, by diifcrentperfonson 

^ard, of circumftances and appearances which, all prov- 

^ fantailic, fufliciently demonllraie how much a mind, 

illnded by prejudice, may be inclined to embrace and 

aflcrt, as an incontrovertible truth, the viftons of fancy 

and vain credulity. 

Nearly a month was fpeni in this torment of expefla- 
tion and hope; and it was ^t laft generally believed, what 
afterwards proved to be really the cafe, that the barge, 
^hen firft lent to difcover the harbour of Acapiilco, at the 
the canoe with the negroes were feiz^d, was 
^fcried from the (hore, and the failing of the galleon was 
^ courfe deferred lili the enfulng feafon. A multitude 
ifitf fchemes were fuggefted for poffefling themfelves of ihc 
tlwped-for prize ; but from the impoflibility of carrying 
into execution, were abandoned as foon as framed. 
'ne of thefe was ftartcd by the commodore himfelf, 
^ivho propofed to attack the town of Acapulco, by 
landing two hundred of his people, under the fire of the 
fliips of war, which were to have run in clofc for the 
purpofc ; but this alfo was given up, as the numbers re- 
maining behind were by no means adequate to the in- 
tended fervice. Having, however, continued on their 
flation as long as ever their flock of wood and water 
ivould pcrmil, the fquadron, unfuccefsful as it was, was 
obliged to make for the liarboui of Chequetan; about thirty 
leagues 



IIS UVC9 AXB CflAKACTtftS OV^ ' 

leagues to thcweftward of Acapuico, where he arrived on 
' ibe 7th of April. All hiipe of fwhcr fucccfe on the coaft 
[ flC Atnerica beiiie now totally at an end, nothing remained 
[■ k«t to put iheir mips in the bcft poflible condiiion to erofs 
[ Ac Pacific Ocean, and paiienily wait for the enfuing 
^ feafbn, in the hope of intercepting iheij long- fought -for 



prize c 



I Manilla. The united ( 



tbc whole fquadron amounted not to more than three 
, hundred and thirty perfons, a number far inferioT In the 
' complement of the Cemurion alone, and totally tnade- 
I ^02te to the talk of navigating five Ihips over the iromenfc 
\ ocean which intervened bctit sen America and China, the 
I text land where ihey could, with certainty, rely on re- 
ceiving fuccour after they quitted the former Continent. 
I The neceflary preparations were made to effefl that pur- 
' pofe ; and the Carmelo and Carmin, together with tht 
, -Tryal's Prize frigaie, were, through necefllty, after hav- 
r ing been cleared of the moft valuable part nf whal tiicy 
[ contained, towed into the offing, fcutlled, and funk. TTw 
h crews of the Centurion and Glouceller being by the abon 
[ means fomewhat reinforced, and the neceflary recruit of 
, wood and water accompliflied, the two remaining Ihips 
r. weighed anchor on the 28th of April ; but fo much were 
^ riiey delayed on their palTage, that it was the 8th of May 
, Icfore they loft fight of the American coaft. This circum- 
i ftince appeared as a prelude to their future misfortunes; 
' wlms, fiicceeded by repeated gales of wind blowing 
, contrary to their courfe, fo much impeded iheir paflage^ 
Slat, on the 15th of Auguft, after haviiigbeen nearly four 
[ Vionlhs at fea, they were reduced to the indifpenflble 
i, fcccdity of deftroying the Gloucefler, as well for the 
t purpofe of reinforcing the creiv of the Centurion, already 
S iniferably reduced by difeafe, as for the fafety of thofe on 
ftoard the former ihip, which had fuftained fo much injury 
L in. her mafts and rigging, and was moreover fo leaky in 
kkr hull, that it was dangerous to continue in her any 
r longer. The crew being accordingly removed, the vcHel 
) Was fet on, fire. 

The Centurion, freed from that delay of ncccflity in- 

L duccd by attendance on the Gbucefter, which Ihip had for 

L Jfcconfidetabte time failed very heavily on account of the 

iajuiy fuflaioed in her mitlU| coadc every e£iit with her 

weak 
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Wifak and difpirlted crew lo reach the Ladrone Iflands*. 
On being able to effeifl this, their only hope of pre- 
fervation and fafeiy depended : but noiwithJianding every 
exertion, encouraged by a conviflion of not being far diHant 
from (hofe falubrious liiores, they were not fortunate enough 
to come to an anchor at Tinian till tlie 28th of Auguft. 
The commodore, and the miferable furvivors of his crew, 
again experienced a fecond revivai, and prefervation from 
deftruiSion,for, from the ftaie to which they were reduced, 
it was moil probable that, had they been kept out at fea 
fix days longer, they would not have had ftrength enough 
to work the (hip, but mud all have unavoidably periflied. 
The (ick, amouniing in number to one hundred and 
twenty-eight, being landed with ihe utmoft difpatch, their 
recovery was as eitpedilious ; and the difeafe attended with 
as little mortality, afterthey were put on ihote, as had 
been the cafe before at Juan Fernandez. The crew were 
in a tolerable ftate of convalefcence when a very alarming 
accident took place. A violent tempeft arofe, and drove 
the Centurion to fea, the commodore and an hundred and 
thirteen of his people remaining on fliore. 

They all agreed in opinion that the Centurion mufl 
have been inevitably ioft ; and their firll care was, confe- 
quently, 10 provide fome means of cfcape to China, as the 
ncareft place of refuge. When they firft took polTeflion, 
as it may be faid, of Tinian, ihcy found there a Spanifh- 
bark of^ fifteen tons burthen, fcnt thither to procure 
a lading of fait, which is produced naturally in ponds 
by the exhalation of the fun. This vefiel was immedi- 
ately hauled on fliore; and fuch fpecdy meafures were 
lifed to lengthen and fit it for fea, that, on the return of 
Ihe Centurion, after an abfence of nineteen days, fo 
confiderable a pro^refs was made, that, in a very 
Ihori time longer, it would have been aflualiy com- 
pleted. When the fliip came again to an anchor, the 
commodore, and the greater number of his people, went 
immediately on board, leaving only about forty perfcns 



• To add ro the didrcrs, tit Ci^p aboui Mi time fpru 
dangctoui inconvenience whidi every poOiblc efForr vrni 
the remedy of, tlioii^h bappilvfo Far palllaied ai lo pel 
retch Tinian, and afieiwardj CKina, ia fafeiy. 
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on (tiott to {ini(h the neceflkry duties of woodinr, waftf-^ 
ing, andcolleding ^iffererit articles for their fca Sore. A 
(econd tremendous gale drove the Centni^ion once more ta 
fea. It was inferior hi violence as welFas ihorter indu- 
ration than tRe former ; am!' the crew being not only muclr 
ftronger,. but alfo animated by the prefcnce of theirr com- 
mander, the Aip returned to its former anchorage after a 
^nilch Shorter abfence than the preceding*. The Iftpanifll: 
veflTel had in this painftiV interval undergone a lecond' 
transformation ; thofe who reniained on Ihore defpairii^ 
of the Centurion's return, and thinking it an dlefeft 
wafte of labour and time fo attempt carrying the former 

S'rojeft into execution, when the veflel in its original 
ate would have been fufficient to tranfport them t»Cninaf» 
ihtf immediately began to fit it for that expedition^ and^ 
Iiad a£lually fo far proceeded as to bring together again» 
the two ends of the veiTel, which had on the former occa- 
fion been cut afunder in order to fengthen her. A vwf 
fhort time would have enabled them to comp)et)e their 
dedgOr when the fecond happy return of the Centuriofr 
inta the bay rendered it ufelefs. The health of ifie 
whole crew being conipletely re-eftabliihed, and the* fhip^ 
i>efitted as well as the (ituation and exrffing circumffaance^ 
would permit, every trivial duty remaining was haftencd- 
with the grcated fpirit, as experience had taught the 
^emmodope the danger of continuing any longer^ at that 
feafon (^ the year, in fo unfafe an anchorage. 

Every thing being ready for departure, the Spanift; 
i>ark and all the materials colle&ed fur its equipment thur 
wer<i not worth removal, were fet onf fire; and tbs 
commodore took his final lea^^e of the enchanting fpoit^ 
wfiere not only the health of his crew, but of himfelf ' 
am>, which on his attiHml was in a very precarious ftate^ 
had been completely re-e(lablifhed. The- CcjUturioa ■ 
failed from Titiiaa on the 2rft of Qflober^ ftMring dr* 
redly for MzcTtOy a Pbrtuguefe fettlement near the eA-^ • 
trance of the river Canton,: in €%ina, where it was ittu • 
tiended to refit the (hip- mor& completely. They tamii&^- 
the coaft of Chiiia oh the 5th of November, ^fld lii&thoiil^ 
any intervening accident or extraordinary occurrence^ • 
anchored in the road of Macao on the 12th. The coitx^ 
vtodore had now to encounter a number of uni&refeeir' 

difficultiesr 
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dtlKcuIties, delays, and dlfappointmcnts, from the ftrange 
equivocating condiift of the Chinefc. PermilTion was at 
lali, however, obtained to refit his (hip and replenifh iiis 
hcarly-cxhauftcd ftock of provilions : hut even wheti this 
had been formally aifented to by the government, impedi- 
ments arofe, noi indeed of fo ferious, but fcarccly of alefs 
provoking nature. 

It was not wiihout fome difficulty the commodore 
prevailed on the proper artificers to undertake the nccef- 
Jaiy rqjairs; and in every tratifaciion where il was pof- 
fible to exhibit the leaft appearance of diflipnerty or chi- 
canery, thefe were always remarkably confpicuous in the 
behaviour of the Chinefe. It. has been elfewhcre obferved, 
with muuh truth, that more folly and impertinence were 
difplayed by the people there than could eafily be 
conceived ; and partly owing to this circumftance, and the 
'cunning of intercfted perfons*, the commodore ex- 
./pericnced ihc gieateft difficulty in procuring the various 
iupplies he flood in need of. Perfcverance, caution, pru- 
dence, and aiFabilily having at length overcome the ob- 
ftacles already flaied, and the fliip being re.ftjiiipped and 
ftored, the commodore was enabled to fail from Macao 
on the 19th of April 1743. During his continuanca 
ihcrc he had been fortimate enough to procure a fmail and 
ftecellary reinforcement to his very rednced crew by en- 
lilting a few Lafcars, or Indian Teamen ; and his people. 
Hot with (landing the fatigues and ihofe horrors of difeafc 
nhich they had before encountered, were in good health , 
and belter fpirits. The capture of the Manilla galleon 
;had fora long time been, and always perhaps (ince the firft 
and original objcfl of the expedition had been defeated, 
the point to which the commodore wilhcd to direfl his 
attempts; hoping that the armament would not be (aid to 
liavc been fitted out in vain if it were po(rible to depriva 



r . .nformed of every iranfiftloti by lh» 

treichery ot ilie Cbinefe, planned an ailempl Ic burn the CenturioQ 
Vhile lyine on the cireen. Some ditagiccment among ihemfelvet 
prevented 11& proceeding. But ihe comiiiodore, who on hit pirt hid 
leiiation, look fuch precauiioni 
^ille doubt, if il badiauall/ 



counjeraa 

jn made, hli diligei , 

WoaM bjvc been fully fufficient , . .^ 

•f «nt p*i'}'i m^ ftuuiaud (iK ireacher out dtSga of ik« «tb«. 
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the enemies of his country of fo great and confequential i. 
treafure. 

During his continuance at Macao he had very indu(lr]<* 
budy and fticcefsfully propagated a report, that it was his 
intention to proceed to ISatavia, and from thence to return 
to England. Nothing was farther from his intention ; he 
determined to meafure back a confiderable part of that ocean 
he had before fo uhaomfortably pafled over, and cruife off 
Cape Efpiritu Santo, in the hoj^c of intercepting the fliip oil 
that ftation when on her voyage from Acapulco. In pur- 
fuance of this tefoluiion, he had no fooiier cleared the 
land than he called his people together^ and dpened to diem 
hi? intention, lie reprefented in glowing terms the 
Value of the expefled prize, and the eafe with which he 
doubted hot but fhe would fall into their hands, were they 
^^ ever fortunate enough to meet her. There was little oc- ^ 

cafion for elocution and perfuafion, at fuch a junAure» to 
iirge a body of feamen in the purfuit of fo favourite sin 
bbjeft. They hoped that the Acapulco (hip. havihg been 
detained in port oy the dread of the Engliih fquadron 
during the preceding feafon, there Ivould now oe two 
\ inftead of one, and confequently that their riches would 
be doubled, a circumftance which would make them ampk 
Amends for their former difappointment. Nothing can 
inore thorotighly prove the ardour of the Britifh nation 
* than this circumftance ; a creW reduced by difeafe to very 
little mbre than half their complement, fo far from wifhine 
to avoid an enemy who fingly would have nearly treblea 
their numbers*, they wifliea for tiothing fo eagerly as to 
meet with two galleons, fully confiding that they had 
fufficient fpirit and ability to meSt a c6nqueft of both. 

The cOihmodorej after he quitted the pdrt of Maca6, 
flood for fome days to the weftward, atid on the tft rf 
iVfay had fight of the ifland of Formofa. Faffing the 
Bafhee Iflands foon after, he arrived off Cape Efpiritu. 
Santo oft the 2oth; Here he cruifed for thirty-one day$ 
till his own patience, as well as that of his crew, was nearly 
exhaufted: but their unremitting perfeVerance waS at 
length happily rewarded at fun-rile, oh the 20th of Jiuiet 

, i— . : • ■ i ' 

* The galleons, u will ht prefendv ihrtvn, carried oeai; Juy. iuik^ 
^red men. The other galleon bad failed from Acapulcp axbafi<ler« 

able tiiiieliJgrct .and wrivcd lit MarilAi before tiii<C<ip|^^ 
lier iUtioii* 
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by a fight from the maft-head of the long-fought- for 
objeil of purfiitt. One only, indeed, appeared ; but they 
entertained hope of meeting with a fecond at a future 
hour, from the circumftance of the galleon's firing a 
gun and hoifting a flag at ihe fore-top-maft head as foon as 
flie became vifible from the Centurion's deck. The com- 
modore reafonably concluded that was a ^gnal to her 
confort, for whom Ihe had miftaken the Centurion, and 
by way of conlinuing the delufion, ordered a gun to be 
fired to leeward. The fuppofition of the mirtake mad^ 
by the commander of the galleon was in great meafurc 
flrenglhened in ihe minds of Mr. Anfon and his crew, 
from the citcumftance of that veffel bearing down with 
the greateft coolnefs and apparent unconcern to the Cen- 
turion, for the Engliih were yet ignorant of the real caufe 
of this conduct ^ and that the Spaniards, well ac{]uaintcd 
with the enfeebled itate and dimitiilhed numbers of iheip 
foes, had determined to attack ihem, in no degree defpair- 
ing of becoming themfclvcs the conquerors. 

The fiibfequcnt circumftances of the ailion itfdf, as 
well as what in part took place after his return to China, 
cannot perhaps be more fatjsfaflorily defcribed than in the 
following account given by Mr. Anfon himfelf. 

" The fouth-wcft monfoon being fet in on thecoaft of 
China before I had refitted his majefty's ftiip, it becam« 
impoffible for me to proceed to Europe till the month of 
Oaober. I therefore determined, although 1 had not 
half my complement of men, to cruize for the king of 
Spain's galleon, which was expei£ted from Acapulco with 
treafure to Manilla. After having fini(hed the neceflary 
repairs of my (hip, on the i8ih of April, I made the beft 
of my way for Cape Spiritu Santo, being the land to th? 
.fouthward of the ftreighis of Manilla, a fhore, which ftiips 
generally fall in with. Having cruifed there thirty-one 
days I got fight of her on the 20th of June, and gave 
phace, Die bearing down upon me before the wind. 
When Ihe came within two miles (he brought lo to fight 
me; and after an engagement of an hour and an half, 
within lefs than piftoi-fhol, the admiral (truck his flag at 
ihe main-Iop-mafl head. She was called the Neuftra 
Senora del Caba Donga, Don Geronimo Montero, admi- 
f^ i had forty-two gmis, feventeen of which were biafs. 
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ind twenty-eight brafs pedereroe? ; five hundred and fiftf 
men I fifty-eight of wluch were flain, and eighty diree 
wounded; her mads and rigging were (hot to pieces; snd 
One hundred and fifty (hot paffed through her hull, many 
of which were between wind and water, which nccafioned 
her to be very leaky. The greated damage I fuflained 
was by having my fore*ma(l, main-maft, and bowfprit 
wounded, and my rigging (hot to pieces. I rec d ved 
only fifteen (hot through my hull, which killed me two 
men, and wounded fifteen. Being under great difEcuhy in 
navigating two fuch large (hips in a dangerous and un« 
known fca, and guarding four hundred and ninety-two 
prifoners ; I was apprehcnfive of lofing company, and 
thought proper, for the fccurity of the galleon and the 
great treafurc in her, which could not be removed, (the 
weather being very tcmpeftuous) to give my firft lieute- 
nant a commi(non to command her, with other proper 
officers under him. 

" I got into the river Canton on the 14th day of 
jftily, and fcnt an officer with a letter to the vice kiii|, 
acquainting him with the rcafon of my putting into his 
port : that I intended to pay him a vi(it, and defired a 
lupply of provifions and (lores. A mandarine was lent 
tn Doard {<)me days afterwards, to acquaint me that the 
vice king would be glad to fee me, with the captain cf 
the other (hip, and brought me a licence for fupplying 
me with provifions from day to day. He mentioned to 
me the payment of the duties and meafurage, which he 
informed me, by the emperor's orders, were to be de^ 
manded from all (hips, without excepting men of war. I 
told him that the king of Great Britain'^ (hips were never 
treated upon the fame footing with trading velFels, and that 
my inftruftions from the kmg, my mailer, forbid me to 
pay any acknowledgement for his (hips harbouring in any 
port wnatfoever. 

** Finditig I could not obtain the provifions and ftores 
to enable me to proceed to Europe, I was under a 
nccedity of i^fiting the vice king. The Europe- 
ans were of opinion that the emperor's duties would be 
infifted upon, and not knowing therefore what means they 
might make ufe of when they had me in their power, 1 
gave orders to captain Brett, who upon this occafion I had 

appointed 
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;g)pointed capiain under me, ihat if he found me delained he 
ihouid dcrtroy the gailecni, (oiil of which I had removed 
- all the weafure, amounting to one -million three htmdred 
and thirteen thoiifand eight hundred and forty- three 
pieces of eight, and ihir'y five thoufand fix liuodrcd and 
eighty-two ounces of virgin (liver and phle) and pro- 
ceed with the Centurion wiihout the river's mouth, out of 
gun-fhot of the two forts. 

" The vice king received me with great civilily and 
politenels, having ten thoufand foldicrs drawn up, and hi; 
council of mandafines attending the audience, he granted 
jne every thing I defiredj fo that I had great rcafon to be 
(atisfied with the fuccefs of my villi." 

• The coimBodore, after his rewim to the rivpr of 

Canton, had, as is briefly ftated in his letter, again to etio 

countef 



* The following parlicutan relative la ibii aSlon arc eivcn id 
Mr. Anroti's voyagcj vr ihink ihem liw rnieiejliiig 10 be omuieil. 

" Ai noon rke iwo (bipj were wiliin a league ol each other. The 
.CDm-modore had likea atl jioflibic pcecauiioDi to make ihc belt ufe of 
hji ilrciigih; planuB thiny of liii fureft marirmen in the tops, he 
orilered two men to every gun Tor luiilrtig, and dtvidcil 4he red into 
gangs of ten or twelve ciich, which were ordered to keep perpeiuaily 
moving along the dects, and (ire ihem ose by one, ai tbej'were icsd^. 
He had nol men for any other method of Eghlingt aod this hdit 
Ju advantages, Fcm- ibe Spaniards, imIio were accunomed iu fall fljt on 
tbc deck at the dilchjrec of a broadiide, and rife again when it wit 
over, were biF this mcmod eitpofed in I manner unufual 10 them, to 
aconlinual fire. So that alihoui^h ibii wat an atl of neceOity incom- 
- iDodore Atifon, who h d not aten enorjgh for his guni, according to 
the comraOD way of fighting il had in henclil ullimaicly, 

" Some foul weaibcf fcparaicd the Iwo Ihipi and for a ftioit ximt, 
aboul noon, hid the g«lleeii from the light of the commodore: btic 
when the wcaiher cleared up ihiry faw her i^am rcfolutely lying to. 
Abi^iit one ihcy were within gun-Oiol; and the Ccniution hoilting her 
Jiroad pendant and colouri, fired Jjpon ihe Spaniard with hib bow- 
Chafc. As ohHtnatety as the co'nmander had fjced the dancer, he 
was not y'ot ptepared tor an fngaEeraenl; hi> people were then in 
the aS of clearing ihejr fhjp, and lihitiwing lumber over^t^ard. 

" The guns (he commodore fired were anCwered in the fame 
■Banner j and when hepicpared Fisr boarding, by getting ibc fprit- fail- 
yard fore and aft, ihe Spaniard did ihe fame. 

" The commodore now came wiihiri piftol (lioi, and the engage- 
Ipeoi began in carnclli while the great guiK did ereatei 



I 



Hi 



the 



f 2Q (.ZV]&S AND CHARACTltRS Of 

counter all the infolent chicanery of the Chinefe ; but hia 
own per feve ranee and fpirited conduA had the tScSt it 
might naturally have been fuppofed to produce on a nation 
fo impotent when oppofed to any European power. Not 
having a fufHcient number of people to navigate the g^I- 
Jeon to England, he was obliged to difpofe of the veflel 
:at Macao for the paltry fum of fix thoufand dollars, a fum 
Scarcely amounting to one-tenth of her real value ; anc} 
;after being detained by the above-mentioned manoeuvres 
for the fpace of nearly five months, fell down the river of 
Canton on the 7th of December. When he had, a$ 
already obferved, concluded the fale of his prize, 
he (quitted the port of Macao, and finally took bi^ 
Jeavc of the coaft of China, on the 15th of the fame 
month. He arrived at the Cape on the iith of March; 
?ind having obtained there a neceflary recruit of water an4 
provifions,, as well as a fn^all reinforcement of men, Who 
entered with him at that place, he failed for England oh 
the 3d of April, and came to an anchor, at Spithead, on 
the J5th of June, without having met with any finiftor 
;accident, or^ indeed, remarkable occurrence during his 
paflage. Yet as if that Providence which h^ before fo 
remarkably manifefted itfelf in the proteflion of this fliipji 
and the poor remains of her once formidable crew, was 
refolved tQ continue and make known its exertions to the 
worlds even to the laft monnent of the voyage, it was found 
on the arrival of the commodore ^t Spithead, that he 
paffed through the center of a French fauadron which wap 
then cruifing, at the entrance of the Britiih Channel, for 
the exprefs purpofe of intercepting him. That he had 
been inveloped as it w^re in a cloud, and obfcured from, 
their fight by a mid, fo thick as to excite the aftohifhnient- 
of every perfon on board; but which during it&continur 
ance, little fenfible of their impending danger, they had 
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the bull, the markfinen placed in the tops made/a tenrible bavock«. 
They, according to their dire6lions, ungled out the officers^' 
taking aim at them as faft as they appeared, their firiR volley having 
(driven the Spaniards from their tops. The bavock among the prin* 
f;ipal perfons was fo great, that of all the officers who appeared apoji 
the dcck,^ only one eicaped unhurt. In an hour and a naif the COii*. 
t^ll ^nded in tbe furrender of the Spaniard,". 

ConQ'^^ 
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confidered as an event of the mod inconvenient, and net 
improbably unfortunate kind. 

So high was the degree of credit acquired bythe com- 
modore in confequence of his conduft during ihe forcgo- 
I, jng very perilous voyage, thai, in eight days after his aj- 
I rival, he was advanced to the rank of rear-admiral of the 
[ hlue. It has been not unlhrewdly remarked, that ihc 
[ greatelt talents are frequenily configncd by misfortime to 
cverlafting oblivion, while fuccefs alone is fufficient to 
iecure everlailing fame; but it is necelTary this fucceCs 
I ihould not be partial but complete in all points, for many 
, perfons have, in the particular inftance of Mr, AnCon, 
[ lather invidioiifly obferved, that " though he was himfetf 
I enriched, and by an occurrence too, which they are 
r pleafed (o term accidental, yet that tlje Britifli nation was 
I by no means indemnified for the expence incurred by Jtf, 
' and that the original defign was entirely defeated." The 
expedition itfelf was one of thofe fpeculative attempts in 
war which are always confidered as hazardous ; a/io very 
frequently prove unfuccefsful. Nothing ever induces 
an adminiftration to efpoufe or encourage them but the 
■ chance of deriving an immenfe advantage, if fortune 
^iavours the undertaking; and fullaining a lofs compara- 
"Jively trivial if otherwife. Confiderable negka and 
L delay took place in the equipment, circumftauces the mofl 
I (inpropitious that could have happened to the intention 
f ivith which the armament was fenl out : and though upon 
I fhe whole that intention certainly failed t, yet was that 
linisfortvoe by no tneans imputable to Mr. Anfon, who 



* Some bave farcallically, though, p«rhapt, wiih fbme (ruih on 

Ihclr Gde, umarked, that had ihc Manilla Ihip Ffcaped ihc vigilance 

■ «f [he Englifh commodore, lie would, in all probability, ha vr been 

pbid alidc, on his return to England, ai a fuperannuaicd captain, and 

' 4i^d in obfeurity; but hii great weatlh crra'ed conlidenble influcnee, 

and threw a new lultie oQ thofe laleois which -woulil oiherwife have 

pafled UDobfervcd. 

t No cMpedilion can he deemed un Tervifeable rn Its eonfequenec ' 
vrhieh creates an infinitely fuperior tofs or cxpenec id the enemy. 
Thtl wai Inily (he eafe wilh rcfpeH io Spain, of ihc fqiiadron fent out 
^der Pizarro, conlilling of live (hipi of the line, ID counleraf) that 
under Mr. Anfon, one otily returned lo Europe, and without the 



fmallefl advantage gained, on 
I IBm,' Tbt lofi of ibc Engl 



nlerbal'tnce fnch a dif- 
1 the oliier band, only 
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certainly difplayedy through the whole of this long aiH| 
perilous adventure, the grcateft prudence^ perfonal mtre* 
pidity, perfeverance, and fpirit. 

• Although Mr. Anfon was raifed to the rank of a flag 
cfEcer, and had through thofe very caufes^ perhaps, which 
have jufl been dated, acquired a (hare of popular applaufe, 
which minifters have, generally fpeaking, fome difiicully 
in (lemming the torrent of, yet he was not employed tiu 
after a change of adminiflration had taken place; till 
that time he declined not only taking upon him any com- 
mand, but even accepting of the rank itfelf. The reafon 
^ven for this conduct is, that thofe perfons who were 
then commiflioners for executing the office of lord hidi 
admiral, refufed to confirm to captain^ afterwards fir 
Piercy Brett, the rank and commiflion of captain of the 
Centurion*, which, as the commodore himfeK^ relates 
in his letter, he had given him, in the river of CantODy 
on the 30th of September 1743. When Mr. Anfon was 
UtR. appointed to command the expedition, he was ofieied 
the honour, and, indeed, afliftance of a captain under him^ 
but this he modeftly, or, as fome infid, warily declined t* 
Subfequent reafons, whether thofe publicly given, or other 
inducements latent in his own bread, we cannot pretend 
to determine, caufed him to change his opinion and grant 
the commiflion already mentioned: this the adihiralty 
board refufed to ratify, infifting it was an illegid zSt ; and 
that, although admitting the offer had been originally made 

one ftkip of fifty guns, an old Inditinan converted into a ftbrefiup, to- 
gethcT with a fmall fnow iloop of war. As a counterpoife to thxi, 
the country acquired an influx of detenmnate and poutiy£ wealcb| 
amountlnx to one million Oerlingi an advantage, cpnfidered in k 
public lignt, little foferior to that derived bv the ^rxunate indlyiduajA 
vho were more particularly and immediately eoricbed by it* 
* The commiflioners of the admiralty at that time were, 

Daniel, earl of Winchelfea and ^ouinghaxn, 

John Cockburne, efq. 

Lord Archibald Hamiltoo, 

Lord Baltimore^ 

George Lee, L.L.Q. 

Sir Charles Hardy, kni^e, 

John P^iiipfon, efq. 
t On the ground, as the iame perfbns aflert, that it was more to In^ 
private advantage to (hare, in refpefl to prize money, in common witb 
the other captains, than to iAe as c^minbdore and coqunaiulfroin- 
chief. 

to 
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to Mr- Anfon, yet no fuch power of appointment was dele- 
gated to him by his inflmflions, and that it was cooTc'- 
quently void. 

On the 27Th of December 174,4., a very extenlive change* 
in admin iftration took place. The duke of Bedford wai 
appointed firft commifiioner of the admiraltyt, and Mr. 
Anfon was not only fatisfied, by a confirtnation of ilie 
commiflion granted by him to captain Biett, but was 
himfelf honoured with a feat at the board. When 
the above alteration in the political world took places 
Mr. Anfon mod willingly refumed the rank which had 
been before bellowed on him, and on the 20th of April 
following was advanced to be rear-admiral of ihe white. 
He retained his feat at the admiralty many years till he 
was made firft commiflioner, of which hereafter, but 
was not irtvcfled with any command til! July 1746, 
when, having been J promoted to be vice-admiral of the 
blue, he was appointed to command the Channel fleet 
as fucceffono vice-admiral Manin. NoevenihowevertotA 
place that was in any degree confequential, for though he 
ConTlnued at fea during a confiderable part of the winter, 
in hopes of intercepting the Due d' Anville's fiiattered fqua- 
dron on ils return from America, yet that commander, 
having accidentally received information of Mr. Anfon '« 
ftation, look the necelTary precaution to avoid him, and 
was fuccefsfiil§. 

Information being received early iii the year 1747, 
that two ftrong fquadrons, wiih x number of fiiips 
under their care were on the point of failing from 
Breft, one deltined for the Ead the other for the 
Weft Indies, Mr. Anfon was ordered to fea with 

* He was aboui ihts limc thofcu i-cprercBtative in Mtliamesi fot 
lUyia„. in Yorklhire. 

* The oihcr cotrnniffionerj were, 

John, carl of Sandwich, 
Loid Arttiibaid Hamilton, 
Lard Vere Beaunlctkr, 
Charlet, Lord Baliimor*, 
George Grcnville, efq. 
t On tbe 14th. 

^ Except ihai the NamuFc cbafbd inio tlie fquadron, bjr wtiirh ii 
Kii> imincdiatdy caplured; iht Mercury, fornrerlv a French lliip of 
war, mounting fifty-eif;lii guns, but tbtn fervirg ^i an boTpitiil ipj 
flic left Chiboflon, in Nova Scoiia, wnh iht duke and ihc nnreidble 
II of bii force i bui being a prime failer had parted compmy, 
•Ad vis tbcD Dccriug for BreQ. 
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a ftrong force * for the purpofe of intercepting thenu 
It had been originally intended that the united fquadroni 
of Jonquicre and Lentendeur fhould fail at the fame time, 
and keep company together till they arrived at a certain iafe 
latitude. Thedivifion of the latter commander not beingfully 
equipped, and the French court impatient of delay, monfieur 
^ Jonquierc was ordered to fea without waiting for him. 
This refolution proved fatal to them, for though they 
would in all probability have been defeated by the Britim 
fleets yet as their force, if united, would have been equal 
in point of numbers, and fuperior in ftrength to their 
antagonifts, they would undoubtedly have been able to 
make a much better defence ; many would, in all proba- 
fcility, have efcaped, inftead of falling, as they dld^ is 
fuccefGon,no very difficult prey to Mr. Anfon; and, as will 
be hereafter (hewn^ to Mr. Hawkcr 

Mr. Anfon failed, on th? 9th of April* from Plymouth 
for his flation, being directed to cruife between Ufbant 

^ ' ■ . ■■ ... ■ I ^ . . . . ■ I ■ ,^ 

• Confiding of the following (hips : 

Prince George — Admiral Anfon — captain Bentley 90 gttoi^ 

Ucvonfhirc-— R. A. Warren — W^ft - 64 

Namtir— Bofcawen - • 7^ 

Monmouth— Harrifon • - • 64 

Prince Frederic— Norria . - • &^ 

Yarmouih— Brett • - •« 64 

Princefs Louifa — Watfon - - 6q 

Defiance — Grenvilfe - - 60 

Nottingham — Saumarez ' * ■• • 60 

Pembroke — Fincher • - 60 

Wind for--Han way - - 6a. 

Centurion— rDennis - ■? 6P 

ifalkland — Barradel • - 5^ 

Sriftol — Hon. William Montague * 5^ 

Amhufcade — JohnMbntagu^ r 40 " 

Falcon (loop — G^not • - lO 
Vukan firefliip — ^ratttgrew. 

The French fquadron was compofed of, 

Xe Sereiux — Monf. de Jonquiere, commodore €S guilts 

L*InvinciWe— de St. George . • - 74 

Le Diamant — Hoquhart - •" 56 

Lejafon — Beccard • ^52 

Le Rubis — M*Carty . . ^8 

Le Gloire — Saleile ^ ▼ 44 

Xf'AoIian-^Santons - r $0 

Xo Philipert— Cellic . . • 30 

Le Thetis — Ma;on • • • sqi 

^e JDartmoutb^PenocHe r ^ xS 
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Ind Gape Finifterre. He remained off Uiliani and Breft 
till the 20lh, and then Oood to ihe fouth-weJl in order to 
makeCape Finilterre. He criiifL'd off tliat place tiU tha 
3d of May, when, the Cape bearing S. W. dilhnt 24. 
leagues, he fell in with his objefl of purfuit, the French 
iqiiadron and their convoy. Dejonqiilere immediately drew 
together his (hips of war which were nine or len in number, 
five of which, as is fhewn in the note, were of two decksi 
and appeared prcpsired to make the bed defence in theic 
power} while the ihips under ihi'ir proteflion, amount- 
ing to near ihirlv in number, including fix fmall frigaiex 
or armed v«ffelB, which remained with them as theiz 
convoy, crouded all the fail they could in hopes of being 
able to effeft their efcapc. Mr. Anfon at firit made tlw 
fignal for his fquadron to form the line of battle; but 
finding the French commodore fo inferior in force, and 
that he was uilng every poflible endeavour to get off, in- 
tending only to divert the attention, by a fliew of refolu- 
tion, till his convoy was out of reach, he foon 
ftruck his fignal for the line and hoilied one for a general 
thace, and that each Ihip fhould engage as fhe could get 
up and clofe with the enemy. About four o'clock in the 
afternoon the Centurion began to engage the (iernmofl of 

«he enemy's fhips, and was very foon afterwards fupported 
by the Namure, Defiance, and Windfor, which ihips 
were very warmly engaged wiih the reft of the French 
fquadron. The enemy defended thcmfelves with uncom- 
mon fpirit, and, not with (landing their very unequal 
numbers, maintained a concert for three hours, when the 
commodore liimfelfhavingftruck to rear-admiral Warren, 
the Invincible, which was the moll powerful Oiip of the 
fquadron, being difmafted, and Mr. Anfon himfelf up 
with the remainder of his fquadron; the reft of tlie 

• Olios, very much damaged, all furrendered about feven 
o'clock in the evening; the Diamant being the lafi: 
that fubmitted, after having been in clofe adlion with the 
firiftgl for nearly three hours *- 

Mr; 



. • The rpcEch of monliciir de Jonquicre is (00 flronglj' qhanflc-' 
Jiftic of Fieneh levity 10 be omitted, " Monlicur," faidlie, in pie- 
feiUtrig hii ivoti to Mi, Anreii, " vout avez vitincu Vlafincibl^ 
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Mr. Anfon immediateiy brought lo with his rquaardit 
and the prizes, having foon after Teven o'clock 
difpatched the Monmouih, Yarmouth, and Nottingham, 
which fliips had fuftained no damage in the preceding 
ai3ion, to purfue the convoy, which (hen bfre weft by 
fbuth at the dJllance of four or five leagues. The Falcon 
had been ordered to follow them from the commence- 
itient of the preceding aflion, and that vclfel continued, dur' 
ing the nighi, to make fignals to the (hips that were de- 
tached, by burning falfe fires. The piirfuers were in con- 
feqiience enabled on the morrow to capture the Vigilant and 
Modefte, of 22 guns each, and fix other (hips of inferior 
note ; ihc remainder unfortunately made their efcape. This 
blow was moil feverely felt by France, who had vainly 
faltered herfelf, that, by the means of that armament, (he 
fliould render herfelf milliefs of the Indian feasj and by 
that fuperiority be enabled to wreft, from the hands of tho 
Buiifh, their mod valuable polTelfions in that part of the 
*orld. 

The admiral returned immediately to England, bringing 
the captive f^uadron with him to Spithead ; and fo high 
anopinionwasentertainedof the addrefs with which he had 
condufled himfelf, that, on the 13th of June, hewascre- 
ared a peer of Great Britain by the title of lord Anfon, 
taron of Soberton, in the county of Somhampton. On 
the 17th of July be was advanced to be vice-admiral of 
the red, and on the I2ih of May 1748, to be adnniral of 
the blue. Immediately after this he was appointed- to 
command the fquadron that convoyed king George the 
Second to and from Holland ; but was not engaged in any 
other material fervice till the year 1758, fometi me after the 
je-commencement of the war with France, In 
month of April 1 748, his lordfhip married the lady Eli 
beth York, eldeft daughter of Philip, firft earl of H^ 
wicfc, and Mary his wife, daughter of Charles Cocks, 

ct li Gloire voui fuii,'' illuding lo the names of two of the ci 

N.B. In (he preceding aflion llic lofs oflhe Englifh antounlcdtl 

Svc hundred and twenty men killed and wounded; amoag whom wM. 
capiaiii Greavillc of the Deiiancc killed, and captiin fififciwU 
voiuded ID the Qioulder by a mufkct tuil. ' 
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f!ie dty of Worcefter, cfq. Lady Anfon died on tlic rft 
of June J761, leaving no iir.re. 

return 10 the account of hU lordfhip's fubrequent 
tmployinents and promotions. On llie death of lir John 
Norris, in the month of July I749t he was appointed 
+ice-admir3l of Great Batain ; and, on the 22d of June 

751, was, on the refignatkin of i!ie earl of Sandwich, pro*' 
moted tobe fitH conimiHicinerof the admi»a!ty, aftation in 
which he continued, with a very fliorl inter million, till 
his death. In 1752 he was named one of the lords 
juftices for the adminiftralion and direflion of public 
atfairs during the abfence of the king in Germany; as he 
was again, in 1754, on a repetition of the fame occa lion. 
About this time the condufl of the French court became 
extremely fufpicious, fo that it was deemed prudent to 
equip a number of Ihips of war to be ready, in cafe of be- 
ing obliged to proceed to extremities. The meafures 
taken by his lordlhip and his colleagues were fo fpirited 
and Biftive, that England foon poffefled a fleet, in a com- 
plete ilate of equipment, fuperior to any that could be 
brooght out by France. The confequence of this conHuft 
was, that, with the fitigle exception of their fucccfsagainfi 
Minorca, a fuccefs not improbably as-much owing to neg- 
leUt and deficiencies in other iervices and departments as 
in that of the marine, Frrnce never was able, during the 
whole continuance of that rupture, to make any head 
againft the Brilifli navy, or to carry into execution an 
expedition of the fmalleft confequence. 

The unfortunate conqueft made by the French of thf 
ifland of Minorca being however attributed, by many 
perfons, to a negle^ m his lordlhip's department, a 
^neral clamour was excited which caufed his retire- 
ment from that board on the 28th of November 1756: 
from this time, till the beginning of July 1757, he 
enjoyed a temporary relaxation from the fatigues of 
public bufmefs- Mr. Pitt, who had, on the 29th of June 
preceding, been reftored, in compliance with the wilhes of 
the people, to the office of fecretary of ftate, in which 
quality he had the entire and foprcme direflion of alt 



i of his iordfliip's 



public affairs, knew too well the ^ 

ability and zeal for the fervice of his country to fiifferhin 

14) live any longer ut)employed : he vras accordingly, 
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the 2d of July, recalled to his former ftation of firft coth-^ 
miflioner of the admiralty. He had been a fhort time 
before advanced to be admiral of the white ; and, in 17611 
on the death of admiral Clinton, was appointed admiral 
of the fleet, a mark of royal or public favour, very unpre* 
cedented, as (ir William Kowley, who was a fenior officer 
to his lordfhip, was alive, and was, indeed, himfelf ad- 
vanced to that very flation after his lordfliip's deceafe ; 
which he ought, according to the rules of the fervice, to 
have received in the firft inftance. 

To return to his iordfhip. In the year 1758, having 
boided his flag on board the Royal George, he took upon 
him the command of the main fleet intended for Channel 
fervice ; and to amufe or oppofe the principal naval force 
of the enemy, while an inferior fquadron covered the 
landing of a formidable body of Britim troops on the very 
vitals of France. The force under lord Anfon confifted 
of twenty-two fhips of the line, with a proportionate. 
Tinmber of frigates and fmaller veflels. With this fleet he 
failed from Spithead on the id of June, (ir Edward Hawke 
being his fecond in command. This plan of operation 
completely anfwered the intended purpofe. The French 
fleet was confined to the haibour of Breft, while the 
Britifh fquadron, under commodore Howe, performed 
every fervice that was required of it without the fmaUefl 
moleftation on the part of the enemy. After having 
executed this fervice his Iordfhip refigned his command^ 
and continued on (bore occupied folely as a minifter, till 
after the acceffion of king George the Third. During 
this period he had certainly the happinefs of refle£Ungf; 
that under no preceding adminiftration had the honour 
and charader of the Britifh navy (hone forth with mors 
confpicuous luflre. Confined almofl without interruption 
to their own ports, the niwy of France faw the coafts of 
that kingdom daily infulted, their towns plundered, their 
harbours and fortifications deflroyed, without the fmalleft- 
opportunity or power of revenging the injury, or wiping* 
<^ the difgrace : and when at lafl, by exertions almoft^ 
incredible, that nation made an effort at retaliation^ (he 
found herfelf not only worfled, but her laft hope ' of 
offence or refiflance almofl annihilated, and driven batk 
Vf'uh terror and difmay to her own harbours, wbiclt it; 
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had fcarcely quitted with all the vaunts of proud and pre-, 
fiimptive conquerors bending their way as to a certain 
viftorj. 

After the acceflion of king George the Third, and his 
concluiion of a treaty of marriage between himfclf and 
the princefs Charlotte of Mecklenberg Strelitz, his lord- 
Ihtp was chofen to command the, fquadron deftined 
to convoy the intended queen from Germany ; he accord* 
ingly failed from Harwich on the 17th of Auguft 1761 ; 
and, after a very long and tcrapeftuoUs paflage from 
Germany, happily landed his royal paflenger al the fame 
port, on the 17th of September, having been juft one 
month abfent on that fervice. After this period his lord- 
fliip never went to fea. He had for a long time been ifi 
a very languifliing ftate of health, and was advifcd by his 
phyficians to drink the Bath waters, from which he was 
thought to have received confiderable benefit ; but foon 
after his return was feized with a very fudden indifpofition, 
having juft before been walking in his garden apparently 
in as good health as he had been for fome time paft. He 
died, in confequence of that ftroke, at his feat at Moor 
Park, in Hertfordfhire, on the 6th of June 1762. By his 
will he bequeathed the bulk of his fortune to his filter's 
fon, George Adams, efq. member for Saltafh, in Corn- 
wall, who immediately afliimcd the name of Anfon, in 
purfuance of his lordfhip*s direftions. . 

The following- account of that celebrated publication, 
the hiftory of his voyage, as well as the fhort trait of his 
lordfhip's charafter, is extraftcd from the Biographical 
Didlionary. 

" As to his natural difpofition, he was calm, cool, and 
fteady: but it is reported, that our honeft undefigning 
feaman was frequently a dupe at play : and it was wittily 
obferved of him, that he had been round the world, but 
never in it. No performance ever met with a more fa- 
vourable reception than lord Anfon'jS Voyage round the 
World. Four large impreffions were fold oft'in a twelve- 
month. It has been tranflated into moft of the European 
langiiages; and ftill fuppoits it reputation. It was com- 
poied under his lordfhip*s own infpeftion, and from the 
materials which he furnifhed, by Mr. Benjamin Robins, 
Vot. IV. I vrh^ 
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who dcdgned, if he had remained in England, to have 
favoured the world with a fecond part of it." 

CORNWALL, James, — was, on the 3d of April 
1724, appointed captain of the Sheernefs, after which time 
vre find no mention made of him till the year 1733, when . 
he was made commander of the Greyhound, a frigate of 20 
guns ; which, with two others of the fame force, were 
fitted out for the purpofe of obtaining fatisfa&ion from 
the Salletincs for the fnfult offered to the nation, in the 
capture of an Englifli (hip, by one of their corfairs* 
This little fquadron, of which Mr. Cornwall was com- 
manding officer, failed from Portfmouth on the 3d of 
March, and arrived, after a very quick paflage, at Gi* 
braltar, on the nth. They failed the next day for Te- 
tuan, the Bafliaw of which place was fo much the friend • 
of peace, that he difpatchcd a fpecial meilenger to 
Mequinez, to intercede with the emperor and induce him 
to comply with the juft demands of the Britifli court. 
The matter would in all probability have been very 
amicably and fpcedily fettled, had not a confiderabb 
number of Portuguefe been taken, a little time before, by 
fome of their corfairs, and carried into flavery. Thefe 
his Imperial majefty would not confent to the releafement 
of, and, in confequence of his refufal, the Britiih ihips^ 
together with fome of the Dutch nation, took their ftations 
off Tetuan, and blocked up the poft fo completely that 
none of the corfairs could put to fea. 

Mr. Cornwall does not appear to have been engaged in 
any other memorable fervice during the continuance of 
peace ; but immediately after the commencement of hot 
tilities with Spain, he was pitched upon to command a 
fquadron intended to be font into the South Seas, round 
Cape Horn. A fecond armament of equal force was 
to have been fent to the Eafl Indies, under Mr. 
Anfon, who was to be joined by Mr. Cornwall, Thi^ 
plan, which in all probability would have been of the 
higheft confequence and utility, was afterwards moft 
flrangely abandoned, and, as we have already (hewn in 
the life of Mr. Anfon, one part only of the intended ar- 
mament was difpatched : this was put under that gentle- 
man's command, who proceeded to the South Seas in- 
flead of Mr, Cornwall. No particular mention is made 

of 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



»3» 



^Of the latter till ihe year 174.1, when he commanded the 
"tedford, of feventy guns, one of the Channel fleet under fir 
John Norris. The Spaniards having no force capable of 
'encountering it, nothing more remarkable took place 
than the ufual operations of cruifing, as well for the 
Broteflion of Briiifh commerce againft any draggling 
ibips or frigates which might (lip out iingly from the 
enemy's ports, as for the annoyance of that of Spain. 
Mr. Cornwall was fooii afterwards ordered to the Medi- 
terranean •, where he was, on the refignation of captain 
Graves, appointed to fucceed him in the command of the 
JWarlborough. He ferved wiih ihe molt diilingiiiflicd 
reputation in the unforumate encounter with the French 
and Spanilh fleets off Toulon, being ftaiioned as one 
of the feconds to Mr. Maihews, the commander-in-chief, 
whom he moft nohty and gallantly fupporled, till the fatal 
moment that deprived him of life, and l\is admiral of fo 
brave a coadjutort. The 



■ 'Wiih Mr. Maihcwj, fee vol. Hi. p, 355, ilic Burford beinp, bjr 
irLi(\akc,lhted as oneof the Oiips Tent oul with him in{lcad of ihcBcdibra. 
t The pirliamcnl, in gialiludc lu ihc bravery of this nobis unfor- 
tonatc commander, voitda large fum of money for the ereftioa of a 
fplendid monument, in Weflminfter-abbey, to his memory, 

" This beautiful monummt (fayi the dcfcription) ii ihirtj'-Cx feel 
liigh, and has a bold bale and pyramid of rich Sicilian marble : againl 
I thepyramidisarock, ^embetlilhed with naval trophici, rca-weedj,&c.) 
in which aie two cavities: in one is a Latin epitaph ; in ihc other a view 
of ibe fea-Gght before Toulon, In balTo relievoj on the fore-giound 
ibc Marlboroush, of ninety guns, is Teen, fiercely engaged with admi- 
ral Navarro's fhip, the Real, of one hundred and fourteen suoi, and 
' two fecondi, all of which are in the afl of raking the Marlborough 
and afi. On tlie rock (land two figures ; one repierenti BritanDiB 
nndtr the charafler of Minerva, accompanied by a lion; the other figure 
il Fame, who, havine prcfentcd 10 Minerva a medallion of the hero, 
fuppoTU ttwhilllcxhibiied 10 puhtick view. Llorc ta the medallion 
11 ■ globe, as arc various honorary crowns due to valour. Behind 
,tfae ^ure is a lofiy fpreading palm-tree, whereon ii fixed the hero's 
.ihicld or coat of arms, together with a laurel tree ; both which ilTue 
£rom the naturally -barren rock, ai alluding to fome heroic and un- 
mon event. In the front of ibc monument it the followinB 
infciipiioo. 

Amon^H ihe monuments of ancient merit, 

In this facred cathedral, let the name of 

James COHNWALt. 

Bcprcrervcd, the ihiid fonof Hesry Cornwall, 

Of Bradsvardin calUe, in the county of Hereford, efq. 

Who, froni the very old and illunrioui flock of 

The Flaniagcneli, 
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The annexed letter, written by an impartiar perfon Oil' 
board the Marlborough in a very few days after tneadion^: 
will bed explain the Iharc that unfortunate fhip held in- 
the encounter. This miift- certainly- be confidered one of 
the moil authentic and curious documents- that has ever 
been hitherto made public relative to it, more particularly 
as having been drawn up before the minds of meh were To 
heated with the frenzy of party and attachment to one fide 
of the queftion of other, that little au'tHeriticity coo'ld be 
^xpcfted from their accounts. 

"Marlborough, Mahon harbour, 16 Feb. 1743 -4;- 

« Sir, 

'* If you received mine of the ift'inftant, with P. S. of 
6th, you would not be furprized when informed of the' 
battle off Toulon ; and though you probably will hear of 
it before you have this, yet I believe a letter from one ity 
the battle will not be difagreeable to you. 

" On the 8th, O. S. our cruifers off Toulon madeafignaf 
that the French and Spanifti fleets were preparing to come- 
out, which they did accordingly that evening and n^t 
morning, when we likewife weighed; but the winct^ 
blowing pretty frefli N. N. W. and the enem^ having'. 
the weather gage, we returned to Hieres in the afternoon' 
—————————— — - — — — • _ ■■' 

Deriving a truly ancient fpirit, became 
A naval commander of ihc liril enr\inence» ^ 

Equally and defcrvcdly honoured by the tears vnd' 
Applanfe of Britons, as a man 
Who bravely defended ihe caufe of his countcy' 
In that fea fight ofi'Toulon; 
And being by a chain-fliot deprived 
Of both' his le^s at a blow, fell uncQnquered 
On the a 7th of Feb, 1733, in the 43ih year of his a^* 
Bequeathing his auimatcd example to his fellow 

Sailors, 

As the legacy of a dying Englifhman, 

Whofe extraordinary valour could not be recommended^ 

To the emulation of pofterity in a more ample eulogy 

Than by fo fingular an inttancc of honour; 

Since the Parliament of Great Britain, by an unaoimout" 

Suffragc, 
Refolycdf that a monument, at the public expence^. 
Should be confecratcd to the memory 
Of this mod heroic peiTon." 
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,-and lay at fingle anchor, intending, if the enemy fleered 
'lowards Italy, lo follow them by the caftcrn palTage, and 
doping by ihat tncans to get to windw, rj of them.' They 
flretched to the foiilhward, bnt were becalmed that night 
atthebackofthe weftermoll illand. On the loth we failed 
out again; and the wind cljanging to the eaft, we h.idlhen 
the weather gage. The Cbichefter and Boyne, of eighty 
■guns each, juined tis that morning from England. That 
rday we could not cotiie up to the enemy. In the night 
the vice-admiral's divifion fell aftern. On the iith.inihc 
■morning, we were joined by the Royal Oak, of feventy 
^uns, the enemy about two league.s di fiance in a very good 
Ijne, fomeciracs with aneafy (ail, fomeiimes lying-taex- 
;pei5ting us,; our line. in no order, the vjcc-adniiral's divilion 
■being far altern, and that of the rear-admiral not in theic 
ftations. Admiral Mathews made a!i the fail he could, 
repealing the fignals for the line. About twelve, at noon, 
lis divilion andfomeof the rear-admiral's came up within 
gun-fhot of the enemy. His firft intention was to attack 
the French admiral in the Terrible, of fcventy-fourguns, 
jout (hip and the Norfolk were to have been his feconds ; 
.and accordingly palTed by within mufl:et-fliot of the 
Real without firing at her.: but finding the French admiral 
firetcbed away with all the fail he could in order to get u 
'windward,iheadn\iraiihoughthemighiintercepl-fomeoflhc 
'SpaniJb Ihips, and ordered us to tack and engage the Real, 
lie likcwife tacked and iircd at, recaving one broadfidr 
from the Real tumfelf, which wounded his main-mafl and 
?turt his rigging v:ery much, fo that he fell off, and could 
BOt come up again til! we were difabled. We were 
1 within lefsahan piflol-lhot along- fide of the Real, who had 
■for her fecond a feventy gun Ihip that lay upon our 
quarter. "We fired our firft broadfide at one o'clock, and 
continued engaged with both thefe fljips, without any 
affiftancc, till thirty-five minutes after four; fomeiimes Co 
flcar thirt ouryard-arui^touched that of the Real, and never 
tfurther than pilloUniet ; at lall, all the Real's guns were 
fllenccd; at leall ihey made no return to the fire we made, 
and Ihc went oft": her focond followed her and gave us a 
broiidfide at parting. The Real had her main-yard and 
fore-top-niaft fliot through in feveral places; twoport-boles 
.i>eat Into one. We llkewifc were difabled; our main-- 
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xnaft and mizcn-maft were fliotaway;ourcaptain,CornwaIl,. 
was killed, having both his leggs (hot off; captain Godfrey, 
of Read's regiment, part of which was on Upard our (hip, 
was killed ; our firft lieutenant, Frederick Cornwall, had 
his right arm fhot off; our mafter, Caton, both his leggs, 
and is fince dead ; fifty men were killed ; one hundred and 
forty wounded ; Dalrymple, enfign in Read's, had all his 
cloaths torn, his back razed, and himfelf ftunned by 
a cannon ball ; he was carried down as dangeroufly 
wounded to the furgeon ; but as foon as he recovered him- 
felf, finding his wound but flight, returned with great 
courage to his poft. Thus difablcd, wc faw five lai^ 
Ihips of the enemy coming down upon us : we were in no 
condition either to fight or make off, but fent to acquaint 
the admiral with our ftate ; he had made a Cgnal to the 
Ann galley firefhip, Macky, to endeavour to burn the 
Real : and having refitted his rigging, was preparing, if 
that failed, to attack her himfelf. The fireihip came 
within a few yards of the Real : but the Spanifli adniiral 
having perceived his intention, fent his launch full of men 
to take the firefhip. In the fcuffle both launch and fire- 
fhip were burnt, and all in them. Our admiral then bore 
down upon the Real, which being perceived by the (hips 
who were going to attack us, they left us to affift their 
admiral. This was followed by a very fmart engagement 
between fome of our fhips and theirs, which lafted about 
an hour, when the night parted them. The Berwick, 
Hawke, totally di fabled a Spanifh man of war, of fixtV 
or feventy guns, fhooting away all her mafls : a Frencn 
man of war, of fixty guns, was funk: the Norfolk," 
Forbes, obliged a fhip thar engaged her to make off: the 
rear-admiral fell in with the French admiral, three more 
French men of war, and two Spaniards, and ' was veiy 
{everely handled, but not difabled. That night our ihip 
was in perpetual apprehenfion of being boarded by fome 
of the enemy's firemips ; but the next morning we law 
the enemy about four leagues a-head of us; and the 
Somerfet, one of our headmoft (hips, engaged with one of 
their's; who, after an hour's fight, made fail to their fleet; 
when the Somerfet did not think fit to follow her. That 
morning the Burford, of feventy guns, joined us ; the kd-i 
xniral| m a very good line, followed the enemy : the 
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vice-admiral's divifion being at laft come up, the Oxford 
was left to take care of us to Mahon. About eight at 
night we faw, at about the diftance of eiglit leagues, a 
fliip blown up. The wind was eafterly, and the enemy 
to the weftward of Toulon, fo that we were fure they 
could not recover their own port. The next day, the 1 3th, 
the wind blew very hard, though fair. Our fhip having 
very little fail, for our foremaft was alfo wounded, rolled 
very much and put the wounded men to great pain, who, 
in their agony, cried out, ihey wilhed ihey had died fink- 
ing and funk by the Real. Wedncfday morning we got 
fare here, and have reafon to blefs God we had fo good a 
paflage, for had the winds been contrary we had probably 
perilhed. The Spaniards) both before and in the adlion^ 
behaved like Englilhmen. Their admiral, Don Juan dc 
Navarro, was bred a lawyer, but has (hewn himfelf not 
unworthy of the command he is enirufted with. The 
French admiral, Le Court, was captain to count Thou- 
loufe in ihe Malaga engagement, and is reckoned a brave 
old man. Perhaps fome quellions may be aiked of fomc 
of our captains— 

" The French admiral eommanded, the Spanilh admir 
ral repeating the fignals aflei him ; this was, I fuppofe,tQ 
fhew that they were under the proteiSion of the French : 
nor did they fire (ill we gave the firft; broadfide. The 
enemy had twenty-eight (hips of the line ; we twenty-nine, 
reckoning the reinforcement mentioned above ; but noi 
above ten of our's engaged. Had we been in a regular line 
in all probability we muft have totally routed them. A« 
to our killed and wounded I 'cannot give any particular 
account. Captain Forbes was fiigiitly wounded by a gun 
over his foot ; captain RuiTel, the admiral's captain, loft 
his right arm ; Darby, lieutenant of marines, in the 
admiral's (hip, was blown up by fome powder in the 
poop, but not killed; Carter, an cnfign from Gibraltar, 
in Ihe Barfleur, loft an arm and an eye. 

" Laft night our whole fleet appeared in fight of the 
ifland; and this morning the hofpila! fiiip, lord GoKill, 
came in, he fays, that the flecis did not engage again on 
Sunday; that the fliip blown up on Sunday evening was 
one of the enemy's, which had been difabled; probably, 
by the Berwick ; out of which the enemy had taken 
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all the men, except eleven , whom we made prifoners; and 
then, by our boats, fet the (hip on fire. That the Real 
was feen on Sunday in the fame (battered- condition 
(he left uSy without a main-yard, and all her fails in rags. 
That the fleets were ftparated on the 1 3th by the hard gale,and 
that Mr. Mathews had purfued the enemy to the coaft of 
Catalonia. That on the 1 7th the Firedrakebomb joinedhim 
from Villa Franca, who had feen feven Spani(h men of wav 
bearing to the northward ; upon which Mr. Mathews had 
changed his courfc in hopes of finding them. I heartily 
wi(h I could have fent you the news of a viAory. Oui$ 
had the advantage ; but not fo much as might have been 
expelled. I can aflfure you we Iiave loft no (hip; nor is 
there any one di fabled but the Marlborough. I am under na 
fmall apprehenfion about the reports, which you will have ' 
from the French, about this battle, in England; and, as 
they are well acquainted with all our (hips, make no quef'^ 
tion but they will fay the Marlborough is loft or burnt. 

" Nineteenth February, captain Corni(h, in the 
Guernfey, came in his boat a-fhore this day, and fays, that 
the (hip burnt had firft ftruck; that we took two hundred 
prifoners, and then, as (he was difabled, fet her on (ire. 
That the Real had two thoufand men on board ; and that 
an incredible (laughter was made, according to the account 
given by the captain of the Spanifh (hip that (lruck« 
Captain Corni(h adds, that he faw three fleets near BarT 
celona ; from which we have reafon to fear, that the fireft 
fquadron has joined theiii. * 

NORRIS, Mathtw,— was, on ihe 3d of April 1724. 
appointed captain of the Lowelloffe frigate. This is th^ 
only mention we find made of him in any command; fot 
although he might have probably received feveral com-^ 
mifliions.fubfequent to the above, yet, in time of peace^ 
little information is to be colledled, except accidentally^' 
relative to thofe that have not fomething remarkable to 
diftingui(h them by. On the 9th of December 1737, he 
was appointed commiflioner of the, navy, refident at Ply-' 
ttiouth, as fucceifor to fir Nicholas Trevanion. He en- 
joyed this appointment for a twelvemonth only, dying di 
'fejith on the X5th of December 1738. 

MAYNE, 
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MAYNE, Perry,— the fon of captain Covill Maync, 
ut whom fome accoiin! has been already given", was, on 
'the '24th of September 1725, appoinled captain of the 
Pragon. We do not find any olher mention made of him 
tilt the rupture was on the eve of taking place with Spain, 
739 : he was then captain of ihe Worcefter, of fixty 



e of the (hip 



ith Mr. V'rnon on the ex- 



perfilion againft Porto Bello. Captain Mayne very con- 
fpicuoully diftinguiflied himfclf in the celebrated attack 
of that fortrefs; and continuing afterwards in the Weft 
Jndies under Mr. Vernon, was preferl at the unfortunate 
.pcdition againll Carthagena, as well as thofe which took 
place in the intermediate fpacc of time previous to it. 
^ftev the failure he was, on the a5ih of May 17+t, pro- 
moted to ilie Otford, as fuccefTor to the lord Auguilus 
Fitzroy, and remained on the fame ftalion till the year 
J74.5. On the 33d of April he was advanced to 
be rear-admiral of the blue,- and was on his return to 
England in company with the Experiment, but was un- 
fortunately wrecked in the windward palTage ; the Orford 
having ran on a reef of rocks, called the Hug/lies, the Ihjp 
was totally loft, but the creiv all favcd their lives. In the 
beginning of the year 1746 he was appointed fecond in 
pummand of the fleet in the Channel, under vice-admiral 
Martiniandinthefameyearwas,asfuccetrnrto(irC.Oele, 
piadeprefident of thecourt-maitial held for the purpofe of 
frying the admirals, Mathews and Leftock. During the 
liraehe wasthLiseuiploy,;d he became invfdved in a rerious 
4iQ]Ule with fir J, Willes, wIvq was then lord chief jultice of 
the courLof common pleas. One of the members of the 
court-martial having been ferved with a proccfs ilTuing 
from the civil power, which Mr. Mayne and his colleagues 
deemed an ilL'gal infiiiigtnieni of the privileges of perfons, 
employed' as they ai tliat time were; they formed a ftring 
of rcfolutions highly refleding on the charader and con- 
^afl of fir John, who in his turn complained and look the 

' • Sec page go of ihc prefcm volume. 
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K roper mcafurcs for the vindication of his own honour, 
latters were at lad accommodated to the mutual fatif^ 
fa^ion of all parties : Mr. Mayne and his friends, fen- 
lible of their miftake, were not afliamed to acknowledge 
it ; thus this difagreeable affair immediately dropped. 

On the 14th ot July 1746, he was advanced to be rear* 
admiral of the red; as he was, on the 15th of July 1747, 
to be vice of the white; and, on the 12th of May i74o» 
to be vice of the red. He continued in this flation tiD 
the 25th of February 1757, and then totally retired from 
the fervice on a penfion equivalent to his half-pay as a vice-' 
admiral. He died in England on the 5th of Auguft 1761. 

PEYTON, Sir Yelvcrton *,— was the eldeft fon of 
Charles Peyton, of Grimfton, in the county of Norfolk, 
cfq. which Charles was the third fon of Thomas Peyton, 
of Rougham, efq. only fon of fir Edward Peyton, bart, by 
his fecoud marriage. Sjr Yclverton fucceeded ta the 
baronetage on the death of his coulin, fir John Peyton, 
bart. without ifliie, in the year 1721. He was, after 
paffing regularly through the feveial fubordinate ftations, 
appointed captain of the Diamond on the 22d of March 
J 725, and was very foon afterwards ordered, with the 
fquadron under vice-admiral Hofier, to the Weft Indies : 
he was then promoted to the command of the Dunkirk, a 
fourth rate of fixty guns. He returned from that ftatioo 
in the enfuing fpring, after the dcceafe of Mr. Hofier, 
and arrived at Spithead about the middle of March 1728, 
bringing the firfl advice of the arrival of vice-admiral 
Hopfon, who was fcnt out thither to take the command. 
In 1735 he accompanied fir John Norris to Li(hon» being 
then captain of the Litchfield, a fourth rate of fifty guns. 



* Tbis family, as Mr. Camden obfenrcs, derive fhemfelvet froai 
the Ufibrds, earls of Suffolk, who defcended from WilKam Makl^ a 
Korman baron, that was fherilFof Yorkihire in tbe third of Williamli^ 
and from him received the grants of many lordfliips^ and manon* 
Among others he pofiefTed thofe of Sibton and Peytoob-hally in tUnn* 
Suffolk, at the time of the general furvey. Ifleham, £iys the mthor 
firfi cited, formerly belonged to the Bernards, which came* t» tbd 
family of the Peyton's byraarriage: which knightly family of Feyloii 
flowered out of the fame male {lock, whence the Uffbra*s, tvU oC 
Suffolk, defcended, albeit they affumed the furnamc of Peyton, ac» 
cording to the ufe of that age, from their manor o£ Feytoo-hall' Uk 
Boxford^ in the county of Suffolk, • ^ • ' . 
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No Other mention is made of this gejiileman till after 
the recommencement of hoftilities with Spain, in the 
year 1739; he ihen commanded the Heftfir, of forty 
guns, one of the Ihips fcnt to Gibraltar, and afterwards 
Hationed on the coafl of Virginia, In this fervice his 
conduft was fo reprchenfible, that, on his return to 
England in 1742, he was brought to a court-martial, 
which was held on board the St. George, at Spit- 
head, on the 9th of June; Mr, Cavendiih being pre- 
fident. He was fentenced to be difmifled the fervice, anil 
adjudged incapable of ever ferving again in the royal navy. 
He died, according to Mr. Hardy, on the loih of Oflober 
1749 ; but a private memorandum iays, on the loth of 
Auguft 1748. 



1726, 



CHAMBERLAIN, Charles. — This gentleman'] 
tarely comprifed in the lid of ihat clafs of officers whofc 
memoirs are here given. He had ferved with the moft 
diftinguiflied reputation as commander of a floop of war; 
and is, by many perfons, confounded with captain Peter 
Chamberlain, of whom fome account has been given •- 
Havine become too infirm for a^ive fervice, he was, on 
the oth of March 1724-5, appointed one of the captains 
in Greenwich-hofpital; and, as an honourable teitimony 
of the general efteem in which he was held, as a man and 
as an officer, was, notwithftanding he might be confidered 
as totally out of the fervice, appointed, frofirma, on the 
■25th of January 1725-6, to be captain of the Hampfhiret. 
This coramilTion was granted him for no other purpofe 
than that gf giving him the rank of captain in the nary, 
and is therefore to be confidered as merely honorary : he 
of courfe never went to fea; but continuing to retain his 
appointment at Greenwich, died there on the 6th of 
April 1737. 



• Vol. III. p. B44. 

t Other accouuli lay the Wcjinouih. 
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COTTERELL, Charles,— was, on the 2gih of June 
1726, appointed captain of the Diamond frigate, as.luc- 
ceffor to fir Yelverton Peyton. We do not find him ia 
any other command till the year 1731, when he was capr 
tain of the Princefs Louifa, a fourth rate of fixty gvns* 
We are again deftitute of any information concerning 
him till the year 1739, when, foon after the rupture h^ 
taken place with Spain, he was appointed to the Lion^ 
which was, like the fhip he before commanded, a fourtb 
rate of fixty guns. During the fummer of the year 174a 
he ferved under fir John Norris in the Channel fleet; an4 
afterwards accompanied fir Chaloner Ogle, when fent ou^ 
to the Weft Indies for the purpofe of reinforcing Afc 
Vernon, and proceeding on the expedition againft Car- 
thagena. He continued there ibme fliort time after the 
failure of that enterprife; and on his arrival in England 
was appointed, in the beginning of the year 1742, to the 
Canterbury. He was next fent to Gibraltar, where he did 
not continue long ; and foon after his return was advanced 
to the command of the Royal George, a firfl rate. 
This, fhip was not employed in any fervice beyond l^at 
of cruifing in the Channel, fo that we have nothing tQ 
iconimemoratc farther than the mere record of his com* 
niiflion, which is faid to have been the l^ft he ever re- 
ceived, In the month of July 1747, he retired totajjy 
from the fervice, being put, with k number; of otbcr 
gentlemen, on the fuperannuated lift, with the rank and 
half pay of a rear-admiral. He 4icd in England, on tbp 
28th of July 1754. 

DANSAYS, Francis, — in the latter end of the year 
1725 commanded a floop of war belonging to the fqiia^ 
dron which was ordered for Holland^ to efcort from 
thence king George the Firft, who was on his rjeturii 
from his German dominions. They failejd from Helyoet* 
fluys about one in the afternoon on new year's day, 17269 
with a fair wind at north eaft ; but a moft violent ftorm^ 
accompanied by hall and rain, arofe about feven o'clock 
in the evening, and feparated the whole fleet, fo. that the 
veffel commanded by Mr. Danfays was the only one 
which could keep company with the Royal Yacht : this 
he was fortunate enough to efFeft through the whple 
tempeft, which continued upwards of thirty-fij^ hpurs. 
The exertions made on this occafion immediately under 

the 
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ftie royal eye, procured his promotion, on the 25111 of 
Jannary 1726, being n few days only after his arrival in 
England, to be- cap'taia of the Swallow, of fifty guns. 
He was immediately ordered for ihe Mediterranean, 
wliere he ferved under the admirals Haddocl; and fir C. 
Wager, as well previousio the rupture with Spain, as during 
the fubfequeni (lege of Gibraltar. He did not return with 
the divifions under fir Cliarks Wager, or commodore 
Stewart, in April 1728, after the fiege was concluded, 
but remained on that il^tion tiH the month of June. 
Immediately on his arrival in Kngland he was advanced 
to the command of the Kingfton, of fi.\iy guns, one of 
fifteen two-decked fhips put into commilJion on ihe 27th 
of July. 

He contimtcd to command the above (hip till the end 
of the year 1729, when it was ordered to be put out of 
commi(Iion, with eleven odiers, of two decks, felefted 
from the fleet which had been kept, dnring the two pre- 
ceding fiirame_rs, at Sphhead, ready for immediate fcr- 
vicc, under the orders of fir Charles Wager ; but which, 
owing to the tcmporifmgconduift of the different furround- 
ing (tales, never proceeded to fea. Captain Danfays 
■was, fome little time after this, appointed to the Cen- 
lurion, a (hip employed on fome unnoticed fervicc. He 
Was, on his quitting this command, made captain of ihc 
Catherine yacht, in which (tation remaining when the 
princefs of Saxegotha, betrothed to Frederic prince of 
Wales, ion to king George the Second, arrived in Kng- 
iand, he had the honour of aiiending her; and 
was, at fome fubfequeni period, removed into the Fubbs 
yacht. He continued to command this vefTel till the year 
1745*, when he was, on the i6tJ! of December, appointed 
fecond captain of Greenwlch-hofpital. On the death of 
captainThomas Lawrence, on the 8lh of December 1747, 
he fuccecded him as iirtl captain, and on the 4th of Au- 
guft was advanced to be lieutenant-governor thereof. He 
teiained this ftation till his death, on ihe 5th of Auguft 
1754, and was buried in the maufolcum rre^ted purpofely 
to receive the remains of the officers of that cftabiilhincnt. 

Proctor, George,— was, on the gift of March 
1 726, appointed captain of the AHiitance, a fifty gun iliip, 
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one of the fleet ordered to the Baltic under the commaml 
of fir Charles Wager. No other mention is made of him 
except that he died at Lifbon in 1736^ being at that time 
captain of the Centurion. 



1727. 

ANNESLEY, Henry. — This gentleman is infcrtcJ 
in rear-admiral Hardy's lift of naval commanders as hav- 
ing been appointed to the Diamond on the 2d of June lyay* 
and is faid to have died in the Weft Indies captain of the 
fame fliip, on the 19th of June 1738. We have to 
obferve, that we cannot find the fmalleft mention made of 
this gentleman by any other perfon ; and his name" is 
omitted in every MS. lift of officers we have been able to 
procure. During a confiderable part of the period 
afligned for this gentleman's having held the above com- 
miffion, the Diamond was commanded by Mr. Anfon. 
* ARNOLD, Thomas, — was the defcendant of a re- 
fpeftable and flourifliing family long fettled at Loweftoft^ 
in the county of Suffolk*. He was fent to fca under the 
very honourable patronage of fir George Byng : and after 
having ferved a confiderable time in a fubordinate ftation. 



• ** The Arnolds have been a flourifhing family in that town ever 
iincc the reign of queen Elizabeth, for we nnd that, in 1584, Natha* 
niel Arnold was one of the feoffees for Ann Girling's donation. 
Thomas, his fon, loft 375!. 13s. by a Jgreat fire there in 1664. 

Matthew, fon of Thomas, married Coe, probably daughter of 

Kobert Coe, (of an old family in the fame town) who loft 278I. bf 
the great fire in 1644. From Matthew defccnded, ifi. Matthew^ 
father of Aldous Arnold, efq. who hath ilTue. 2d. Thomas, captain 
in the navy, deceafed ; who left iflue, Thomas, who went round the 
world with commodore Anfon ; and other children. 3d. Coe, fitber 
of the late Matthew Arnold, common brewer, who was the father of 
Aldous Arnold, an eminent furgeon; and other iflue (and who was 
alfo brother of John Arnold, another fon of Coc's, deceafed^ wba 
Jeft iflue). 4th. John, deceafed; and, 5th. Henry, a mariner, de* 
ceafed, without iffue."-*— Hiliory of JLowciloft, 
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■was, in ihe year 1718, appointed firft lieutenant of ihc 
Superbe, commanded by captain Streynlham Mafter. Wc 
Iiave already related in genera! terms the lionoiirable fliare 
that Ihip had in obtaining the well-known viiSory over 
jhc Spaniih fleet off Sicily : and ihe following additional 
particulars relative to it are extrafled from the Hillory 
■vi Loweftoft, the author of which, we make no doubt, 
llad good authority for his account of that part of the 
»£lion in which Mr. Arnold was more immediately con- 
cerned. 

Captain Mafter," fays our hiflory, " being diffident 
Uic moll fuccefsful method of attacking ihc Rnyal 
Kiilip, cosfuhed his firft lieutenant, Mr. Arnold, who 
replied, that as the eyes of the whole fleet were upon him, 
expeifiing the moft vigorous efforts in the difuharge of hii 
iuty iji that critical moment, he advifed him to board the 
Royal Philip immediately fword in hand. The counfel 
of Mr. Arnold was immediately put in execution ; and as 
bis office of firft lieutenant obliged him, he himfelf 
headed the aflTailants and carried his point. In the above 
fervice Mr. Arnold received a wound fo dangerous, in one 
of his hands and arms, as rendered them almoft ufelefs 
during the remainder of his life." It is added, " thaiasil 
is cuftomary at LoiveHofl to hang dags acrofs the itrecis 
Rl weddings, the colours belonging to the Royal Philip, 
"*»ken by lieutenant Arnold, have been freijuenily made 

ife of upon thofe occafions." 
Soon after the above aflion, the gallantry of Mr. 
Arnold was rewarded by an appointment to be comman- 
der of the Spy Sloop of war, in which he was fent exprefs 
10 the Weft Indies. This veflel is reported to have been 
in fo bad a condition, that the greateft fears were entcr- 
ijtainedforhisfafety. He was, however, fortunate enough 
" return to England without having experienced any dif- 

ler. On the 19th of September 172", he was promoted 
Ito the rank of captain in the navy, and appointed to the 
""ox; in which (hip he was immediately ordered out on the 

'arolina ftatinn. Finding, on his return to England, 
that his old friend and patron, the lord vifcount Torringion 
was dead, in confeqiience of which accident his hopes of 
future advancement were fruftrated; and the infirmities 
eccailoncd. by his wound becoming daily more, grievous, 
6 he 



l44 lives AND CHARACTERS Oi^ 

he came to a refolution of refigning his command in thi 
navy. He afterwards went to great Yarmouth, in Nor- 
folk, where he died, on the 31(1 of Auguft 1737, in the 
"fifty-eighth year of his age. He was interred itf Lowe- 
iloft church, where an handfome monument is ere£led to 
his memory, with an infcription *, conveying a re-* 
prcfentation of the charafter of this brave and worthy 
man, as well in public as private life. 

BERKELY, Honourable William, — was the fecond 
fon of the right honourable William, lord Berfcely, of 
Stratton, and Frances his wife, daughter of fir John 
Temple, of Eaft Sheen, in the county of Surry ; he was 
confequently nephew to thofe eminent naval chara^ers 
John and Charles, lords Bcrkely, of Stratton, in fuccef- 
Con t. Purfuing the fteps of thofe great men, he,entered 
early in life into the fea fervice. Having fervcd a fufE- 
cient time in the fevcral fubordinate ftations, and acquired 
a proper knowledge of the duties of his ftation fo as to 
enable him to fill it with credit to himfclf and advantage 
to his country, he was, on the nth of December 1727, 
appointed captain of the Supcrbc, but other accounts fay 
the Rippon. His naval life was unhappily too (hort, and 
the fervices on which he was employed too difadvanta- 
geous for a gallant man, to permit him to difplay thofe 



* In memory of captain Thomas Arnold, 

Who ferved in the royal navy forty years. 

And in every flation 

Diftinguifhed his conduft and bravery; 

Worthy to comraand the Briiifli fleet. 

As an hufband, a father, and a friend. 

Tender, indulgent, fincere. 

After various toils and hazards, 

Poffcffed of every comfort 

(Tho' ready, in his declining years, 

To facrifice his eafe, and even bis life, . 

In his country's caufe) 

He died in hopes of a joyful refurre£lionf 

Augst yc 3i5t A.D. 1737, aged ^. 

The arms of Ar n o ld. 

"Sable — A Chevron, Arg. between 3 Dolphins, Naiant of the 9un^ 
Creft — On a Wreath, a Dolpffin, Naiant, Aig,. 

-f See Vol. II. p. Sy^ and izi^ 
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talents which fjraced his noble anceftors, and which we 
have no doubt of this gentleman's having poirelled with 
Hndiminirtied iiiftre. In 1732 he was appointed to the 
Tyger, and ordered to the coaft of Guinea, from whence 
he was afterwards to proceed 10 Barbadoes. He unhap- 
pily died at fea, on his palfage thither from Africa, on the 
Bjth of March 1733. 

BRETT, Timothy,— was, on the 4th of May 1727, 
■»ppointed captain of the Deal Caftle frigate. We do 
not find any other particulars concerning him, except that 
lie died in England on the 3d of May 1 739, being at that 
time captain of the William and Mary yacht. 

BYNG, TheHonourable John. —This unfortunate 
man was the fourth fon of George, firft lord vifcount 
Torrington, and Margaret his wife, daughter of James 
Mafter, of Eaft Langdon, in the county of K?nt, efq. 
He was born at Souihill in the year 1704, and entered 
into the fea fervice, under the aufpices of his father, at 
ihe age of thirteen years. After pafling regularly through 
the kvejal fubordinate ftalions, he was, on the 8lh of 
Auguft 1727, appointed captain of the Gibraltar frigate, 
one of the fliips at that time employed on the Mediterra- 
iican ftation. We do not find his name again particu- 
larly mentioned till the year 1741, when he commanded 
the Sunderland, of fixtyguns. On the 13th of March 
1741-a, being ftill captain of the fame ihip, he was 
appointed governor and commander-in-chief in and over 
the ifland of Newfoundland, the fort of Placentia and all 
Other its dependencies. On his return to England he 
was removed into the Winchefter, of fifty guns, one of 
fliips employed in the Channel ; and, on the 8th of 
Auguft 1745, was promoted to be rear-admiral of the 
Hue. 

After the commencement of the rebellion in Scotland 
he was appointed commander-in-chief of a fquadrpn 
ftationed on that coaft, for the purpofe of preventing the 
introdnftion of any fiippHes from France for the ufe of 
the infurgents. During the whole lime he was employed 
on this fervice he difplayed the greateft attention, aftivity, 
and fpirit. The caufe and meafures of the rebels were 
not only confiderably impeded, but the friends and ad- 
herents to government experienced the greateft fuccpur, 

Vol. IV. K com- 
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countenance, and proteflion : he was afterwards orderedl 
fo the Mcduerranean ; and^ on the 15th of July 1747,. 
was advanced to be vice-admiral of the bhie. On the 
5th of AHgult following he fucceeded^ on the death ofi 
Mr. Medley, to the chFef command ; and continued to aft 
on every polfible occafion in concert with the Auflriaa 
general ; confirming^ while employed on the above fervice^ 
that charadler which he had before acquired. Nothing 
remarkable, however, took place during the con- 
tinuance of the war ; no-r have we any t-hmg farther ta 
record previous to the re-comn*encement of Koftilities 
with France, except his having been, on the 12th of May 
J 74S, advanced to be vice-admiral of the red. At the 
end of the year 1755 being appointed to command a 
fquadron equipped, as well for the Cliannel (ervrce as ta 
crulfe ofFCape Finiflerre, and in the bay of Bifcay ; he was 
fent out to relieve fir Edw. Hawke, who had been previ- 
oufly employed on that ftation. Mr. Byng on this occa- 
fion hoifted his flag on board the Ramillies, the fame (hip 
he retained during his continuance, unfortunately fot 
himfelf, ia command. 

The hoftife intentions of the French court became now 
very evident and apparent even to the mcaneft capacity* 
Intelligence was repeatedly received by adminidrationy. 
that a very powerful armament was in a forward ftate oif 
equipment at Toulon : even as far back as the month of 
September pofitive information was faid ta have been fent 
to the fecrctary of ftate, that k was to confift of twelve,, 
fourteen, or fifteen (hips of the line, with a conliderable 
number of tranfports under their convoy, and a formid* 
able land force well provided with a train of artillery, and 
all the ftores and implements neceffary for a fiege^ Th« 
French induftrioufly fpread a rumour that this armada 
was dcftined either for the attack of the Britifli colonies 
in America^ or the invafion of England itfelf.^ Common 
reafon and French political prudence militated ftrongly 
againft the laft attempt, and pofitive notice that the fleet 
was viftualled only for two months, might have convinced^ 
govermnenct that the firft was, under thofe circtimftances>. 
impoflible ; neverthelefs, no meafures were taken either 
to re-inforce the garrifon of fort St. Philip, which was- 
luiown to be very weak^ fo as to enable it to ftaad a fiege 
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and defend itl^lf, or to fend a naval force fufficicnt to 
, prevent ihe irvadon of the idand itfeJf. 

Enprefs foUrjwed exprefs from Englllh pcrfons fettled 
in thai part of the world, all corroborating each other and 
agreeing as to the devoted fpot on which the cloud and 
gathering ftorm of war was dcftined to vent its fnry ; 
official information, to the fame precife efFefl, was re- 
ceived from lite Briiifh confuls at Genoa and Carthagena, 
-Still did adminiltraiion coniinue perfectly torpid; deaf to 
reprefentation, and blind to ihe fenfe of danger; the 
winter palfed on without the fmalleit effort being made to 
parry the intended ftroke. At length the poJitive aiTur- 
ances of general Biakcney, that the fquadron of the enemy 
was ready for fea ; that its deftinaiion was Minorca ; and 
that his garrifon was very inadequate to reiift To formid- 
able an attack, appeared to awaken miniftry from their 
trance; Mr. Byng was accordingly advanced to be admiral 
of the bine, and appointed lo command the fquadron de- 
I Itined for this important fervice. 

There appears to have been fometliing worfe than .a 
natttral and ordinary fatality in the whole arrangement 
of the bufinefs; misfortune feems to have been conned: 
»nd, from the cOndufl of all who were concerned in the 
management of affairs; foreigners might not unnaturally 
be inducedto conclude, from an impartial view of the whole 
tranfadion, that it was aflually predetermined Minorca 
lliould be fufFcred to fall inio the hands of the French, 
by way of employing fo confidcrable an armament; and 
that any check given to it, as it might probably have 
(ransferred the tempeft ts fomc more vital part, would, 
en. that account, have been confidered as a ferious difap- 
'pointment. Mr, Byng was an officer by no means po- 
pular: he was a very ftrifldifcipUnarian; and though we 
moft ferioufly believe him to have been by no means de- 
ficient in jierfonal fpirit, and that intrepidity fo necelTary 
, fa form a great commander, yci, it having been his mif- 
L^tmme never to have met with any of iliofe brilliant 
i«ppDrtunitics of diilinguifliing himfelf which would have 
'cuablilhed hi« fame far beyond the power and malice of 
*is enemies, he did not poUefs that love, that onihufiaftic 
jrefpeSand popular kind of adoration, which are at times 
■ fpejifibly neceilary lo enable the L^ft commanders to 
K- 2 luunount 
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furmount the difficulties attendant on theif fituation. Ht^ 
force was, perhaps, in point of common prudence, ncvef 
equal to the ferviceon which he was^ fent: it connffedonly 
often (hips of the line, fome of them in a very ill condition 
for fea, and all of them indifferently minned. He 
was even refufed a repeating frigate, though he failed not 
to make the ftrongeft reprefentations, and follidtations on 
that head. This conduft was the more glaringly repre- 
henHblei becaufe, at the very time Mr. Byng failed, tbei« 
were, exclufive of his fquadron, feventeen ihips of the- 
line, and thirteen frigates ready for fea, befides eleven fail 
of the line, and nineteen frigates that were nearly equipped* 
it could not be urged that it would have been improper 
to have fent, at lead fuch a part of the above fleet, with 
him, as would have given him a decided fuperiority^ for 
it was well known that the whole French naval force ta 
the weftward of the Streights, confided of no more tfaatt 
eleven ihips of the line, thefe too, miferaUy deficient in 
their complement of men, and deftitute of almoft every 
article neceflary to their equipment. 

Mr. Byng, however, (ailed with his fquadron, fuch a» 
it was, on the 7th of April. Calms and contsary winds 
fo impeded his voyage that he did not arrive at Gibraltu' 
till the 2d of May. He was fortunately joined there by 
commodore Edgcombe, who had luckily got out from 
Mahon with the Frincefs Louifa, of fixty guns; the 
Portland, of fifty ; the Chefterfield and Dolphin frigates, 
and the Fortiine (loop. Had it not been for this circum* 
ftance, which was entirely owing to what might be called 
cihance, the PoUteffe of the French, or, to fjpeak ferioufly, 
their wi(h that thofe (hips (hould efcape them, rather than 
Continue in the harbour and reinforce the garrifon with 
their crews', he would not have had a force in any degree 
capable of facing fo formidable a fquadron as Mr. de 
GaHilfonteres ; every (hip of which was in the moft per- 
fca ftate of equipment, juft out of port, confeqiieiuly 
clean, and all of them prime failers. Mr. ]^ng fiiilea 
from Gibraltar, as he himfelf (lates in his difpatcnes, on the 
8th of May ; and the fubfequent events, including thofe nX. 
the aftion itfelf, will be beft explained by his own letterr 
which we have inferted at full length,. marking witliiflh 
verted comma's fuch parts as adminiHration, not very 
J foirly 
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fairly wc muft confefs, thought proper to withhold from 



the public eye. 



Ramilies, off Minorca, 25 May 1756. 
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I have the pleafure to dcfire you will acquaint their 
lordlhips, that, having failed from Gibraltar the 8th, I got 
off Mahon the igih. Having been joined by his majeity's 
fiiip Phoenix, off Majorca, two days before, [here are in- 
ferted in the Gazette thcfe words) viz. when ihe enemy'* 
fleet appeared to the fouth eaft) [" by whom I iiad con- 
firmed the intelligence I received at Gibraltar, of th« 
ftrengih of the French fleet, and of their being off Mahon. 
His majefty's colours were ftill flying at the caftle of &. 
Philip's, and I could perceive feveral bomb-batteries 
playing upon it from different parts, French colours we 
faw flying on the weft part of Si. Philip's. I difpatched 
the Plicenix, Cheflerfield, and Dolphin a-head, to recon* 
noitre the harbour's mouth ; and capta'm Hervey to en- 
deavour to land a letter for general Blakeney, to let him 
knqw the fleet were here to his afliftance, though every 
one was of opinion we could be of no ufe to him, as by 
all accounte no place was fccured for covering a landiner, 
could we have fpared any people. The Phoenix was alTo 
to make the private (ignal between captain Hervey and 
captain Scrope, as this lalttr would undoubtedly come olF, 
if it were prafticable, having kept the Dolphin's barge 
with him. But the enemy's fleet appearing to the fouth- 
eaft, and the wind at the fame lime coming ftrong oif the 
land, obliged me to call (hofe ftiips in, before ihey could 
get quite fo near the entrance of the harbour as to make 
furc what batteries or guns might be placed to prevent our 
having any coraniHuication with the caftle."] Falling 
little wind it was five before I could form my line, or 
diflinguifli any of the enemy's motions, and not at all to 
judge of their force, more than by their numbers, which 
were feveniecn, and ibirtten appeared large. They at 
fird flood towards us in a regular line, and tacked about 
feven, which 1 judged was to endeavour to gain the wind 
of us in the night ; fo that being late I tacked in order to 
Jfeep the weather gage of them, as well as to make fure of 
the land wind iii the morning. Being very hazy, and not 
Dbov? five leagues off Cape Mola, we tacked off towards 
K3 the 
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the enemy at eleven; and at day light had no fight of 
them, but two tartanes, with the French private fignal, 
being clofe in with the rear of our fleet, I fent the 
Princefs Louifa to cfhace one, and made the fignal for the 
rear-admiral, who was the neareft the other, to fend iliips 
to chafe her. T he Princefs Louifa, Defiance, and Cap>* 
tain, became at a great diilance, but the Defiance took 
her's, which had two captains, two lieutenants^ and an 
hundred and two private Ibldiers, who were fent out the 
day before with fix hundred men onboard tartanes, to 
reinforce the French fleet. On our then appearing oflF 
the place, the Phoenix, on captain Hervcy's oflFer, pre- 
pared to ferve as a firelhip, but without damaging her as 
a frigate, till the fignal was made to prime, when Ihe yras 
then to fcuttle her decks, every ihinej elfe being prepared 
as the time and place allowed of. The enemy now began 
to appear from the maft-head. I called in the cniilirs ; 
and ivhen they had joined me I tacked towards the 
enemy and formed the line a-head. I found the French 
were preparing theirs to leeward, having unfuccefsfuily 
endeavoured to weather me. They were twelve large 
ihips of the line, and five frigates. As foon as I judged 
the rear of our fleet to be the length of their van, wc 
tacked all together, and immediately made the fignal for ' 
the (hips that led to lead large, and for the Deptford to 
quit the line, that ours might beconie equal in number 
with theirs. At two I made the fignal to engage, as I 
found it was the fureft method of ordering every ihip to 
clofe down on the one that fell to their lot. And here I 
jnuft exprefs my great fatisfa6lion at the very gallant 
manner in which the rear-admiral fet the van the example, 
by inftantly bearing down on the fhip he was to engage^ 
with his fecond, and who occafioned one of the French 
fhips to begin the engagement, which they did J>y raking 
ours as they went down. I bore down on the fliip that 
lay oppofite me, and began to engage him after havine 
received the fire for fome time in going down. The 
Intrepid " unfortunately" in the very beginning had her 
fore-top -mad fhot away; and as that hung on hisforefail 
ami backed it, he had no command of his fhip, his fore* 
tack and all his braces being cut at the fame time, fo 
that he drove on the next ihip to hiip, and obliged tha^ 

and 
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ipsa-headof me, loiJirowallaback: this obliged 
fo alfo, for fome minutes, lo avoid their falling 
■on board me, thuuyli not before we had drove our advcr- 
Hiry out of the line, wlio put before iTie wjn9, add had 
fLveral (hot fired ai him From his ow4i admiral. This 
poi only caufed ihe enemy's center to be unallacked", but 
left the pcar-a^miral's dJvifion rather uncovered far fome 
time. I fent and called to the fhlps a-head of tnc to 
iiialce fail on, and go down on ihe enemy ; and ordered 
tiie Chefierficld to lay by the Intrepid, and the Deptford 
lo fupply the Inlrepid's plai;e. I found the enemy edged 
away coiiftai>ily ; and as they went tTiree feet to our one, 
ihey would iiever permit our clofing wifh ihem, "but took 
the advantages of dsjlroying our rigj^ing; for though I 
clofed the rear-adinirjl fatt, J foiini! I could not again 
clofc ihe enemy, whofe van vsere fairly dmve from iheir 
line; but llielr admiral was joining iliem ty bearing 
away. Ey this tJme it was p^ft fix, and the enemy's van 
and outs were at too great a diflance to engage. 1 per- 
ceived fome of their fhips ftretching to tlie nortriward, and 
I imagined they were going to form a new line. I made 
the iignal for the headmoli fhips to tack, and thofe that 
led before wilTi larboard lacks, to kad witli ihc fiarboard, 
that I might, by the f\ri\, keep [if potliWe) the wind of 
ihc enemy; and, by the fecond, be between the rear- 
admiral's diviiion and ihe enemy, as his had fufferedmoft; 
asalfo to tover the Intrepid, which I perceived to be in a 
very bad condition, and whofe lofs would very greatly 
give the bal:;nce agamlt its, if they had attacked us the 
jiest morning, as I expcfled. 1 brought to about eight 
that tligltt to join ihe Intrepid, and to refit our fliips as 
faft as poffibie ; and continued fo all night. The next 
jnorning we faw nothing of the enemy, though we were 
iUll lying tp. Mahon was north- north- we ft about ten 
-or eleven leagues. I fent cruisers out to look for the 
Intrepid and Cliedier field, who joined me the next day ; 
.and hdving, from a (late and condition of ihe fqiiadron 
■iroiight me in, found that the Captain, Intrepid, and ' 
X)efiaiice [which latter has loll her captainj were much 
endangered 
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many killed and wounded ; and no where to put a thinf 
of their number, if I made an hofpital even of the forty, 
gun (hip, which was nol eafy at fea." t thought ii 
proper, in this fitnation, to call a council of war before I 
went again to look for the enemy. I defired the attend- 
ance of general Siuart, lord Effingham, and lord Robert 
Bertie, and colonel Cornwallis, that I might colIe£l their 
opinions upon the prefent (iiuation of " Minorca and 
Gibraltar, and make fure of proteiling the latter, (ince 
it was found imprailicable either to fuccour or relieve the 
former with the force we had ; for though we may juflly 
claim the viflory, yet we are much inferior to the weight 
of their fliips, though the numbers are equal ; and they 
have the advantage of fending to Minorca their wounded, 
and getting reinforcemenis of feamen from their tranf- 
ports, and foldiers from their camp ; all which, undoubt- 
edly, has been done in this time that we have been laying- 
to to refit, and often in fight of Minorca ; and their fliipt 
have more than once appeared in a line from our maft 
heads. I fend their lordlhips the refolution of the council 
of war, in which there was (in the Gazette, " at" is infert- 
ed infteaJ of " in," and " council" inftead of " there was") 
not the leall contention or doubt arofe, " I hope, in- 
deed, we fliall find Itores to refit us at Gibraltar, and if I 
have any reinforcement, will not lufe a moment's time 
to feek the enemy again, and once more give them battle, 
though they have a gieat advantage in being clean fhips, 
thai go three feet to our one, and therefore have the choice 
how Ihey will engage us, or if they will at all, and will 
never let us clofe thenn, as their fole view is the difabling 
our fhipS, in which they have but too well fucceeded, 
though we obliged them to bear up." I do not fend their 
lordlhips the particulars of our lofles and damages by this 
as it would take me much time, and that I am willing 
none fhould be loft in letting them know an event of 
fuch confequence. " I cannot help urging their lord- 
fhips for a reinforcement, if none are yet failed, on iheir 
knowledge of the enemy's ftrenglh in thofe feas; and 
which, by very good intelligence, will, in a few days, be 
flrenglhened by four more large fhips from Toulon, 
almoTt ready to fail, if not now failed to join ihcfe." I 
difpatch this to fii Benjamin Keene by vray of Barcelona^ 
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»nd am making the bed of my way lo "cover" Gibraltar; 
from which place I propofe fending their lordfliips a 
more particular account. 
I am, (Ir, 

Your mod humble fcrvant, 

Tothehon. John Cleveland, efq. John Bync. 

P. S, I mufl defire you will acquaint their lordfhips, 
that 1 have appointed captain Hervey to the command of 
the Defiance, in the room of captain Andrews flain in 
the sStion. 

I have fent the defefls of the fhips, as I have got it 
made out whilft I was doling my leiter. 

To this letter was added, in the London Gazette, the 
following lift of the killed and wounded in both fquadrons, 
without faying from whence it was taken. 

State of the Engjifh and French fieets, in thelatea£lion 
in the Mediterranean, with the number of perfons killed 
and wounded in each Ihip. 

ENGLISH. 
Ship». Commauderi. Gudi. killed. Wounded. 

Ramilies — Ad". Byng — Gardner, 90 — — 

Buckingham' — Ad". Weft — Everit, 70 3 7 

CuIIoden — Ward, - 74 o o 

Captain — Cat ford, - 70 6 30 

Re ve nge — Cornwall, 
Lancafter — Edgcombe, 
Trident— Durell, 
Intrepid — Young 
Kinghon— Parry, 
Princefs Louifa— Noel, 
De fi an ce — A nd re ws, 
Portland — BaJrd, - 

Deptford — Amherft, - 50 

Chefterfield— Lloyd, - 40 

Experiment— Gilchrift, - 24 

Dolphin — late Scrope, - 24 

phoenix— Hervey, - 24 

Fortune — ^Maplefden, - 1 4 

97+ 
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FRENCH. 

^pu Commanders. Guns. Killed. Woundie^. 
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t -n 1 . J LaGaliironierc, 7 o 

LcFoudroyantj,;^^^ g^.^^^^j^'j84 

LcRcdoubtable p'^^'^^T^' "^^^H 74 

( tl elcadre, j ' ^ 

1 r^ j La Chi, chef )^ 

J.a Comonne j ^'efcadre, 1 74 - 3 

Lc Temeraire — Bcaurront, - 74 — 15 

Le Uiierrier — La BiolTe, - 74 — 43 

J.e Lion — St. Agnan, - 64 2 7 

Le Snge — Diirucn, - 64 -^ 8 

L'Orphee — Raimondis, - 64 10 — 

Le Content — Sabran, - 64 5 ^9 

Le Triton — Mercier, - 64 5 14 

L*Hippotame — Rochcmaure, 5© 2 10 

Le Fier — D'Herville, - 40 — , 4 

La Junon-^Beauffier, - 46 — — 

I^aRofe — Coftehelle, - 26 ' -^ -7- 

La Gracieufe — Marqwizen, - 24 — — 

La Topaz — Carne, - 24 •— — 

-La Nymphe — CalKan, - 24 — — 

944 21. 13J 

According to this lift of killed and wourtded in the two 
adverfe fquadrons, as piiblifhcd in our Gazette, it appeass 
there were in the Britilh fquadron forty-two killed and aft 
hundred and fixty-eight wounded ; whereas la the French 
fcyjadron there were hut twenty-one kilted and an hundr^ 
and thirty-three wounded. On board ^doiiral Byng's 
own fhip there was not fo much as one man either killed 
or wounded^ This circumftance, merely accidental, did 
his charafler a great deal of harm among the people in 
England ; and as to efFeft this purpofe it was moft^probabry 
publifhed, fo it was rendered one of the chief caufes perhaps 
of the fate that afterwards attended him. Every one from 
thence concluded that he haid not attacked the enemy in& 
brifk and clofe a manner as he ought to have done : and 
thpfe who examined not minutely, or confidered only 
the number of fhips in each fleet heard, with indig- 
nation, that a Britifli fhould retreat from a French 

fquadron 
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ftpiadronconfiftingof no fiipcrior number of (hips, "Thus 
{repealing in ilie weirds of a vtry fendble aminymnus 
author, what ive have almoft in the fame itrms obferved 
from ourlelves) was raifed an immediate popular clamour 
agaiiift him ; and this clamour, indujirkufy propagated, 
■was anfuUy continued to the very laft, by ihofe who hai 
been the caufes of liis difgrace, and were afterwards bafe 
enough to facrificcthisunforiunate man to theiruwn fafety, 
which is nne nf the (Irongell moiives by which the human 
mind can be influenced.' 

The foregoing account is faid to have been received on 
jiine i6, if not earlier. A report, of whatthe French were 
pleafcd to call a vidiory, having found its way through 
Holland ftimc days previous to its arrival, the minds 
of the people were in no inconfiderable Hate of ferment 
at an event fo totally difgraccful to national confequeoce : 
*hey fcarcely knew, in their firft paroxyfms, whtther lo 
vent their fury on the admiral himftlf, as the oltcnfible 
viiSim, or on thofe under wiiofe direflion be aiSed, asthc 
■primary caofc of the misfortune which had enraged them. 
This popular fury wasfoon indeed moft dextroufly iranf- 
ferred to this devoted commander ; his caiife was pre- 
judged; and the difgrace of being hanged in effigy, the 
euttomary mark of contempl and hatred inflicled on 
public delinquents, reiteraiedly carried into execution 
tveil before his return to England. We have already 
ilaied that Mr. Byng's letter arrived en the 1 6th of Jime; 
^uty^s if the public fury had not then reached a fufficient 
degree of fern.entation to become an ardent fpirit, it was 
withheld from the world till the 26th. During this inter- 
mediate fpace his enemies were not idle, their clamours 
were too fucccfsful, and his dellruftion was irrevocably 
icfolved on. 

■ The firrt flep taken by adm initiation was, indeed, the 
,jBo(t proper that could have beetL-devifed ; it was that 
vhich rtiouli! have been adopted in the beginning : this 
Was, to fend out two commandeis, whofc knowo fpirit 
of enlciprife and former fiiccelfes had acquired them the 
and confidence of thofe ihey were to command. Men, 
'under focb leaders, will bealways ready toencounterdifficul- 
'ijcs which, wiiliout the mgll pericA union of fentimeiit 

and 
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and harmnny in every aflion,' would, perhaps, be infur- 
mountable. The perfons chofen on this occafion were, 
fir Edward Hawke and Mr. Saunders. They failed from 
Porirmoulh, in the Antelope, on the 16th of June, feverat 
days before ihe publication of Mr. Byng's difpatch, and 
were inllrufled to fend home, by the &tne conveyance, 
the unfortunate admiral himfelf; Mr. Weft, his fecond 
in command; and general Fowke. 

When Mr. Byng arrived at Gibraltar, in purfuance 
of Ihe refoluiion mentioned in his letter on the 19th of 
June. He there found commodore Broderitk with a 
reinforcement of five fliips of the line, difpatchcd from 
England in confequcnce of certain intelligence being re- 
ceived that the French were Uifiiy employed, at Toulon, 
in equipping feveral large (hips of the line to join Gal- 
liJToniere. On finding himfelf and his fquadron not 
totally abandoned to the mercy of the enemy, he loft 
no time in forming a refolution to return to Minorca, in 
hopes, thai by defeating the French fleet, he might ftill re- 
lieve ibjt unfortunate garrifon. But while he was making 
every pofTible estertion to carry this gallant determination 
into execution, fir Edward arrived with his letters of 
lecal. He accordingly embarked, with the two other 
gentlemen already mentioned, on the 9th of July, aod 
arrived at Spithead on the 26th. 

Orders had not only been dirpatched to all the pom 
where it was probable he might arrive to put him imme- 
dialely under a clofe arrclt, but this meafure was, in tha 
moft extraordinary manner, publicly notified to the world 
in the Gazette, as if minifters felt theinfelves bound to 
keep alive that popular clamour, wliich they had induAri- 
oufly raifed, by thus publicly avowing their ex parte opinioHi 
that he was a delinquent of the blacked kind. If we may 
judge from circumftantial evidence only, it is certainly 
not unfair to fay, thai he was appointed only for his dil- 
grace, jvhich nothing ihort of the moft unqualified viflory 
could poflibly have averted. Several days before it was 
known, even by report, that an encounter had taken 
place, ludicrous paragraphs began to make their appear- 
ance in the newfpapers; whimfical advertifemcnis offer- 
ing rewards to ihofe who Ihould find a lolt admiral an(| 

his 
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his fleet*, fucceeded to thefe; and when his difpatchcs 

arrived, confirming the report that an a^ion had really 

happened 

* Lii u( eiamrne on ihc faircft grounds ihe ptopriety or decency 
oflbii implied charge of dcl;<}'. Mr. Byng 'failed from Spilhcad With 
* fquadron, many of ihc (hips compoling ii being Foul, and oitier* 
beavy faileri, on ihe 7th of April. He arrived ai Gibraltar on die 
cdof May. SirEdwaiil Hawke, whom no pcrfon ever dared to accufe 
of delay, when employed in (he fervice of liii country, and whoTc 
paflagc wai noi iboughi tedious, Icfi ihc fame place in a (ingle fhij>, 
cbofen for dlfpaich, clean, and edeemed at that time of day a fwift 
failer, onihe igtliofjunc, and did cot reach Gibraltar till the 3d of 
July t fo that, nolwithllanding the great difadvantaeei under which, 
is vt have jufl Dated, Mr, Byng lay on the fcore ofdifpatch, he was 
only eight days longer on hji palTage than lir Eduard, Whil muft 
be ibe condiiion of ibat commander, when the impedimenii of the 
weather, the ad of God; the unfilnefi and inequality of his (hips to 
the f«tvice propofcd, which is, probably, the premediuted a£l of hit 
enemies, (ball be urged againfl him aj irrefragable pioofi of nifcon- 
611& and crimiiialiiy, 

Mr. Byns had very imprudently inilaled (he minds of his noble 
■mployeis by his leiter, written from Gibraliar on hii lirft arrival, in 
which he, in preuy plain terms, refleds on the condiiQ of miniflry, in 
fending htm out (00 Uic 10 prevent the landing of (be enemy on the 
iflandilfclf. " ]r(rald be) 1 had been io happy u to have arrived 
at Miaoiw before (he eneoiy bad landed, I f1a(ter myfelf I (hould have 
had i( in my power to have hindred them from cllablilhing a fooItnE 
there," To (his unguarded cenfure it is nol improbable the admiral - 
owed bis ruin, wbicb, if before in doubt, was, from ihat motnent, de- 
tenniued o». He had bein weak enough tofpcak ike Imih, that he 
bad been feat out too late ; and that the opportunity of faving the 
forlrefi WU irrevocably !o(l. This was a crimt of Jo dark a naiufe 
ai noi to be for^ven. Thofe whom he had thus obliijuely charged 
with rem i One fi, Found it their interell to declare againil him, and en- 
deavour, by any mtam, to throw off the imputation of negligence with 
which (hey were charged. This waa not ilie only aft ofindircrelion 
Mr. Byng had been guilty of in hii letter : he proceeded to inFona 
■d^inidraiion of their ovrn negligence, which they could nnt be un- 
confcious of, that Gibraltar was deOituteof the maEaxines nece{rary ta 
fupply the eiigenries of hii fquadron ; that his Oiijis could not be 
cleaned ihete; that the pits, careening- wharfs, and (tcnehuurcs were 
gone to decay and almolt ufeleft. He pruceeded fjnher to Hate, that 
even admitting i( poUible, in the fituation of affairs at that time, lo 
tbrow a fmair number of men into Mahon, this (lep would only be 
produflive of a greater lofi in the deftruQion or imprifonmenl of 
men, who mud fall a facrifirre to (he fuperioriiy oF the t-ntmy, who 
were in aEual and indifpuiab;e pofTcfTlun of the whole iQjnd, the fttm 
etcepied. 



I 
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bnppened, they were ludicroiifly parodized in miferabfr 
doggerel and fct to vulgar tunes, which being chanted about 

the 

■* 

** But (continues the admiral] it does not appear tha^ tliis is in any 
degree fcafible at this time, fiiice the engineers and arHlIeiifts concur 
with me in opinion, that the French batteries, fuppofed to be ercQcd 
at the mouth of the harbour, mud efieduallv prevent any fuch mea- 
fure, by rendering the paffage of boats to the Tally port of fort St. 
Philip utterly impra6^icablc." Under the prcflure of thefe confidcr* 
ations it was determined in a council of war, held at Gibraltar by the 
governor and principal officers, '* that it was not expedient to delacb 
any force from that ganifon to the ifland." This refolution oughty 
certainly, not to have been charged to the admiral's account; yet after 
rliat was taken, we cannot conceive how the utter annihilation of the 
French fleet would, in a primary point of view, have relieved the fort 
of St. Philip's from the preflure of the ficge, whxh it became the iiv- 
tcrcH of the aflailants tp urge with the utmod vigour that they might 
obtain fome cover, by which they might, in their turn, defend them- 
{'{tlves, if attacked by the Englifh. But Byng had toii Minorca, at 
lead he was to be charged with it, though it mud be evident to cvciy 
impartial perfon, that its fate was decided before he quitted 
Spithead. 

" If oiherwife, if even the fmallcff probability of fuccefs^and lighteft 
hope of being able to bafiBe the projeCU of the- enemy rcmainqd, 
what Hiall we fay of the conduO of thofe who feat the commander of 
tlicir choice to fea, in fpite of every rcmondrance, without taking all 
the means in their power to encourage him in a fpirit of enterprizfi 
by a proper fuccour, and by affoiding them the bed means of palliat- 
ii)g misfortune fhould it take place P* What fhall we fay oF mcAt 
^ho could venture to order him out without a (irclhip, an hofpitat 
fhip, a tranfport for the troops, or a (Ingle frigate ? The foldiers he 
CiirricJ with him, inconfiderable as their numbers were, formed a part 
of his different crews, which, even with that addition, were deficient: 
and one of the principal points urged againd him was, not haviog 
landed thofe people in fpite of every obdacle ; of not having reodcred 
his d)ips dill more deficient in point of force than they naturally 
were, and voluntarily making/iimfelf lets capable of facing the Touldft 
iqundron. 

" So iodccIiTve were tl;ie meafures of adminidration, fy precarious did" 
d^cintelligencereccivedappearinthccyesof mini ders, that even the ad* 
niirars orders and inOruftions were vague implications ; not founded qi» 
the certainty of intelligence, hut framed to acquire information; at tfte 
tenor of them commanded him, on his arrival at Gibraltar, to make 
§ti'\& enquiries, whether any French fquadron had paflcd through tfie 
Streights. Notwiihdanding the repeated and numberlefs advices, froift 
printed public papers, foreign and domcdic ; from the letters of ambaf* 
ijdors, minidcrs, envoys, confuls, refidents, a|»ents, factors, and officers; 
•Ufj^^tcbcfc alluring the certainty that a drong fquadron of twelve (hips Qf 

thft 
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(lie flreels among the very refiife of ihc people, wonder- 
fully recnilted the number of his enemies, by enrolling 
inder their banners nil ihofe who Were incapable of ex- 
amining tfie initii, or did not ehiife lo give tlieinfelves ihe 
trouble of being undnceivcd. On tlic other .hand, i]iu^e 
who were hardy enough lo aiienipt counieraiSing his 
enctmes by a iimilar jiioccdiire, were imprifwied or pu- 
iiifhed with the iitmofl rigour. 

■ The admiral himTelf obeyed the letters of Aipeirediuc 
and recal wiih the iilmoft pleafu e and filisljiSion 
to iilmfelf : he cfmfiiiered it ae whii he oi t,ht moll io 
have wilhed, afforjing him tlie priperclt mcTire oF 
juHifying his charaSer, which had btcn moli nanlonl)? 
#iid raalicimjlly afperfed. Wtiat mull hdM_ been his 
a.^oni(binetit at finding himfclf trc-ited Irke a tnininal 
^ilrcady condemned, confined, ii-ealed with cvcr> lurk of 
itempt maJeviilence could invcii!, hooted in every plate 
paffci! through by the mob; and, in fine, completely 
jutn up as a facrifice by ihofe who had iuinwl, and were 
lonreqiiently, in common juftice, bound to hfcve dcfoiKli'd 
ilm? He wasconvevedfrom Ponfmouih to Greenwich- 
llufpital, the place deiHneci for his prifon previous to hio 
7fial, with ail the infult narrow minds weie capable pf 
<a)ntriving. He was gn a riled with all the folemnitji and 
■fagcantry of care bellovvcd on a traitor nf the wor4i 
.complexion. His prifsn v;a^ lottiiiL-d wiiti the nwifl 
Tcnipulous attention : and this circiimllarce was nioli iti,-- 
.duftriooGy made known, as if to convey an infinualuin 
;hat the grcalcft precaulinns were necelfaiy to prtvem hi* 
ifcape from jujike, arid imprefs on the iiiindi; nf dtc 
jnwary that rtie admiral Mmfetf wss afraid to meet the 
jynrcd countenanccB of his coumryaien. Noiluiig ctiuLi 

lie line, wiih mty taio txanlii prmiifens, wcrr reaily lo TbI] fruin 
7oulon, and foafcijucnily coultl itcver impuitan iiilcnded dcfccnl as 
«ur Ametican plamaiions ; the ailmiials otdcii procepded to enjoin, 
•lul " Mtt it puibiblf the fijsadiDn may be inicaded far Nurih Amn- 
xici,you arc lo diaught fa many uf ynur Jliipi *i, when joined with ■ 
^uadron going lu Hdhfax, Qi^ll beeumf Tupeiior lo iti? enemy's rqui- 
Atan; and ihis don^, vou ne lo difpore of ibcm under rear-adoiirzl 
Vl''el}, whom yai Uiaill order lo hallcii liis voy^c lo Loiiilbourg/' 
The care of Minorca was a fecoiidaiy and merely conditional objcfcK 
falal [hefe iollruflianii were bccaule uninlclli^iklc, cajmi and can- 
■lary windi co- ope rated with every ulhsr ciitumlljuci to deftioy^iic 
cBedJuFhiiMpcdiuoo. 
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be farther from ihc real truth ; he was fo far from con- 
ceiving himfelf criminal in the fmallefl degree, that he 
wilhed for nothing wilh fo much eagernefs and anxiety 
as the commencemeni of his trial, confidenng it as the 
period of his fufferlngs, and the malice of his enemies, 
which had been difplaycd with fuch uncommon invete- 
racy againit him. 

Every adlion of hia mind indicated an innate conviflion 
that he went to a certain ajid moft honourable acqiiitial, 
when, in the month of December, he was removed bact 
to Portfmouth with the fame degree of parade he hadTjeen 
brought from thence. The court-martial, which was 
held on board the St. George in Portfmouth harbour, 
affembled on the 28th of December*, and continued till 
the 27lh of January following. For brevity fake, we 
fliall endeavour briefly to analyze the charges, with their 
feveral anfwers, and the evidence adduced in fuppori of 
both. The general fa^ that remained indilputable 

f were, 

That the admiral was within three miles of St. Philip's, 
nnd had fent out fome frigates to land a letter for general 
Blakeney, when he difcovercd the French fleet. 

As foon as the French fleet was difcovered he called is 
the frigates and cruifers, and Hood towards the enemy. 

\ When the Britifh fleet firft fleered for that of the French, 

[ the (hip which was fternmoft in the engagement was firft 
a-head, fo that the fliips which afterwards formed the rear 

I then formed the van. 

This order continued till the ftgnal was made to tack. 
When the (ignal was made to tack, the Briiilh fleet had 

' ilretched beyond the enemy with the van, but the rear 

P Tvas juft even with them . 

After the Britifli fleet had tacked, the admiral's divifion, 

I which then became the rear, was fomething adern of the 




NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. l6t 

Erench rear; but, Mr. Weft's divifion, wliich then fac- 
e the vail, was not a-(lern of the van. The two fleets 
wete not parallel to each oilier in either divifion, there 
being only one mile diftaoce between the headmoft ihip 
of the Britilh van, and the headmolt Oiip of tbe enemy ; 
and three miles diiUnce between the llernmoft (hips of 
the Biiliih rear, and the fternmoft of the French. The 
diftance between the (wo divifions of both fleets was about 
ihrce miles, fo ihai the reardivliion of the French was 
three miles a-flern of their van; and the Britilh reardivi- 
lion about the fame dillance a-(lcrn of the Britilh van. 
though the diftance ofthe French rear was either a tittle lefs 
than three miles, or the diitanee of the Britilh rear a little 
more, as our rear was fomcwhat a-flern of the enemy's. 
While the two fleets were in this fttuation the fignal to 
engage was made, and the fignal- for the line of battle 
a-head was continued, which determined the order to be 
preferved during the whole aflion. The Intrepid, the 
iternmoft (hip of the van divifion, was difablod in the 
beginning ofthe adVion. 

The evidence againft the admiral may be reduced to the 
following points: 
-Firft. It was inliftcd, if the admiral had taken the men 

on board that were ordered to be fhipped at Gibraltar, and 

landed them at fort St. Philip's, the place might have held 

out till the arrival of admiral Hawlce. 

Second. If he had landed the officers and recruits, 

to the number of about one hundred, which he had on. 

board, it would have been a frgnal fervice to the garrifoij. 
Third. The men might have been landed at any 

lime during the fiege", with great eafe and little hazard. 
Fourth. 

• Genctal Blakeney defoM on ibe trial, lliai on ibc aoth of Ma/ 

brail might tmvc ualTcd between the fleet and the aariiioa with great 

fafeiy ; and thai if the tioops otdeted for his relief had been landed, 

he could have held out till the arrival of Gr Ed<vard Hawke. We 

very much doubt both tbefe afleiiioni. The worthy veieiao wu, 

pernap), too faDmiine ict his hopes and enpefUtlons. But that Mr. 

ByBg afled according lo ibc belt of his judgeoient ii very apparent 

' fiom the following letter written by him to ihc general. 

'■ Sir, 

" 1 Tend you this by captain Hervcy, of his majefty's fjiip Phtrnis , 

v;ho h» my orders tc convey il to vou, if poDible, loecther wiiii the 

Vol.. IV. 'h iocWeil 
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Fourth. No attempt was made to land thefe officefS 
and recruits. ' 

To thefe charges we have, by way of pdrenthefis^ to an- 
fwcr, that they appear very weakly founded. The land- 
bfficers, who were beft acquainted with the fituation of the 
place, were decidedly of opinion^ in the council of w:lr held 
at Gibraltar, that all efforts to throw fuccours into the gar- 
rifon would be of no avail. But granting for a monient the 
enemy had been neglcdful enough to omit raifing the bat- 
teries neceflary to prevent the introdu£tion of fuch afliflance, 
what was the mighty reinforcement that was to render the 
fortrcfs of St. Philip's impregnable to the aflaults of an 
army confiding of twenty thoufand men ? Why,* thirty or 
forty officers, the greater part of them fubaltems onlyi 
and about one hundred recruits! 

Fifth. If each fhip had made fail in proportion to 
her didance from the fhip fhe was to engage, all would 
have been in a^lion nearlv at the fame time, and the 
engagement would have become general dunng the 
time the French lay to. 



indofed packet, which he received at Leghorn. I am extremely con- 
cerned to find that captain Edgcombe was obliged to retire to Gibraltir 
with the fhipt under his command, that the French are landed, 
and that St. Philip's caftle is invefled, as I flatter myfelf, had I form- 
nately been more timely in the Mediterranean, that f (hould have been 
able to have preventea the enemy's getting a footing in the ifland of 
Minorca. 1 am to acquaint you that general Stuart, lord EfGnghamy 
and colonel Comwallis, with about thirty officers, and fome rccruiia 
belonging to the diiferent regiments now in garrifon with you, are on 
board the (hips of the fquadron ; and fhall oe glad to know by the 
return of the officer, what place you will think proper to have them 
landed at. The royal regiment of £ngli(h fuzileers, commanded I7 
lord R.Bertie, is likewife on board the fquadron, dcftincd, agreeable to 
my orders, to ferve on board the fleet in the Mediterranean, nnleft it 
fhould be thought neceflary, upon confultation with you» to land the 
regiment for the defence of Minorca ; but I mud alfo inform yi»» 
fhould the fuzileers be landed, as they arc part of the ihips complex 
ments, the marines having been ordered, by the lords commiffioDers of 
the admiralty, on board of other fliips at Portfrnouth, to make room 
for them ; that it will difable the fquadron from a£lins againft that of 
the enemy, which I am informed is cruifing off the iflana: however, 
I firall gladly embrace everv opportunity of promoting bts majefiy's 
f(frvice in the moft effectual manner, and fliall affift yon to diftfeft the 
xnemy and defeat their defign^ to the i^tmoft of my power*'* 

. Sixthly. 
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Sixth. The wind and wealher was fuch as admillej 
leach Ihip's making fail in proportion to her dlftance from 
the enemy ; and if they had done fo the line might have 
been kept as well as with the fail they made. 

Sevenlh. When the fignal to engage was mad?, the 
Tan bore right down upon the French van, and their whoie 
fleet was then tying to, waiting to receive the Britith, 

Eighth. The rear did not bear right down upon the 
'Cnemy, but (laming ; and foon afier the fignal to engage 
^vas made, the admiral feeing that the Louifa and Trident, 
theOiipsnext a-headof him, did not make fail, heallempted 
to back his main and mizen top-fails, and hauled up the 
' forefail to give time tor them to get into their ftation. 

Ninth, The fail made by the van carried them about 
three knots an hour, but they might have made fuch fail 
as would have carried ihem fix. 

Tenih. The rear, though they were three times the 
diflance from the fhips they were to engage, mada no 
more fail than the van, confcquently mull have been three 
times as long in coming equally near to their opponents. 

Eleventh. As the van went right down, and the rear 
flaming with the fame fail, the rear would not have been 
fo near the enemy as the van in equal time, fi'ppofing the 
diftance at firft to have been the fame. 

Twelfth. The admiral, while' he was yet at a great 
distance from the enemy, began to fiie; the men were 
obliged to lower the metal and fire at an elevation, fmce not 
being in point blank diftance the fhot would, if fired 
horizontally, have dropped and taken the water before it 
reached the eneniy's (hip. 

Thirteenth. While he was thus firing to no effedl, 
at more than half a mile diftance from the enemy, he 
onlered his fails to be laid a-back, and made a fignal for 
the (hips a-ftern of him to (horten fail. 

Fourteenth. It was near twenty minutes after this 
before he made fail again with his divifion; and the 
French having filled and flood on foon after his laying his 
fails a-back, i. e. within about forty minutes after the 
fignal to engage, he never afterwards engaged them at all. 

Fifteenth. When the French center and rear were 
_ obferved to out-fail the Britiih, no fignal, or example, was 
1 .given to crowd tail and clofe with the van, without regard to 
L 2 ordcc 
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btitr of battle, though, if this had been done, he mi^t 
have prevented the damage that \va< fuftained from the 
fire of the French Ihips as they came up. 

Sixteenth. He did not make the general fignal to 
chafe after the cnpgement. 

Seventeenth. He did not return ofF Mahon, nor make 
any farther attempt to aflift the ca{Ue of St. Philip. 

\Ve Qiall no^' ftate the evidence, and fair anfwers tend* 
ing to juftify thefe fads, or controvert them in favour tS 
the unfortunate admiral ; they may be reduced to the fal« 
lowing points, anfwering to the feveral articles of the 
charge. 

id. The admiral was by no means anfwerable for not 
takine the men on board from Gibrahar, but the com- 
manding officer of the garrifon, who refufed to feod them 
on board. 

2d. It would have been imprudent in the*hidieft d^ree 
to have attempted landing thele men after the French fleet 
was difcovered j and it was a right meafoie imsncdiateljf 
to call in all the frigates, and cruifers^ 

3d. 4th. It is granted that men might hare been landedp 
tut this does not affcft Mr< Byng, becaufe he had nd op- 
portunity to attempt it : neither could thefe men hive 
done more fervice in the garrifon than they did on hoaiti 
the fleet, which, upon the whole, was fliprt of compk* 
ment, having many fick and unflcilful hands« 

5th. 6th. It is granted, that if each (hip had laHcd m 
proportion to her didance from the fliip (he was to en* 
gage, a general engagement would have been brou^t tn 
While the French lay to ; and that the wind and weitUr 
permitted fuch fail to be made : but as the enemy w^f 
lying-to, the fail which the admiral did make waa the iw^ 
proper upon the whole; for the fail he made vras a figrol 
trhat fail the other (hips (hould go down with ; and a croud 
of fail would have been attend^ with great cliladvantti|[es 
and hazards: be(ides, there was the greateft reafon to 
fuppofe the French would continue to Iie-to, as they w^ 
then known to be at lead equal to theBritifli ; and if they bad 
continued to He-to, the admiral would by the courfc aiid 
fail he made have brought their center and rear to adioDf 
fo aseiFe£lualIy to have fuccoured his van ; nay, he would 
have done fo if no impediment had happened vrhile tliey 
did lie-to. 

9th. 
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■7th. The van went right down becaufc they were not 
*-uern of the enemy. 

8th. The rear did not bear right down becaufe ihey 
were a-ftern of the enemy ; and if they had bome 
xighr down they would have left ihe enemy a-head; be- 
sides, in going right down the velTels are expofed to be 
raked by the enemy ; and a rifk is run of being beaten 
before it is polTible to engage, To that ihe rear went down 
properly both as to coiirfe and fail ; and though the admU 
jral might have left the Louifa and Trident inftead of 
fliortening fail for them, yetinthat cafe he muft have gone 
down without his proper force. 

9ih. loth. ijth. Thefe articles, granting the fafls, are 
all anfwcred in the arti(:!es five and fix ; but the difference 
between the time when the van engaged was noi forty 
piinutes. When the admiral was impeded by an accident, 
' he would have been very near the enemy !n a very fiioit 
time wiihout altering hiscouife or making more fail. 

lith. The people on board the Ramilies began to fire 
without orders, but not till a quarter of an hour »fter the 
enemy had (Iruclc her with their (hot. The metal waa 
lowered becaufe the (hip bott dovrti a little on that fide, 
and therefore it was nccelTary lo lower the metsl to bring 
(he guDs parallel with the liofizon. 

iith. That the admiral, whcp he was yet at too great 
3. diltance properly lo engage, laid his fails a-back is triic, 
but this was made neccifary hy thf accident, ahd the con- 
currence of many circnmftances with it. The lignal for th« 
line of battle a-hcad waS continued the whole day, be- 
caufe it was thought mod advantageous to prefcrve that 
order during the aflion, and it was ^he order in which 
the enemy ihcmfelves lay-to, till fomerifingcircumftanccs 
afterwards made a different (ignal nqceflary.. 

When the Intrepid, the flernmotl fliip of ^he van divi- 
(ion was difabled, the Revenge, which was the headmoft 
(hip of ihe rear divilion, came clofe up 10 her, W could 
not pafs her, becaufe the fignal for the line of battle 
a-head required him lo keep his Haiion behind her. 

For the Jame reafnns the (hips next a-ftern of the, 

ere the Louifa and Ihe Trident, were 

I Ihoiten as they mull otherwifc have pa(rcd th? 

I, 3 Revenj^c 
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Revenge and Intrepid, which would have broke the line 
and carried them out of their ftation. 

In the mean time the people on board the admiral's 

ihipi which was next a-ftern of the Trident^ began 

to nre, and the fmoak preventing the admiral from feeing 

. what had happened to the Intrepid^he made no fignal for 

her to quit the line ; being prevented alfo by the fame caufe 

from feeipe that the Trident had laid her fails a-back, he 

. continued his courfe till he brought her under his lee bow. 

< This fituation of the Triddnt made it neceflary for the 

admiral to fufpend his fire, otherwife he muft have fired 

into her. It alfo became neceiTary that he ihould lay his 

fails a-back, and make the (ignal for thofe a'-ilern of |;iirii 

to do tl^efame, or elfe he would have been foul of the 

Trident) and the ihips a-^fiern would have been foul of 

him. It isrprged againft him, that he might haye kept 

clear of the Trident by going to leeward of her without 

ihortejQing fail ; but it is alledged in his defence, 'that he 

. could i;iot do this immediately becauie he did not fee'her; 

- and that all circumftances confldered, it was impoi&ble 

for him to get clear of the Trident without laj^mg his 

fails a-back. 

14th. As foon as ever he was difengaged fipni the 
: Trident: he made fail^ and ordered the (hips a-ftern to do 
the fame, but was not afterwards able to engage the enemy 
as they out-failed him. 

15th.- The admiral, when he faw the French goin?, 
. did make a fignal for more fail ; but it was not in his 

J>ower.to join the van before the French had got the 
ength of them. 

1 6th. He had not force fufficieht to juftify making the 
general fignal to chafe, which he lamented to thofe albout 
him. 

17th. He did not return to Mahon becaufe he was not 
in a condition to come to a fecond engagement ; and if 
. the French had come back to him he would probably have 
fufFcred a total defeat. 

The admiral in his defence obferved, that he was allowed 

. to have been guilty of no delay in getting from St. Helen's 

to Gibraltar, or from Gibraltar to Mahon ; and save as 

. reafons for that part of his condud which has been thought 

blameablci that as he had on board no more than one 

hundred 
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hundred officers and recruits, he did not think the land- 
ing them Was a fufficient excufe for lofing any time, qr 
delaying to attack the enemy when in flght, elpecially as 
thcfe very men were neceflary to a fleet entering into 
adtion badly manned in general, with three hundred and 
feyj^nty-one men (ick on board. 

He ftood beyond the rear of the enemy, before he tacked 
that every fliip might have an opportunity to lead flant- 
ing down tQ that fhe was to engage, and not be liable to 
be raked. r 

Juft before he tacked he hauled in his majn-fail, and 

took in his top-gallant fails, apprehending a ipjrpwd of fail 

inconvenient and improper to preferve the order to engage 

with, and unneceflfary, as the enemy appeared to wait lor 

■ him under top-fails, ivith th^ir ipain<top-fails fquare^ 

* Afte;r the fleet ha(| tacl(:ed he obferved that ttje leadjng 

{hip did not fleer away with the enemy's leading fhip, as 

' is required by the 19th article of the fighting inftrudtions ; 

he therefore fired a gun to lead to ftarboaixt> and after* 

wards another gun to put the leading captain in mind of 

thefe inftrudions. 

The leading fliip did not yet fteer down fufficienthr, 
and by that means Was drawing the van a-breaft of the 
enemy -s van, and altering the dirpofitions the admiral had 
made for attacking the enemy by fleering down in a 
llantinfg courfe to avoid being raked ; he therefore thouglit 
it neceflary to make the fignal to engage, to bring on me 
a&ion, and impower the (hips to fiye refpedively as ihey 
g6t within a proper diftance, 

Upon the fignal being made to engage, the leading (hip 
bore dewjfi more, as did the van in general. TEe Intrepid 
bore right down before the wind, fo that being expofed to 
be raked, fliewasdifabled almoft as foon as (he could fire. 

He continued his courfe with the rear, which he 
thought moft proper to fall in with and engage the enemy 
properly, who had head way. 

Soon after the enemy began to fire, their fhot pafled 
through his rigging ; but he referved his fire till he could 
get clofe to the enemy, and declared his intention ta 
do fo : but.fome of his people being impatient at receiv- 
ing the fire of the eriemy without returning it, fired with- 
out orders. The admiral being then within half a mile 

■ / -Li,. Q^ 
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o^ the enemy, v^ith a fine breeze, and appreliendixig that 
a very little time would bring him down, permittra the 
firing to continue, as it mud j)re\'ent the enemy from 
taking direA aim, and difabling him before he could 
come to clofe a6lion. ■ , 

Soon after this firing began he was impelled by the 
Trident, which the fmoke prevented him from feeing till 
lie was almoft foul of her ; and there being a neceility for the 
jear to brace-to left they fliould all be foul of each other, 
and no {ignal for the rear only to brace-to, he was obliged 
!to make the general fignal to brace- to, the rear to brace- 
to firft ; but this fignal was hauled down before it was 
poflible for the van to repeat it. 

As foon as he difcovered the caufe of the flop, and 
knew what had happened to the Intrepid, he made the 
fignal for the rear to make more fail and clofe the line, 
ihat the fhips a-ftem of the Intrepid might pafs her. . 

During the delay occafioned by this accident the French 
made fail anci out-failed him. 

As a confiderable part of the fleet was unable to pur- 
fue, he judged it improper to purfue with the refl,as the 
enemy, who at firft were fuperior, were all fit for afticn. 

Here it n^ay be remarkea that the admiral, when the 
French rear firfl made fail and ran, did not, nor could 
know that any part of his fleet, except the Intrepid^ 
could not purme, being at toe great a diflance from.the | 

van to judge of the damage it had received; and as the 
rear of the French made fail, he had more reaiba to think 
that their van was difabled and beaten, than that his own 
was unfit for the purfuit. The conclufion, therefore, from 
thefe premifes is obvious. 

In thefe circumftances, and in confequence of the ima- 
nimous opinion of the council of war, he returned with 
the fleet to Gibraltar. 

Whether the Charge againft the admiral is, or is not 
obviated by thefe reafons, or by any fads that we!re r 
proved on his behalf, we are not now to determine ; the 
opinion of the gentlemen by whom he was tried, who 
muft be more particularly acquainted with the h&s, as well 
as the ci rcumltances v noer which they happened, and confe- 
quently better able to judge of tbcm, will appear by the 
following articles felected froo^ their refolutions. 

The 






NAVAl OFFICERS OF CSIAT BRITAIN. 169 

The court are of Opinion, ' ' 

That the admiral, having on board many officers who 
jnuft have teen much wanted in ihc caftle of St. Philip's, 
he ought to have Tent them a-head in one of the frigates 
to be landed, if poffible, though he did fee the French 
fleet. 

, That whefflhe Britifli fleet on the ftarboard tack had 
(Iretched a-breaft of the enemy's line, the admiral ihould 
have tacked it altogether, and conduced it on in a direft 
courfe for the enetfly, the van for the van, and the rear 
for the rear, under fuch fail as might have enabled the 
word failing Ihip, under all her plain fails, to prefenrs 
her ftation. 
That upon the fignal to engage, his van divifion bote 



' down properly for the fiiips oppofed to them, and engaged 
till the five hcadmoft Ihips of thei " 

gun-thot. 



le enemy went away out of 



That after the (igna! to engage, the admiral fepanated 
the rear from the van, and retarded the rear frotn ctoHhg 
with the enemy by Ihorteniiig fail, that the T/idenl and 
Louifa might again get a-head of him. 

That inAead of this, he Ihould have made the Triddnt 
and Louifa's fignal to make more fail, and ought to have 
fet fo much faifhimfeU as would have enabled the flowed 
fhip.to have kept her ftation with all her plain fail, in 
otdcr to have got down lo the enemy as fall as poflible, 
andproperly fupported the van. 

That the admiral aded wrong in fuffering (he fire oti 
'board his (hip to continue before flie was got lo a proper 
diftance to engage, becaufe he not only threw away his 
fhot, but occafioncd a fmoke which prtvented his feeing 
the motions of the enemy, and the polition of the (hips 
immediately a-head of his own. 

That after the damaged (hips had been repaired as nauch 
as poinble, he ought to have returned off St. Philip's, and 
have endeavoured to open a communication with the 
cattle, and ufcd all the means in his power to relieve it. 

That, during the engagement, he did not do his utmoft 
to take, feize, and delboy the (hips of the French king, 
' and affift fuch of his (hips as were engaged. 

The court-martial came therefore to a refolution, 

'* that he fell under part of the 12th article of an aifl of 

parliament 
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parliament of the twenty-fecond year of Geo. 11. for 

amendingi explaining, ^n(J reducing into one a^ of par- 

,liamenty the laws relating to the goyernipcnt of his maje- 

:'fty's (hipSy veflelsy and forces by fea ; and as that article 

;g0(itiyely prefcrihes death, without any alternative left to 

the difcretion of the court under any variation of circunv- 

ftancesy the court did therefore unanimoufly adjudge the 

|aid fidmir^l ]3yng to be (hot to death, ^ fugh time, a.^d 

on board fuch (hip as the lords commillioners of the admi* 

iralty (hould dire^. But as it appeared, by the evidence 

of lord Robert Bertie, lieutenant-colonel Smith* captain 

. Gardiner, and other officers of the fliip, wfio wer^ ne2^ 

the peirfon of the admiral, that they did* not perceive ^hy 

.)>ackwardnefs in him during the a£tion» or. any marks of 

fear or confufion either from his countenance or behaviour, 

■ but that he feemedtagive h'}S orders coolly and diftindly, 

and did not feem wanting in perfonal courage, and from 

r other (rircumftancc^; the court did not believe that bi^ 

;. mifcondu^ arofe either from cowardice or difafieAion, 

iiBPA- di4.0^erefore unanimoufly think it their duty. mpft 

carneiily to reconfvmqnd him as a proper Qbje£l^. of 

Mrtercy>. .■ ',,,./ ;,./ ; " '';.''.' 

; K Article XII. . . 

'* Every perfon in the fli^ti who," through CQwarificc, 

; negligence, or difaffedion, fhallj^ in time of aftiojn, 

Ifrithdr^w, or keep back, or not gome imp the fight, "or 

engagement, or fhall not do bis utmoft to tl^e ox (feftroy 

every ihip which it fhall J)e his duty to engage, and' to 

a/nd and relieve all and every of his niaje%'s (hips, . or 

: tliofe of his allies, which it Qiall Jbe his duty to aflift or 

- relieve; j^ve'ry fuch perfoa fo offending, and being cpn- 

i.^\&.ci thereof, (ly the fentence of a.pourt*martiaI^ ihall 

fufFer death," ' ' . ' 

f ; .W.hpn the court-martial tranfmitte^ a copy of their 

• .proceedings to the board of admiralty, tjiey liKewife fcnt 

their lordfhips a letter, which concluded in thefe terms: 

— " We cannot help laying the diflreflfes of our minds 

. before your lordfhips on this occafion, iu finding ourfelves 

under a necefCty of condemning a man to death, from the 

great feverity of the I2th article of war, part of wKchhc 

falls under, and which admits of no mitigation, even if. 

the crime ihould be. committed by an error in judgment; 

* an<i 
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and therefore for our own confciences' fake, as well as ii) 
juftice to the prifoner,' we pray your lordfliips, in the 
mod earneft manner, to recommend him to his majefty's 
clemency." 

The lorJs of the admiralty, inftead of complying with 
the requeft of the court-martial, tranfmittcd their letter lo 
the king, with copies of their proceedings; and a letter 
from themfcives to his majefty, fpecifying a doubt with 
regard to the Tegality of the fentence, as the crime of 
negligence, for which the admiral had been condemned, 
was not expreifed in any part of them ; at the fame 
time copies of two petitions from George, lord vif- 
count Torrington, in behalf of his kinfman, admiral 
Byng, were fubmiticd to his majefty's royal wifdom and 
determination. All the friends and relations of this un- 
happy man employed and exerted their influence and 
jntereft for his pardon ; and, as circumftances had 
appeared fo ftrong in his favour, it was fuppofed that 
the royal mercy would be extended for his prefer- 
vaiion. But infamous arts were ufed to whet the favage 
appetite of the populace for bloodi The cry of venge- 
ance was loOd throirghout the land. Sullen clouds of 
cruel malevolence inferpofing were faid to obitrnft 
the genial beams of the bell virtue that adorns the 
throne ; and the fovercign was given to underftand, that 
the execution of admiral Byng was a meafure abfolutely 
neceflary to appeafe the fury of the people. His majefty, 
in confequence of the reprefentation made by the lords of 
the admiralty, referred the fcijtencc to iheconfideration 
of the twelve judges, who were unanimoufly of opinion 
that the fentence was legal. This report being tranf- 
niitted from the privy council to the admiralty, their 
iordlhips ilTued a warrant for executing the fentence of 
death on the 28th day of February. Admiral Forbes 
alone refufed to fign the warrant, for the following very 
honourable and c»nfcientious reafons: 

" It may be thought great prefumption in me to differ 
from fo great auihorily as that of the twelve judges ; but 
vrhen a man is called upon to fign his name to an adl 
which is to give authority to the (hedding of blood, he 
ought to be guided by his own coufcience, and not by the 
opinions of other men, 

" la 
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^* In the cafe before us, it is not the merit of admijcal 
Byng that I confider ; whether he deferves de^th or not, 
it is not a queftion for me to decide ; but whether or not 
Ills life can be taken away by the fentence pronounced on 
him by the court-martial , and after having fo clearly ex- 
plained their motive for pronouncing fuch,a fej^ite^ce, is 
the point which alone has employed my nioft ferious jconit* 
deration. 

** The 1 2th article of war, on which admiral Bvng's 
fentence is grounded, fays, (according to my linderfrand- 
ing of its meaning) *^ that every perion, wJiQ, \si licoe of 
i£tion, (hall withdraw, keep back, or not (Come.jinto fight, 
or do his utmoft, &c. through motives of cowardice, n^^ 
]igence, or difaffeftion, ih^l fuffer death." /The co^« 
martial does, in exprefs words, acquit admiral Byng of 
cowardice and difaiFe£lion, and does not name the word 
jiegligence. Admiral Byng does not, as I conceive, iall 
under the letter or defcnptioq of the X2th article of war. 
. It may be faid that negligence.is implied, though the word 
is not mentioned, otherwife tjie court-martiarwfipld Qot 
have brought his oficnce lender the 12th article,- having 
acquitted him of cowardice and dilaiFei&ion* >But it Ofutt 
be acknowledged that the negligence implied, cannot.be 
wilful negligence ; for wilful negligence, , in admiral 
Byng's fituation, muft have proceeded ejther from cow- 
ardice or difaiie^ion ; and ne is exprefslv acquired' of 
both thefe crimes; befides, thefe crimes, which* are imp^ed 
only, and not named, may indeed* Juftifyfufpicjipnjfnd 
private opinion, but cannQt fatisfy the confcience^ia Qf& 
of blood. 

** Admiral Byng's fate was referred to a court-n^rtial. 
His life and death were left to their opinions. ;Thecovrt- 
martial condemn him to death becaufe, as they, exprefsly 
fay, they were under a neccffity of doing fo by reafbii of 
the letter of the law, the feverity of which they complain 
of, bccaufe'it admits of no mitigation. The court-martiat' 
exprefsly fay, that for the fake of their confciences, aa, 
well as in juftice to the prifoner, they muft eameftly re- 
commend him to his majefty fbr mercy. It is evident 
then, that, in the opinions and confcience$ of the judges^ 
he was not defcrving of death. • 

Tho 
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** The quellion then is, (hall the opinions or neceffitces 
of the court-martial determine adoiiral Byng's fate ? If 
it (hould be the lattei* he will be executed contrary to the 
intentions and meaning of hits judges ; if the former, his 
life is not forfeited ; his judges declare him not deferving 
death ; but, miftaking either the meaning of the law, or 
the nature of his offence, they bring him under an article 
of war, whicby according to their own defcription of his 
offence, he does not» I conceive, fall under ; and thta 
they condemn him to death, becaufe, as they fay, the law 
admits of no mitigation. Can a man's life be Itaken 
away by fuch a fenteoce? I would not willingly be 
mifunder flood, and have it believed that I judge of admi- 
ral Byng's deferts ; that v\ras the bufinefs of a court-martial^ 
imd it is my duty only to adraccording to my confcieooe; 
which, after deliberate confideration, aflifled by the beft 
light a poor underftanding can afford it, remains dill in 
doubt ; and therefore I cannot confent to flgn a warranty 
whereby the fentence of the court-tnartial may be^ carried 
into cDdecution, for I cannot help thinking, that however 
criminal admiral Byng may be, his life is not forfeited by 
that fentence. I do not mean to find fault with other 
irien's opfnions ; all I endeavour at is, to give reafons for 
my own ; aiid all I defire or wiih is, that I may not be 
mifunderftood. I do not pretend to judge adoxiral 
Byng's deferts, or give any opinion on the propriety of 

the afi. Signed, 6th Feb. 1757, at the Admiralty, 

J^. Forbes." 

Though mercy was denied to the viSim, the crowa 
feemed refolved to do nothing that fhould be thought incon* 
liflent with law. A member of parliament*, who had fat 
Aipon the cotirt-martial at Portfmouth, rofe qp in his place 
and made application t6 the houfe of commons, in behalf of 
himfelf and leveral other members of that tribunal, praying 
the interferance of legiilature to releafe them from the oatn 
of fecrecy impofed on courts-martial, that they ttiight 
difclofe the grounds on which fentence of death had pained 
on admirar Byng, and, perhaps, difaover fuch circum^ 
fiances as might fhew the fentence to be improper. 
Although this application produced no refolution in the 
houfe, the king, on the 26th tlay of - February, fenta 
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tneflage to the commons^ by Mr, Secretary Pitt, import* 
ingy that though he had determined to let the law take 
its courfe with relation to admiral Byng, and reflfted all 
folicitations to the contrary, yet, as a member of the 
houfe had exprelled Tome fcruples about the fcntence^ hift 
majefty had thought fit to refpite the execution of it> 
that there might be an opportunity of knowing, by the 
feparate examination of the members of the court-martial, 
upon oath, what grounds there were for fuch fcruples; 
and that his majefty was refolved ftill to let the fentence 
be carried into execution, unlefs it (hould appear, from the 
faid es^amination, that admiral Byng was unjuftly con- 
demned. The fentence might be Itridtly legal, and at 
the fame time very fevere, according to the maxim, Jum^ 
mum jus Jumyna injuria^ in fuch cafes ; and, perhaps, in 
fuch cafes only the rigour of the law ought to be foftened 
by the lenient hand of the royal prerogative. That this 
was the cafe of admiral Byng appears from the warm and! 
eager interceflion of his jury ; a fpecies of interceffion 
which hath generally, if not always, prevailed at the foot 
of the throne, when any thins favourable for the criminal 
had appeared in the courfe oi the trial : how much more 
then might it have been expeded to fucceed, when tsix^ 
neftly urged as a cafe of confcience, in behalf of a maa 
whom his judges had exprefsly acquitted of cowardice 
and treachery, the only two imputations that rendered hinU 
criminal in the eyes of the nation. Such an interpofitioa 
of the crown in parliamentary tranfadions was irr^;ular^ 
unneceflary, and at another juncture might have been 
produ£tive of violent heats and declamation : at prefent^ 
however, it pafled without cenfure, as the effeft of inat- 
tention rather than a defign to encroach upon the privi« 
leges of the houfe. 

The meiTage being communicated, a bill was imrnedi- 
ately brought in to releafe the members of the court* 
martial from the obligation of fecrecy, and patfed through 
the lower houfe without oppofition ; but iii the houfe of 
lords it appeared to be deltitute of a proper* foundation. 
They fent a meflage to the commons, deiiring them to 
give leave that fuch of the members of the court-martial, 
as were members of that boufe, might attend their lord- 
ihips,. in order to be exaniined on the fecond reading of 

the 
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the bill : accordingly they and the reft of the court-martial 
attending anfwered all queftions "Without hefitatiori. 
As they did not infift upon any excufe, nof ptoduce any 
fatisfadory reafon for fhewing that the man they had 
condemned was a proper objeft of mercy, their lordfhips 
were of opinion there was no occaiion for pafling 
any ftich bill; which, therefore, tliey almoft unanimoufly 
rejeded. It is not eafy to conceive what ftrpnger reafons 
could be given for proving Mr. Byng an objeft of mercy 
than thofe mentioned in the letter fent to the board of 
admiralty^ by the members of the court-martial, who 
were empowered to try the imputed offence, confequently 

- muft have been deemed well qualified to judge of his 

- condud. 

The unfortuate admiral being thus abandoned to his 
fate, prepared himfelf for death with refignation 
and tranquillity. He maintained a furprifing chear- 
. fulnefs to the laft ; nor did he, from hi^ cpndemnation |o 
his execution, exhibit the leaft fign of impatience or ap-^ 
prehenfion. During that interval he had remained on board 
of the Monarqiie, a third rate (hip of war, anchored in 
the harbour of Portfinouth, under a ftrong guard, in cuf- 
tody of the marflial of, the admiralty. On the 14th of 
March, the day fixed for his execution, the boats be- 
longing to the fquadron at Spithead, manned and 
armed, containing their captains and officers, with a 
detachment of marines, attended this folemnity in the 
harbour, which was alfo crouded with an infinite number 
of other boats and veflels, filled with Ipedlators, About 
noon, the admiral having taken leave.of a clergyman, and 
two friends who accompanied him, walked out of the 
great cabin to the quarter deck, vvhcre tA^o files of marines 
wfire ready to execute the fentcnce. He advanced with a 
firm deliberate itep, a compofed and refolute countenance, 
apd refolved to fufFer with his face uncovered, until his 
friends reprefenting tiiat his looks would, poffiblv, inti- 
midate the foldiers and prevent theni from takmg aim 
properly, he fubmitted to their requeft, threw his hat on 
the. deck, kneeled on a cufhion, tied one handkerchief 
over his eyes, and dropped the other as a fignal for his 
executioners, who fired a volley fo decifive, that five balls 
pafTed through his body, and he dropped down dead in an 

inflant. 
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inftant* The time confumed In bringing this tntgedv to . 
a conclufion^ that is to fay, from his wdking out ox the 
cabin till his remains were depofited in the c^n, did not 
exceed three minutes. 

Such was the unhappy end of the unfortunate John fivng^ 
ivhoy as it has been trequently remarked^ feems t6 nave 
$een raflily condemned, meanly given up, and cruelly tsb- 
crificed to the fafety or popularity of men who had no juft 
claim to either. His own fentiments of his fate he 
avowed when on the verge of eternity, and there was no 
longer any caufe of di(Timulation» in the following decla- 
ration, which , immediately before his death, he delivered 
to the marihal of the admiralty. 

** A few moments will now deliver me from the vi- 
tulent perfecution, and frufirate the farther malice of my 
enemies ; lior need I envy them a life fubjed to the fen- 
fations my injuries, and the Injuftice done mc muft create, 
perfuaded as I am that juftice will be done to my reputation 
hereafter ; the manner and caufe of railing and keeping up 
the popular clamour and prejudice againft me will be feen 
through ; I (hall be confidered (as I now perceive myfelf) 
a vidlim deilined to divert the indignation and refentment 
of an injured and deluded people from the proper objeds; 
xny enemies themfelves muft now think me innocent* 
Happ^ for me, at this my laft moment, that I know my 
own innocence, and am confcious that no part'of my 
country's misfortunes can be owing to me. I heartily 
wifli the (hedding my blood may contribute to the hap- 
pinefs and fervice of my country, but cannot jrefign.my 
juft claim to a faithful difcharge of niy duty, ^tccoiSng to 
the beft of my judgement, and the utmoft exertion otmj 
ability for his majefty^s honour, and my country's fervioe* 
J. am forry my endeavours were not attended with more 
fuccefs, and that the armament under my command proved 
too weak to fucceed in an expedition of fuch moment* 
Truth has prevailed over calumny and fal&hbody and 
juftice has wiped oiF the ignominious fbin of my fuppbfcd 
Hvant of perfonal courage, and the charge of difafrealon* 
' My heart acquits me of thefe crimes ; but who cao be 
pfefumptuouity fure of his own judgement? If my 
crime is an error in judgement, or dinering in opinioa 
from my judges ^ and if yet the error in judgement flionkl 

• Is 
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be on their fide, God forgive them, as I do ; and may the 
diilrefs of their minds, and uneaiinefs of their cotifciences, 
which in juflice to me they have rcprefcntcd, be believed, 
and fubfide, as my rcfentment has done. The Supreme 
Judge fees all hearts and motives ; and to him I mull fub- 
mit the jullice of my caufe." 

Minillcrs, indeed, could not, perhaps, have made a worfe 
choice than they did in appointing Mr. fiyng to his lalt 
command. It ended in the deftruiSion of his own fame 
and life, and tended, at leaft in the minds of all impartial 
men, to excite the higheit indignation againll ihofe who 
had firll appointed, and afterwards difpatched him on a 
fervice, which certainly not his force, nor it may be his 
abilities, were competent to the execution of. As a com- 
mander he was, as has been already obferved, far from being 
popular. He was audere, rigid, almoft to a degree of 
undue oppreflion, and proud even beyond comparifon; 
deliitute, by na.ture, of thofe conciliating qualities which 
create love and eftcem, fortune had, on her part, denied 
him the means of acquiring admiration and popularity* 
by withholding from him all opportunities of crealingto 
himfelt either. Though we cannot by any means ac- 
quiefce in what his enemies moft indecently, violently, 
and untimely infilled on, that he was deficient in perfonal 
aflivily of mind, or vthat In plainer terms is called cou- 
rage, yet we cannot but fairly confefs, we do not imagine 
him to have poiTeiTed that ardent fpirit of enierprife which 
might have enabled him to furmount the feveral diHicul- 
ties that unfonanaiely furrounded him ; the evidence 
adduced againft him, on his trial, fully confirms and 
ftrengihcns us in this opinion. 

Mr. Weft, whofe charaiSler remained perfe^lly unim- 
peached by all parties, a circumftance rather uncommon 
foe a colleague m an unfortunate command, declared, on 
the trial, he faw no reafon why the rear divifion, com- 
nandcd by Mr. Byng, could not have engaged the enemy 
as clofe as the van ; and that no fignal was made to chace 
when the French gave way. Captain Young alfo, of the 
Intrepid, corroborated this evidence, and depofed, that 
the lofs of his fore-top-maft did not appear to prevent 
the rear divifion fiom bearing down upon the enemy. 
Captain Gard'mcr, when called upon for his uftimony. 
Vol. IV. M ., proved, 
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proved, that he advifed Mr. Byng, repeatedly^ <o bear 
down, but without efFcA ; for that, oh the day of aftioHf 
the admiral took the entire command of the fliip upon 
himfelf. 

Thefe circumllanccs were infilled on with much firm« 
nefs as fo many proofs of backwardnefs and timidity^ 
This was certainly judging too harflily^ for all the 
officers who were near his perfon during the aStion, and 
whoy confequently had the faireft opportunity of fonnim 
an accurate judgement of the ftate of his mind^ which on 
fijch occafions is certainly not to be concealed, were 
unanimous in agreeing, that he difcovered not die fnoalleft' 
ftgns of conftiflon or want of perfonal courage, but gave 
his orders through th6 whdle bufmefs very diftin&ly, and 
with the grcateif apparent coolnefs. The truth, candidly 
and impartially fpeaking, appears to have been, that he was 
too great an obferver of forms, ancient rules of dilciplinet 
and what, if we may be allowed the term, iriay be called 
naval etiquette *. He deferved rather the charader of a 
parade officer than of a great commander ; this is very evr-* 
dent from his too Arid attention to that pradice which on 
many occafionshas been undoubtedly neceflaiyyaiidfrom hb 
unfortunate perfeverance in keeping the fignal for the line 
df battle flying, inftead of hoifting that for a general chace. 
From the firft moment of his difcovering the French fleet, 
fill the commencement of the adion, he is faid to haie 
repeatedlv exclaimed, ** that he would not fall into that 
error with which Mr. Math);ws was charged^ and which 
proved his ruin," that of gallantly engaging the enemy 
before his line of battle was formed. Thus we fee, how 
delicate ought to be the condud, how clear the judge* 
ment, and decifive the execution of a naval conmianderi 
vvhen the fame fyftem and raealures, which oh one occa-* 
fion are ruinous and deflrudive, both to the country and 
the conxmander, would atafubfequenttime, if perfevered' 
in with fpirit, have, probably, preferved the former ffoot 
diigrace, and the .latter from an ignominious death. 

Reviewing the whole tranfadtion, future ages can 
fcarcely avoid confldering Mr. Byng as a true vidim, to 



* Ordering cbc Deptford to quit the Iidc, becaufe he bid one ihip ' 
i^ore thaa the enemy, is alb^a y^ry fofideat proof of thit^ 
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the miHakes of others, beftowing on them the lightcft 
term. In whatever rcfpefl he really might be deficient 
u a commander, the blame certainly attaches, in a much 
ftronger degree, to thofe who fent him on fuch a fervice, 
than to himfelf, who was, if at all, naturally incompetent 
to the talk impofed on him. But if it be admitted that 
die failure primarily, if not entirely, arofe from a real 
deficiency of force, or its being inadequaie lo the fervice 
en account of its ill-equipment, then the malice of his 
enemies is completely ntanifen, and (he innocence of the 
iulmiral becomes Too apparent even for cavil or doubt. 
Of the latter this unfortunate man appears to have enter- 
tained the ilrongeft innate convi£iion, for at the moment 
of his condemnation he had made every preparation to 
leave Portfrnouth with that degree of triumph, which a man 
■light be fuppofed to difplay when delivered honourably 
from the malice, and vengeance of his enemies. 

EDWARDS, John, — was, on the 9th of November 
1727, appointed captain of the Pearl Frigate. He was 
loon afterwards fent, in the fame (hip, to the Welt 
Indies, where he died, on the ift of September 1731. 

GASCOIGNE, John, — is faid to have been promoted 
to the rank of captain in the navy, and appointed to the 
Greyhound on the 5th of December 1727 : but this ap- 
pears, from fome private chcumftances, rather a maner 
of doubt. We believe him to have been only ading 
Captain of the Greyhound, and not to Have been advanced 
to the above rank till the 35th of January 1728, when he 
was commiHioned to the Aldborough frigate. He had no 
coufequenlial appointment after this till the rupture had 
Ukenplacewiih Spain, in 1739; he was then made captain 
of the Buckingham, of feventy guns. When the rein- 
ibrcement was ordered to the Weft Indies, under fir 
Chaloncr Ogle, in order to enable Mr. Vernon to under- 
take the expedition againd Carthagena, Mr. Gafcoigne 
was removed into theTorbay, of eighty guns, as Aicceflbr 
to captain Chriltopher Parker, who retired ; he wasconfe- 
'^uently prefent at every operation of that unfuccefsfiil 
Aimament, and returned to Europe with Mr. Leilock in 
1741 ; for fome time he remained on tha BritiOi llatioo, 
'lere there being no enemy to contend with, he confe- 
M % quently 



»So 1.1 VES AMD CRAIACTCIS OF 

qTicr.t!)" had r.ot an opportunity of diftinguiibing hitnfeif. 
Ir. 174.3 he was ordered to the \Ied'»iexTanean with a rein- 
forcement to th. .ett there. He was prefent at the well- 
known encounter ofr Toulon, being ilationed as one of 
the fe»:onds to Mr. Leilock. HeeWaped, however, being 
in ar y decree involved with bis principal, ci-en in that 
degree of ob'.cquy which ir.veloped many who were not 
crimiiiai'.y ch*2r^ed. 

He continued in the Mediterranean for a confideiabk 
time after the adion, and in the beginning of the year 
1745 had, occafionally, a temporary command under vice- 
admiral Rowley of a divifion oi the neet ; but the ferviceson 
which he was employed do not require any particular 
commemoration. Soon after his return to England he 
appears to have retired from the fervlce, as it does not 
appear he ever received a fubfequent commiflion. In the 
n:o'.th of July 174.7, he was put on the fuperannuated lift, 
w ith the rank and half- pay of a rear-admiral« He died in 
Enkfland on the 29th of IVIay 1753. 
. HERVEY, Hon. William, — was the third Ton of 
John, fird earl of Briftol, and Elizabeth his wife, fole 
daughter and heirefs of fir Thomas Felton, of Playford, 
in the county of SuflTolk, baronet, comptroller of the 
houfehpld to her majefty queen Anne. He was born on 
the 25th of December 1699, and having entered into the 
iea fervice, was, after pafling through the ufual ftations of 

Probation, appointed captain of the Poole on the 2d of 
une 1727. He was very foon afterwards promoted to 
the Kinfale, a fifth rate of forty guns, one of the fleet 
colleded under the command of fir Charles Wager dur- 
ing the years 1729 and 30, but which never proceeded to 
fea during that period. He accompanied the fame ad- 
miral on his expedition to the Mediterranean in 1731. 
. When the fleet arrived off Cape St. Vincent, captain 
Harvey was charged, bv the admiral, with a compliment, 
to the governor of Cadiz, giving him notice of the fleet's 
arrival. He was moreover in(lru£l^d to declare to his exr 
Cjdlcncy, tliat fir Charles would falute the town of Cadi^ 
\Yith hftecn ^iins, provided he could be afTured an equal 
n/iniber would be returned. The govemor received this. 
iiicfl'age with the greatcfl civility, and readily agreed t» 
the propoi'al. Captain Harvey was afterwards dispatched 
to Leghorn on an errand alinofl fimilar, and was equally 

happy 
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happy in adjufting all matters relative to the introdudion 
of the Spanifh troops into the fcveral garrifons belonging 
to the territories bequeathed^ by the duke of Parma^ to 
don Carlos of Spain. We 6nd no other memion made 
of hiitt till after the commencement of hoftilities with 
Spain in 1739. During the following fumnier he com- 
manded the Superb, of fixty guns, one of the fleet em- 
ployed in the thannel under the commanfi of fir Jonri 
Norris. He was afterwards ordered to accompany fir 
Chaloner Ogle to the Weft Indies, when fent with the 
reinforcement to Mr. Vernon. That fleet was, foon 
after it quitted the Britiih Channel, overtaken by a violent 
tempeft, in confequence of which captain Hervey, toge- 
ther with the captains Townfend and Ofhorn, of the 
Shrewfbury and Prince of Orange, were compelled to put 
into Liibon ; captain Hervey afterwards proceeded to the 
Weft Indies in the month of February; but was not pre- 
fent at the attack of Carthagena*. 

This gentleman, though f(t nobly defcended and ho* 
noiirably educated, appears to hav^ been very ill-qualified 
for a liaval command ; auftere in his difpofition, even to 
a degree. of cruelty,, he became at once an obje6): both of 
terror, and hatred to his people. The natural violence of 
his difpofition encreafed to af) height- no longer to be 
endured: having treated his oflicers, particularly lieu- 
tenant Hardy, with the moft unmerited and unwar- 
rantable feverity, aiid the crew in general with a rigour 
bordering on barbarity, a general complaint was prefer- 
red flgainft him on his return to England : he was, in con- 
fisquence, put under an arreft, and brought to a court- 
martial, which was held at Spithead on the 19th of Au- 
Eft 1742. He appears to have been very defervedly 
itenced to be caftiiered, and was declared incapable of 
holding any fubfequent ccmimand in the navy. 

He married, on the 27th of November 1729, Elizabeth, 
daiifi;hter of Thomas Bridge, of Portfmouth, in the county 
of &uthampton, efq. This lady died in childbed, on the 
13th of July 1730, of a daughter, named Elizabeth. Mr. 
ricrvcy bimfelf lived to the advanced age of fcventy-feven, 
and died in the month of January 1770. 

* In the month of Scpieobcr he captured, after fome reftOancc, the 
Cooftantj 9 Spanifli regifier Ihip, mounting 84 carriage and 10 fwivel 
gmt, having bn board a very valuable cargo of gold, dollars, and cocoa. 

M 3 LONG, 
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LONG, Robert, — was, on the 21 ft of March 1726*7, 
appointed captain of the Shoreham frigate. We find 
very little mention made of this gentleman, his name 
never occurring till upwards of two years after the 
commencement of the war with Spain, in 1739 ; he was 
then appointed to the Ruflel, of eighty guns, one 
<if the mips ordered for the Mediterranean under Mr. 
I&)wley, as a reinforcement to admiral Mathews. He 
was prefent at the a'dion off Toulon, being ftationed at 
one of the feconds to vice-admiral Leftock. He was not, 
however, in the fmallell degree, involved in the number 
of thofe unfortunate men who contributed to the dilgrace 
of that day. On the evening of the ^Stion Mr. Mathews, 
finding his own ihip, the Namur, very much difabled, 
fliifted his flag on board the Ruifel, which is is the only 
particular mention we find made of that (hip. Mr. Long 
continued to ferve in the Mediterranean for foizic oonfi- 
derable length of time after this ; but on his return to 
England appears to have retired from the fervice, being 
one of the many officers put on the fuperannuated lift» 
ivith the half-pay a^d rank of a rear-admiral, on die 2lft 
of July 1747. He died, in England, on the 6th of July 
1771. 

MEAD, Samuel,(2d) — ^wasonAugufta9,I727jappoint- 
fd captain of the Deal Caftle, or as other accoonls uqr, of 
the Dolphin. He 4s faid, by Mr. Hardy, to have been, in 
the early part of his life, in tlie fervice of the South Sen 
company ; but we rather apprehend this employment to 
have been fubfequent to his taking rank as a pm captain 
in the navy. He is very little known in the iervice ns an 
officer, but appears to have beep a perfon of confidemUo 
efprit and confequence, as a man of Letters and under- 
{landing. The only fubfequent mention we find made of 
him in the fervice, is, that in the year 1741 h» ivaa 
commander of the Duke, of ninety guns (mofl pio« 
bably as captain under commodore JSrown) one of li|e 
Channel fleet under fir John Norris. From the 9th of 
September 1742, he totally retired from an afiive em- 
ployment as a naval officer, being at that time appointed 
one of the commiffioners of the cuftoms, a ftatieo hb 
retained till bis death, and was, for the fpace of 
thirteen years, fenior captain on the lift, as he continued^ 

notvitb^ 
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notwithftanding his civil appointment, to retain his naval 
rank. Several years previous to his deceafe he waselei^cd 
a fellow of the royal fociety, and died in an advanced 
Bge on the 2ift of Oftober 1776. 

MILLER, WUiiam,— v/as, on the i8ih of November 
1727, appointed captain of the Soltbay, and does not 
appear to have ever obtained an higher command than that 
of a frigate. In the year 1736 he fell into a very violent 
xnd unhappy derangement of mind, from which he is not 
believed ever to have recovered. He died fomelitncin tb« 
year 1749. 

PI I MAN, Samuel,— -The name of this gentleman i( 
inferted by Mr. Hardy, as well as in fome MS. lifts, ai 
a captaii) in the navy; but it i^ omitted in the greateir 
numuer of ihofe of the latter defcripiion. According to 
Mr. Hardy he was appointad captain of the Pearl frigate 
on the 9th of November •, and died in the Weil Indies 
ia private account fays at Antigua) on October 5, 1728. 
; POCKLINGTON, Chvilfopher,— was, on the utii 
of November 1727, appointed captain of the Port Malum. 
"Notwithftanding we entertain 00 duubt of his having held 
many other commands, we do not find any of them par- 
ticularly fpecificd, except that of the Oeptford, a fourtb 
rate of (ixtyguns^ to which (hip he was appoinied, in 
confcquence of the rupture with Spain, in 1739. In the 
early part of the fucceeding feafon he commanded the 
fame (hip. employed in the Channel under ftr John 
Norris. He tiuitted it when the fleet returned in poet, 
on that ihip being ordered for the Weft Indies under fir 
Chaloner Ogle. Not finding him in any fubfequent 
' command, it may be not URreafonabiy prefumed he- quil- 
ted the line of aftive fervice, which we know him to have 
retired from altogether, in the month of July 1-747, being 
put on the fuperannuated lift, with the rank and iia1f-pay 
of a rear-admiral. He died, in England, in the month of 
Oaobcr 1766, 

PRICE, John -This gentleman is faid to have been 

ippointed captain of the Superbe, by the commander-in- 
chief in the Weil Indies, on the 2d of June 1727. He 
died there on ihe 27th of Depember folluwing; and there 
appears fome doubt whether his rank was ever confiimwd. 

• AMc>BounriummaM6,)inilateiihliiDbeaiD>aak«,indt]kM 
the aWe cammiKoo wU dalcd on ihc loih at O^ber. 

M 4 TREVOR, 
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TREVOR, John, — ^was, on the 15th of Febniaiy 
1726-7, appointed captain of the Siiccefs ilorefliip. 
Some accounts make this gentleman to have been captain 
of the Revenge, one of the Ihips of the line put in co«<- 
miffion in the month of November 1733, as a guard 
againft any fudden 'rupture vyith Spain. This circum* 
ftance is not, however, very clearly and pofitivcly eftab* 
liflied, for there were at that time tour gentlemen of the 
name of Trevor captains in the navy ; and the ftrideft 
enquiry cannot, in many inftances, lead us to any certain 
dircrimination between them. In the year 1735 this 
gentleman commanded the Defiance, of lixty guns,; one 
of the (hips compofing the fleet fent to Lifflxm under fir 
John Norris. In' this (hip he continued many years *» 
and was employed, under Mr. Vernon, in the expedition 
againft Carthagena: he was afterwards (latioiied as a 
cruifer off the coaft of Cuba, where he had the good for- 
tune to capture a Spani(h packet with a con(idenible 
quantity of fpecie on board. He died at fea, while dius 
occupied, before the conclufion of the year. 
. WARREN, Sir Peter, K. B.--was the defcendant of 
an, ancient and refpe£kable family in Ireland. ■ Haying 
Retaken himfelf to a naval life, he was, on the . igth en 
June 1727, appointed to command the Grafton, lone of 
lour (hips of the line fent out, under (ir George Waltony 
to join fir Charles Wager, who had at that time the Me* 
^iterranean and Li(bon command. He did not longcoi^ 
tinue in this (hip, having been, foon after hiif arrival at 
Gibraltar, removed into the Solebay frigate, for the pur- 
pofe of carrying out, to the Weil Indies, the king of 
-gain's orders for executing there the prdinlinarieS'Of 
peace ftipulated and agreed upon on his maj.efty's part, 
, which having received, he proceeded on the. above iervioe 
on May 5, 1728, N. S. Having executed his conuniffion 
far as related to the Weft Indies, he proceeded, incompli- 
ance with his inftru£lions, to Carolina t, from whence he 

stoturned^ 

* I " • 

* Iq 1740 he proceeded to the Wed ladies as oae of the convey 10 
a numerous fleet of m.Tchani Ihips. 

f Whitehall, Novemher the ]5rh. — -— By a letter from caplaia 
Warren commander of his majeily's fhip the Solebay, dated ft-Soulb 
Carolina, Odober 1, we have the following actfoant, '* that, purfu* 
ant to commodore St. Loe's orders, be failed oo the lothof Jnncfroia 
Port Royal, and the 3d of Joly anchored at La Vara Cniz; fram 

thence 
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returned in ihe following year, and was, immedialely oq 
his arrival in England, appointed lo the Leopard, of fifty 
gtins,on8of the fleet which, during the current and enfuing 
year.rendezvouredaiSpilhead under the command of IJrC. 
Wager. He commanded this Ihip till aflcrihe year 1735, 
in which year he accompanied iir J. Norris 10 ilifton. 

We do not find any farther mention made of him tlU 
after the rupture wllh Spain, when, as late as the year 
.1 741, he had no higher command than that of the Squirrel, 
a twenty gun (bip, on the American flation. In 1742 
Jie commanded the Launcelion of forty guns; but the only 
memorable mention we find made of him is, his having 
captured the Peregrina privateer, mounting fourteen 
carriage and four fwivel guns, in company with ca^ 
lain Edward Aylmer of ihe Port Mahon. He was 
fomedme afterwards promoted to the Superbe, of HxXf 
Lguns; and being ordered to the, Weft Indies, was left, by 
in Chaloner Ogle, commodore i>f a fmall fQuadronon the 
'Antigua ftation. He very much dilf inguilhed himfelf hy 
his extraordinary exertions while employed in this fervice, 
for, having taken a Aation off Martinique, his fqu^dron in 
a very fhorltimecapturedupwardsof twenty valuable privet, 
one of ihcm a rcgilter Oiip, taken by the Woolwich, va- 
lued at 250,000!. in the year 1745, a projefl having 
been formed at Boflon, in New England, to furprize the 
<riiy of Lonifhourg, the capital of Cape Breton, Mr. 
Warrert was ordered to repair to America wnth his little 
'fleet, confiding, cxclufive of his own ihip, only of the 
Launcelion and Ellham, of forty gunS each, which were, 
,fooii after his arrival on the coafl, joined by the Mermaid 
of the fame force. He arrived at Canfo, in Nova Scoda, 
on the 25lh of April, and found the troops encamped, 
they having reached the place of rendezvous upwards of 
three weeks before, under convoy of ten private armed 

ihencc hct^nl ihc kin^ of S^ain'i ordcri lo hii viceroy at Mexic^ 
the receiptor which ihai viccioy Dwned by ihc rcium of tlie poS, 

■iirun'ng caplain Wairen ihil he had given direflinni to ihe proper 
oJSceti 10 ufe all poilililc diligence and difpaich in ilie relliiulion of 
ihe Soulh Se» company's Ihipi and rIFttli, which h^d been fciied In 

'iheporlof La Vera Cim. Agrireihlr m which, on ihe SOlh of July, 

,the Pfimc Frcdi'iicfc and two oF the companv's fnowii were put inlo 
pofTefnonorihirir agents there. On ihe islhof Augufl the lupercargoct 

' were defired to begin to receive ihc cargo of the Prince Frederick." 
velicis. 
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vcflels. On the 29th the troops reimbarked, and the 
Vfhole of the arnrianient came to an anchor in Gabarus bay» 
about a league diftant from Louifbourg, on the 30th, 
Nothing couM exceed the conftemation into which the 
ttdiabitants and garrifon were thrown by this very unex- 
peded vt(it: the governor feebly endeavoured to prtvent 
the landing of the troops, by fending out a detachment of 
one hundi^ men for that purpofe ; but the feirit with 
which the invaders attacked them, compelled them to 
letire almoft without a blow. The debarkation was 
eiiedled without lofs, and xhp city formally invdSed on the 
land fide. 

Mr. Warren, who was foon afterwards joined by the. 
-Canterbury and Sunderland, of (ixty guns each, ana the 
Chefter, of fifty, all from England, blocked up the har* 
boar fo clofe, that fuch fhips as attempted to get in were 
captured, and the place was, confequently, foen reduced 
to the greateft diitrefs. The Vigilante, of (ixty guns, 
which was known to be on its pafla^ from Breft, deeriW 
laden with provifions and military ft^res, was their 11^ 
hope : this veflel was decoyed by one of the fiigsites into 
the center of Mr. Warren's fqtiadron and captured, almoft 
without refiftance*. On the nth of June Ae naval 

force 
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• We bave the followioa difitreptoiBci^l «ccooatftof ihQ icpcaled 
.iMCcefi of this diligent and tortudaic copunandcr not ooljr faring tke 
(iegc alluded to, but after the CQn^luCon of it, as it was tben unknown 
to the enemy that the place wv ib'the haadi of the Eni^ilh. 

Gazette, No. 8430. 

The letters from commodore Warren inform ut, ** that oe, in 
€omyiny with the Mermaid, bad taken a French flnp off war, of 
ixtf'hm jg;uns and five hundred and fiaty aicn, called the VinliatB 
the mar^ou de Fort Maifoa commander, bound from Breft to LooiC^ 
boQr;^, with a great number of fmal! cannon and ordnance ftotcp. 
That he had alu>, in company with one of our cruifers, t^n a fecond 
ihip with provifions, bound from France to Louifbooig. That tb^^ 
was now a regular blocksde of Louifboqig both by (ca aflQ land ; ami 
that he had put the faid Vi^lant into cprnmiflloa for bit B|a|^e%^ 
fprvice." 

" July 9S$ tyif, 

*' On the 18th inflant one of the colon^r cruifers brought in p 
large French fchooner from Quebec, laden with flour and qumbt pn^ 
vifions. On the aad a large (bip appeared in the offing, which 1 
took to be a fix ty sun fiiip ; and the next morning, at daylidit, I feat 
out the Prineefs Mary and Canterbury, and had the pleaiufe 10 (be 
. il^m, from the ramparts, take her without oppofitioii* She provea 

10 
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force receiving a confiderable augmentation by ihe arrival 
of the PrinceTs Mary, ihc Heftor, and the Lark, the 
iiege was prefled with fo much vigour, that on the r5th 
the city, and with it the whole iOand of Cape Breton, 
furrendcred. Soon as the news of (his fuccefs arrived in 
England Mr. Warren was promoted to be rear-admiral 
of the blue, his commiffion bearing date Auguft the 8ih, 
1745- 

After his return to England he appears to have enjoyed 
fome fliort repofe frem the fatigue of public bufmefs 
during the enfuing yaar ; in the courfe of which he was, 
neveithelefs, on the 14th of July, advanced to be rear- 
admiral of the white. In the beginning of the year 
17+7, he was appointed fecond in command of the fqui- 
dron fent out, under Mr. Anfon and himfelf, for the 
purpofe of intercepting the united French fqusdrons. 
bound to America and the Esft Indies, which were rc- 

Eorted to be on the point of failing from Bred. The 
Hier of thefe armaments was refcrved for a future viflory, 
ihat bound to America, under the command of monlieur 
de Jonquiere, being the only one that piK to fea. h% 
deAinaiion was the recapture of Louifbourg ; and its dif- 
comliture and capture mut), on that ground, have been 



he ibe CharroHiic, > Ficncb Eaft Icilti {hip, of ibaat 500 or 60a 
tool, liven'y-cigbt euns, and ninciy.ninc men, coinmiiidcil hv M. 
Nomvtl it U Coium. who .(Torei us that (he ii («M*pi Mr. Aiiftm'i) 
a> good a prize as bas been lakcn ihii ws[." 

" Aujuft I. 1745. 
Th« CbeQer and Mermaid bavc brought into LouilliiiurK iIm 
Heron, a French LdU, lixlia Ship From Bengal, prciiy iich< By hct 
ve lean) tbit the Triion is on her p^^c, and ihat tbia is the ap- 
pointed rendfavous for ibeir India [radc; therefore ii ii 10 be hoped 
: of (hcin wilt fall into our handi." 

" Aiiguoe, 1745. 

On ihe sd infbni the Sundttland and CheHer btougbi in t 
Treaeh Sbtf, caUcd ibc Noire Ddoie dc it Deliverance, cuaiaa 
^^etre Lilanl, of iwenly-lwo gum, and about Gxty men, From Lima 
ibc Souih Seat, for which place ihe failed froRi Cadiz in ihc year 
,'41. She bat on board, in gold and Elver, opwaida of three hun- 
dred ihouFand pounds (IcTling, and a cargo of cocoa, Heiuvian wool, 
aod Jefuiii bark. She came from Lima with two oiheri, each of 
■hem much richer than ihii; and near the banlu of Newfoundland 
■hey met with two fbipi whJch iitok ibe tuber South Sea man, while 
vilh difficatty efcaped.*^ 

parti- 
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particularly grateful to Mr. Warren, llie operations of 
the BritiOi armament have been already related in general 
terms in our account of Mr. Anfon : fuflice it therefore 
to favy on the prefent occafion, that Mr. Warren had 
happily an opportunity of fignaliiing himfclf very re- 
marKaoly in the courfe of the adion alluded to. The 
Devonlhire, of fixty-fix guns, on board which (hip he 
had hoifted his flag» got up with monfieur de Jonquiere 
himfelf, on board the Serieux; and after receiving his 
fire, which was well direSed, clofed within piftol-ihot 
and continued to engage till the Serieux ftruck. 

Mr. Warren having filenced this antagonift proceeded 
to engage the Invincible, commanded by the commodore 
de St. George, the fecond officer in the French fquadron, 
and, after a fhort time, had the fatisfa^on of feeing 
himfelf fo well feconded by the Briftol, captain Monta- 
gue, that their opponent was quickly difmafted* The 
ifliie of this memorable encounter is well known, and 
may be comprifed in very few words, ** the whole of the 
French fquadron, confiding of fix ihips of two decks, in- 
eluding the Gloire, of fortv-four guns, beiides four fri- 
gates, were taken." Mr. Warren was not forgotten "fA 
this occafion ; his gallantry was rewarded with the order 
of the Bath, a remuneration for his fervices, which beine 
honorary only, was, in all probability, more grateful to 
a man of his known opeil and generous turn of mind, 
than would have been one of a more fubftantial, and lucfap- 
tive nature. In the month of July following fir Peter, 
being ftationed with a fquadron to cruife off Cape Fini* 
fterre, fell in with, on the aid of that month, four valu- 
able merchant-ihips, convoyed by two French fhips of 
war, which ran into a bay on the ifland of Sifafgo. Sir 
Peter purfuing them, the whole ran afhore; one of the 
fhips of war, mounting forty-four guns, was fired by the 
crew and blew up before the boats of the fquadron could, 
get on board; but the merchant-fhipk were got off die' 
next day, and brought into Plymouth. On the 15th of. 
July following he was advanced to be vice-admiral of the 
white. 

Sir Peter failed again from Spithead, on a cruife, on 
-the 2d of September ; but falling fick was compelled to 
quit his command and retire to his country feat, at Weft* 

buiy. 
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bury» in Hampihire. This w^i the laft fenrice he evet 
lived to perform^ for peace beine concluded in the enfu- 
ing year.the fleet was of courfe difmantled ; and he lived 
not to fee a reniewal of, thofe times, when fervices like 
his own w^re needed. Few men ever attained^ or better 
deferved fo great a diare of popularity. He had not only 
the Angular happinefs of being univerfally courted^ 
efteemed, and beloved, but had the additional confolation 
of havine pafled through life without making, far as we 
can inveitigate, a fingle enemy. At the general eIe£tion^ 
in 1747, fir Peter was chofen repi'efentative in parliament 
for the city of Weftminfter; and, on the 12th of May 
174&, was promoted to be vice-admiral of the red. In 
1752, the death of the lord mayor (Thomas Winterbot- 
toid, efq.) of London, producing a vacancy of alderman 
for JBillingfgate ward, the citizens, who had at a previ- 
ous meetings to (hew their refpeft for fir Peter Warren, 
orefented him with the freedom of the city, and of the 
Goldfmith's company, on account of his gatlaiit behaviour 
at fea, nominated him for their alderman. 

As ibon as fir fctct was informed of* their intentions 
he very politely begged leave to^ decline accepting their 
ofTef, umng, that his charader in life mufl undoubtedly 
prevent nis being able to difcharge, with propriety, the 
duties of that important office, in confequence of this, 
the deputy and common council fent him the following 
letter, dated Billingfgate ward, June 9, 1752. 
** Honoured fir, 

*' You have given us the utmoft concern in telling us, 
thiat it is inconfiftent with your duty, and other avocations, 
to honour us in being our aldernian.' Ourfelves tn par* 
ticular, and the inhabitants in generah, of the whole ward, 
are fo truly fenfible of the greatnefs of your charader 
and true worth, that unanimity in your election wduld 
have exprefled how highly we thought ourfelves honoured 
by your acceptance of our choice ; and it is with the 
greatcft reludbince that this difappointment fliould occa-^ 
Son us, fo early as to day, to return you our fincereft 
thanks for the great civilities you have (hewn us", and for 
the further aifurance you have been pleafed to give ws of 
the honour of your friendQiip ; on which reliance we beg 
leave to make this application to you, moil earnefUy 

defiring 
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deiiring you to re-confider this mtftery hoping Fonm 
lucky incident mav ftill indfice your acceptance, that we 
may have a more joyful caufe for our expreffion of the 
seal we have for your high abilities and diftineiiiflieif 
merit, and to afliire you that vre (hall ever retain the lugheft 
ienie of the obligation you will thereby confer on, 

" Sir, 
^* Your moil obedient humble fenrants." 

Sir Peter, in return to this, immediately lent the deputy 
and common council the following anfwer. 

^< To the deputy and common^^xxmcil-meia of the wari 

of Billingfgate. 

** Cavendilh-fquare, June 9, 1752. 
** Gentlemen, 
** I am extremely obliged to my worthy friends, the 
inhabitants of your ward, for the diilinguiflied mark of 
their favour, and to you for the warm expreflions of regard 
contained in your letter of this date; but as the accept- 
ance of a civil office would interfere with the militanf 
one^ that I have the honour to hold, in which I (haft 
ever be ready to ferve my king and country, I hope i (hall 
ftand excufed in declining the (ingular honour to unani- 
mottily and obligingly conferred on, 
*« Gentlemen, 

•* Your moft obedient 
'* and obliged humble fervant, 

« P. Warein.'* 

With this letter the admiral fent the common council 
of Pillingfgate ward 200 1. one moiety to be diftrikited 
amoDgft the poor of the faid ward, and the other to be dif- 
pofed of at their difcretion. 

The deputy and common council, not fatisiied widi dii« 
anfwer, waited on fir Peter in perfon, hoping they migM> 
prevail on him to accept the office. He received them 
with great politenefs, but ftill refufed complying with 
their requeft, faying, it was incompatible with the duty he 
owed to his king and country as a naval oflker. 

NotwithlUnding this, he was chofen alderman of Bil- 
lingfgate ward; but on the a^d of. June fent a noelTags 
to the court of aldermen, dcfiring to be excufed from 

fervinji^ 
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ferving the office to which he had been elefiod, *and paid 
the fine of 500I. for that purpofe. 

Immediately after the above cvcnl fir Peter repaired to 
his native country, Ireland, where he was unhappily 
feized with a violent inflammatory fever, which put a. 
period to his exillcBCC on the 29th of July 1752. He 
was unifomily lamented by all pcrfans, who agreed there 
could not exift 3^ better, and honeJter man, or a more 
gallant officer. A fuperfj monument of white marble is 
creflcd to his memory in Weftminfter-abbcy, executed by 
that great mailer of his time, RoubiUac. Againft the wall 
is a large flag hanging to the flag-ftafF, and fpreading in 
natural folds behind the whole monument. In the front 
is a fine figure ot Hercules placing fir Peter's buft on its 
pedeflal, and on one fide is a figure of navigation with a 
wreath of laurel in her hand, gazing on "the bull with a 
look of melancholy mixed wiih adniiralion. Behind her, 
is a cornucopia pouring out fruit, corn, the fleece, &i:. 
clofe to it is a cannon, an anchor, and other decorations. 
In the front of the monument is the following tnfcrip- 
tion. 

Sacred 16 the memory of 

Sir Pkter Warren, 

Knight of the Bathi vice-admiral of the red 

Squadron of the Britifli fleet, and 

Member of Parliament 

For the ciiy and liberty of Weftminfter. 

He derived his defi;ent from an aniient 

Family of Ireland; 

His fame and honours from his virtues and 

Abilities. 

How eminent thofe were difplayed. 

With what vigilance and fpirit they were 

Exerted, 

In the various fervkes wherein he had the honour 

To command. 

And the happinefs to conquer, 

Will be more prt^erly recorded in the 

Annals of 

,1 Great Britain. 

OnthtS 'ablet atfe^ion with truth mu& fay, 

Tj»tj dcfervcdiy eftecmed in private life, 
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And univerfally renowned for his pubKei; 

Condud. 

The judicial and sallant officer 

Poflefled all the amiable qualities of die 

Friend, 

The gentleman, and the Chriftian ; 

But the Almighty, 

Whom alone he feared, and whofe gracious 

Prote&ion 
" He had often experienced. 
Was pleafed to remove mm from a place of 

Honour 

To an eternity of happinefs. 

On the 29th day of July 1752^ 

In the 49th year of his age. 



1728; 





BAKER, Edward, •— was, on the icth of A^mih, 
appointed captain of the Aldborough* The Only confe«- 
quential command in which we find this gentleman, was 
in the years 1744 and 5, when he was ciptain of the. 
Frincefs Amelia, of eighty euns. This trivial circum- 
llance is all we have been able to coUcA relative to the 
life of this gentleman, far as it was conneded with the 
naval fervice. On the 23d of July 1747, he was one of 
that confiderable number of naval officers who were jput 
on the fuperannuated Uft, with the rank and half-pay of a 
jrear admiral. He died feme time in the. year 1751* - 

BERKELEY, George,«-was, on the 27th of ^iixf 
1728, appointed captain of the Bredah. No other men* 
lion is made of him till the year 174Q,' when he com- 
manded the Windfor, of iixty guns, one of the ihips em- 
ployed on the Weil India ftation under Mr. Vernon. He 
accompanied that gentleman on the expedition againft 
Carthagena, and returned home in the month of July 
1741 with Mr* Leftock. His next appointment was to 
a tho 
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the Revenge, of feventy guns, in which fhip he was fome 
time afterwards ordered to the Mediterranean, In the 
encounter with the French and Spanifh fleeis ofFToulon, 
he was (tationed to lead the fleet on the ftarboarJ tack- 
Ashe confeqiienlly clofcd the rear of Mr. Leftock'sdivifion 
he was not in the adlion itfelf, and happily uninvolved in 
the difgrace that attended it. He did not long fnrrive his 
return from the above ftation, dying in England on the 
15th of January 1746. 

BRIDGE, Timothy, — was, on the 27ih of May 
172H, appointed captain of the Lyon, by comtnodorc 
St. Loe, to whom the chief command in the Weft Indies 
fell, on the death of admiral Hopfon. Captain Bridge 
returned to Europe foon afterwards, and is not known to 
have received any fubfcquent commillion till the i6th of 
January 1734, when he was appointed to the Antelope, 
of fifty guns. He was foon afterwards promoted to the 
Dunkirk, a laree fourth rate, and ordered to Jamaiea, 
where, on the death of commodore Dent, on Augoft 19, 
1737, he became commanding officer ; bui did not long 
tnjoy ihis honour, dying himfelf on the 6th of Oflober 
following. 

BROOKE, Edward, — was, on ihe 12th of February 
1728, appointed captain of the Southampton, or, as other 
accounts crroneouily fay, of the Anglefea. We have no 
other information concerning him, except thai he died in 
England fome time duiing the year 1738. 

DRAKE, Duncombe, — was, on the nth of January 
J 728, appointed captain of the Gofport, of forty guns, 
one of feven Ihips, all of the fame force, put into com- 
tniflion at that time. He was afterwards promoted to the 
command of the Argyle, in which flaiion he died on the 
22d of May 1734. He is buried in the chancel of the 
church of Upper Deal, in the county of Kent, a plain 
flat ftone being laid over his remains. On it is the follow- 
ing epitaph, which we have infertcd as containing an 
epitome of his life and connexions. 
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DuNCOMBE Drake, Efq. fon of fir Francis Drake^ df 
JBiickland, in Com. Devon, bart. by the daughter of fir 
Henry PoUcxfcn, lord chief juftice of the common 
pleas. He married Grace, daughter of fir Nicholas 
Trevanion, commilfioner of his majefty's dock^yard at 
Plymouth. He was one of his majefty's commiflioners 
of appeals, and commander of his majefty's Ihip Argyle 
man of war. As he lived beloved, he died lamented by 
all that knew him on the 22d of May, in the year of 
his age 4c — of our Lord 1734. 

FLEMMING, William Henry,— was, on the 26th of 
July 1728, appointed commander of the Severn. This 
commiffion was probably granted merely to give this gen- 
tleman the rank of captain, for we have not the fmalleft 
proof of his having been ever again employed. All the 
information we have concerning him -is derived from 
reaif-'admiral Hardy's Navy Lift, from which we learn that 
he died in England on the i8th of May 1771. 

FORRESTER, John *,— was, on the 6th of March 
1728, promoted to the command of the Durfley galley. 
In 1 734 he was captain of the Kinfale, of forty gans, one of 
the fliips belonging to the fquadron collected at Spitheady 
and which failed for Li{bon,in 1735, under the command 
of fir J. Norris. He was afterwards ordered in the £une 
fliip to Jamaica, and unhappily died there on the lath of 
July 1737. 

FOWKES, Henry, — in the year 1727, commanded 
the Happy, a fnow Hoop of war on the Weft India ftation, 
and had the melancholy employment of bringing 
home the corpfe of vice-admiral HoOer, with v\rhich he 
arrived at Spithead in the month of December. Imme- 
diately afterwards, that is to fay on the 4th of Jan. 1728, 
he was promoted to be captain of the Chatham; and. 
ordered back for the Weft Indies, where he himfelf 
unfortunately died on the ift of December 1729. 



• This tiniarae, which is of great antiquity, is taken from the office 
of Forefler, orjkeeper of the king's forefts, their armorial bearinga be- 
ingliuatiogliorns, &c. 

There was an ancient family of the firname of Forrefler in the 
Merfe, dcfigned of Renton, which long ago ended in an heirefs, 
married to Ellira, of Ellimford; which family again ended in anodier 
heireis, married to the anceftor of ilr Joha Home* 

LEE, 
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LEE, Hon. Fitzroy Henry, — was the ninth fon of fir 
Edward Henry Lee *, of Ditchly, in the county of Oxford, 
baronet, created earl of Litchfield by king Charles the 
Second, on his marriage with lady Charlotte Fitzroy, one 
of the natural daughters of the aforefaid king, and Barbara 
Villiers, dutchefs of Cleveland. Mr. Henry Lee having 
attached himfelf toanaval life, was, after having received 
a fuitable education, and pafTed through the feveral fub- 
ordinate ftations, appointed, on the 25th of 06tober, to 
be captain of the Looe. In 1735 he commanded the 
Falkland of fifty guns, and was afterwards appointed 
commander-in-chief, with a diftinguifhing pendant, of 
the Newfoundland fquadron, and governor of that ifland. 
He probably continued in the fame employment during 
the two or three fucceflive years, which is the time gene- 
rally limited for an officer to retain fuch a command, for 
we find no other mention made of him till a (hort time 
before the rupture with Spain in 1739 : he was then ap- 
pointed to the Pembroke, of fixty giins, and ordered to 
the Mediterranean, where he ferved under the admirals, 
Nicholas Haddock afid Mathews t, the latter of whom 
captain Lee joined at Villa Franca in the month of 

* This family of Lee, which hath been very ancient in the county 
palatine of Cbefttr, took its £rname, as is prefumed, from the lord* 
Ihip of Lee, in (he parifh of Wibonbury in the faid county ; of which 
jfamily was fir Walter at Lee, knight, who lived about the latter end of 
the reign of £d ward IIL and^ltit ilTue fir John at Lee, of Lee-ball, 
knishtjjo whom fucceeded another John, and to him Thomas, father 
of John Lee, of Lee-hall, e|q who by Margery his wife, daughter of 
fir Ralph Hocknell in conn. Ctflr. had iffue Thomas Lee, of Lee-hall, 
JFirom whom the Lees, now of Lee-hall, are defcended. 

Another fon of the faid John, and Margery his w^fe, was fienedi6^ 
I«ee, who, about the beginning of the reign of Kdward IV. came out 
pf Cbeihi e, and fettled at Quar<-ndon in the county of Bucks, and by 
Elizabeth h[s wife, daughter and heir to John Wood, of the county 
of Warwick, efq. had iffue Richard Lee, of Quarendon; which Ri- 
chard altered his arms to Ardent a Fefs between th'eeCrefccnt* Sable, 
and had iflue, by Elizabeth his wife, one o£ the daughters and co heirs 
of William. Sjiiders, of the county of Oxford, clq. four fons, viz. 
Sir Robert Lee, of Burton, in the county of Bucks, knighr , Benedi6i 
I-cc, of Hullcottc efq. Roger Lee, of Pickthorn; and John, from 
iwhom the Lees of'Binfield, in Bcrkftiire. derive their defccnt. 

f He made fome confequential prizes while on that (lation, and 
proved himfelf to have deferved, on every 0€CafioD| the charaBer of 
an adivc and diligent d£cer« 

N 2 September 
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September 174.2^ but did not continue on the fame (latiM 
for any length of time afterwards. In 1744 he com- 
manded the Edinburgh, but on what ftation is not 
known. In the month of March 1745-6, he was ap 

fointed commodore of a fmall fquadron fent to the Weft 
ndies, hoifting his broad pendant on boaid the 
Suffolk ; but not having, during his contiituance there, 
lived in perfect harmony with the inhabitants, a ctrcum-^ 
(lance by no means uncommon, fome complaints were 
raifed againft him, and tranfmitted home*, fo that his pro- 
motion to a flag was (ufpended till the matter was properly 
invedigated. His arrival foon filenced the ill-founded 
clamour; and the charge, being even without the cere* 
mony of a legal inquiry, difcovered to be totally ground^ 
lefs; Mr. Lee was, on the 15th of July 1747, promoted 
to be rear<admiral of the red, which, owing to thecircum- 
(lance already dated, was his firft flag. 

On the 1 2th of May 1748 he was advanced to be vice-* 
admiral of the white, which was the highelt rank he ever 
attained. He had been an imprudent, or what is gene- 
rally called a free liver, lliough far from having reached 
an advanced age, his conflitution became fo much impaired ; 
that he received a fevere ftroke of the palfy, of which he 
died on the i8th of April 1751. As to his charader, he 
was, particularly among the feamen, far from being po- 
pular. This difguft had arifen from his fuppofed too 
great fe verity, and appears to have been in great meafure 
improperly conceived ; for we are told, and from good 
authority, that an intimate friend mentioning this diflike 
with a good deal of furprife, the admiral anfwered, very 
ferioufly, he himfelf was as much aftoniflied as any perfon 
could be, for though he totally difregarded and defpifed 
the calumny, he could boldly defy the world to prove he 
had ever committed an ungenerous or an iU-natur^ adion. 
LINGEN, Jofliua, or Jofeph, — was, on the 26thof July^ 
appointed captain of the Ludlow Caftle. We hear nothing 
farther of him till the year 1740, when he commanded 
the Argyle ; and in the foUowmg fpring was promoted to 
the Cambridge, of eighty guns, one of the Channel fleet 
commanded by fir John Norris. On the death of captain 

* The principal charge was, that he had fuffered aa enemy's coavof 
to pa(s him unmolefied. 

Outell 
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Diirell he fucceeded him in the Elizabeth, and foon after- 
wards was ordered for tile Mediterranean, where he wa8 
not fortunate enough to meet with any particular or 
memorable opportunily of diftingui thing himfelf. He 
was prcfent at the encounter with the French and Spantfli 
fleets off Toulon ; but his being the rear (hip of Mr. Le- 
ftnck'sdivirion,exccptone,was,conft(j^iienily, not engaged. 
He neverthelefs remained totally free trom ail cenlure, but 
docs not appear to have held any command after his retmrn 
to England, and, on the 15th of July I'/^J, retired altoge- 
ther from the fervice, with the rank, and half-pay of a 
rear-admiral. He died in Ireland Tome time in the 
courfe of the year 1752. 

OSBORNE, Henry, — was, on the 4th of January 
I727-S,commiflioned as captain of the Squirrel. His next 
appointment, far as we have been able 10 colleil, was to 
the Portland, which Ihip he commanded in the Channel 
about the year 1734. In 17;?9 he was captain of the 
Prince of Orange, and was lent to the Mediterranean, 
whence he foon afterwards reiiirned to England, and was 
removed into the Litchfield, one of the Ihips ordered to 
be equipped for the Weft Indies under iir Chaluner Ogle. 
Before the failing of the fleet he returned back lohislbr- 
ifier fliip, the Prince of Orange, in which he proceeded 
10 the Weft Indies, as it is believed, by fome*, but cer- 
tainly was not prcfent at the attack of Canhagena, under 
Mr, Vernon. In the engagement with the French and 
Spanifti fleets in 1744, he commanded the Princcfs 
Caroline, of eighty guns, one of the fecoiids to Mr. 
Rowley, whom he very ably and gallantly fupported, and 
is accordingly mentioned, in very high and defcrving 
terms, by Campbell and other hiftorians. 

(n the following autumn he was appointed commodore 
of a ftjuadron ftaiioned off the Italian coalH, and on this 
occafion removed into the Eflex. The force under his 
command confided of fix Ihips of feventy guns, four of 

* Tlie Prince of Orange fultaintd (o much damage in ihe ftann 
which the flsct encountered foon aflcr it quiileiJ ilie Lhannrl, ai |g 
be one of the (hi pi which were ob1t|!ed lo run for Lilbon; and froin 
thence, wc imagiric, proceeded for the McdilerrancaQ, by a rubfequeot 
crder from England; but of thit we are noi certain. 

-I He wai afierwardi employed on a varici)' of fcrvicci, but ihefe 
were too iiivial to require auy cnlafged detail. 

N 3 fifty, 
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fifty, and three of forty; but no occurrence took place 
memorable enough to demand particular notice. In the 
monrhs of April and May he commanded a fquadron of 
twelve Ihips (lationed to cruife bftween Cape St. Vincent's 
and Cadiz, in order to watch the Spanifh fleet in that 
port. Hv r-ifurned to England in the m.mth of June, on 
board the Bartleur, and arrived at Portfmouth on the 19th 
of that month. On the 15th of July 1747, he was pro- 
moted to be rear-admiral of the red, as he was, on the 
1 2th of May followmg, to be vice of the white ; but peace 
almoft immediately fucceeding, he had no farther oppor- 
tunity either of diftinguifhing himfelf, or even being em- 
ployed till after the fubfcrquent rupture with France, in 
1756. In ^he month of May 1759, he was advanced to 
the rank of vice-admiral of the red*, and appointed to 
command a fmall fquadron ordered for the Mediterranean • 
His outfet was rather unfortunate, he being driven back 
by ftrefs of weather and obliged to put into Plymouth ; but 
failing a fhort time afterwards he made his palTage 
without any farther inconvenience. The objedl of this 
armament was the attack or blockade of fome of 'the fmall 
French fquadrons which were faid to be ready for fea at 
Toulon, or diiferent ports on that coall, intended to 
fail feparately for America, Breft, and oth-r places of their 
deflination, in the hope, that by thusdividing their force, 
they rrighi produce the fame effeft on that of Britain, and 
probably have an opportunity of eluding the vigilance 
of its commanders. 

Early in the year 1758 Mr. Ofborne, who then lay off 
Carthagena, where he had lor fome time kept M. de la 
Clue and his fquadron impounded, received inforniation 
that a fm ill detachment, confiiting of three fliips of two 
decks, and a frigate, were on the point of failing from 
Toulon, under the marquis du Qucfne, in thq .hope of 
joining De la Clue, whole force would,^.in. cafe that 
jundion was accompli fhed, have become ftifficient tq 
have enabled him to have contefted the point with fome 
appeu I ance, or hope of fuccefs. The neceflary arrange- 
menis were accordingly made to pi'event it 4 and fo judi- 
cioudy and happily, that the (hips juft mentioned, falliiig 

f ■ 

* As he was very foon afterwards to be admiral of the blue* 
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in with the Britifh fquadron on the 28th of February, two 
of them, the Foudroyant, of eighty guns, and Orphte, of 
fixty-four, were purfued and captured by different (hips, 
as will be hereafter found more particularly related in the 
lives of captains, Gardiner and Storr. The Oriflammc, 
of fifty guns, was driven on (hore under the caftle of 
Aiglos, on the coaft of Spain, by the captains, Rowley 
^nd Montague, who were prevented from effe£ling any 
farther injury to the enemy, by the refpeft always paid 
to a neutral port; the Pleiade frigate alone, made her . 
cfcape by outfailing her purfuers. 

Mr. Ofborne, after having difpatched the feveral fhips 
in purfuit, as already ftated, ttood in for Carthagena with 
the remainder of his fquadron to watch the motions of 
-De la Clue, who continued quietly at anchor without 
making the fmalleft attempt to refcue his companions, by 
pufliing out and engaging Mr. Ofborne *. This was the 

laft 

I ■ ■ ' ' ■■■■ - ■ ' . ■ ' 

* The following is the official account given by the admiral of the 
foregoing brilliant fuct^fs. 

' " On the 28th' of laft month, betweep Cape de Gatt and Cartha- 
gena, I fell in with M.De Qucfne, in the Foudroyant of eighty, the 
Orpheus of fixty-four, the Oriflamme of fifty, and the Pleiade of 
twenty- four guns, which were the four fliips fent from Toulon to 
reinforce M. De la Clue at Carthagena. On their feeibg my (quadron 
they immediately difperfed, and fteered different courfes; on which 
I detached (hips after each of them, whilft, with the body of my fqua- 
dron, 1 flood off the bay of Carthagena to watch their fquadron there; 
and about feveh in the evening captain Storr, in the Revenge of fixty- 
four, fup{)ortcd by captain Hughs, in the Berwick of iixty-three, and 
captain Evans, in the Pref)on of fifty guns, took the Orpheus, com- 
manded by M. de HervilJe, with five hundied and two men. Cap^ 
tain 'Gardiner, in the Monmouth of fixty-four, fupported by captain 
Stanhope, in tb6 Swiftfure of feventy, and captain Harvey, in the 
Hampton Court of fixty-four guns, about ot\e m the morning took 
the Foudroyant, on board of which was the mariquis de Quefne, clief 
d'cfcadre, with eight hundred men. Captain Rowley, in the Monta- 
f gue of fixty, and captain Montague, in the Monarch of fcventy-four 
gUDS, ran the Oriflamme oh (hore, under the caflle of Aiglos; and had 
It not been for violating the neutrality of the coaft of Spain, they 
wdold have entirely deftroyed her. The Pleiade, of twenty- four • 
^nt, got away by meer out failing our (hips. 

* ** In this a6lion we have had the great misCortune to lofe captam 
Gardiner; and captain Storr has loft the calf of one of his legs. And 
on this occafion 1 ihould do the officers and f'eamen great injuftice if 
I did not xheation to their lordlhips their very alert, gallant, and hrav« 
j - '' N 4 behaviour 
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laft confcquential fervice he was able to perform. In t 
very (hort time afterwards he was obliged to redgn hii 
command to fir Charles Saunders, in confequence of a 
very fudden and melancholy indifpofition, of which wi 
have the following plain and unaffefted account, in X 
private letter, written by an officer belonging to the 
fquadron. 

** I muft now lament the condition of that excellent; 
brave, and able officer, Mr. Ofhnrne. He came in here 
yefterday, but the weather is too bad to permit his being 
landed yet. A fortnight fince he loft, fuddenly, the ufe of 
one eye ; and three days ago was ftruck, on one fide, dead 
with the palfy. His fenfes are clear and entire yet ; but 
they do not expeQ he can live above two days. As he is 
not landed yet, his flag is not ftruck, though he has re« 
figned the command to Mr. Saunders, who is with the 
fleet expefting the French at the back of the hill. The 
fatigues and anxiety the poor gentleman underwent, the 
lofs of reft for fo many night?, and grief for Gardiner'^ 
fate, (for he burft into tears when he heard it) were too 
much for his years, and delicacy of conftitution. No mail 
can die more fmcerely and juttly lamented." 

** p. S. March 31. I have juft time to clofe this, firft 
giving you to know that Mr. Olborne is fo well recovered 
as to give out orders as ufual ; though this being the day 
he landed, he is not able to get on board again (hould the 
enemy appear." 



behaviour: and I muft, in a very particular manner, recommend liea- 
tenant Carket, of the Monmouth, for his bravery, after his captain's 
death, in engaging and difabling the Foudroyant, in fuch a manner at 
to oblige her to flrike as foon »s the other (hips came up, and whom I 
propofe to give the command of the Foudroyant to, as a reward for 
nh condu£^." 

A private letter, from an officer on board the fleet, adds the follow* 
ing particulars to the above relation. 

*' After our fuccefs we continued to cruife off Carthagena, and 
frequently ftood in fo near as to have a fair view of the French fleet, 
vhich conHfted of one (hip of eighty guns, foiH* of feventy four, two 
of fixiy-four, and one of fifty-four, betides two frigates. Six of oar 
ihips at this time being abfent, our whole force confifted of two of 
ninety guns,' one of fevcnty-four, one of (ixiy- four, three of fixty, one 
of firty, and a frigate : yet they dared not come out to engage OS, 
though they had an equal number of the line, and one more frigate, 
vith a greater number of guns and much heavier metal." 

Although 
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Although the ftrenglh of his conftitntion enabled the 
admiral lo efcape the immediate cffcifis of a (troke fo 
violent, which rarely fails to prove fatal, yet he found his 
health To much impsired that he requelted permidion to 
refign his command ; he did this in the month of July, 
arriving at Spithead on the 2t[t, in the Si. George, of 90 
guns, accompanied by the Montague. On the meeting of 
parliament the hoiife nf commons unanimoufly voted Kiln - 
their thanks, which beinj communicated to him by the 
Jpcaker, he rtturned the following modeft anfwer. 
" Sir, 

" I want words to exprefs my fenfe of the honour the 
houfe ot commons has been pleafed to confer upon me, 
and only hope that yuu, lir, will be as gracious 10 me in 
reprefenting my gratitude to that auguft alFembly, as yon 
have bten in acquainting me with iheir favourable ac- 
ceptance of my fervices. I have done no more than my 
duty; I have only been the humble, though happy inftru- 
ment of executing the wife mciifures diredled by his 
majefty. 

' I have no title, frr, to any glory, but what is com- 
mon to me as a Teaman ; and as an Englilhman zealous 
for the fervice of my country, which is pleafed to reward 
with this inltance of their approbation. From the 
lituation of my health, fir, I can flatter myfelf with hav- 

^ but few opportunities of employing the remainder-of 
my life in grateful exertion of my abilities for the honour 
and iniereft of my country ; but as the houfe of commons 
is fo glorioufly watchful to encourage the greatcft merit, 
by rewarding the leaft, England can never want good 
otficers: and however honoured I am by this diftinflion, 
raay my fervices be the moft inconii durable that (hall be 
thus acknowledged. 

'* I am, with the greateft refpefl. 



" Dec. 8, 1758, 



jf Tiioli obedient, and 
■ Moll humble fervant, 

" Henry Osborne." 



Not with Handing he had in fome degree recovered his 
heahh, he never was again appointed to any aflive or 
aAual command afterwards; but, as a very convincing 

proof 
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proof of the high fenfe retained of his part feirices, he 
was, on the 4th of January 1763, on the death of lord 
Anfon, appointed his fucceflbr, as Vice-admiral of England 
and admiral of the white fquadron. His former appoint- 
ment he reflgned in 1765, and had a penfion granted bim^ 
on the Irifti cftablifhment, of 1200I. per annum^ which he 
retained till his death, on the 4th of February 1771- 

The family of Ofborne is fuppofed to have been ori- 
ginally of northern extraftion, and in later days to have 
fettled in Eflex, as we find fituate at Purleigh in that 
county, in 1442, temp. Hen. VI. Peter Ofborne, who, 
befides feveral other children (of which one was a prieft, 
another a nun at Maiden) left Richard Ofborne his heir. 
Henry Ofborne, of whom we are fpeaking, was the thiid 
fon of fir John Ofborne, bart. the fecond who bore that 
title, and was in the feventh defcent from Peter Ofborne 
firft mentioned. 

As to his charafter we find in it much to praife^ 
and, alas! (it is not in human nature to be void c^ blam^) 
fome things to cenfure. His bravery, his attachment to 
the caufe of his country, and his diligence while employed 
in its a£lual fervice, have never been even queftioned ; buf 
thofe who were his warmed friends could not deny him 
to have been of a cold faturnine difpofition, ill-habituated - 
to the warmth of fincere friendfhip, or eVen to thofe at- 
tachments which men are generally, from their very » 
nature, prone to form. Having fcarcely ever made a friend^ 
though pofieffed of habits not a6lively inclined to create 
enemies, it is little to be wondered at, that his public 
virtues fhould not have had fufBcient weight to anni- 
hilate what were thought private deformities : but on 
the other hand, it is certainly no flender proof 
of his worth, confidered as a profeffional man, that 
thofe admitted it who feelingly fck the coldnefs 
of his difpofition, they themfelves, perhaps, poflefling 
hearts overflowing with benignity ; that thofe did not 
deny it, who fmarted under his aufterity, which fcarcely 
knew how to diflinguifh between tyranny, and theexafiion 
of due obedience, from perfons who were fubordinate to 
him ; and laflly, that thofe fhould not be infenfible of hi? . 
merit, who was himfelf, probably, as little attentive to thait 

of 
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rof Others, as any man who ever hid the honour of holding 
a naval command, 
REDDISH, Henry, — was, we believe, the brother of 
captain Edward Reddilh of whom a (hort account has 
been already given*. He was appoiiHed captain of the 
Experiment on the iiih of January 1727-8, but the 
ftaiion on which that (hip was employed is unknown. 
In 1733 be commanded the Fcx frigate, one of the Lee- 
ward Ifland f<^uadron ^ and after that time is unnoticed 
till the rupture tank place with Spain, in 1739 ; he was 
then commiflioned to the Anglefea, of forty guns, and 
ordered to Jatnaita, where he wasin(tru6ted 10 pui liimfelf 
under thecommandof vice-admiral Vernon. On lus arrival 
at Hon Koyal he found that gentleman had already fatted 
on the expedition againft F^mo Billi, leaving inflruciions 
for the Anglefea, and fuch r.ther (hips as fhoiild come in 
during his ebfence, lo follow him thither. Captain 
Reddidi rcathefl Porto Bello on the Zglh of November, 
and conrctjnernly had no Ihare in the reduaion of that 
ptace.iheconquefthaving been conchidedfome days before. 

I He did not reiTiain in th Well Indies any confiderablc 
length of time, but after his return xk England continued 
caplain of the Anglefea, at leaft till the end of the year 
1741. He WHS mod probably prevented, by death, from 
receiving any uiher coinniiilion, fuppofing him to have 
quilted the Anglefea bei ore that time; of this eircumllance 
we are uncertain, as well as of the precife period when it 
happened, knowing only ihat he died in London during 
ihe courfe of the year 1742. 
SMITH, John (2d).— was, on the 13th of January 
1727-8, appointeil captain of the Sapphire, of forty guns, 
] one of fevtn Ihips of the fame force ordered to be 

equipped fi.r fervice with the utmort expedition. He 
was fenl immediately to the Wed Indies, and unhappily 
' - ■ - ■ ■ t8th of / '■ 



■ Augi.l 



he continued captain of the Sapphire. 



729. 



SMITH, Will: 
1728, appointed, 



1 {3J,.- 
s fome 



1 the i3ih of Jul 



(Ills Hate, captain of the 
Succefs; but we apprehend this 10 be a miflake, and that 
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Mr. Hardy is mod corred • in faying he was commif- 
fioned to the Experirrent, as we find him in that (hip be- 
fore the concluiion of the month, attached to the fleet 
colleded at Spithead under fir Charles Wager. How 
long he contir.ued either in this command, or the fervicc, 
we do not know ; ali the information we have been able 
to procure concerning him -is that given by Mr. Hardy, 
who tells us he refigned his rank, but without giving us 
any reafon or date. The time of his death is alfo 
unknown. 

STANLEY, John, — is known only as having been 
appointed captain of the Gibraltar frigate, or as other 
accounts fay, of the Princefs Louifa, a fourth rate, on the 
d6th of July 1728. He died in England in the courfe ot 
the year 1740. 

STAPLETON, Miles,— was, on the ^oth of June 
1728, appointed captain of the Diamond. His next com- 
mand we believe to have been that of the Sheernefs, in 
which fhip he was fent to the Weft Indies in the year 
1732. We believe him to have continued there a very 
confiderable length of time ; but we have no other particular 
account of him till his promotion, after the rupture took 

I lace with Spain, in 1739, to be captain of the Princefs 
«ouifa, a fourth rate of fixty guns. He was then, to a 
certainty, in the Weft Indies, having received his appoint- 
ment to this ftiip from Mr. Vernon, after the redudion of 
Porto Bello, who had the chief command there ; and wc 
believe Mr. Stapleton to have continued on that ftation, 
during the whole intermediate fpace of time, as captain of 
a frigate. We have been informed, and we believe from 
very good authority, he remained in <he Weft Indies till 
the year 1745 or 6, and then returned to England captain 
of the Prince of Orange. This appears to have been the 
laft commiflion he ever received, and is indeed the laft in* 
formation we have bieen able to procure concerning himP, 
except that, on the 23d of July 1747, he was put on the 
fiipcrannuated lift with the rank and half^pay of a rear- 
achniral. The precife time of his death is no whei^ 
mentioned, but certainly happened foon after his retire- 
ment, as he was not living at the end of the year I750« 

* He might not improbably have taken poft in the Siiccefi, and 
have been removed in a day or two afterwards into the Experiment. 

TOLLER, 
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TOLLER, John, — was, on ilie zoih of November 
I728, appointed captain of the Pearl. He continued in 
fame (hip lill after the year 1733, having been her com- 
mander at that time on the Leeward Ifland ftaiion. Soon 
after the commencement of hoflilities with Spain, in 1739, 
he was appointed to the Warwick, a fonrlli rate of fixiy 
giins, and ordered to the Mediterranean in 174001 41, to 
reinforce Mr, Haddock, who commanded-in- chief there 
with a force inadecjuate to the fervice he was employed 
on. In 1743 Mr, Toller tjuitted the Warwick, and was 
fijcceedcd by Mr. Weft. After this time we have no 
account of his having held any commifilon. He is faid to 
have Ihot himfelf in England on the 8th of May 17+7; 
but Ihe caufe of the difconlent or diftrefs of mind which 
induced him to commit that ralh adion is no where 
related. 



1729, 



BARNSLEY, John, — received a confiderafale pan «rf 
his naval education under the aufpices and proteifiion of 
Ihat worthy and gallant officer Mr. Haddock, with 
whomhe afterwards ferved as 3 lieutenant. In the begin- 
ning of the month of January 1728, he was promoted to 
the nation of matter and commander, and appointed to 
the Oner (loop, of ten guns. He was advanced, on the 
9th of April 1729, to the rank of poft captain, being 
cpmmiOioned to the Scarborough, a fmall frigate of 
twenty guns, belonging to the fleet coliciled at Spit- 
head, during the enfuing fummer, under the orders of 
fir Charles Wager. What intermediate commands he 
might have held, we know not, but we have no other in- 
telligence concerning him till the year 1734, when he was 
taken by his old patron, rear-admira! Haddock, to com- 
mand the Namur, under him, when he hoifled his flag 
on board that flilp as third in command of the fleet col- 
ledled in the Downs under fir John Norris, 

6 Captain 
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Captain Barncfly continued in the fame ftation witH 
Mr. Haddock during that and the cnfuing year. When 
the fleet was ordered to Lifbon, arid the admiral -was; 
in 1738, pitched upon to commafid the Mediterranean 
fquadron, Mr. Barnedy was again appointed his captain, 
in the Somerfet. In 174.0, two rears after the fleet had 
been out on the flation above-mentioned, he was removed 
to the Port Mahon frigate. .We 'have on this occaflon td 
obferve, left fiich an appointment may be thought by fome 
a degradation to a mtm who had, with much reputation, 
commanded a fecond rate, that, according to the regula- 
tions of the navy at that time, fuch a coofimand was much 
more lucrative, and confequently, on fome accounts, mucK 
tnore eligible than his former. It was given him by the 
admiral as a mark of his fpccial favotir, and purpofely 
it the hope of his being able to enrich himfelf by his 
fuccefs againft the enemy. Whether this hope and good 
intention of his patron was adually realifed does not 
appear. He is ftated in fome accounts to have again 
commanded the Somerfet in 1 741 ; but though this is a 
circumftance we have rcafons, and are inclined to difbe* 
lieve, there are otl.ers which convince us of the truth of it, 
fo far as to Warrant our afTerting, that in 1742 he com- 
manded the Somerfet*. We have not any other intelli- 
gence that can be depended upon relative to this gentleman, 
except that he died in England on the 7th of Auguft 1745." 

DAVIS, Arthur, — was, on the nth of November 
1729, promoted to the S ipphire, of forty- four guns. His 
next command we hjlieve to have bc^en that of the Edin^ 
burgh, a third rate of fevcnty guns, to which he \v:is ap- 
pointed, in 1734* as captain to viCe- admiral Stewart, 
When the fleet failed for Lifbon in the enfiiin^; yc*ar, Mr,' 
Stewart was one of the admirals left br-hind for the pro- 
tedlion of the Channel, with a very ftout flee\ Captain 
Davis was, in 1738, re-appointed to the Edinburgh, which 
was ordered to be fitted as a guard (hip. Ht refigned 
this command, however, as foon as the (hip was com- 



* Being concerned with many other fhipsoFwar in the capture of 
a very valuable Spanifli vcflel, called the St. Jofcph, of ri^^ht hundred 
and lift)r tons burthen, comtnanded by the don Chriiloval de Loide^ 
carried into Gibraltar* 

plettly 
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pietely manned, and we do not know that he' ever held 
any fubfequent commifTion. He died in England * on th6 
^d of May 1743. 

DOUGLASS, William,— wafe, on the 3ift. of De- 
cember 1729, appointed to command the Anglefea. Iti 
the month of November 173 1, he w^s removed mto the 
Phoenix, a fmall frigate of twenty guns, ordered, togethet 
\vith three ' other vefTels of the fame force, and twofloopS 
of war, to be equipped and fent to the Weft Indies, as a 
check to the infolence of the Spanilh guarda coftas. His 
next command, far as we have been able to inveftigate, 
was that of the Falmouth, a fourth rate of fifty guns, one 
t>f t^ie Weft India fquadron in 1740, under the command 
of Mr; Vernon. He ferved with that gentleman at the 
fiege of Carthagena, being one of commodore Leftock's 
divifion, and was one of thofe unfortunate commatiders 
Vfho fell a viftim to the infalubrity of that deftruSive 
climate. He died fometime in the month of May 1741. 

ONLEY, John, — was, on the i8th of January 1728, 
appointed' captain of the Lively frigate. He was dit- 
tnifled from the conimand of this (hip, and declared inca- 
pable of holding any fubfequent commiffion in the navy, 
by the fentence of a court-martial held in Portfmouth 
harbour on the 3d of December 1728. A private MS* 
memorandum fays 1738 ; but we apprehend this to be one 
of thofe miftakes to which all documents of that nature 
are more particularly fubjeft. His offence appears to 
have been a difpbedience of orders, in not cruifing accord- 
ing to his inftruftions. The time of his death, as is 
tommonly the cafe with thofe officers who are previoufly 
tout of the fervice, is unknown. 

SPA9.KES, Ifrael, — was, on the 9th of Aprit, 
^appointed captain of the Solebay frigate, one of the vef- 
fels attached to the fleet which rendezvoufed at Portfmouth 
foon afterwards, under the command of fir C. Wager* 
In the month of June the Solebay was converted into a 
bomb-ketch, and Mr. Sparkes ftill continued to command 
her ; but no mention is made of her having ever proceeded 
to fea while he continued in that ftation, nor have we 
I* ■ ' ■ ' ,1,1.. .. ■ ■ ■ ■ 

* A private memorandum fays in the marfiialfea; whether this if 
aythenuc we caoDot pretc^id to det^rmine^ 

any 
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any reafon to believe him to have been again employed. 
We fuppofe him, for many years previous to his deceafci 
to have retired totally from the fervice, as he was omitted 
in the very ex ten five promotion of oiEcers, to the rank 
and half-pay of a rear-admiral, on the fuperannuated Iift> 
which took place in the month of July f747. Thi^ 
omiflion would mod probably not have happened had he 
been confidered, in confequence of his fituation, aal 
liable to be called into a£tive fervice, and entitled to fuch ah 
advancement. He died in England^ at that time holding 
the rank of captain in the navy on the 22d of AuguK 

»7S3- 

SYMONDS, Richard,— was, on the 22d of February 

1728-9, appointed captain of the Succefs. We have no 

other fubfequent information concerning him, except that 

he died, at fea, on the 23d of OSober 1740, being then 

on his return to England from the Weft Indies, ai 

captain of the Colchefter, a fourth rate of fifty guns. 

VINCENT, Philip, — was, on the i8th of July 1729, 

appointed captain of the Torrington, a fifth rate of forty 

guns ; in which (hip he failed for the Straights in the 

month of December following, having on board the earl 

of Kinnoul, who was appointed ambaflador to the Porte. 

It is moi\ probable he quitted this veflel on his return to 

England, as we find it, very foon afterwards, commanded 

by another gentleman (captain Fytch). In the month of 

January 1732, he was appointed to the Dolphin of twenty 

guns, a (hip put into c? mm i (lion, for the Weft India 

ftation, to proteft the commerce of that part of the world 

from the infolence of the Spani(h guarda coftas. N# 

farther mention is made of captain Vincent till the year 

1740, when he commanded the St. Alban's, a fourth rate 

of fifty guns, a (hip employed in the Bay of Bifcay as a 

cruifer, and afterwards on the Mediterranean ftation. 

While in the former occupation, we find him a claioiant 

in the capture of the PrincefTa Spani(h (hip. of war, 

mounting feventy guns. This aflfertion was afterwards 

fet afide, it being proved, to the fatisfadion of the court, 

that he was not in fight at the time of the adion. On his 

arrival in the Mediterranean he was fent to the Levant as 

convoy to the Turkey trade. On his return to England 

he was appointed to the Royal Qak^ of feventy guns, and 

ordered 
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ordered, with Mr. Leftock, for the Mfediterranean. Soon 
after his arrival there he quitted his former line of pro- 
feilion as a naval officer, and was employed on the coaft 
of Italy, at Villa Franca, Nice, and the intermediate pofts 
: between thofe places, as an engineer, or fuperintendant 
.of fortifications. He returned to England by land, and 
did not long furvive his arrival, dying, in London, on the 
nth of December 1746, 



1730. 

COCKAYNE, Samuel, — was, on the 19th of Septem- 
ber 1730, appointed captain of the Garland, or, as fome 
accounts fay, not improbably owing to an error in thetran- 
fcriber, the Greyhound. We have no other information 
concerning him, except that he died in the Weft Indies; 
but. in that circumftance reports vary, Mr. Hardy ftatin^ 
England as the place of his deceafe, fome time in the 
'Cdurfc of the year 1735. 

SMITH, Thomas, — generally known among feamen 
hy the quaint name of Tom of Ten Thoufand. A Angular 
circumftance, well deferving relation, occurs in the life of 
this gentleman. When lieutenant oftheGofport,his captain 
being at the time alluded to on fliore, a French frigate put- 
ting to fea from Plymouth, paffed very near him without 
paying the ufually exafted compliment of lowering his 
top*fails« Mr. Smith very fpiritedly fired at the French 
fhip, and compelled her commander to perform this 
vlBl of complaifance, the failure of which had, on a former 
occafion, involved England in a war with Holland. 
However ftriftly confjfient this might be with the national 
charafter, and fpirit of an Engliihman, as the greateft har- 
mony at that time fubfified between the courts of England 
and FraAce, a ferious complaint was made by theambanadpr 
• of what was termed an outrageous aft of violence. Mr. 
Smith was accordingly brought to a court-martial ; and 
it being impoftible, to deny or controvert the faS, was 
accordingly broke. His conduS was, neverthclefs, fo 
highly acceptable both to the fovereign and the nation, 
that, although poUtica} reafons rendered the above appa- 
tent cenfure ihdifpenfibljr iieceflary, he was advancdQ> on 

Vol. iV. O the 
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the following day, to the rank of poft captain "without 
ever pafTHig through, or occiip) ir-g the intermediate fub- 
ordinate rtatron of commander of a floop of w^r. 

Ke was accordingly, on the 5th of May 1730, ap- 
pointed captain of the Succefs frigate; but the fervice on 
which this vefl'el was employed is no where mentioned. 
In the month of March 1733, we find him commanding 
tiic Durfley galley, one of three frigates ordered for the 
Streights, to rcftrain and punifh the infolence of the dif- 
ferent piratical ftates on the coafl of Barbary, We be- 
lieve him to have retained the fame command till the 
beginning of the year 1741, he was then promoted to the 
Romney, and appointed commander-in-chief on the 
Newfoundland ftation, and governor of that ifland. He 
continued thus employed and occupied, both in regard to 
his command and office, till after the year 1743; and was, 
we believe, at feme time during the above period, brought 
to a court-martial on a very ill-founded and ridiculous 
charge of rapacity, in improperly converting to his own 
life provifions and neceffaries which ought to have been 
diftributcd among his people. Such a complaint could not 
Jiave been laid againft any commander with a greater 
fharc of improbability, as to the truth of it, than in the 
])refent inflance. Open, liberal, generous in the extreme, 
his general charafter ought to have placed him far above 
fo bafe, and unworthy an-afperfion. But we (hould recol- 
left that there are certain ignoble charadlers exiting, wha 
appear never fo happy as when attempting to depreciate, 
and injure the virtuous and noble. The court-martial, 
however, of which Mr. Cavendifh was prefident, did 
ample juftice to his honour and reputation, by acquitting 
him in the mod ample and unequivocal manner. He was 
afterwards appointed to the Princefs Mary, one of the 
fleet ftationed in the Channel ; and the enjemy not having 
any weftern fquadron at fea, no opportunity afforded itfelf 
by which he could particularly diflinguifti himfelf. On 
the eve of the rebellion in Scotland, which broke out in 
the year 1745, he hoifled a broad pendant, at the Norc, 
on board the Royal Sovereign, a nrft rate, and was foon 
afterwards appointed to command a fquadron on the north 
coaft, the better to prevent the introduction of any fupplies 
from France. He difplayed, as he had on every former 
occalion, tlie grcateft diligence and zeal for the fervice of 

his 
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Ris country, while employed on the above ftation ; but 
the operations of war being afterwards contradled into a 
very fmall compafs, and the opportunities of any fingular 
exertion but few, we find no other mention made of him 
during its continuance *, except that he was, on the X5th 
of July 1747, very defervedly advanced to be rear-admiral 
of the red. 

On the 1 2th of May 1748 he was ftill farther promoted 
to be vice-admiral of the white ; but peace havmg t^en 

Elace, became an additional and more forcible reafon for 
is non employment. In the year 173^1 he was ap- 
pointed prefident of the court-martial held At Portfmouth 
for the trial of Mr. Byng. In 1757, he was again ad- 
vanced and made adnural of the blue ; but was not ever, 
far as we have been able to learn, invcftcd with any ad^ive 
command. Having continued to live a life of retirement, 
rendered truly honourable by the general notoriety of his 
gallantry, honour, and unfhaken integrity, he died, at kft, 
on the 28th of Auguft 1762, univcrfally lamented by all 
who ever had enjoyed the comfort as well as fatisfaftion, 
either of his acquaintance or having been under his com- 
mand, and regretted by all the reft of his countrymen who 
had only heard but confequently admired his ctiarader. 



1731. 

AUBIN, David, — was, on the 24th of November 
1731, appointed captain of the Deal Caftle, a frigate of 
twenty guns, ordered to be equipped for the Weft Indies 
to pr^teft th^ commerce of that part of the world from 
the infolence and depredations which were daily commit- 
ted by the Spanifh guarda coftas. Not long after he 
reached his deftined ftation, he fell in with a very valuable 
Spaniih merchant-veffel^ which he detained by way of re- 
prifal. This was one of thofe fpirited fteps, which being 
occafionally taken, convinced the Spaniards of the fupe- 

* We mud not omit, that in 1745, h« was one of the menbert 
of the court-maru'al held on boird the London, in Chathfun river, 
for tly trial of the officcri charged vith miibeliavioiir uoder Mr. 
Mathews* 

O a • riority 
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fiority of Britifh naval power, and that it was not to b* 
long trifled with merely by making pacific declarations and 
promifes. Mr. Aubin, on what particular occafion is not 
mentioned, removed fome time afterwards into the Spence 
floop, in which velTel he died, at Barbadoes, in the month 
of February 1735. 

BARNET, Curtis. — We do not precifely know under 
whofe aufpices this brave and worthy dfficer went firft to 
fea; but in 1726 we find him ferving as lieutenant under 
fir Charles Wager, who held the chief command of the 
Baltic fleet. He was entrufted by the admiral, on many 
irhportant occafions, as a confidential perfon*, on wholi 
condu<S and pnj^ence he could implicitly rely ; and fo 
well ertabli filed that good opinion which fir Charles very 
defervedly entertained of him, as to excite in him a moft 
cordial friendlhip and ^fteem, which he ever afterwards, 
through life, continued to manifefl towards him. 

After having thuspafled through the feveral fubordinate 
ftations ind appointments, with the highefl reputation and 
credit, he was, on the '26th of January 1731, very deferv- 
edly, promoted to the rank of poft captain, and appointed 
to thp Biddeford frigate. About the year 1734 or 5, he 
was advanced to the Nottingham, of iixty guns; but that 
having been employed folely ais a guard-fhipy we have 
nothing particular to record of this gentleman till after the 
commencement of hoililities with Spain, in 1739, when 
we find him commanding the Dragon, of fixty gun.s, one 
of the fleet ftationed in the Mediterranean under Mr. 
Haddock. Mr. Barnet*s behaviour while aSing under 
the orders of that gentleman, as it was moft exempkry 
and meritorious, (o had he the fatisfaftion of obtaining 
thie moft cordial and unqualified approbation of It. 

Soon after his arrival in the Mediterranean, being de- 
tached on a cruife, in company with another Britifli (hip 
of the line, they fell in with three French fhips of war fiff 
Cadiz^ which they imagined were regifter {hips laden with 
treafure from the Spanifh Weft Indies. Mr. Barnec 
accordingly hailed them, but received no fort of anfwer 
till after a third repetition of that mode of enquiry; even 

* He W«s Tent in the Port Mahon frigate to Cronfbc, with the dif- 
patchcs to the emprefs of Ruffia and admiral Apraxia, a tmft a cii M 
which the event of the expedition entirety tarncd, 

6 tfaes 
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then it was fo dliratisfadtory and equivocatiDg, that captaia 
Barnetwas the more confirmed in his original opinion : he 
accordingly fired a lingle fhot a-head of the French fhips, 
which the chevalier de Caylus, who commanded, returned 
with a broadfide. A (harp conteft enfued ; and, after a con- 
tinuance of two hours, the French, who had loft one of 
their captains and a confiderable number of men, bcfides 
having upwards of feventy defperately wounded, thought 
proper to defift, and come to a proper explanation. They 
were fo feverely handled as to be obliged tp put into 
Malaga to refit. Mr. Barnet and his companion, on their 
parts, fuftained confiderable ir\jury in their marts and 
rigging; but had only four men killed, and fouirteeA 
wounded, feveral of them only flightly. 

Although he continued to perfevere in that uniformly . 
honourable line of condudl which ever graces the life of a 
brave and good man, under Mr. Haddock's fucceifor, Mr. 
L^ftock, he was not happy enough to pafs, even the fhort 
time during which the latter gentleman held the fbpremo 
command on the above ftation, free from anxiety^ trouble^ 
and unmerited reproach. 

We have already alluded to the circumftance of which 
we are now fpeaking in the life of Mr. Leftock, Vol. III. 
.page 340, and (hall only add, on the prefent occafion, that 
as no man could be more undeferving of cenfure at all 
times than Mr. Barnet, fo could no one repel the in- 
folence of a man, ridiculoufly proud of his elevated ftation, 
with more firmnefs, fpirit, and decency ; obferving at the 
lime he defended his own charadler, the greateft decorum 
to his fuperior in fervice, who had moft illiberally and wan-r 
tonly attacked him. This affair cannot be better expUine4 
than by inferting the correfpondence which pafled between 
thefc gentlemen at full length : the faft will then fpeak 
for itfelf, and the behaviour of, each (hew iifelf in propef 
colours to the world, without requiring the fcpaUelt com- 
ipent on our part. 

We have to begin with th^ peremptory and violent 
order iflTued by Air. Leftock ^ which occafiQAed J^r. 
Barnet's fpirited and proper repJy, 
*' Captain Hodfoll, 

<^ Go to the Lenox, NaflTau, Royal Oajt, Romney, and 
Dragon, tell them I am the centre from whence the line 
pf battle is to be formed^ and if any (hip or ihips cannot 

O3 g^^ 
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get into their ftations, I am to find remedy for that ; but 
thofe who can, and do not get into their ftations, arc 
blameable; and that a line of battle is not to be trifled 
with, nor mifunderftood, go with this yourfelf to the fe- 
veral captains, from, 

" Sir, 
** Neptune, at fea, ** Your moft humble fervant, 

14 April, 1742. " Richard Leftock." 

** P. S. An enemy in fight would not admit of this 
deliberation." 

To this Mr. Barnet returned the following anfwer: 

" Ann galley. 
'* I thought that all the fhips of a fleet, or fquadron, 
were to fail in their proper divifions. I have heard and 
read of divifions getting late into the line; not in time to 
have any part in the aftion ; but never knew till now that 
it was my duty to leave the flag, or oflicer reprefenting 
one, in whofe divifion I am, without a particular order, or 
fignal ; I therefore kept my Ration in the divifion, not 
with a defign to trifle with the line of battle. 

** 1 am, &c, 
« To Mr. Leftock. " C. Barnet.'* . 

This occafioned the following paflionate and ridiculous 
reply from Mr. Leftock * : 

" Sir, 

** I have your letter of the 15th inftant, in anfwer to 
mine I fent to you and feveral other captains, by captain 
Hodfoll, on the 14th inftant, at the tinie the fignal was 
out for the line of battle a-breaft of each other. Your 
not getting into the line, " and" when you could have done 
it, gave me that occafion by the fire»fhipi .• ; . 

" You fay you thought that the fliips of a fleet, or 
fquadron, were to fail in their proper divifions ; and you 
have heard and read of divifions getting late into the line 



» ♦: 



• Mr. Leftock appears in his vehemence of ra^, to have been 
guilty of a few literary omiflions and miftakcs, which we have fup« 
|>lied and corrcQcd, in italics, in order to render his meaning more, 
intelligible. .„,.,.. , . . ^ 

not 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 315 

not in time to have any part of tRe aftion ; but never till 
now knew, that it was your duty to leave the flag, or 
officer reprefenting one, in whofe divifion you are, with- 
put a particular order or fignal. 

** Let us fuppofe you are in a divifion, and a fignal for 
the line of battle is made ; the commanding ihip of that 
divifion, by bad failing, could not get into the line; all the 
reft of the fquadron could have got into the line, but did 
not; that divifion makes one-third of the fquadron. 

*' / will ajk you ; Is it your duty to fee two-thirds 
of the fquadron facrificed to the enemy, when you could, 
and did not join in the battle ? But an admiral in fuch a 
cafe- would leave the bad- failing fhip for one that could 
get into the aftion, or fend to you fuch orders as fliould 
juftify you at a court-martial, for not coming into the 
action when you could have done it. 

" Captain Rowley, indeed, has not the power either to 
Ihift his (hip or to flop you with him. 

** Such an account would tell but ill to our country, 
after the lofs of a battle; but I hope fuch a thing cam 
never happen to an Engl i(h man : and the puntjhment 
ififliSfed on a breach of the 1 2th article of the ftatute of 
Charles the Second, relative to thofe who withdraw^ or keep 
biack, or do not come into the fight and engage^ would 
be what muft follow in fuch a cafe. 

** So I will fay no more of trifling, nor mifunderftand- 
ing of a line of battle, as thefe are, and mufl: be the con- 
fcquences of, of a not trifling want of d^ity, weighing cir- 
cumftances, in regard to battle, for that is the caufe why 
lines are formed. 

** The 1 3th article of the fighting inftruftions leans that 
way alfo : fo having, I think, anfwered your letter, 

<* I am, fir, 
** Neptun6, at fea, " Your moft humble fervant, 

l6th April, 1742. / " Richard Leftock." 

This produced a rejoinder from Mr. Barnet, to which 
Mr. Leftock did not deign to make anj anfwer. 

" Sir, " Dragon, 1 6th April 1742. 

** As you have given yourfelf the trouble to anfwer the 
letter I thought neceflary to write in excufe for my conti- 
nuing in my ftation in the divifion of which I am, whea 

O 4 you 
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you made the fignal for the line of battle a- bread ; and m 
It are pleafed to fay, " Is it your duty to fee two-thirds 
** of the fquadron facrificed to the enemy, when you could 
'* and did not join in the battler" I anfwer, that I (bould 
readily concur in puniftiing rigidly any man, who could, 
and did not join in the battle. But as the commanders of 
divifions will, I iAagine, always expeft that the captains, 
in their refpeftive divifions, fhould in any thing like the 
late cafe take diredions from them, and, as we are 
to fuppofe, every officer of that diftinftion neither want- 
ing in zeal or capacity, I can make no doubt but fuch 
orders would be immediately given as could be moft effen- 
tial for his majefty's fervice ; and that a fignal or order 
might be expefted for the fhips to make fail into the line, 
if the commander of the divifion could not get up with his 
own fliip, and did not think proper to remove into another* 
Without fuch an order, or a proper fignal, I could not 
in my confcience condemn any man for remaining with his 
divifion, or think that he fell under the 1 2th article of the 
ftatute of Charles the Second, or the 13th of the fighting 
inftru£lions; for a man in his (lation cannot be laid to 
withdraw, keep back, or not ufe his endeavours to engage 
the enemy, in the order the admiral has prefcribed. In 
this manner I Ihould judge, were I to fit at a court-martial 
on fuch an occafion ; but iri this manner fhall no longer 
a£t, fince you have been pleafed to tell me captain Rowley 
has not the power to fliift his fhip or flop me. 

** I prefume there are inflances both of whole divifions 
going down to the enemy too foon, and of coming in fo 
late as to have no part in the a£):ion ; but I never heard^ 
that the private captains, who kept their Nations in thofe' 
divifions fell under the leaftcenfure; and as I was neither 
called, or fent from the divifion, by order or fignal, I had 
ho apprehenfion of being blameable. 

^* With r gard to what you are pleafed to fay of feeing 
the fquadron (acrificed to the en^my, that cannot happen. 
while you, fir, command it, who v^ill never go down to 
the enemy in an improper manner/ with *mbrfr^fail than' 
the principal (hips of the line can keep yOli' connti)iny.- 
With refpeft to the line of battle, one fhip a-hea1dof 
another, the matter appeared to me in a difl^rent light? 
and when the fignal was made for thofe to lead, who aro 

to' 
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to lead with ftarboard tacks, I being the lead^er of the 
divifion went immediately into my flation, in the rear of 
your divifion, as when that fignal is made, after bearing 
down in the line a-breaft, we were to be fuppofed in pre- 
fence of the enemy, and on the point of engaging. 

" I hope nothing may ever with jiiftice be faid of me, 
that will tell but ill to our country. I acknowledge my 
want of experience, through which I naay miftake; but I. 
have too much refpeft for you to attempt to trifle, and 
too good an opinion of your judgement and experience 
not to be concerned, when I am fo unhappy as to mifun- 
derftand your orders, or fo weak as not duly to weigh 
cVcumftances. 

<* I am, &c. 
<< To Richard Leftock, efq. ^* C. Barnet.** 

It is fomewhat fingular that the principal points on 
which the foregoing correfpondence turns, were nearly 
fimilar to thofe, mutatis mutandisy which afterwards became 
the fubjefl of difpute between Mr. Mathews and Mr. 
Leftock. It appears, could we perfuade ourfelves to fuch 
a belief, that Mr* fiarnet had an intuitive knowledge of 
what was hereafter to happen, and had been ft'udying his 
proper rebuke for his admiral's condu6t, when he made 
ufe of the following farcafm — **. I prefume there are in- 
flances both of whole divifions going down to the enemy 
too foon, and of coming info late as to have no part in the 
^aStim.'^ Mr. Leftock, as we have already faid,^ defifted on 
finding Mr. Barnet.a man of too much firmnefs to endure 
the (faadow of infult, and top good an underftanding to 
fuffer himfelf to be impofed upon, or betrayed into a con- 
feflion of having been in the wrong, when he knew not 
only the integrity of hi« own heart, but was in every re- 
fpeft a competent judge as well of the duties of a private 
captain, as of the admiral under whofe orders he then aded. 

Mr. Barnet did not, however, remain long on the fame 
ftation ; and foon after his return to England was appointed 
cotxmiodore of a fmall fquadron ordered for the Eaft 
Indies, in confequence of a reprefentation made by the 
company to the lords of the admiralty. His force con- 
lifted ot the Deptford (his own fliipj and Medway, of 
$xty guns each \ the Prefton, of fifty ; and the Diamond 
' frigate,i 
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frigate, of twenty. He failed from Portfmouth on the 
5th of May 1744, and arrivt d at Porto Praya, in the ifland 
of Jago, on the 26th . He foi; nd there a Spani (h privateer, 
mounting fourteen carriage and twelve fwivel guns, called 
the Amiable Maria, and a Britilh pink of two hundred and 
fifty tons, a prize, both under Spanifli colours. Mr. Barnet 
at firft took no notice of them, not having the fmalieft in- 
tention of violating the neutrality of the port which pro- 
teded them : but being foon informed that the privateer 
herfelf, defpifing all forms and the laws of civilifed 
rations, had captured the pink, together with a brigan- 
tine, and burnt two other Britifh veffels at the Iflc of May, 
another of the Cape de Verde iflands, all which were 
entitled to the fame proteftion (he now wiflied to fhelter 
herfelf and her illegal prize under, he immediately in- 
formed the governor of the circumftance, and at the fame 
time acquainted him that, finding " the privs^teer had fo 
notorioufly and flagrantly violated the neutrality of the ifle 
ef May, he did not think himfelf any longer bound to 
obferve any refpeft with regard to her." 

He accordingly fummoned the privateer and her prize 
to furrender, which they did without hefitation, and were 
immediately taken pofTeflion of. He then difpatched the 
pink to the Ifle of May for the mafters and crews of the 
diflerent veflels which had, as juft dated, been either taken 
or deflroyed ; but the brigantine, which had been driven to 
fea before his arrival, being feen in the oflfing, he difpatched 
his boats to take polfeflion of her. They execut^ thefe 
orders without interruption ,theSpaniards on board having all 
quitted her, and made their cfcape to thetownof St.jfago 
in their boats. On the return of the pink he reinftated 
the matters and crews in pofleflSon of their different veflels, 
making to them the foiled reditution of every thing they 
could claim, which the Spaniards, as is cudomary amone 
privateers, had plundered them of, and taken on board 
their own (hip. Having thus executed judice, and re- 
lieved the different fufferers to the utmod of his poweri 
the commodore continued his voyage to the Ead Indies* 

He fird put into Madagafcar, where having procured 
the fiipply of water and provifions, which he much needed, 
he profecuted his voyage to his original dedination. In 
a fhort time after he quitted Madagafcar he divided his 

little 
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little fquadron into two parts, his own (hip and the Prefton 
paffing through the ftreights of Siinda, and from thence to 
Banca ; while the Med way and Diamond fleered for the 
ftreights of Malacca. Mr. Barnet took every poffiblc 
precaution to difguife both his own fhip and his con- 
ibrt, by painting and adorning them after the Dutch 
fafhion. After having been for fome time ftationary 
in the ftreights of Banca, on the 25th of January 1744, 
he got fight of three large French-built fliips, of which 
he fuppofed two to be merchant veiTels from China, 
and the third a French ftiip of war mounting fifty 
guns, from Pondicherry, which he had information was 
in thofe feas. Mr. Barnet immediately got under fail, 
accompanied by the Prefton, in order to attack them ; 
and fo perfeft was the deception, that the enemy had no 
doubt of their being Dutch ftiips, till they were within 
xnufket-fliot of them, and, ftriking their Dutch, hoifted 
Engliih colours. The French ftiips were not, however, 
furprifed, though deceived, for they were all completely 
ready for immediate aftion. Mr. Barnet Avas miftaken 
in the firft opinion he had formed of them, for the ftiip 
of fifty guns was not in company, and the veflels he at- 
tacked were the Dauphin, Jafon, and Hercules, large fhips 
of feven hundred tons burthen, each mounting thirty guns, 
and carrying one hundred and fifty men, deeply and richly 
lad^n, from China, with cargoes of tea, China-ware, and 
filk. 

Mr. Barnet ordered lord Northefk, in the Prefton, to 
board one of the ihips, while he himfelf prepared to aft 
in the fame manner againft that which was apparently of the 
moft force, and which he accordingly fuppofed to be the 
commodore. While, however, they were both endea- 
vouring to carry this meafure into execution, an unlucky 
Ihot from the enemy's ftiips cut both the tiller ropes, when 
they were on the point of ftieeringon board them. This 
unfortunate accident delayed the capture for fome time ; 
but being repaired with all poifible expedition, the 
Enemy's fhips were all fccured, after a very ftoui, and, 
indeed, more determined refiibnce than could have been 
cxpefted, of two, hours continuance. They were all 
|>rizes of confiderable value, the cargoes being valued at 
tipwards of three hundred thoufand pounds, had they ar- 
ii^' ' - ; . ' • ' ■ . rived 
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rived fafe in Europe. The prizes were fent to Bataria, 
and the commodore himfelf, with his confort> purfued his 
voyage to the Britifh fcttlements in India. 

During the cnfuing feafon he afforded the mod perfeft 
protection to the Britilh commerce, and efl[e£ted conflder* 
able mifchief on that of the enemv. In the month of 
October, having detached two of his fcjuadron.thePre&on 
and Lively, to cruife off Cape Pahuiras, they had the good 
fortune completely to efFe^l the purpofe on which they 
were fent by Mr. Barnet, having captured all the Frcnctt 
ihlps bound into tbe river Ganges, confifling of two ihips 
of iix hundred, and one of four hundred tons burthen, all 
of them armed for defence ; the two former mounting 
eighteen, the latter twelve guns. In the month of 
January he repaired to Pondicherry, where his prefence 
completely baffled a projecl formed by the French for the 
attack of fort St. I)avid. They had marched out of 
Pondicherry with a corps of one thoufand infantry, four 
hundred of which were Europeans, together with forty 
horfe, and a fufficient number of cannon. They en- 
camped within a mile of fort St. David's*; but on Mr. 
Barnet*s arrival, and his making apparent difpofitions for 
landing, by fending his boats to found, and pradifing 
every other oftenfible manoeuvre preparatory to that in-* 
tent, the enemy decamped with the utmoft expedition from 
fort St. David's; thinking it an happinefs tp get, by 
forced marches, once more into Pondicherry, which they 
felicitated themfelves in having been the caufe of preferv- 
incfrom the deftruftivc arms of the Englifli. 

The Medway and Lively joined the commodore on the 
31ft of January, having completed the fuccefs of tha 
fquadron under his command, by capturing the Expedi-- 

* The eovernor was fo alarmed as to prefs Mr. Barnet*i retarn witl| 
the utmoit vehemence and eagernefs. Qut a report being at the fame 
time moft induftriouflv propagated by the French, that they hourly. 
expc£led four (hips of the line in Pondicherry road, the commodore 
prudently confidered this as nothing more than a manoeuvre lo draw 
him from his (laiion ; he accordingly only fent the Dolphin, to whic^ 
the governor was inftruAed to make the neceflary fignalt, in cafe o£ 
being abfolutely reduced to extremities. The commodore aflbred 
him he would, in that cafe, repair to his afliflance on the moment 
he received fuch intelligence. The event fully proved the wifdoo^ 
of Mr. Barnet*! arrangement. 

tion. 
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tion, of fourteen guns, the only cruifer which at that time 
tenlained to the French in the Indian feas*. Thefe were 
unfortunately the laft ferviccs Mr. Barnet lived to aiFord 
his country, a prennature indifpofition having put a period 
to his exifteiice, when in the very prime of life, on the 
29th of April 1746. 

BEAUCLERCK, Lord Aubrcy,^was the eighth fen 
'of Charles, firft duke of St. Alban's, and the lady Diana 
Vcte. He was confequently brother, and the youngeft 
6f the family to the lord Vere Beauclerck, whom we 
have already had occafion to giv^ fome account of i*n page 
%^. Having, as well as his elder brother, entered into 
the navy and paffcd regularly through the feveral fubordi- 
nale fetiohs^ he'was, on the firft of April 1731, promoted 
Itb'the rank of poft captain, and appointed to the Ludlow 
Cafftlt. We meet with no fubfequent information rela- 
tive tb hiis intermediate appointments, or any mention made 
of hitti'till fonie fhort time after the rupture had taken place 
NVith Spain, in 1739* he then commanded the Weymouth, 
tnit was immediately afterwards promoted to the Prince 
5Vederick, of feventy guns. At the end of the following 
year he was fent out, under fir Chaloner Ogle, to rein- 
force Mr. Vefnon preparatory to the expedition againft 
Cartbagena. feeing ordered, on the 23d of March, under 
tile comtnand of commodore Leftock, with a detachment 
tif five (hips, to attack the caftle of Boca Chica, he unfor- 
tUriately fell in a renewal of the aflault on the following 
tfayt. A very handfome monument has been erecSed 
to his memory in Weftminfter-abbey, very, properly 
orriaftiented with arms, trophies, and naval enfigns. In 
an oval niche, on a pyramid of dove-coloured marble, is 
a buft of this promifing young nobleman, thus prematurely 
fnatched from life, and the fervice of his country. On 



* We believe Mr. Barnet to have remove'd into the Medway on 
the arrival of that (hip. Mr. Hardy fiates him to have ftili continued 
in the Deptfbrd till his death; but that is evidently a mifbke, the 
Deptford having left India nearly three months before the commo* 
dore's deceafe, and arrived at St. Helen's oh the st6th of Auguft, in 
company with the Dolphin, and fix £a(l India (hips under their 
convoy. 

t Mr. Hardy erroneoufly flates him to have died on the 17th of 
December 174K 

the 
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the pedeftal is the following infcription, which we have 
inferted as affording not only a brief and modeft account 
of the leading tranfaftions of his life, but as delineating 
elegantly a cha rafter, which any attempt of ours would 
certainly do lefs jiiftice to. 

The lord Aubrey Beauclerck was the youngeft fon of 
Charles, duke of St. Alban's, by Diana, daughter of 
Aubrey de Vere, earl of Oxford. He went early to fea, 
and was made a commander in 173 1. In 1740 he was 
fent upon that memorable expedition to Carthagena, under 
the command of admiral Vernon, in his majefty's ihip the 
Prince Frederick, which, with three others, was ordered 
to cannonade the caftle of Bocca Chica ; one of thefe be- 
ing obliged to quit her (lation, the Prince Frederick was 
cxpofed not only to the fire from the calHe but to that of 
fort St. Jofeph, and to two fhips that guarded the moutA 
of the harbour, which he fuflained for many hours that 
day, and part of the next, with uncommon intrepidity. 
As he was giving his command upon deck both his legs 
were fhot off; but fuch was his magnanimity, that he 
would not fufFer his wounds to be drefled till he had com- 
municated his orders to the firft lieutenant, which were to 
fight his fhip to the laft extremity. Soon after this he 
gave fome directions about his private afFaii-s, and theft 
refigned his foul with the dignity of a hero anjd a chriflian. 
Thus was he taken off in the 3ifl year of his age, an illu- 
ftrious commander of fuperior fortitude and clemency, 
amiable in his perfon, fteady in his afFedlions, and equal- 
led by few in the focial and domeftic virtues of politenefs, 
modefty, candour, and benevolence. 

Over the infcription are the following lines. 

Whilft Britain boafts her empire o'er the deep. 
This marble (hall compel the brave to weep ; 
As men, as Britons, and as foMiers mourn, 
'Tis dauntlefs, loy?.], virtuous Beauclerk's urn : 
Sweet were his manners, as his foul was great. 
And ripe his worth, tho' immature his fate. 
Each tender grace that joy and love infpires ; 
Living, he mingled with his martial fires; 
Dying, he bid Britannia's thunder roar. 
And Spain ilill felt him when he breath'd no more. 

He 
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He married the daughter of fir Henry Newton, knight, 
and widovv of colonel Francis Alexander, but had no ilfue 
by her. She died October the 30th, 1755. 

BENNETT, Edward, — was, on the 7th of December 
1731 ^appointed captain of .the Flamboroi^h frigate, and 
being foon afterwards ordered to Jamaica, died there on 
the 23d of December 1732. Mr. Hardy ftates this gen- 
tleman to have taken pofi in the Garland, but we decid- 
edly are of opinion this is a miftake. 

CRAWFORD, Hon. Charles*, — was the fifth and 
youngeit fon of John, firft lord vifcount Garnock, of the 
kingdom of Scotland, and lady Margaret Stewart, daughter 
of JameSi ea;l of Bute. Having attached himfcif to a 
naval life, he was, on the 6th ot September 173 1, ap« 
pointed captain of the Lynn frigate. We find him com* 
nvandingthe fame (hip in 1737 : whether he had retained 
this ftation and command during the whole of the in- 
termediate tithe we have not been able to difbover; but 
in that year he appears to have accompanied Mr. after- 
wards lord Anfon, to thecoaft of Guinea, and was ordered 
from thence, b^ that Gentleman, to proceed to Jamaica^ 
In 1 741 he commanded the Roebuck, a fourth rate of 
forty guns, in which fliip Mr. Hardy has incorreflly 
fiated him to have firfl taken pod. No mention is made 



' • The firname of Crawford is of great antiquity in th^ weft oT 
ScDtland, it is certainly local, and was aflumed by the proprietors of tiie 
lands and barony of Crawford, in Clydidale, as foon as firnames begaa 
to be ufed in this country. The immediate ancedor of this noble 
lamily was Gualterus de Crawford, who fiourifhed in the reign of 
king William the Lion. He was cotemporary with Galfridus, aa- 
ceftor of the Crawfords, lords of that ilk. 

Thus Gualterus was witnefs tp a charter of Roger, bi(hop of St. 
Andrew's, confirming a donatiolh to the monaftery of ColdinghamCy 
inter 1189 et 19.02, in which laft year the bifhop died. 

The eighteenth in defcent from Gualterus de Crawford was John 
Crawford, of Kilbirnie, who coming early ioto the revolution, wai 
chofen member of 'parliament for the (hire of Air, anno 1693, ^d 
continued in that flation during the life of king William. 

Upon the acceflion of queen Anne to the throne, he was ajgain 
choten member for the county of Air, and was appointed one of^the 
privy council to her inajefty, who was pleafed to disnify him with the 
title of vifcount of Mount Crawford, which he afterwards changed 
for the title of Garnock| the patent being provided to his heirs mafe 
whatever* 

of 
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of the fervices on which he was employed, fo that it is 
mad probable they were unimportant. Nor have we 
been able to colk'Ct any other information relative to this 
gentleman, except that he died in Scotland fometime in 
the courfe of the year 1745* 

FYTCHE, Robert, — was, on the loth of May 1731, 
appointed to command theTorrington, of forty giins, one 
of the veflels which was originally intended to have failed 
with the fleet under fir Charles Wager to the Mediterra- 
nean ; but on what account we know not, did not proceed 
thither. In the month of December he was appointed 
to the Shcernefs, a fixth rate of twenty guns, and ordered 
for the Weft Indies, to protect that part of the world from 
the piratical depredations then frequently committed by 
the Spanifh guarda codas. Sometime after his return to 
England he was appointed to the Ruby, a fourth rate of 
fifty guns, on board which fhip he put a period to his ex- 
iftence by (hooting himfelf, on the id of Odober 1740, 
being at that time in the Briftol Channel . Other accounts, 
though we believe not fo authentic, palliate this difaftet, 
and fay he threw himfelf overboard, under the eSeSt df 
teiTiporary delirium, and was drowned. 

GRIFFIN, Thomas, — was, on the ift of April 1.7311 
promoted to be captain of the Shoreham frigate*. He 
commanded the Blenheim, of ninety guns, ai captain to 
Mr. Cavendifh, who had his flag on board as vice-admiral 
of the red, and commander of one of the divifions of ibe 



* The family of Griffin was not improbably of Welch extredioa;^ 
its pedigree was- drawn up by fir Richard St. Geoi^, knight, LiDcaflcr 
herald, and perufed and approved by the learned 'W^Uiam Camden, 
Clarencieux king of arms. There is a pedigree now in the pofleffion 
of lord Howard, of Walden, beginning with Griffin of Gomundlev, in 
Leiceflerfliiie, whofe eldeft fon, fir Richard Griffin, knight, flouoflifd 
in the reign of king John. The prefent lord Howard de Walden 19 the 
feprefentative of the family, and in the fevcnteenth defcent ftcffi 
Hichard Griffin^ knight, juft mentioned. 

Admiral GrifHn was not immediately related to the later defeeiMt- 
ants of the family, but was certainly defcended from the Cnne png^nal 
Hock. Rear-admiral Matthew Griffin, otherwife Whitwell, was die 
next brother to the lord Howard de Walden, and has been, in eonCe- 
quence of the fimilitude of names, confounded by many perfoot viA 
the i^entleman of whom we are now to give fome account. Of rrctf- 
admiral Whitwell we iball have hereafter occafion to fpeak* 

Icef 
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fleei left for ihe protcftion ot the Channel, when fir John 
Norris failed for Lifton in the year 1735. In 1739 he 
commanded the Oxford; and in the following year was 
promoted to the Princefs Caroline, of eighty guns, one of 
the fliips employed, in the Channel, during the fummcr, 
under the command of fir John NorrJs. On his re- 
turn into port, the Princefs Caroline was ordLred 
out to the Weit Indies under fir Chaloncr Ogle, On 
the arrival of the fleet at Jamaica, Mr. Vernon, whom 
it was fent to reinforce, hoilfed his flag on board the 
Princefs Caroline; and Mr. Griffin removed into the 
Buiford, out of which (hip the admiral himfelf came. 

After the failure of the expedirion Mr. Griffin returned 
to England with the convoy and fquadron under Ihe orders 
of commodore LeHock ; and his next appoiotment, far 
as we have been able to inveliigate, was to the Captain. 
While in this flation and command, he was, we believe, 
principally employed as a cruifer. In the beginning of 
the year 1745, be was thus occupied, with three other 
ihips of the line, he himfelf being the fenior, or command- 
ing officer, and fell in with two French (hips, alfo of the 
line. As the afl^air made no little noife at the time, and 
one of ihe captains (Mr. Moftyn, of the Hampton Court) 
was fo much ccnfured, that his conduft became the fub- 
jeit of ferious inveftigation, we fhall ilatc the tranfailion 
at fome lengdi. The hril intimation was received in a 
private letter from Dartmouth, and was to the following 
eiFeS: " That a privateer, belonging to that place, had 
been taken by two French men of war, on January the 4lh, 
and on the 6ih was re-taken by the Captain man of war, 
captain Griffin. The veffel arrived at Portfmouth, and 
brought certain advice, that on the 6th inflant, the Hamp- 
ton Court, Captain, Dreadnought, and Sunderland, were 
left in chafe of two French men of war, of feventy guns 
each, and twenty fail of French merchantmen under con- 
voy, in laiiiude 48 ; that the four men of war gained ground 
upon them, particularly the Hampton Court, who was left 
within about two miles of the French." The privateei- 
alluded to was the Mars, commanded by Mr. commonly 
.called commodore Walker, who was himfelf on board die 
f loxiHani, the fmaller of the French ftiips, by which he 
unfortunately taken a few days be " 



^ 



.IV. 
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The following plain unadorned account is taken from 
the hiftory of that gentleman's voyages, a book, wel)e- 
lieve, now very little known ; and however it may be de«> 
ficient in elegance, it certainly is a curious and unbiafledy 
as well as autfientic account ot the tranfadion alluded to. 

'' It was," (ays the author, ** on a Friday we went cQ 
board the Floriifimt, at -break of day. On the Sunday 
morning following we (aw four fail of large (hips a-llenit 
which greatly alarmed the French, eljpecially as their 
gaining ground upon us was every halt hour more and 
more vifible. This panic of die French aro(e from 
their concern for die great value of their cargo,, as they 
were brii^ng home all the French and Spani(h treafure 
from the Weft Indies, to the amount of near four millions 
fterling: their (hips were beiides in no order for fiehting, 
as they had come fo long a voyage ; and were likewifis 
very fickly. In lefs than two hours we could plainly 

?rceive tiie four (hips a-item tu be £ngli(h men olf war. 
he French crowded all the fail they could to set away» 
and the£n^i(h were as brifk in purfuit of them. The cap* 
tain of the f^IorifTant, who had by this time become familiar 
with Mr. Walker, addrelled himfelf to him to this efiefi, 
^< That if it had not been for the trouble Mr. Walker 
had given him, by obliging him to go out of his cbuifey 
he might now be farther on his way, out of reach of the 
ihips in view:" he faid that, *' at the time, he thoi^t it 
ill-judged of the commodore to make the fignal for chaiingp 
confidering his treafure on board," of which he made no 
fecret. ** It is feldom," fays he, ** any great accident 
happens from (ingle caufei?, but by I chain or feries of 
things: thus, if we be here overcome, our -lofs will be 
owing to the warpi(hnefs," as he'called it, '< of a fingle 
frigate, which would not ceafe fighting fo lonfl as it had 
a (ling in its tail. " This being faid, though peeisijQiIy^ wiA 
fome pleafantry, and being rather complimentary than 
otherwiie, was received by us with equal eafe. We had 
certainly no reafon to be out of temper, as the fceoe of 
fortune was now clearing up in our favour, for the Eng^ifli 
drew near. The (hips were the Hampton Court, Dread- 
nought, Sunderland, and Captain. The Frendi officer oa 
board the Mars judiciouily bore away to the leewmrri, ia 
order to draw off one of the (hips in purfuit of hii^^ jhi» 
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rhad the intended effefl, for his majefty's fliip, the Captain, 
failed oiF in chafe of him, and retook him, but did not 
afterwards return to ihe fleet ; fo our (hip, the Mars, was 
brought back to England. The Sunderland Soft her main- 
top-maft in coming up, by which accident (he fell a-ftern ; 
bnt the Hampton Cgurt of feventy guns, and Dreadnought 
of (ixiy, aiittlea-llernofher, cameupalonglldeby fun-(et. 
As an engagement now appeared unavoidable to every 
body, the captain of the Floriifant again, wiih great polile- 
nefs, fpoke to Mr. Walker and defired the Englifli to quit 

tthequanerdeck, faying, " that he hoped we would ejccufe 
the neceility of things, but asan engagement was ex pefled, it 
was not ufual to adinit ftrangers on their decks."- Mr. 
Walker anfwered, " Sir, I go otFwilh great pleafure on 
the occafion, as I am now certain of my liberty ; and I 
, hope to have the fatisfaflion of feeing you again m being." 
We were then all condufled to the cockpit, where we 
difcovercd the fad fituaiion of the (hip, there being 
above one hundred and ninety of the people then lying 
lick, unable to Itir, fo that their confulion was very great; 
btit no engagement beginning that evening, Mr. Walker 
was very [bon called up. All that night and the next day 
ihe French kepi on their way, the Hampton Court 
and Dreadnought clofciy following; when the fecond 
evening coming on the Eng!i(h altt^ther difappeared. 
As this af&ir has been already fettled under the fanftion 
of a cotirt-martial, we refer to that better examination of 
ihc caufe of fuch proceedings." 

We have but little obfervation to make on the foregoing 



I 
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As to Mr. Griffin, he appears to be Utile impli- 
cated in the buliiiefs, thot;gh he was the fenior, and, con- 
fequently, the officer moft accountable. He chafed one of 
the (hips, which he captured, and by that conduiS feparalcd, 
perhaps unavoidably, from the reft of his companions. 
The only poflible ground on which his enemies could attach 
blame to him was, that he did not chafe the latgeft; but, to 
fay the truth, the molt clamorous, in refpeijl to the difap- 

Joinlment alludedto, were tolerably filent as to Mr .Griffin. 
le continued occupied, as before, for a conliderable time, 
and appears to have been very diligent ; but his inoft con- 
fcqiiential fuccefs was nothing greater than the capture of 
a large privateer belonging to St. NJiloe's, called th^ 
1 2 Gimd. 
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Grand Turk ; and a fecond, called the Achilles, which he 
took, in company with the Princefs Louifa*, on the 4th 
of June following the tranfaftion juft related. He re- 
mained occupied, as before, till 'the month of March 
1746 ; and his employment was then interrupted only by 
his being appointed prefident of two court-martials, 
affembled in fucceflion on board the Tilbury and St- 
George, for the trials of captains, the lord . Forf eftef and 
Cofby, a more particular account of which will be here- 
after given in their lives. 

It being deemed neceflfary to fend a fquadron to the 
Eaft Indies foon after this time, the command^ of it was 
given to Mr. Griffin with the rank of an eftabliflied com- 
modore. His firft operation was the blockade' of Pondi- 
cherry f, the reduftion of which place was the principal 

^ Admiralty-ofHce, May 29. His majefiy's (hips, the Captain 

and Monmouth, being on a cruize in the Channel, on Sunday the 26th, 
in the morning, they faw two fail in the S. £. quarter, to which they 
immediately gave chafe ; the Captain to the largeft, and the Monmouth 
to the other. At five o'clock in the evening the Captain came np 
with the chafe, and gave her a broadfide ; upon which fhe immedi- 
ately flruck, being then between Portland and the Gafketks. She 
proves to be the Grand Turk of St. Malo, with thirty-two guns and 
two hundred and forty men ; but had only twenty-four guns mounted^ 
having thrown eight Qverboard. > 

Admiralty-office, June 4. His majefty's fhips, the Captain and 

Princefs Louifa, being on a cruife in the Channel, on the 30th paft, at 
feven in the morning, faw two fail to the S. W. of ^hem, to which 
they immediately gave chafe. One of the ihips, which was an Englilh 
privateer, flood towards the Captain, and told them the other (hip 
they were in chafe of was a privateer of St. Malo. The Captain and 
Princefs Louifa continued the chafe, and at eight in the evening came 
up with the ihip, which flruck without firing a gun. She proves to 
be the Achilles privateer, of St. Malo, of twenty-two guns and one 
hundred and forty-eight men, and is fent into Plymouth. 

.• + Venice, Feb. 16, N. S. ^Thcre isjufl arrived in this port, on 

board a Venetian (hip, come from Alexandria, Mr. Peiisley, a fuper- 
cargo of the Eaf^ India company, >yho having loft his paftage, came 
from Bombajr to Aleppo by land; by him we learn that he left. 
India in Apnl laft, when they had received advice that 'commodore 
•Griffin, with fift^fn fhips of war, fitted out at Bengal, was arrived be- 
fore Pondicherry. The day that Mr. Peifsley Ictt Surat thejr inter- 
cepted a packet defigncd for the French commander; by which.tbey 
difcovered the flatipns of their, men of war, as alfo that they were' 
flarving at Fondicherry for want of provifions, particularly rice, which 
was not to be procured at any price, ' 
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objc£t which the armament was intended to accom- 
plilh. It failed^ however, in its execution ; but the 
junSion of Mr. Griffin's fquadron with, the Ihips which 
had been employed on that ftation, under the orders of 
Mr.^eytonj-'previous to his arrival, enabled him to pro* 
teil the Britiih fettlements from falling into the hands of 
the enemy, as they moft probably would have done, had it 
not been for that timely fuccour. His fubfequent opera- 
tions were not confcquential enough to demand any par^ 
ticular relation. While abfent he was, on the 5th of 
July 1747, promoted to be rear-admiral of the red, and on 
the 1 2th of May 1748, was farther advanced to be vicQ- 
adoiiral of the blUe. 

At the latter end of July 1748, Mr. fiofcawen, who 
had been invefled with the rank of commander-in-chief 
on the coaft of Coromandel, arrived there with a flout 
fquadron ; and Mr. Griffin having redgned to him the 
$:pmmand, proceeded to Tnncomale, in the middle of 
Auguft, to clear and refit his Ihips preparatory to his re- 
turn to Europe, as foon as the change of the monfoon 
• would permit him. .,ye reached England, without acci- 
dent ; but it being conceived that his failure againft Pondir 
jcherry was entirely owing toniifconduS, and feveral other 
fubordinate charges being alfo niade againft hiih, in parti- 
cular that he did not endeavour, to his utmbft, to. bring the 
French fquadron to an a&ion off the coaft qi Coromandel, 
he was tried by a court-martial, convened at Chatham 
on the ift of December 1750, which was as foon a3 the 
pecefiary witnefles could be collefled and brought frpia 
India. The charge againft him proved to be fo far wellr 
-founded, that he was fentenced to be fufpended frond Hi? 
rank and employment, as a flag odicer, during his majer 
^y's pleafure. 

He was afterwards reftored to his former ftation, but, 
as it is faid, under the exprefs flipulation, that he (hpuld 
^cver. receive any higher rank. His minifterial friends, 
however, advifed him t^ try his fortune in endeavouring * 
to procure himfelf to 'bp chofen reprefeptative for the 
horoqgh of Aru^dol. In this he fucceedcd for that time, 
but was not re-elefled in any fubfequent parliamfeHt; 
. neverthelefs the jnt^rcft he acquired by following the advice 
pf his frien^Sy eniAbted them to exert th^ ipfiuencc fo. Air 
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in his favour that the former ftipulation was forgotten ; 
and after paffing regularly through the fcveral intermedin 
ate ranks, he at laft attained that of admiral of the white. 
Having, for a great many years previous to his de||afey 
lived totally retired from public life, he diid at Im fin 
the courfe of the year 1771) in Wales, where he is faid to 
have for fome time reflded. 

The following is given, but by an author of no great 
confequence, as the reafon of his failure in the expedi«r 
tion ^ainft Pondicherry. 

** It was in Auguft that commodore Griffin appeared 
before the place; he found it ftrengthened by many new 
works ; the fortifications mounted with one hundred and 
eighty pieces of heavy cannon, aYid the exterior works 
flanked with fix confiderable forts; the magazine and 
arfenal well flored; and the garrifon, with the armed 
Indians, amounting to near five thoufand men." 

LAWS, William, — vms, on the 5th of March 1732, 
appointed captain of the Seaford frigate. We meet with 
no other information concerning him, except that, at the 
end of the year I74i> he was fent out to Jamaica^ with a 
fmall force, to proteft thither a reinforcement of troops, 
and in 1744 commanded the Greenwich, of fifty guns, 
On the 24th of July,i747, he was put on the fuperannuated 
lift with the rank and half-pay of a rear-admiral. The 
time of his death is unknown. 

MITCHEL, Cornelius, — was, on the 14th of June 
1731, appointed captain of the Lark, of forty guns; and 
afterwards either of the Norwich, or Rocheftei* ; which cf 
the two is uncertain. Soon after the rupture with Spaiii 
we find him commanding the Kent, a third rate of leventy 
guns, one of the fquadron (lationed in the Weft IndieS;^ 
under Mr. Vernon, in the year 1741. He continued 
jenriployed, principally, we believe, in the fame part of the 
world, till the year 1746 ; no mention is at leaft 
made of him rill that time ; and happ^ had it been for 
himfelf and his reputation, if he had pailed on in the fame 
lindiftinguiflied flream through lifb, or that hiftorv had 
not been ireludantly compelled to affix on him the ftigma 
of infamy. '. 

About the latter end of the month of July vice-admira) 
Payersi who then commanded-in-^hief on the Jamaica 



KAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. l^t 

ftation, received intelligence thai monfieur Conflans was 
hourly expefled at Marlinico, from France, with a fqua- 
dron of four (hips of war, one of feventy-four, another of 
(ixty^our guns, with a fifty-four and a forty-four, having 
und9 t^cir yote£tton a fleet, confifting of ninety met- 
chani-fhips, laden with ftores, ammunition, and provi- 
fionsj as well for the fupport of the colony as its defence, he 
* in confequence immediately detached Mr. Mitchell to inter- 
cept them, with the following very fufficient force under 
his command : the Lenox, of fixty-four guns; the Staf- 
ford, l)is own fliip ; the Plymouth, and Worcefter, of fixty 
guns each; the Milford, of forty.four; and the Drake 
iioop. The commodore fell in with the enemy on the 
3d of Augiift, and at fcven in the evening was a league to 
windvrard of (hem, when, inftcad of inftantly bearing 
down and engaging them, he made a lignal for the cap- 
tains of the feveral (hips to come on board him, the ma- 
jority of whom, it is laid, were of opinion that it would 
be better to defers the encounter till the next morning. 
Campbell flirewdly, and, generally fpealting, with much 
iriiih, obferves, " that councils of war feldom forebode 
much heroifm; for when a man calls his friends about 
him on the eve of an engagement, and afks them whether 
he fliall fight then or (tay till the next day, there is much 
rcafon to believe he had rather not fight at all." Orders 
were, however, iflitcd to all the (hips to keep the enemy 
in fight during the night, and to be ready for aflion as 
foon as day-light ftiould appear. Thus was the appear- 
ance, at leaft, of fpirit kept up ; but the fcquel, Campbell 
obferves, unhappily proved it to be only appearance, for 
the caution of Mr. Mitchell was fo great, that when night 
catne on he ordered his (bips to carry no lights, left, as 
hiflorians fay, the French fquadron Qiould be fo rude as 
to give himchace. 

With all due deference to authority fo refpeflabte as that 
of Mr. Campbell's opinion and judgement, we muft, in the 
pcefeni inflancc, obferve, that though we cannot difprove 
fuch 10 have been the motive of Mr, Mitchell's conduct, 
yet it is by no means incontrovcriibly edabtinied that it 
was fo. He might certainly have iffued the foregoing 
order from an intention diametrically oppofite to that 
ftiggeflcd, and in the hope, that by coacealing the lights 
P4 af 
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of his fquadron he might get nearer the enemy than they 
otherwife would permit him to do. Whatever were, indeed^ 
the reafons which influenced his condu6t, the event proved 
unfortunate, for the French merchant-fhips made their 
efcape during the night, and in the morning moilliei^F 
Conflans, with the ftiips of war, followed their example, 
after exchanging a few diflant ihot with the Britifh fqua- 
dron. Mr. Mitchel's conduct was afterwards inveftigated 
by a court-martial, held at Jiamaica on th^ 28th of 
January; and their opinion confirmed the propriety 
of Mr. Campbell's remarks, for he was fentenced to be 
difmifled the fervicc, and was declared incapable of being 
ever again employed. He was, however, fome little time 
afterwards, reftored to his half-pay, of ten (hillings per 
day. He did not long furvive his difgrace, dying, 
as Mr. Hardy informs us, in the courfe of the year 

1749. 
SWALE, William, — was, on the ift of September 

1731, appointed captain of the Rye frigate; in this veflel he ' 

was ordered out to fiarbadoes, in 1733, having on board, 

as a paffenger, lord Howe, who had jiift before been 

appointed governor of that illand. In the year 1737 he 

was fent to the coaft of Guinea, being then captain of 

the Oxford; and having had the misfortune to break his 

leg while employed on that ilation, died, in confequencQ 

thereof, on the 9th of November 1737, being on his 

palTage from thence. Mr. Hardy, in his naval lift, ftates;^ 

from what authority we know not, that he died at fea on 

the ith of November 1736. 



1732.' 

- BOUTFLOWER, William, — is ftatcd in Mn 
Hardy's, and in fome of the MS. lifts of naval officers, to 
have taken port in the Flamborough frigate on the a3d of 
December 1732; and to have died in the Weft Indies on 
the 23d of December 1733, being at that time captain of 
the fFolfJIoop, 

CAVE, Clemfon (ad), — is a gentleman nearly ef the 
;faine defci^ption. His name is given by Mr. Hardy, but 
If not to be met with in any of the MS. lijis of naval tjfuirt 

of 
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^ this year. He is faid to have been appointed, on Janu^ 
ary the 24th, to the Port Mahon. No farther notice is takeu 
of him even by the fame authority ; and it is not impro- 
bable he is confounded with the perfon of whom a 
ihort account has been given, vol. iii. p. 125. The 
fingularity of the primitive, as well as that of the firnamcp 
encourages the idea, at leaft, of their confanguinity ; and 
a private MS. memorandum confirms to us the belief, that 
a gentleman of that name was appointed captain in the 
navy at the time as ftated^ 

COULSELL, William, — was, on the ift of April 
1732, appointed captain of, the Rofe frigate. No other 
mention is made of him, or notice taken, except to inform 
]us that he died in England ; the time not being mentioned, 

OGILVIE, John, — is fuppofed to have been the third 
fon of fir Alexander Ogilvie, of Forglen, fecond fon of 
George, fecond lord B^mfF, who was created a baronet 
anno 1701, and appointed one of the fenators of the col- 
lege of juftice anno 1706. This account is, however, 
merely fuppofititipus, formed on fuch circumftantial infor- 
mation as we have been able to procure. All we know 
with any degree of certainty is, that he was, on the 13th 
pf January 1732, appointed captain of the Kingfton; 
from which (hip he was, if cyer commiflioned, ver^ foon 
afterwards removed. He died at Lifbon on the i8th of 
May 1734, being then captain of the HeQor. A private 
memorandum informs us he was, in the firft inftance, 
appointed to the He£tor. 

PARRY, William, — was, in 1731, appointe4 com* 
mander of the Otter floop, on the Newfoundland ftatjon. 
He was from thence, on tpe i8th of April 1732, promote4 
to be captain of the Torrington, and ordered to the coaft 
of Africa. Not long after his return to England he wa^ 
appointed to the Charlotte yacht ; and fome time previous 
to the year 1745 to the William and Mary yacht. He 
continued in tnis ftation till his deceafe, which happened 
on the 6th of February 17 S3* 

TO WRY, John, — was, on the 7th of November 
J 732, made captain of the Shoreham, and was employed 
againft the Salletines. He efFefted a very fignal piece of 
fervice, in conjundlion with captain Wyndham of the. 
Hofe, having furprized and burnt two of their largeft cruir 
Ifej^Si mounting twenty-fix guns each: in tbe fame (hip hq 
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continued till the year 1735 or 6. Having been in one 
of thofe feafons at Canfo, fometinie after hoftilities had 
commenced with Spain, he was promoted to the Buck- 
ingham. This was atx)ut the year 1742; and he was/ 
almoil immediately on his appointment, ordered to the 
Mediterranean, where he continued till fome time after 
the adion off Toulon. The Buckingham, having been 
one of the (hips belonging to Mr. Leuock's divifion, was 
not engaged, fo that he underwent the mortification, 
which mud be a great one to a gallant man, of looking 
on, without being perfonally concerned in fo gr&Lt an 
encounter. In the following year, 1745, he was ordered 
home, being one of the witneiles fummoned*, on the part 
of the crown, at the trial of Mr. Leftock. On the 25th 
of February 1747^ he was appointed a commiffioner of^ 
the navy refident at Mahon. This was a temporary office 
created in confequence of the powerful fleet, which it had 
become neceifary to maintain in the Mediterranean^ and 
was intended to ceafe at the conclufion of the war. Mr« 
Hardy aflerts, and his information is in fome degree con^ 
firmed by a MS. memorandum, that in the montn of July 
or December following, this gentleman was put on the 
fuperannuated lift of admirals ; but we are notwithftanding 
well convinced this is a miftake. It is not, however, impro- 
bable that, after peace had taken place, he had, as a reward 
for hispaft fervices, a penfion fettled on him equivalent to 
the hall-pay of a rear- admiral ; and this circumftance may 
have given occafion to the error juft ftated. He died in 
EnE;land on the 20th of March 1757. 

Trevor, Thomas,— was commander of the Thun-. 
dcr bomb- ketch in 1729. This veflel was attached to the 
fleet, which was colleSed at Spithead in that year, jmder the 
orders of fir Charles Wager, but never proceeded to fca* 
On the a6th of February 1732, he was promoted to be 
captain of the Kingfton, probably a guardfliip. From 
this vefTel he removed, about the end of the year I734> 
into the Defiance, a fhip of the fame rate and foice^ 
which was one of the fleet fent, in 1735, under the orders 
of fir John Nonis, to Lifbon, previous to the commence- 
ment of hoflilities with Spain. In 1739 he was appointed 
to the Strafford, of fixty guns, one of the (hips put under 
the command pf Mr. Vernon^ when he was feni out on 
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the expedition againft Porto Bcllo, Captain Trevor was, 
confequently, concerned in that as well as the fubfequent 
defultory emerprifes which toolt place previous to the 
arrival of fir Chaloner Ogle; thefe were the firft at- 
tempts made on Carthagena, in 1740, as well as thole 
which immediately) and with more fuccefs, followed them 
agaitill the Spanirfi fettlemcnt on the river Chegre. Mr. 
Vetnon hoifted his flag on board the Strafford; but that 
fhip was little concerned in the attack, having had the 
misfortune, as Campbell exprefles it, to be retarded by 
an accident which happened to his fore-top-fail yard, and 
prevented his getting in to an anchor till ten o'clock at 
night. 

Mr. Trev R'H continuing in the Stratford was alfo 
prefent at that more unfortunate expedition, becaiife more 
confequential and attended with much greater deftruiSion of 
men, which proceeded for the fecond time againft Cartha- 
gena in 1741. Mr. Hardy and fome other MS. accounts 
agree, that this gentleman dledon July 3, 1743, being then 
commander of the Duke. But a private memorandum wc 
have Teen contradifls this circumftance, fo far as to place 
the time of his deceafe two years later, and that at the 
time of his death he was captain of the Leviathan. We 
mod, however, in reply to this account, confefs we do not 
find any (hip of that name in the royal navy at the time 
Rated. 

WINGATE, John,— was, on the 6th of April 1732, 
appointed captain of the Torrington. This commiffion 
was given him merely that he mi^t take rank as com- 
mander of a port fliip from the time jull mentioned, for 
in twelve days afterwards he was fucceeded as captain 
of the Torrmglon by captain Parry. No fubfequent 
mention is made of him in the fervice, nor have we been 
able to collect any farther information concerning him, 
except that he was the defcendant of a family of fome coht 
fcquence in the county of Bedford, and died in England on 
the jgthof May 1760, 
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BURRISH, George.— This unfortunate man entered 
into the naval fervice under the protedion and patronage 
of that very great naval charafter, the earl of Berkeley, hav* 
ing obtained the king's letter, a mode of entering into the 
fervice which we have before explained, when that noble* 
man went to fea, in March 1718-19, ;as coq^mander-in- 
chief of the fleet, with an appointment little inferior to 
that of high-admiraL After pafling through the intermedi* 
ate ranks, he was, on the 7th of May 1733, appointed 
captain of the Blandford. At the end of the year 1735 
he carried over his excellency general Oglethorpe- to 
Georgia, he being then mod afliduoufly occupied in fet- 
tling that colony. Mr. Burrifli remained in the fame 
fhip till the year 1738, when it was put out of commif- 
fion for a fhort time, in order to undergo a thorough 
repair. This being completed, Mr. Burrifh was imme- 
diately re-appointed to her; but we do not find any 
mention made of the fervice, or ftation on which he was 
employed, although we know him to have retained the 
fame command till after the year 1741. 

On his quitting the Blandford we believe him to have 
been promoted to the Dorfetfhire, of eighty guns; ip 
which fhip be was, mod probably, immediately ordet^ 
to the Mediterranean ; and being charged with very im- 
proper behaviour, in the a£tion with the French and 
opanifh fleets off Toulon, was one of the officers put 
under an arreil, but not till a confiderable time after the 
a6lion« He wasordered home for trial in the following yeaf • 
The court-martial confided of the following membegrs^; 
admiral fir C. Ogle, prefident ; rear-admiral Mayne ; com** 
modore Thomas Smith ; with the captains. Parry, Winder 
h;im, Chambers, Rentone, Allen, Frankland, fir William 
Hewitt^ Coleby, Laton, Hamar, fir Charles MoDoy, 
Gearyi CaUis^ Rodney, Erlkine^ Pitman, Elliot, Spragge, 

Swantoji^ 
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Swanton, Stewart, and Ormc ; aflembled on board the Lon- 
don, a fecond rate, in Chatham river, on ihe 25th of 
September, when the following charges were exhibited 
againft captain Burrifli, 

ift. For not engaging within point blank, with- 
drawing from the battle, and being out of his proper ftatioa 
in the line. 

2dly. For not bearing down and engaging in his 
ftalion, notwithftanding admiral Mathews fent him, dur- 
ing the engagement, two fcveral orders to bear down, and 
engage the enemy; in return to which orders, the faiil 
captain Biirrilh pretended he had no powder filled, attho' 
an engagement had been expelled for feveral days before. 

3dly. For firing when he was fure of not reaching 
the enemy, upon a point blank, contrary to his inftruc- 
tions and duty. 

4ih!y. For not aflifting and relieving the Marlboro" 
(though the next (hip to him, he beingcapable of affording 
neraffiftancc)agreeabletohisinflniiSions,and to two feveral 
orders fent to him, by lieutenant Bentley, from admiral 
Mathews, 

5thly. For not covering and conducing the firefliip^ 
whereby ihe blew up without doing execution, notwiin- 
Itanding the deceafed captain of the fireliiip did hail him, 
and requelt ailiftance from him. 

A variety of witnefTes were examined in fupport of 
thefe charges, as well as in defence of Mr. Burrilh ; and, 
perhaps, never was greater contradiftion manifeOed on 
any trial whalfoever ; fome having borne the moft unfa- 
vourable teftimony to the condudl of captain Burrifh, and 
others, on the contrary, having as pofitively aflerted, (hat 
no (hip in the fleet behaved better than the Dorfellhire, 
and no oflficer more gallantly than captain Biirrifli. The 
moll honourable lellimony in his favo'.ir appears to have 
been that of captain Dc Langle, admiral Rowley's captain; 
but this was merely to charadler, and not to faiSls, He 
depofed, that when captain Burrifli was put under arreft, 
by admiral Rowley, in confeqnence of onlers from Eng- 
land, that the crew iinanimoufly teftified the greateft fur- 
prize, and lamented in the ftrongeft terms the injuflice 
done to theii captain. 

a . Captaia 
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Captain Burrifh^ when called upon for his defence^ atid 
eSered a xeafonable time to prepare it; replied, *^ that what 
he had to fay flowed from truth and juftice, that he wanted 
no body to prompt him ; and that what he had to obferve 
was fo very (hort, that it was not worth while to adjourn.*' 

He then proceeded to anfwcr the particular points givea 
in evidence againft him. " Thereare manycontradiftions/' 
faid he, ^* even in perfons that belong to one ihip. I am 
charged with not being within point blank of the enemy; 
but I have to obferve, that my officers have proved^ 
a (hot went through the main-maft, and that it pailed 
direfily through in a line; therefore I muft at that time 
have been within point blank, becaufe, if I had not, it 
would have gone through in a curve ; I therefore hople 
this is an anlwer to that article in the charge. 

" I am charged with the lofs of the fireihip. I never 
had any orders to go down to cover her; and I 
never knew where fhe was going till fhe paiTed ine : 
then, though fhe was going to the rear, I took care 
to give her all the fervice that was in my power^ by fend- 
ing my barge to take up her men. 

" 1 am charged with not being in my flation ; but I 
believe I have proved, that I was always in a line with 
the admiral, or rather to leeward of him. Here I 
beg to obferve, that, fuppofe I had not been within point 
blank when I fired upon the enenny, yet, as the fignal was 
abroad for the line of battle, I hope the court will con«^' 
fider, and I will fubmit to them, whether I fhould not 
have fired upon the enemy, if I was in a line with the 
admiral, though I was not at that time within the reach 
of point blank. 

^^ I am charged with not affifling the Marlboroudi ; 
but hope I have fully proved that 1 gave her all the affift- 
ance I was capable of. I am forry me was difabled ; and 
furely it was owing to the greatefl rafhnefs in a commander 
that ever was known ; for had not fhe, by the rafhnefs of 
her commander, gone in between the Namure and the 
Real ; had fhe kept a-flern of t^e Namure, they muft havi^ 
dcflroyed or taken the Real; but by that rafhnefs ihe 
rendered the Namure entirely incapable of any fervice* It 
has been afked why I did not go a-flern of the Marlbo- 
rou^h before I had my orders: but I beg leave to 

obferve 
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cbfeivc, that it has been given in evidence, I was even then 
to leeward of the admiral^ and 1 truft it has been alfo 
proved, that as foon as I had orders from the admiral,- 1 
went iminedbccly down to tlie aftiilance of the Marlboro'. 
I hope, and fhall take it as a particular favour, if the court 
would give me an opportunity to clear up the fitualion at 
the Dorfetihire from the reprefentations given by Mr. 
Leflock in his draughts," 

The couri here interrupted him and fald, " none of thefc 
draughts have been given in evidence againH you here; 
they are of no weight in this court, and are no foundation 
of the charge againft you." 

The prifoner proceeded, " If Mr. Mathews had thought 
me the leaft culpable he would have fufpeiided me before 
he came home: and as a farther proof that 1 was not fuC- 
pefled of mifconduft by any of ihe commanders, Mr. 
Rowley afterwards milted mc with a very coniiderable 
vommand there : and now to be loaded with fo much in- 
famy, ii is too much for a man to bear. I had rather be 
Ihot. I will fubmit to the court." He then burft into 
tears, and was going to withdraw. 

The court aiVed him " if he would recollefl himfelf 
and make any farther obfervations." He replied, " He 
had nothing farther to fay, but would fubmit to the court," 
and then withdrew. 

After two days deliberation the following judgement 
was given. 

" OiSober the gih, — In purfuance of an order from 
the lords of the admiralty, dated the nth of September, 
the court have proceeded to enquire into the conduft irf 
captain George Burrifli, commander of his majefty's ihip 
the Dorfetihire, on the nth of February 1745, in the 
engagement between his majefty's fleet and the com- 
bined fleets of France and Spain, he ha^ been tried 
upon X charge exhibited againll him, on bthalf of the 
crown ; and the court having ftriflly examined into the 
matter, having heard all the witnellts, as well on be- 
half of the crown, as of the faid George Burrifli, and hav- 
ing duiy coulidercd thereof, it appears to the court, that 
when the Dorfetftiire firii broujjht-to ihe was not in a line 
with the admiral ; but after the admiral hauled off the was 
iii a line, or rather to leeward ot the admiral. That the 
■ I Dorfe*. 
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Dorfetfhirc, after the Marlborough's mafts were gone, lay 
inadive for half an hour ; and that (he had not then re- 
ceived damage to make her lying inaSive necelfary. That 
ivhen captain Burrifli received a mefl^ge from the admiral 
to bear down and aflift the Marlborough, he bore down, 
but foon after he hauled up again for a little time, upon a 
miftaken i nformation that he had no powder iiUed ; that being 
cleared up he foon bore away, and allifted the Marlborough, 
by engaging the Real till fhe bore away. That as he had 
no orders to cover the firefhip, by fignal or otherwife, he 
is hot chargeable with the lofs of that fhjp. That a bar- 
fliot came on board the Dorfetfhire in the firft part of the 
engagement, and as (he did not afterwards haul off, the 
Dorfetfhire muft have been within extreme point blank 
during the greateft part of the engagement ; that by reafoa 
of his lying ina£^ive as above, and not being in a line 
with the admiral when he firft brought to, he is guilty of 
the charge exhibited againft him, as he did not do his ut- 
mofttobum, fmk, or deftroy the enemy, nor give the 
proper" affiftance to the Marlborough till after the meflage 
which he received from the admiral ; and that he is guilty 
of a breach of the I2th and 13th articles of the fighting 
inftruftions, contained in an a£t of parliament made in the 
thirteenth year of the reign of king Charles the Second ; 
and therefore the court do adjudge him, the faid captain 
Burrifli, to be caftiiered and for ever rendered incapable 
of being an officer of his majefty's navy ; and it is ordered 
that the marftial do difcharge the faid captain Burrifli out 
of his cuftody." 

Notwithftanding the above fentence, to the juftice and 
propriety of which, from the very well known and ho- 
nourable charafter of his judges, we cannot in the fmalleft 
degree except, it is the part of candour to obfervc, that no 
man had ever lived with a fairer and more honourable 
charader, previous to the unfortunate event, which, as we 
have feen, did fuch irreparable injury to his reputation. 
Many of his cotemporaries, men in the higfaeft popular 
eftimation, who knew him well, could fcarcQly<:redit what 
were indifputably eftablilhed as faSs, and declared, with 
the utmoft aftonifliment, " they believed it next to im- 
poffiblc for captain Burrifli to behave otherwife, than as a 
nian of gallantry ;and intrepidity/* He does not appear< 

to 
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to have been ever reftored even to his half pay, nor is the 
time of his death known. 

FANSHAW, Charles, — when a mafter and comman- 
der,, was appointed to the Hawke floop of war. We be- 
lieve him to have been promoted from thence, on the nth 
of January 1732-3, to be captain of the Solebay frigate ; 
from which he was afterwards removed into the Phoenix. 
So immaterial and unconfequential were his feveral appoint- 
ments that we do not find any mention whatever made of 
him till the year 1739, when he was ordered to Carolina, in 
company with the Heftor, commanded by fir Yelverton 
Peyton. On his return to England a charge of mifcon-* 
du&, while employed on that fl:ation,*was exhibited againft 
him; in confequence of which he was tried by la courts 
martial, of which admiral Cavendifh was prefident, held 
on board the St. George, at Spithead, on the 9th of June 
1742, and fentenced to forfeit fix months pay for the ufe 
of 'the cheft at Chatham. He does not appear to have 
ever again entered into aftiial fervice ; but it is not im- 
probable the above decifion was thought fomewhat fevere,he 
having been, on the 15th of July 1747, put on the fuper-- 
annuated lift, vC^ith the rank and half-pay of a rear-admi- 
ral. He died in England on the i6thof February 1757. 

GOODERE, Samuel. — This unhappy man was the 
third and youngeft fon of fir Edw. Gbodere, of Burhope, 

in the county of Hereford, bart. and , only daughter 

of fir Ed. Dinely, of Charlton, in the county of Worcefter^ 
bart. by Frances his wife, fitter to Thomas, marquis of 
Rockingham. He was from his earlieft youth deftined, 
by his father, for fea ; and his firft entrance into that way 
of life was in the fervice of the merchants. There is a 
fliort account ftill extant of this gentleman, written im- 
mediately after his execution, by fome perfon apparently 
very well acquainted with every private circumftance 
worth recording, relative to his life. It informs us that^ 
having learnt the firft rudiments of navigation pradi<» 
cally, after being properly furnifhed with the theory at- 
ichool, he made feveral voyages, during which, by his 
uniform propriety of conduct, he gained the good word 
and good will of the different captains he failed with. After 
beingduly qualified for fuch a truft he obtained the command 
ci a veiTei in the merciiant fervice himfelf. In that ftation 
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he made two or thr^e voyages v.iih riiccefs; but his views 
er.lar^^ir.^ v!ih his vfars ^r.d experience, he was deter- 
mir':ci, if poil-bic. to ^et preierment in the navy ; and, 
in purA:2r.ce of this rrfolution, entered himfclf on board a 
(hip of TA ar, in the rei^n of queen Anne. His rather, foon 
after his embracir.g the fervice, proa:redhim aftition fit- 
ting his birth ; ar.d when he hid ftrvcd his time, accord* 
xng to the rules prefcribea by the fervice, was promoted to 
be a lieutenant before th-- acceTnn of George the Firll. 
Ai! this time he conducted hin^jfelf fuitable to his rank, to 
his own hopes of preferment, ar.d to firEdv.ardGoodere's 
wifhes and expectation^. 

As an officer, he behaved in the mofl becoming manner 
to all of fubordinatc rank, and with the propcreft defer- 
ence to thofe who were his fuperiors in command. He 
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having, on the 24ih of May, in that year, failed from 
Plymouth Sound, in the Winchefter, on an expedition 
againd the Spaniards, with whom Britain was then at 
war. On the 50th of May he arrived at St. Sebaftian's, 
where he received an order to command the boats, and was 
fent with them to cruife in (hore, each boat having in it a 
junior lieutenant. The fir ft prize he made was a 
Spanifli ihallop, from Fonteravia; the next day he took 
another fliallop, with forty defeners, two were killed in the 
action, and two jumped overboard. He was afterguards 
employed to block up thecaftle of St. Sebaftian'sbyfea,and 
gave a full account of the ftrength of that place to the com- 
manding officers, he having every other day been on 
command with the boats, who went upon the fervice juft 
ftated. 

On the 23d of June he made one hundred and fifty French 
foldiers prifoners, and attempted to furprize the ifland of 
St. Clare ; but coming within muflcet-lnot, the Spaniards 
began to fire. He did not return their falute till he came to 
the ufual place of landing; when finding the water upwards - 
of fix feet deep, and no place to land a man, fo as to be of 
any fervice, he ordered the boat to be winded, and went 
through their fire back again, getting on board with the 
lofs of eight men ; four killed, and four wiio died of their 

I . wounds 
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VFOunds before he got to his (hip. On the 9th of July 
he was ordered to go into St. Oviedo and reconnoitre 
that place. The Spaniards fired very briflcly at hini, but 
he received very little damage, having only one man 
ihot through the mouth, and two (hot which pafled thro' 
the boat. When coming out he took a Spatiifli launch 
laden with wheat for St. Sebaftian's. On July 12, tht 
fquadron Anchored in a fandy bay to the weft ward of St» 
Antonio j and the fignal being made for tlie foldiers to 
land, it was etFcfted, though not without much diffictjlty. 

Neither officers or foldiers were very eager to go on 
(hore, but colonel Stanhope jumping out of his boat> 
emboldened fome of them to follow him, and others were 
thrown overboard by the feamen. The Englifh (hips fired 
'Very briflcly at two batteries, and difmounted the guns. X^c 
Spaniards then ran away ; on which the Wincherter and 
Antelope fent forty Engliih feamen, who took poflfeflion 
of the Spaniih works. At ten they entered the town of 
St. Antonio, when they burnt three (hips on the flocks, 
one of feventy and two of fifty guns each. They likewife 
dcftroyed all the king's magazines, ftorehoufes, and what 
tfat^ contained ; togetherwith all theplanks,maft6 and yards^ 
that were in the yard ; the forts were ta)^eh and demoliflied ; 
their cannon fpiked up, the carries burnt, and whatever 
couM be of ufe tothe enemy thrown Into the lea. ' 

July ao, Mr. Goodcre was ordered tp go and rccon- 
fkcitre Ferrol and Decoina, in order to find a place to land 
a body of men, which were to march to the back of thfc 
Groine. He proceeded accordingly, and landed a little 
way from Decoina, of which town he took poffeflion, and 
found in it one hundred and fixty families. Ten or twelve 
of , the Englifh having ftraggled in a diforderly manner, 
emboldened the Spaniards to rally, which the Englifh per- 
ceiving, inflantly fired ; and having killed twenty at the 
firft diicharge, the reft of them ran away to the mountains. 

On July 22, he cut out of the harbour of Quares a 

Crivateer of twelve guns, which had a commiflion, figned 
y the Spanifli ambalfador, dated at the Hague the loth 
of Auguft, N. S. the captain's name S.ullivan, and the 
lieutenant's Galloway; the complementlaf men eighty. 
They all got aihore, and left a train to blow her up, but 
Mr. Goodere prevented it. In the iaaae harbour he took. 

0^2 a bark 
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a bark laden with provifions for the men of war at the 
Groine ; a bark in ballad, and another laden with onions* 
He afterwards landed his men, and took off two hundred 
and forty fheep. 

On the 17th of September (as he relates in his journal j 
at half an hour after twelve, we anchored in the bay of 
Ribardue ; the caftles and ftiips fired very briflcly on us 
for three hours, and we at them. The commodore fenl 
for me, and giving me a commiffion for the Greyhound, 
ordered me to go with the boats and tow her out : I im- 
mediately jumped into the boat, and commanded the reft 
of the men to follow me, which they-did to the number 
of one hundred and fifty. We landed juft bvthe weftermoft 
cadle, which we took, and hoifting EngliOi colours, 
fired the guns on the town. I then went in a barge in 
order to go on board the Greyhound ; but when we were 
about one hundred and fifty yards diftant Ihe blew up ; and 
the other Spanifli man of war was fet on fire. I then 
went on board the merchant (hip, where I found a train 
to blow her up, which I prevented. 

September 18, the Town of Ribardue capitulated, and 
delivered hoftages. In the afternoon we attacked Caftro* 
pel, a town two miles up the river, and took it, bringing 
off hoftages for the payment of contributions. 

Next day (added Mr. Goodere) I went witli all our 
boats, manned and armed, to Ribardue, and Caftropel, to 
force them to perform what they had promifed the day 
before. We took what we could get, which were five 
hundred piltrois from Ribardue, and one hundred and fifty 
from Caftropel. We exchanged hoftages, and demolifh'ed 
their fortifications, throwing the guns into the fea. The 
fame afternoon we embarked all our feamen, and failed 
out of the harbour. 

On the 1 4th day of Oftober following the fquadron ar-p 
rived in Plymouth Sound, fo that nothing more worthy of 
notice is to be found in his journal, out of which the 
foregoing particulars are extra£led, and are confequently 
to be credited as fafts. 

We have no fubfcquent information concerning him 
till his promotion, on the 13th of November, to be cap- 
tain of the Antelope, of fifty guns ; and are again ignoiant 
of any particulars relative to his life, till bis uofortu- 

nate 



KAVAi. OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 245 

mte advancement to the command of theRuby. We 
call it unfortunate, inafmuch as that (hip being uationed 
in the Briftol channel, he was/the better enabled to carry 
a mod infernal projedl into execution*, which, even 

though 



* We have the following particulars of his behaviour in private 
life, and have been induced to inferc them, as a proof how the ftrange 
contrarieties of honourable condu6l, and infamy in its blacked ihape, 
may exift in one and the fame charaBer.- 

" If he behaved well abroad, he did the fame at home, and became his 
father's favourite Ton, the Ton in whom he mod confided, with whom he 
oonverfed mod frequently, and the fon he feldom or never chofe to 
enter upon any thing of confeauence or moment, after the death of his. 
lady, without having fird coniulted. As his judicious behaviour, and 
dutiful carriage to his own parent, gained him his fincere regard and 
afie£Uon ; fo ms fobriety, good nature, free converfation, and candour, 
di&overable upon all occafions, gained him the love of his acquaint^ 
ance, and the general edeem of the whole country. We may, therefore, 
vith great truth, aflert, that till he became guilty of the late direful 
4£tion, the unhappy captain Goodere had as valuable, as well edab* 
liflied a character in Hereforddiire, and, in every other place where 
he came, and' was known, as any gentleman of his dation in life, could 
liope for or defire. 

, *' Soon after he was made a lieutenant, he was, with, the confent 
of relations on both fides, married to a young gentlewoman of a* 
worthy family, who is much too good and valuable in herfelf,* 
to have her maiden name mentioned upon this miferable, melancholy 
occafion, inconfolcable'as die is for the dreadful difader befallen her 
brother-in-law, for the difgrace and infamy brought upon her children,, 
and for the more dreadful doom her wretched hud>and brought upon 
himfelf. 

" The captain had a handfome fortune with this lady, equal to 
the edate his father fettled upon him. They were as happy in each 
ether, always living as comfortably together, as thofe always do, whofe 
kearts as well'as intereds are united, and make it their continual dudy, 
by every a£l of kindnefs in their power, to endear themfelves to each 
other. He mud, indeed, have been a brute to have a£led otherwife 
to Mrs. Goodere, who is, by univerfal confent, allowed to be a 
woman of the highed charader^ and mod confum'mate worth." 

From d)e fame fource we derive the following information relative 
to the cauie of that deadly and diabolical hatred which producedhthe - 
murder of one brother, and, confequently, the jud and ignominious 
death of the other. 

" A mod irreconcileable enmity took place between the captain 
and his brother, the late fir John Dinely having conceived, as the cap« 
taio faid, a caufelefs and an unjaftifiable antipathy at him, and msni- 
fiifled it whexiever he had it in his power. In fliort, they oppofed 
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though premeditated, a proper reflcftion might, perhaps, 
have induced him to abandon. The fteps he took prc- 

viocrs 



each other upon all Occafions, when it was podible for them to (hew 
their private refiBntment) and appeared in public in a« different Inureflt 
as if they were determined the world {hould be witnefs to their invete- 
rate hatred of each Other. 

'* The captain was not the only perfon whom (ir John Dinely ufcd 
ill; and it was thought that his having Aood forth as the proteflor of 
lady Dinely againft (ir John's unkina ufage of her, was one of the 
principal reafons of his perfecuting him with fo much ill nature and 
rancour. 

** Such was the difference in the behaviour of the two brothers ; but 
all who knew him condemned that of (ir John. The father not^ 
abating of his fondnefs for the captain, added fuel to that flame which 
already burnt but too fiercely, and made a compromife of their diflfer- 
exices more difficult than otberwife, perhaps, it might have proved. 
Sir John's high fpirit could not brook this fort of treatment, and he 
gave into the fatal refolution; fatal indeed, as it haa (ince proved to 
bimfel^, of cutting off the entail of his eftate, as foon as his (on fhould 
be of agifr tejoin with him in it, and diGnheritifig his brother, if hi» 
fon died' without iffue male. 

■ *< The late (ir John adhered to what hs had fo raihly refolve4 on ; aVid, 
vrhcn the young gentleman attained manhood, obliged him to join wijeh 
him in his dc^gn of difinheriiing his uncle. He cut off the entail 
accordingly, and fettled the efiate upon his only fitter, who wai mai«>- 
ried to one Mr. Foote, a gentleman belonging to the laws ^od after her 
dcceafe upon her eldeft fon. 

** This was undoubtedly a tranfa^ion which irritated and exafpe. 
rated captain Goodere more than any thing his brother had done be* 
fore, or could have done, that excepted, tne more fo when he heard 
of the death of (ir John Dineley's fon, who died prcfently afterwards. 
It is much to be apprehended this unhappy man then meditattfd the 
direful revenge he has iince taken for fuch an indignity at well injury 
offered to him, and his children, by this unkind a5t. He, however, 
fmothered his refentment for fcveral years, till the death of old (If 
^ward Goodere, their father, when the captain met with frefh 
difappointment, and matter, to enrage him ftill more. It is believed 
he at that time became more abfolutely determined than ever he 
had been, to carry his bloody defign into execution, whenever h» 
fhi^^"] be favoured with an opportunity of performing iteffedually. 

V \ here were many other quarrels between the two brothers^ 
which, as we have hinted, we could enlarge upon and give the worJd 
ail the particulars of; hut thofe, we think, (hould now be buried in 
everlaAing oblivion. If the unfortunate iir John Dinely waa to b)ame| 
as undoubtedly he was in many of them, he has paia dearly for hit 
having been fo; and we would not difturb bis aihes with any recapilQ* 
iation of his weaknefs, and mifcarriages in times paft. If the capieii^ 
)us iil^wife bcqn tQ hUme^ we wou]d equally avoid adding to the grief 

of 
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viduJ to the aftual commiffion* of the horrid crime for 
which he paid the forfeit of his life, are pretty fully ex- 
plained in the confeffion he made to the clergyman who 
attended him after his condemnation. This we have 
fiibjoin?d*, not only as affording a perfedl account of the 

horrid 

of his affli£led family, by a rehcarfal of his faults ; he having accounted 
fof them al), smd received from the juftice of bis country a punifli* 
Sbent equal to the crying fin he has been guilty of, if it is within the 
power of man to infH£t a pumOkment adequate to fo heinoua an 
affeiKe." 

* Confeffion of captain Gpodcre. 

'' As to the murder of my brother, it has been premeditated; an^ 
ibme people have been ill-nafured enough to tell me idle ftories 
relating to him, though God forbid I fhould fay any body dftf fo with 
intent to make me deftroy him. As I ufed Co walk on the tolzdl, at 
Briftol, I have heard things f|>oken of hrm, as if he intended to do me 
all the prejudice that lay in his power: yet I cannot fay but he was d 
good nafuredf man ; though otir family differences were fomented to fuck 
a decree, that we mortalTy baMd one another. Pray God grant all 
families may be united, and that brothers may never have fuch quar<< 
rels as we have had. I own I yms greatly to blame in many things, 
and fo was he ; pray God forgive us both. When I firft heard my 
brother was at B^th, and that he was to be at Mr. Smith'}, on' college 
green,Briftol, I applied to fhac gemTeman, and he was fo kind asto in« 
trodoce roe to my brother, and rejotcedto fee us reconciled. I fat down, 
and drank wine, after fltaking bands with my brother: I parted with him 
in a friendly manner. AH this time William Hammond, Charles 
Bryan, and Edward Macdonald, with Matthew Mahony, &c. were 
at Mr. Hobb's, the ffgn of the white hart, on college-green, oppbfite 
St. Augufline^s church, fronting Mr. Smith's: and when my bro- 
ther and myfelf came oat of that gentleman's houfe, lie ^ent' on^ I 
ordered thefe men not to touch him then, but to dogg him, and fee 
where he houfed : I then went into a coffee- hoiifc, near the change, the 
better to fecrete myfelf. Mahdny came to the cofiee-houfe, and told 
me my brother was gone on; and that he thought it would be proper 
ttf feize him, there being at this time, with the befgre-mentioned per* 
Xons, George Bed, cockftem of rhe barge, and greateft parrt of^the 
barge's crew. They laid hold of him ju(t as he carme under St. Atf- ' 
gultine's church-yard wall, and forcibly hurried him over captain 
Day's rope-walk, and fo on to the hot well, not far from which my 
barge lay. In coming along. I kept a little behind; and a foldier, 
who was in the crowd, afked, what the man had done : I rotd him be 
was a murderer, and goin^ on board the (hip to be tried. My brother 
then faid, I wi(h Mr. Smith knew how you ufe me; and called out 
murder, feveral times, and faid bis name was (ir John Dincley. But 
I took care to flop his mouth, to prevent his fpeaking, and when 
X bad got bim ioto the barrge, I ordered nrt bargetoeA to- tow away. 

Qi Wc 
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horrid tranfaflion, but as an implied proof of his finccre 
and genuine repc'nrance ; it being a maxim very generally 
eftablifhed, that no man confellcs that crime which he is 
not convinced of the wickednefs of. 

He 



We quarrelled in the barge, when the dcceafed called me coward, and 
afked me, if I was not aihamed to ufe him in fuch a manner. My 
heart relented a little; but 1 thought I had gone too far to retra£l, or 
curb my fixed refolution. When we had got him on board, I told 
' the crew he was mad; and ordered Mr. Jones to carry candles into 
fhe purfer's cabin, which I had fome days before caufed to be clcanec| 
for my brother's reception. When he came into the cabin he feemed 
uneafy, and looked fatigued, begging 1 would not ufe him fo. I 
afked him to drink a dram, (and my Heward brought up a bottle of 
rum) but he would not drink any of it: he Hill kept complaining of 
a pain in his limb5, caufed by our hurrying him along in fuch a 
manner, and faid his head ached. Mr. Duggen, the furgeon, went, 
by my order, to feel his pulfe, and faid it was pretty regular. Sir 
John ftill kept groaning; I went up to fupper, having firft or<* 
dered Mr.Weller, the carpenter, to, put two firong bolts on the cabin 
-door, where my brother lay, as he continued to make a great noife in 
the cabin. I told the people who h^ard him, that he was mad, ^n^ 
would cry out in the middle of the night when his mad fits came pn him ^ 
but they mud not inind him. When I returned from fupper I went 
to carry him a clean pair of fiockiugs, that I might the better fee 
how he lay, and which way we (hould murder him ;; at the fame time 
ordering the centry not to be furprized, if he, tore the cabin down in 
the morning. Between two and three o'clock I ordered Mahony to 
call up Charles White (for EliOia Cole, who was intended to aflift 
Mahony in this murder was dead drunl^) and to bring hini into my 
cabbin. White came prefently, and I believe I made him drink a 
quart of rum out of gill glaHes. When be was near drunk^ | 
aiked him if he yrould kill a Spaniard. The poor fellow feemed fur- 
prized; but Mahony and myfelf worked him up to a proper pitch, foi 
that he was ready enough to adift. All the nigh( long Mahony was 
to and fro in the depeafcd's cabbin ; and the centry thought he wa$ 
lent by me to aflift and help (ir John to any thing he might vyant in the 
■night, I mufl own that Mahpny was unwilling to cominit the mur- 
der; but I iniifted, that, as he had undertaken it, he fhould go thro* 
it. I immediately gave hini a handkerchief, and a piece of half- 
inch rope, about ten foot long, bidding hini and Whit^ follow me. 
The rope was to (Iran^le him, and the handkerchief to thrufl into hit 
mouth to ftop his makmg a noife. When we came to the cabin door 
I ordered the centry to give me his fword, and ordered him to go up on 
deck, which he did : I then opened the cabbin door, and Mahony and 
White went in. I faw my poor brother lying on the bed in his clothes. 
White feized him by the throat; anci, he having his Oock on, 
«lmofi (Irangled him. But he cried out murder, as w^U as he could. 
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. He was equally ingenuous to thofe his particular friends 
who vifited him while under confinement: and every 
effort to procure his pardon, as certainly, on all fimilar 
occafions they jiillly ought to be, proving ineffeftnal, he 
became perfcftly refigned to his fate. As to his behaviour 
it was in every refpe6l as exemplary as could be expefted 
from a man in his unhappy fituation ; and as the parti* 
culars attending his execution have nothing to diftinguifh 
them from all occurrences of the fame nature, it may, 

and help, for God's fake. I ftood at the cabin door with my fword 
drawn; and gave the lanthorn, which hung up in the cabin, juft at 
they had got the rope about his neck'. They told me to keep back. And 
the centry, whofe place I had taken, (eeing me without a candle, 
brought one to the cabin door; but I held my fword to his bread, and 
ordered him away : this was the very time tnat my poor brother wa« 
giving his lad gafp, for about a minute before I heard him fay. Oh, my 
poor life I which were the laft words he ever fpoke. 

*' In a minute or two after che deceafed expired, both Mahony and 
White came out of the cabin, and I afked if he was dead. They faid 
he was. I then went into the. cabin, and felt my brother's corpfe. 
Having afterward locked the cabin door, I put the key into my pocket, 
^nd ordered White and Mahony to attend meinmycabbin,wherelwent 
imd fat down. Mahony came in firfi, and faid, D — mn me, captain, 
we have done it, boy. Then Mahony gave me my brother's gold 
watch, and I gave him in return a filver one, which I wore. As to the 
money they took out of his pockets, they (hared it, each having up- 
wards of fourteen pounds, though White had the moft caih, becaufe 
Mahony had the watch; About four o'clock they went into tht yaul, 
and got on ihore, I having promifed to fen4 them tickets for three 
weeks or a month's abfence from the (hip. 

^* As to the difpofal of the deceafcd's body, we intended to have 
concealed it till the fiiip failed, and flung it over-board fewed up in a 
hammock; or if it had been difcovered before, then I intended to 
have proved, by Mahony, that the deceafed flrangled himfelf, and 
fought I could have influenced a jury to have brought him in lunatick. 

" I cannot help refleding on my condu£l in this unhappy affair; 
and what makes a great impreflion on me is, when my brother was 
firfi brought into the boat, he told me he knew my intent was to 
|nur4er him; and (fays he) why don't your men throw me overboard 
now, and then you may go a-ihore and hang yourfelf in the boat'j^ 
fore-fheet- Juflice has mod deferyedly overtaken me; 'and what 
fives me the greateft concern is, that tne death of thefe two poor 
f reatures, Mahony and White, lies at my door. Pray God forgive 
me; for fare never was any man guilty of fo much wickednefs. At 
lo what the witneflies fwore on my trial, I can contradi£l no part of it^ 
They did their duty, and I foi>^ve them, as I hope, through the merita 
fif qo/ deaf Sayi9ur, the Alxnighty will forgive m^^" 

■ . perhaps^ 
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perhaps, be better to conclude this melancholy narrative 
with the following remark, which, extraordinary as it 
may appear, is ftriftly true. Thofe very perfons on 
tvhofe evidence he was nnoft clearly convi6led felt indivi- 
dually the fevered forrow, that fate had made them the 
inftniments and means by which he was to receive the 
punilhment due to his crime, lamenting his fate with 
grief as poignant as though he had been a friend, a re- 
lative of their own. How conciliating, how worthy muft 
be the conduQ: of that man, who has fo ftrongly acquired 
the aife£iions of all thofe he commanded. He paid the 
forfeit to juftice on the 4th of April 1740. 

HARRISON, Robert,— was, on the loth of July 
1733, appointed captain of the Tyger, or, according to 
Mr. Hardy's account, of the Looe. We have no farther 
information relative to this gentleman fufRciently authen- 
tic to warrant our inferting it. By Mr. Hardy he is 
affertcd to have died in England on the 6th of July 1739 ; 
but a MS. memorandum places it on the fame day of the 
year in 1745. 

HERBERT, Richard,— in 1729 was commander of 
the Pool firefhip. He was> on the 2oth of November 
1733, promoted to be captain of the Diamond frigate, and 
or^red to the coaft of Africa. After this time wc 
know nothing of him till his promotion, immediately 
on the rupture with Spain in 1739, to the command oif 
the Norwich, a fourth rate of fifty guns. This fhip was 
one of the fmall fquadron put under the command of Mr. 
Vernon, when ordered to the Weft Indies on the expedi- 
tion againft Porto Bello. Mr. Herbert diftinguiihed 
himfclf in the moft fignal manner while enffploycd oft 
the above fervice, by the very able and gallant lupport 
he afforded commodore Brown, who led the attack. • In 
the enfuing year his behaviour was equally confpicuous in 
the various little defultory expeditions which Mr. Vcrnoft 
projcfted, and executed with different (iiccefs, againft the 
Snanifli fettlements, previous to the arrival of fir Chaloner 
C)gle. He is particularly to be noticed for his gallant 
condu£k at the attack of fort St. Lorenzo, . at the 
entrance of the river Chegre, as, in confequence of Mr. 
Vernon's (hip, the Stafford, having fprung her main-yard, 
he was ordered to lead the fquadron when the aftault was 

on 
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on that inftant taking place, and the fmalleft alteration in 
the difpofition might have been produSive of confufion. 

We labour under no inconfiderable degree of difficulty 
relative to this gentleman. Mr. Hardy ftates captain 
Herbert to have died in the Weft Indies commander of 
the Norwich, on the 26th of December, 1740 ; ^nd we 
are rather inclined to believe this account to be true : 
neverthelefs, we cannot help obferving, that we find^ 
early in the following year, an officer of the name of 
Herbert captain of the Tyger, of fixty guns, on the fame 
ftation. It is barely jpoffible that the gentleman juft 
mentioned may be a Nlr. Edward Herbert, of whom we 
fliall hereafter have occafion to give fome account. 

WINDHAM, Charles, — was promoted from the rank 
of lieutenant, without ever exercifing the intermediate 
office of commander of a floop of war, to be captain of 
the LoweftofFe, on the I2th of January 1733. He re- 
ceived this appointment merely to give him the rank of 
poft captain, being immediately afterwards removed into 
the Rofe ; in vvhich fhip he is (though erroneoufly) faid^ 
by many perfons, to have taken poft according to the date 
already given. He was in a few days ordered to Sallee, 
in company with captaia Cornwall in the Grey- 
hound, and captain Smith ia the Durfly galley, for the 
purpofe of obtaining fome fatisfaSion for the infults theit 
aUnoft daily committed by their corfaifs. He was re- 
markably aSive and fortunate while employed on this 
fcrvice, having deftroyed fevcrai of thofe piratical cruifers, 
in particular two mounting twenty^fix guns each, in 
company with captain Towry, of the Shoreham, about 
the month of July 1734. 

After having executed this piece of juftice he was orderejt 
to Caroling, ftill retaining the command of the Rofe. Hi| 
afterwards was captain of the Greenwich on the Weft 
India ftation, and returned home in the courfe of thc'year 
1740. We do not find any other mention made of this 
very brave and deferving officer till the year 1741 ; he then 
commanded the Monmouth. In tKe month of May 
1743> ^^ conjundtioQ with captain Cockhurn,i in the 
Medway,and a frigate of twenty guns, attacked the town 
of Santa Cruz, the chief town of the iiland of Gomera, one 
of. the CaJoariesj but ^ft^r ^ very brilk cannonading, 

from 
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from which the enemy fuftaincd confidcrablc damage, it 
being found abfolutely impra6licable to land any men, the 
farther profecution of the defign was given up. Captain 
Windham with his colleague ftood out to fea and con- 
tinued his cruife, without having receive^ any injury 
worth remarking. In 1745 he fat as one of the members 
of the court-maitial, held at Chatham, on the captain's 
charged with mifconduft in the aftion with the trench 
fleet off Toulon. Early in 1746 he was captain of the 
Lenox, and was from thence, fome time before the month 
of Oflober, promoted to the Duke of ninety guns. Early 
m the enfuing year he was advanced to the rank of com- 
modore, and hoi fled his broad pendant, on board the Duke, 
in Portfmouth harbour, on the loth of April. He immc- 
drately afterwards removed into the Kent, a new (hip, of 
feventy guns, juft before launched. He did not long fur- 
vive the appointment, dying at Bath, of the gout, in the 
<;ourfe of the following month. 



^734- 

AMBROSE, John,-^was, on the 27th of March i734> 
appointed captain of the Greyhound frigate, one of the 
fmaller vefTels attached, during that and the following 
year, to the fleet coUefted under the command of fir John 
Plorris, which, in the latter end of thofe feafons, pro- 
ceeded under his orders to Lifbon. We hear nothing 
of this gentleman fubfequent to the above period till 
the year 1741, when. he commanded the Kupcrt, of 
fixty guns, a ihip employed, during that fummer, as a 
cruifer. In this occupation no man could have been more 
alert, a'nd his fortune was equal to his very high deferts. 
He appears to have been principally, if not entirely, when 
out on fervice, ftationed m the Bay of Bifcay. His aSi- 
vity and exertions foon became remarkably confpicuous ; 
and though the feveral events are not, perhaps, of a rank 
to be claued among the moft memorable and prominent 

tranfadioas 
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tranfa£lions in war, yet they certainly merit particular 
notice ; and the more fo on account of that unfortunate 
charge which he afterwards fell under, as will be prefently 
feen. His firft fuccefs was the capture of two privateers 
which had done confiderable injury to the Brilifli com- 
merce. They were both fitted out from St. Sebaftian's: 
one of them, called the St. Anthoniade Padua, carrying 
liKteen guns and one hundred and fifty men; the other the 
Bifcay, of ten carriage and two fwivel guns, with one 
hundred and nineteen men. The latter algne had caj^- . 
tured twenty-three Englilh prizes fince tlie conimencc- 
ment of the war. On the 19th of September he had the 
good fortune to make prize of the moft confiderable private 
Ihip of war belonging to the Spanifh nation; it was c^ 
led the duke de Vendofme, mounting twenty-fix guns, axul 
manned with a crew confiding of upwards of 200 men. 

The circumftances attending this fuccefs were fuch as 
rcfle£led the greateft honour on the condu6l, adivity, and . 
gallantry of captain Ambrofe ; for though the force of the 
ihip he commanded was naturally fo fupteriox as appa- 
rently to render the fmalleft refiftance, on the part 01 the 
enemy, an zd of romantic rafhnefs, bearing more the ap* 
pearancc of a paroxyfm of madnefs, than the fair impulfe 
of a brave and intrepid mind ; yet this great difproportioa 
of force was moft confiderably leflened by the tempeftii- 
ous weather, and the confequently heavy Tea, which pre- 
vented captain Ambg)fe from opening any of his lower 
ports, thereby confiderably impeding the fhort conteft 
ivhich thofe difadvantages, under which he laboured, per* 
mitted the enemy to furfain. Captain Ambrofe firft got 
fight of this veffcl on the evening ofthei 8th ; it was then at 
fo confiderable a diftance as to be vifible only from the 
maft head, and had the additional advantage of beingdiredly 
to windward. Not, however, difcouraged by this very 
diftant profpe£t of fuccefs he immediately gave chace ; arnl 
after a purfuit continued for twenty-fix hours, during 
which time be ran upwards of feventy leagues, at laf^ 
fucceeded in clofing with him. The very great dlfpro* 
portion between the lofs of the enemy * and his own, dif- 

*■■■■ . ^— ^ ■ •-" • -v 

* The lofi of the enei^y amounted to twenty-nine men kiiled^be* 
jSdes the commander; twenty were, moreover, lb dofperately wounded 
tl^at very few of them recovered : while, on the other hand, only qae 
JBan was killed oa board the Rupert, and four were wounded. 

playci 
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played his ability in aftiftn, as much as his immediately 
preceding conduft did his activity in purfuit. 

"I'he prize was a fhip new from the ftocks, fitted in the 
complcteft manner, and equal to any velFel of the fame 
force in the Britifh navy. On the 7th of November fol- 
lowing, having in the interim convoyed his prize into port 
and returned back to his former ftation, he himfelf gave 
chace to two velfels which were to windward, and at the 
fame time obfcrved a large Spanifh privateer, itiounting - 
' twenty-four carriage and twenty fwivel guns, in chace of 
the Rupert. Captain Ambrofe was not, however, to be 
diverted from his lirft objeft. On coming,up with thofe 
he chaced, and fending his boat on board without firing a 
gun, he found them to be Dutchmen, whom he immedi- 
ately apprifed of his intention to entrap the enemy into a 
belief, that he himfelf was of the fame nation. He ac- 
cordingly trimmed his fails,* and manoeuvred his (hip in 
fuch a manner, as to induce a complete belief, on the part 
of the Spaniard, that the Rupert was a confort of the veffelt 
juft mentioned. The enemy accordingly crowded fail, and 
at the clofc of the day got up within two leagues. Captain 
Ambrofe now brought his (hip to to wait for his antar 

Sonill, who, on his nearer approach, difcovering his 
anger, and the force of the (hip he had before fuppofed 
to be unarmed, hauled upon a wind and made every 
eflFort to efcape. 

Captain Ambrofe now purfucd in his turn, and about 
two o'clock in the morning of the 8th was within gun- (hot 
of the Spaniard ; but, a fquall coming on, hcf loft light of 
him before he could clofe, and fecure him. At day-break 
captain Ambrofe again had fight of him ; and again the 
enemy ^as fortunate enough to efieS his efcape. On 
the 9th he once iaore difcovered him, and chaced the 
whole day. About half an hour part midnight he was fo 
near as to begin the engagement. The enemy maintained 
g running fight till two o'clock in the morning, when 
captain Ambrofe having worked up fo clofe as to enable him 
to board, the privateer ftruck*. In this encounter, which 
proved very bloody on the part of the Spaniard, captain 

* In a few days aftcrwnrc^s he cnpturcd a fmaller privateer called the 
Nueflra Lenora X)^\l\ Camien, mouniing fourteea carriage and fix 
fwivel g/ooSi with a crew of one hundred and eighty-one men. 

Ambrofe 
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Ambrofe himfelf loft only one man, who fell accidentally 
into the fea, when endeavouring to board the Spaniard. 
The merchants of London thought fo highly of the vigi- 
lance and fpirit of captain Ambrofc on the foregoing oc- 
cafions, as well as of the fervice he had aftually rendered 
them by the capture of fo many of their enemies, that they 
prefented him with a very magnificent filver cup : nor 
were the people of Briftol lefs grateful, they alfo prefent- 
ing him with a piece of plate of one hundred guineas 
value. 

He was fome time after this ordered to the Mediterra^ 
nean, where he behaved very much to the fatisfa£tion of 
Mr. Mathews, and afterwards of Mr. Rowley, who Aic- 
ceeded him. 

In the month of February 1742-3, he was ftationed off 
-the coaft of Valentia, as a cruifer, in company with the 
Feverftiam frigate ; and while thus employed captured a 
very confidcrable number of prizes, fome of which were 
VeiTels laden with ftores and providons for the ufe of the 
French and Spanifh fleets then impounded in the harbour 
of Toulon. He alfo made an attack on the town of 
Vineros, in the kingdom of Valentia, where he deftroyed 
feveral fettces, and other Spanilh veflels, which were 
hauled on ihore for greater fecurity; doing much 
other injury to the enemy, to tlie amount of upwards of 
fifty thoufand dollars. No reprehenfible mention was 
made of his.condu£l in the aftion off Toulon, even by 
Mr. Mathews himfelf, who might have been fuppofed the 
perfon moft likely to obferve and complain of any impro^ 
pricty^ He not only continued to retain his command, 
but, in the nK)ntb of November, fubfequent to th^aftion, 
was appointed commodore of a fmall fquadron detached to 
cruife in the Streights, and occafionally to rendezvous at 
Gibraltar. He met with his ufual good fuccefs on the 
above ftation, having captured feveral valuable prizes, and 
funk a French privateer of fourteen guns. 

In the month of January he was ftill more fuccefsful ia 
point of private ailvantages, having, when on his paffage 
to Lifbon, in company with the Guernfey, captured a 
xegifter (hip, called the Maria Fortune, bound from Cadiz 
to Buenos Ayres, having on board a cargo valued at up- 
wards of one hundred thouiand poundt. Hi gitMrogd 
ittunediately from Liibon int^ the Mediterrantan ; aod m 

the 
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the month of April captured, funk, or otherwife deftroycrf, 
near to Port Maurice, feven veflels belonging to the 
enemy, all valuably laden with arms, military flores, and 
provifions. His fquadron was immediately very confider- 
ably reinforced, he being ordered, in the month of May, to 
cruife-to the weftward of Genoa, for the purpofe of watch- 
ing a fmall fquadron of three French fhips of the line, which 
were then lying in Villa Franca. He was foon afterwards 
ordered to England, inconfequence of therefolution of the 
houfe of commons*; and was brought to trial before the 
court-martial, aflembled on board the London, in Chatham ; 
the following chare;es being preferred againft him. 

I ft. For not doing his utmoft to take, fire, kill, and 
deftroy his majefty's enemies, as he might and ought ta 
have done ; but inftead thereof, withdrawing or keeping back 
from the fight, to windward of the enemy during all or 
the greateft part of the engagement. 

2.d. For firing at the enemy when he was not in the 
reach upon a point blank, and not even in reach of 
random fhot. 

3d. For not affifl^ing the Marlborough, according to hiS' 
inftruftions, as the Dorfetfhire, and EHex did not keep in 
their ftations in the line to fuccour and relieve her; but, 
inftead of giving afliftance, withdrawing from the fight. 

4th. For not conducing and covering the firefhip when 
gowingdown upon the Real, knowing the improbability of 
her doing any execution without being covered and con- 
duced, through which means the firefhip was burnt, funk, 
gr otherwife deftroyed. 

5th. For difobedience to his majefty's inftruSions, and 
the fignals and commands of the admiral ; negleS of naval 
military difcipline, and being one of the principal caufes 
of the mifcarriage of his majefty's fleet. 

Some contrariety was obfervable, as is ufual in fuch 
cafes, between the evidence given on behalf of the pro- 
fecution, and in favour of the prifoner. In his defence 
Jic urged, that he was charged with not clofing the line 
and aflifting the Marlborough ; but that, according to the 
tenor of the fighting inftruftions, it was the duty of the 
xext fhip to aflift the Marlborowgh, and could not extend 
to him, who was three fhips a-ltcrn : and as he found the 
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* See vol. iii. page 869. 
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Real with her fecond were likely to fall into the hands of 
the (hips a-head of him ; as alfothat there were others of the 
enemy's fquadron coming up, it would have been impru* 
dent in him to have left his ftation to aflift the Marlborough, 
ef^cially as her diftrefs did not appear till after he was 
warmly engaged himfelf: as to the firefliip he had no 
Orders to cover or conduft her; and if he had had any^ 
he could not have aSed her better than he did^ having 
prevented the five (hips from deftroying her*# 

The 



ritki^ik 



*.Hc urged farther in his defence the following points, •* If the! 
witneiTes that I have produced to this court, who are the chief officers^ 
the oldeft, and beft feamen in the ihip, are not fufflcient to make 
plainly appear a captain's Gondu£l and behaviour, when his honoui^ 
IS called in queftion, where is the captain, however brave and inno^ 
cent, who is not liable to be undone, when, through pique or malice, 
or the hidden views of his enemies, he is loaded with infamy, and 
called to an account, in the manner I have been ? 

** Had I behaved in that fcandalous manner that I have been re« 

Srefented .to this honourable court, moft certainly vice admiral Le<* 
ock is too penetrating an officer to let my behaviour efeape his ob<« 
fervation, and would certainly have fired a (hot at the Rupert, to put 
nie in mind of my duty, at the fame time he did at the Dunkirk and 
Cambridge ; without doubt he woold have fent a letter of complaint 
to admiral Mathews, for fuch a notorious breach of my duty, when he 
was induced to prefer one againft captains Purvis and Drummond : but, 
on the contrary, my behaviour that day was thought of To well, that, in a 
Ihort time after, I was fent with a command of uxteen fail of his maje<* 
fiy's {hips to Villa Franca, to aflift the king of Sardinia, on the enemy's 
attacking that place. I hope, without the leaft tia6lure of vanity, 
I may auert, that through my vigilance I faved his whole army, by 
landing a detachment of the marines and troops from on board each 
ftip, and placing the ihips in fuch a manner, that I fecured the pafles, 
ana covered the retreat of his army. 

*• I acknowledge my fervices were no ntore than what my duty 
exaded -, but this honourable court will permit me to fay, that they 
were fuch as his Sardinian majefty condefcended to take notice of, 
and admit they were for the public good. I received a prefent from 
bis majefty worthy of fo great a monarch : and as a farther proof of 
Ills being fatisfied with my condu£^, he gave, even after my difgrace, 
poiitive orders to his minifter at the Britith court, to recommend me to 
the king, -my mafter, as worthy both of rewards and favour. This was 
an honour, of which 1 declined taking any advantage, until my condu6l 
had been publicly, legally, and minutely examined into, that my en&- 
jaies might have no opportunity to tax me with any endeavours to 
Vol. IV. K avoid 
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The court, however, weighing the feveral poifiti 6f 
evidence in fupport of the cliarge, as well as thofc uiged 



avoid a fair and open trfal, by flieltering myfelf under bit Sardinias 
majcfty's favourable opinion. 

'* I have bad the honour of twenty- two different commands in ffh« 
Mediterranean. 

*' Firft, from admiral Leflock; next, from admiral Mathews; and^ 
laflly, from admiral Rowley. 1 had not the pleafure of being linowii 
to any of thofe genilemen till I came under their command ; and have 
the fatisfaflion to think, that my condu£l and proceedings were always 
agreeable to them. 

** Admiral Rowley fent me to command on the Gibraltar flation 
^ith a f(^uadron of ihips, where I was abfent from him nx.roonths j 
and on his judging proper to proceed to that ftation himfelf, with the 
reft of the fleet, he detached me, with a llrong fauadroq of his maje* 
6y*s (hips, to command on the coaft of Italy and Riviere o£F Genoa, 
Wnere I had nothing more at heart than the glory of ray matter's arms, 
and the good of the common caufe. Aaftcr a fuccefstul commiad .of 
three months I was made a prifoner, at the head of that command, oa 
the ift of June: I have been kept (ince a dofe prifoner, and brought 
here an unhappy fpc6bicle, as you now fee me. 

** As vou, hr, nave been a witnefs of my former behaviour, having 
, liad the nonour to ferve under your command, my faying any thing 
farther to my character may be thought altogether unnecefliiry ; but as 
I have more than life at ftake, my reputation, allow me to fay, it is .a 
pleafure to me, that I can look back into my conduQ, and be able to 
aver, that from the time I had the honour of his majefty's firft com- 
miflion, till this accufation againft me, I never had any blemiih upon 
my chara£ler, or refle6lion upon my condu£l. When I bore away for 
five (hips of the enemy, the Real was fo difabled, that it was the opintOB 
6f all my officers, as well as myfelf, that, as fure as there, was a God in 
heaven, (he would fall in half an hour; and I thought I could not do 
a more commcndabJe fervice to my king and country, than by the en* 
gaging ihofc five fhips. If I had been well feconded by the rear 
divifion, they mud inevitably have fallen into our hands.'* He coa* 
eluded — ^ ^ ^ * • - 

** Having done with the obfervations which feemed cCcefiary fbr 
me to make uj>on the evidence before the court, and relative to mf 
cafe, 1 will, fir, only be^r fo much more of your time as may ferve t^. 
clofe my defence, by afluring you, that as I have looked with j^eat 
fdtisfa6lion upon the trouble which fome members of this honourable 
court have been pleafcd to give themfelves, in the courfe of my triaip 
by taking of no!es of th^ evidence for the crown, and for myfelr; and 
that, as I am fully perfwaded the whole court will confpire to tb^ 
diftinguiflitngand feparating the dire£l, clear, and well-fuppor|edpa(|| 
«f that CYidcncCf from thofe which are either doubtful, iQCQ«^ltcoi» 
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by Mr. Ambrofe in his defence, pafled the following 
fentence. 

" November 7, 1745. The court, purfuant to an 
order from the lords commiffioners of the admiralty, to 
fir Chaloner Ogle, dated the nth of September 1745, 
proceeded to enquire into the condu A of captain Ambrofe, 
who commanded his majefty's (hip the Rupert, at the 
time of the engagement between his majefty's (hips and 
the combined fleets of France and Spain, off Toulon, in 
the Mediterranean, on the 11 th of February 1 745 . He was 
accordingly tried for the fame, upon a charge prepared 
againft him by the profecutors for the crown. It appears to 
the court, after having examined all the witneffes, as well 
in behalf of the crown, as on the part of the faid captain 
Ambrofe, and having duly confidered and weighed the 
matter on both fides, that quickly after the admiral bor^ 
down, the Rupert bore down alfo, and continued to do fo 
for fome time after the admiral brought up : that when the 
Rupert herfelf brought up there was no (hip belonging, to 
the enemy properly in the line for her to engage, inafmuch 
as there was a large opening between the Real and the five 
fternmoft (hips pi the enemy then coming up ; that after- 
wards the Rupert bore dov^n towards the enemy's line 
and began to engage the headmoft of the five Ihips of the 
enemy, and continued in aftion with her, and the fecond till 
admiral Mathews, in the Namure, wore, and engaged the 
enemy in pafling : that when the Rupert firft brought up 
ihe was not in the line, but was afterwards as far to 
leeward as any of the other (hips, while they engaged on 
the larboard tack, though not within point blank of the 
enemy, nor at a proper diftance to do execution. That 
the court are of opinion that he, captain Ambrofe, had it 
in his power to engage clofer, without going to leeward of 



or contradiflory in themfelves, fo I promlfe myfclf) that the matters 
ia quefiion between the crown and me will then receive a well-found- 
ed, Jaft, and equitable determination, or, in other words, fuch as will 
be fuit^le to that candour, that impartiality, that honour, that dignity, 
which ever ought, and whi\:h, I hope, ever will attend the proceeds js 
•f a Briti(h naval court-martial." 

|l 2 the 
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the line ; and that he did not acl in conformity to the fighf- 
ing inftriidlions from the time the admiral and Marlboro*^ 
firTt began to engage ; that therein he failed of his duty, 
and is guihy of part of the charge exhibited againd him. 
That as to his going to the affilbnce of the MarlboroBgh, ther 
court are of opinion he ought not to have (hot a-head to her 
affiftance, either before, or after her marts were gone. The 
court are farther of opinion, that as he had no orders ta 
cover or condudl the firelhip, lie is not guilty of that part 
of his charge : that on account of the above failures of his 
duty the court are of opinion, that he falls under part of 
the 1 2th article of war, contained in an aft of parliament 
made in the 13th year of king Charles the Second ; but in 
regard he hath both before and fince the engagement bore 
the character of an experienced and diligent officer, and 
that his failure of duty feems to have' proceeded from a 
iTiiftake in judgment, the court do adjudge him to be ca- 
ihicrcd, and to be incap'^blc of ferving as an officer in his 
inajefty's navy during jjieafure ; that he be alfo mulfted one 
year's pay. The court do therefore hereby adjudge 
him to be cafhiercd during his majelty's pleafure ; and he 
is alfo mulfted one year's pay, as captain of the Rupert, to- 
the ufe of his majefty's chert at Chatham." 

In confi deration, however^ of his former fervices, anrf 
that not only irreproachable, but excellent chara6l:er he had 
on every other occafion acquired, and fupported, he was 
jertored to his rank of captain in the navy, by order of 
council, bearing date the 12th of May 1748. But the 
kingdom being at that time in <i rtate of profound peace, 
he was not inverted with any command; and on the 
17th of April 1750, retired altogether from the fervice 
with the rank, and half-pay of a rear-admiral on the fuper- 
;^nnuatcd Iirt. 

He dicd^n the 25th of March 177 r. In juftice to his 
memory we cannot but briefly obferve, that the error,- if 
any, committed by him, was certainly deemed, by thofe 
who held the power of punilhment, as one of the moft 
venial kind. A life on every other occafion uniformly 
fpcjit in the purfuit of honour and the ftrifteft attention 
to the Icrvicu of his country, murt cntitk him to the 
conipaflion of all good rncn, filencing the clamour even 
of tliofc who arc inoll rigid in their ideas of ftridl difci- 

pUne, 
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f)1ine, and the neceffity of enforcing it on all occafions 
whatfoever. 

BRADLEY, Thomas, -r- was, on the 5th of March 
1734> promoted to the command of the Princefs Louifa. 
He was, not long afterwards, removed into the Diamond 
frigate ; in which fhip he had the misfortune to be wrecked 
on the Hynder, a fand at the entrance of the port of. 
Helvoetfluys, on the coaft of Holland, fometime in the 
year 1737. ^^ ^^^ afterwards, at his own folicitation, 
being in rather narrow circumftances, appointed to the 
Grampus, a fmall veffel fent to the Mediterranean, which, 
though of inferior rate, was, according to the regulations of 
the navy exifting at that time, of more advantage, in a 
pecuniary light*, than a more confequential command. 
He did not long enjoy this ftation, returning to England 
foon afterv^ards, and dying, in London, in the courfe of 
the year 1741. 

BUTLER, Sir Roger, —was, in the month of June 
1734, lieutenant of one of the ihips fent, under fir John 
Norris, to Lifl)on, moft probably that of the admiral 
himfelf. On the death of captain Ogilvie, at that port^ 
he was, on the 3d of June 1734, promoted to the com- 
maHd of the Hea:or, as his fucceflbr. He was afterwards 
captain of the Chefter ; and foon after the commence- 
ment of hoftilities with Spain, in 1739, was appointed to 
the Plymouth. In this fhip he was immediately ordered 
to the Mediterranean, and did not long furvive his arrival 
on that ftation, dying at Gibraltar fomc time in the 
year 1741. 

COMPTON, James, — was, qn the 13th of December 
1734, promoted to the rank of poft captain, and appointed 
to the Seahorfe. We do not fifid any fubfequent men-p 
tion made of him till after the commencement of the war 
with Spain, and then only as haying commanded the 
jLenox, of feventy guns, in the year 1741, under commo- 
dore Mayne. In that ftation he attended (ir John 
Norris, during his different cruifes in the Channel in the 
courfe of that fummer. On the 6th of April 1743, he 
was appointed an extra-commiffioner of the navy, an 



r" 



* The captains of Oiips or veflels of that dercription aflipg i;i \hQ 
f^pfold capacity of commander and purfer. 
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office he refigned in the month of January 1 747, and 
vras allowed his half pay. in the year 1754 he had a 
pendon of 400 1, a year granted him, as a fuperannuated 
commiflioner of the navy. He is faid, by Mr. Hardy, to 
have put a period to his exiftence, by cutting his throat, 
fometime in the year 1775. This melancholy accident 
is faid to have happened at Hampton, but the caufe of it 
is not even fuggefted. 

DURELL, John, — was, on the 8th of November 
1734* made captain of the Gibraltar frigate. In the fol- 
lowing year he failed for Lifbon fome fhort time after the 
fleet had proceeded thither under fir John Norris, and was 
there promoted, by that admiral, to command the Cen- 
turion, after the deceafe of captain Proftor. We have no 
information concerning him, after that appointment, till 
the year 1741, when he commnnded the Mary galley, a 
fifth rate of forty guns. In 1745 he was captain of the 
Ehham, a Ihip of the fame rate and force; but does not 
appear to have had any particular opportunity of diftin- 
guilhing himfelf in either of thofe commands. He died 
in England either at the latter end of the year 1748, or 
the beginning of the cnfuing, different dates being afligncd 
to'this circumftance. 

HAWKE, Edward, Lord, — was the only fon of 
Edward Hawke, of Lincoln's-inn, efq. barrifter-at-law, 
and Elizabeth his wife, relift of Col Ruthven*, and 
daughter of Nathaniel Bladen, efq. alfo of Lincoln's-inn, 
and of the fame honourable profeffion with his fon-in- 
law. His lordfhip being from his earlieft youth in- 
tended for the fea, received an education fuited to fuch 
allotted purfuit. After having, with the greateft reputa- 
tion, paffed through thofe inferior and fubordinate ftations 
•which were neceffary to qualify him for the command 
of a fhrp of war, in which he acquired a perfeft 
knowledge of every branch and particular of his duty. 
He was, about the year I733> made commander of the 
Wolf floop of war. On the 2oth of March i733-'4, he 

« 

* This hdy was the fider af colonel Martin Bladen, one of the 
commidioners of trade and plantations, and reprefentative in parlia^ 
ment'for Fortrmouth* Her mother was Ifabella, daughter of Gr 
Wiilioni Fairfax, of Stockton, in the county of York, knight. 
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was promoted to the rank of pofl captain, and appointed 
to the FlamboroiJgh. In the year 1740 he commanded 
the Lark, of forty g;iins*, on the Leeward Ifland ftation, 
and on his return to England was made captain of the Port- 
land, of fifty guns. He was not long afterwards ftill far- 
ther advanced to the command of the Berwick, of feventy 
guns, one of the (hips ordered for the Mediterranean to 
reinforce the fleet under Mr. Mathews. 

Captain Hawke, during thefe, his early years of fervice, 
laboured under a misfortune which has not unfrequently 
attended the braveft and bed of men ; and as no perfon ever 
lived to acquire a more juft or honourable title to fame 
even to a degree of popular adoration, fo may it to 
Other brave men who pals a confiderable part, if not the 
whole of their Hve^, almoft in adlual obfcyrity, or at leaft in 
a ftate of inaftive and unnoticed fervice, highly grating to a 
generous and warlike fpirit, afford fome confolation when 
they reflcfl that a commander, fo renowned as Hawke^ 
laboured under the fame inconvenience for ten years after 
he attained the rank of captain. 

The encounter off Toulon afforded this gallant man 
the firft opportunity of rifing from that level line of fer- 
vice to which many of the braveft officers are unfortunately 
confined. The Berwick, which he commanded, was one 
of the few (hips which were particularly diftinguifhed o^ 
that unfortimate occafion, in fo great a degree that, 
it is certain, the combined fleets of France and Spain 
would have been nearly annihilated, if every other (hip in 
the fleet had heen as warmly engaged as herfelf. It is 
almoft needlefs to repeat the feveral circumftances attend- 
ing that part of the aftion in which Mr. HaWke wsls parti- ' 
cularly and individually concerned, as they have been already 
given in the life of Mr. Mathewst ; but we muft beg to re- 
mark, we can fcarcely think fuflficient tribute has been paid 
to his gallantry in the account of that a£lion publifhed by 
autboKty, for jio notice is there taken that the Poder, of 
fixty guns, a Spanifh (hip of war, which was the only one 



* This appear! rather a doubtful circumftance. In the beginning 
of ^he year 1741 be commanded the Portland, as above ftated^ and 
was then on tbe Barbadoes (lation, 

t Vol. iit. Page s6«, et feq. 

H4 which 
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which fell into the hands of the Britifh, was engaged and 
taken by the Berwick, and, as appc^ars from feveral con- 
current teftimonies, without the lead affiftance from any 
other (hip in the fleet. Collins, in his account of. this 
noble lord, informs us, *' that the Poder had, in the ear- 
lier part of the aftion, driven the Princelfa and Somerfet 
out of the line, which being perceived by captain Hawke, 
he gallantly bore down upon her till he got within piftol- 
fhot; when difcharging his whole broadfide, he killed 
twenty-feven of her people, and difmounted {even of her 
lower-deck guna. Continuing the attack with the fame 
fpirit he had commenced it, the Poder in a very fhort time 
fur rendered." 

The fubfequent fate of the prize is well known, and 
and we can only join in a lamentation, which all admirers 
of gallantry mull be uniform in making, and feel aforrow 
even at this diftant period, that fo much bravery Ihould be 
deprived of its reward, by the defer t ion, or want of proper 
exertion in thofe whorefufed to follow the path to viftory, 
fo clearly pointed out to them, that they could not, 
except through perverfenefs, have poilibly miftaken it. It 
is reported, but on what ground we have been unable to 
difoovcr, after the ftrideft enquiry, fo that we indeed totally 
difbelicvc the whole fl:ory, it is that he was brought to a court- 
martial for his condn6l in the foregoing encounter, and 
fentenced to be difmilfed the fervice, for breaking the line 
and fighting without orders ; but as a palliative to what 
would, but for that, have been a difgrace, that he was im- 
mediately reftored to his rank, by the exprefs command of 
his majefty, king George the Second. However unac- 
countable it may appear, it is no lefs fo than true, that we 
have nothing related of this very renowned, and worthy 
charafter till the year 1747, when he was, on the 15th of 
July, promoted to be rear-admiral of the white. He was 
immediately afterwards appointed to command a ftrong 
fquadron ordered to fea, in the hope of intercepting a 
numerous fleet of merchant-fhips colleSed at the Ifle of 
Aix, and intended to be convoyed to America by a very for-» 
midable force under the command of Mr. de L'Etendierc, 
chef d*efcadre. Mr. Hawke failed from Plymouth, on the 
9th of Auguft, with the following (hips under his com-! 

jnand* 

Ships,. 
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Ships. Commanders. Men. Guns. 

'zd Rates. 
f-v /L- f rear-adm\ Hawke 7 ,^ 

Devonfliire-I c^pt^in Moore, } SSS 66 

Kent — Fox - - 480 64 

Edinborough — Cotes - - 480 70 

Yarmouth — Saunders - - 500 64 

Monmouth — Harrifon - 480 70 

4th Rates. 

Princefs Louifa — Watfon - 400 60 

Windfor — Hanway - •» 400 60 

Lyon — Scot - - 400 60 

Tilbury — Harland • - 400 60 

Nottingham — Suamarez - 400 60 

Defiance— Bentley - - 400 60 

Eagle— Rodney - - 400 60 

Gloucefter — Uurell - - 300 50 

Portland— Steevens - - 300 50 

A very dull and unconfequential cruife of fome 
continuance was at laft repaid to Mr. Hawke by a 
fight of the French fquadron, on the 14th of Odober, 
at feven in the morning. He was then in latitude 
47° 49'j longitude from Cape Finifterre 1® 2' W. when 
the Edinburgh made a fignal for feeing feven fail in 
the S. E. quarter. A general chace immediately com- 
menced, and in an hour's time the fquadron had fight of a 
very confiderable number of fhips, fo crouded together 
that the eye could, with the greateft difliculty, feparate or 
count them. At ten Mr. Hawke began to form the 
line of battle a-head; and foon afterwards the Louifa, 
which was the headmoft as well as the weathermoft (hip, 
made a fignal for feeing eleven (hips of the line belonging 
to the enemy. At half paft ten captain Fox, who com- 
manded the Kent, hailed the admiral and informed him he 
difcovered twelve large fliips of war, with a fleet of mer- 
chant veflels, or transports, under their proteftion. The 
latter were foon perceived to be crowding away with 
all the fail they could fet, while the fliips of war endea- 
voured to form a line a-ftern for their protection, and 
hawled near the wind under their topfails and forefails, 
and fome of them with their top-gallant*faiIs fet. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hawke finding, according to his own cxpre/fion, 
that he loft time by endeavouring to form the line, as the 
enemy was at that tune ftanding away with all the fail 
they could fet ; at eleven o'clock he began a general chace 
with the whole fqiiadron. In half an hour the headmoft 
(hips had neared the enemy fo conliderably that thev were 
within a proper diftance to engage, and Mr. Hawke 
making the neceffary fignal, the encounter commenced. 
The Lyon and Princefs Louifa, which were the headmoft 
of the jBritifli fquadron, began the aftion, the other fhips 
fupporting them as faft as they could get up, and clofe* 
In a very fliort time it became general from van to rear. 
The French fquadron was inferior in point of forcp^ but 
had the advantage of the weather-gage ; and a very brifk 
and conftant fire being maintained on both (ides, the 
fmoak, of neceflity, prevented every perfon prefent from 
obferving the number and manoeuvres of the enemy, or 
even what pafled among the (hips of his own fquadron. 
As to Mr. Hawke, after having previoufly received the 
diftant fire of feveral (hips while in the afl: of going down 
and endeavouring to clofe with the enemy, he at laft fuc« 
ceeded in bringing the Severn, of fifty guns, which, as it 
happened, was the fmalleft (hip in the French line. to a 
clofe aftion. His fire was too formidable to be withftood 
for any length of time; the Severn was, accordingly, the 
firft (hip which ftruck, and Mr. Hawke, without 
"Waiting to take pofleflion of his prize, immediately on her 
furrender, left her to fome of the fmaller (hips which 
were coming up, and hawled his wind in order to aflift the 
Eagle and Edinburgh, which were then warmly engaged, 
the latter having loft her fore-top-maft. 

This giallant attempt was fruftrated by the Eagle's 
falling on board the Devon(hire, having had her wheel 
{hot to pieces, all the men at it killed, and her braces and 
bowlings gone, fo that the (hip was abfolutely ungovern- 
able. Mr. Hawke was,in confequence, obliged to bear away, 
and was by that accident prevented from attacking either 
the Monarque, of feventy-four, or the Tonnant, of eighty 
guns, fo clofe as to afford any profpeft of bringing the 
conteft to a fpeedy dccifion. The admiral, however, en- 
deavoured to engage them both in fucceflion, and had very 
nearly fucceeded in cloCng with the latter ; but as foon as 
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he had began to open his fire, the breechings of feveral of his 
lower deck guns gave way, and he was obliged to ihoot 
a-head till the new breechings were feized, for the Upper 
and quarter deck guns could effedl but little fervice at the 
diflance they then were, againil fo formidable a fhip as the 
Tonnant. 

The enemy perceiving that fomc accident prevented ' 
Mr. Hawke from attacking them as he intended, employed 
themfelves.in firing fingle guns, carefully pointed, in hopes 
of difmafting him before the injury he had fudained was • 
fo far repaired as to enable him to come again into a6lion« 
Captain Harland, who commanded the Tilbury, per- 
ceiving this attempt of the enemy, very gallantly ran be- 
tween the Devonmire and the Tonnant and began to fire 
very brilkly on the latter to take ofF her attention. The 
Devonfhire was foon in a condition to renew the adion, 
but by that time had ran fo far a-head as to be nearly 
alongfide of the Trident, of fixty-four.^ns, which (hip 
he immediately began to engage, and foon (ilenced. 

The admiral about this time made the fignal for clofe 
a£lion, in confequence of his having obferved fome of the 
ihips of his fquadron engaged, as he thought, at too great 
a diftance^ and having himfelf foon afterwards clofed with 
the Terrible, of feventy-four guns, the furrender of that 
fliip, about feven at night, in a great meafure put an end 
to the adion. Six of the enemy's fhips had by this time 
furrendered ; and as the Britifli fquadron w^s a good deal 
difperfed, Mr. Hawke thought it moft prudent to make 
the fignal for bringing to ; but a confiderable firing conti. 
nuing at fome diftance afiern, he was not without hope$ 
that the remaining (hips of the enemy's fquadron were cap- 
tured. In the morning however he had the mortification of 
learning, that inftead of that fuccefs, captain Saumarez,'^ 
of the Nottingham, had unfortunately fallen in that ren- 
counter, and that the- Tonnant had efcaped during the night 
by the a.ffiftance of the Intrepid^ which fhip haft fuftain€d 
littl^.or nO) damage in the preceding action. 

Mr...Hawke.on the morrow called a council of war; 
and as.it wouU have been highly imprudent and improper 
to have detached any fliips after the French convoy, either 
at firft,;or pending the action itfelf, except frigates, whick 
k wpuld aUp have hien daogjexo^sia the extreme to have 

fent 
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fcnt on that fervice, the merchant Ihips being cautioufly 
left under the proteftion of the Content, of fixty-four guns, 
and fevcral frigates, fome of them mounting thirty-fix 
guns; fo did he now take the only meafure pollible to 
promote fuccefs, by difpatching the Weafle floop exprefs 
to the Weft Indies for the purpofe of alarming commo- 
dore Pocock, who commanded there *, and whither it was 
found the enemy's ihips were bound, that he might take 
the proper meafures to intercept as many of them as 
poffible. 

The event fully anfwered the expeftaiion, and repaid 
the care taken by the admiral on this occafion, for a very 
confiderable number of them fell into the hands of the 
Britifh fhips-in that part of the world. The enemy's veffels 
having in general fuftained confiderable damage in their 
mafts and rigging, three being completely difmafted, 
two others left with their fore-mafts only ftanding, and the 
Severne alone, of all the prizes, being in a condition to 
make fail, the admiral was compelled to lay to for two 
days in order to get up jury-mafts, and put them in % 
condition to reach England. The fhips taken were. 

Men. Guns. 
Le Terrible* - - - 686 74 
Le Monarque - • - 686 74 
Le Neptune *-.-»- 686 70 
Le Trident * - - 650 64 

Le Fougeux - - 650 64 

La Severne *• - - 55^ 50 

The (hips marked thus * were under orders for Marti-p 
nico^ from whence they were to have returned wiih ^ 
convoy. The (hips which efcaped with M. de L'Eten-i 
diere, the chef d'efcadre, were 

Guns. Men^ 
Le Tonnant -. - 80 822 

L'Intrepide - - 74 686 

Mr. Hawke arrived at Portfmouth with his prizes or^ 
the 31ft of Oftober; and, as a reward for his very great 
bravery and good conduft on the foregoing occafion, was, 
in the month of November, elefted one of the knight's 
companions of the moft honourable order of the bath^ 

* Mr. Leggc, who was fuppofed to have been commanding oQcer, 
on that fiation, having died there a few days before the ai^Uon too^ 
place in Europe. 
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but was not inftalled till the 23d of June 1749*. In the 
month of January 1747-8, he was again ordered out 
with a fquadron to cruife in foundingst; two of his 
fhips, the Nottingham and Portland, were fortunate 
enough to capture, on the 31ft, the Magnanime, a French 
fhip of war, of feventy-four guns, which having loft her top- 
mafts two or three days before, when bound to the Eaft Indies, 
in company with two other two-decked fhipsand a frigate, 
was then returning to breft to refit. Nothing more re- 
markable took place during the cruife ; and peace being 
concluded not long afterwards, he finally returned to Spit- 
head on the 24th of July:}:. The fquadron being difmant- 
led, and the profpeft of^af^irs perfedly pacific, it might be 
expefted that a life of retirement would naturally have 
fucceeded thofe more aSive fcenes in which we have of 
late feen him engaged. This, however, was far from 
being the cafe, he was defired to hold himfelf in cohflant 
readinefs to take upon him any command the exigencies 
of the ftate might require his employment in ; and ac- 
cordingly, in 1749, was appointed to the fquadron fcnt 
to convoy the traniports, with the intended new fettlers of 
the province of Nova Scotia: on this occafion, as Collins 
veryjuftlyobferves, " he performed this duty with all that 
integrity and care, that could be expedled from a perfon 
of his honour and veracity." 

The fame heraldic author proceeds, after having in- 
formed us that he afterwards was prefident of feveral 
courts-martial §, to obferve, '* that he always took the 

greateft 

* In the month of December he was chofcn reprefentative in par- 
liament for the borough of Fortfmouth ; and in the following year 
Was eleded one of the elder brethren of the trinity-houfe. 

t He then removed his flag into the Kent, and failed from St. 
Helen's, for Plymouth, on the 11th of January, having the Anfon, 
Centurion, and Crown, under his command. He arrived at Plymouth 
on the 14th, and failed from thence two days afterwards, with a fqua- 
dron of nine fail of the line. 

j: On the 12th of May I748, he was advanced to be vice-admiral 
of the blue. 

^ On the 6th of July he fat as prefident of a court-martial, that 
was held on board the Invincible, at Fortfmouth, for the trial of 
Samuel Couchman, the firft lieutenant , and John Morgan, lieutenant 
of marines ; with feveral other officers and feamen, for a confjpiracy to 
fcize His majsily's fhip, the Chcfterfield, and carry her off from the 
2 coaft 
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•greateft aire to diftributc juftice without any regard to^ 
rank or connexions. The innoCerit were fiire to meet 

• with his proteftion, and the guilty to feel the rod of pu- 
iSifliment." Accounts of fuch avocations conftitutc all 

» the information we canexpeft to colleft of any naval 
' bfficer during a rcccfs * of -peace ; and it is fufficiently 

• valuable, were it only that it affords us the opportu- 

• nity of reporting the very juft and' well-d6ferved en- 
comium beftowed on his conduit on occafions that 
©thcrwife have very little intereft to excite our atten- 
tion. In the year i75ohe was appointed to the Portf- 

- mouth command ; and on the 15th of Auguft entertained, 
on board the Monarch, his flag fhip, then lying at Spit- 
head, their royal highneffes the prince and princefs of 
Wales, with feveral of their children, an honour tio ad- 
miral had at that time ever before received. In the month 
of December following he was appointed ^refident of the 
court-martial aflcmbled for the trial'of Mr. Griflln, on a 
charge, already related in the account of that gentle- 
man. We 6nd no other mention made of him till 
the fufpicious conduS of the French court, in 1755, in- 

^dticed adminiftration to arm feveral fquadrbns, to be ready 
•for immediate fervice on the firft emergency. At the very 

•fccgiuning*of the year fir Edward was advanced to the 
rank of vice-admiral of the white; and on the 21ft of July 
failed from Portfmouth, having under his command a fleet, 
coiififting of eighteen fhips of war, under orders to cruifc 
in the Bay of Bifcay. He returned into port on the 29th 

coaft of Africa» with a piratical intent. At this court-martial 
Coucfaman and Morgan were fent^ncedto be (hot; and the carpenter, 
^rpcnter's mate, the quarter- xtiafier, and one Teaman, to be hanged j 
on all whom the fentencc was afterwards executed. 

He was alfo in the fame year appointed preHdent of a court-martial on 
board the Monarch man of war, at Fortfmduth, for the trial of aa 
officer of rank, on a charge of dilobedience of orders, of which he was 
convided, and fufpended for a year. 

In the month ot December 1749, he fat in a court-martial, held on 
lK>ard the Charlotte yacht, at Deptford, for the purpofe of enquiring 
into the condu£l of rear-admiral Knowles, in an aclion between a fleet 
under his command, and a Spamfli fquadron off Hifpaniola. 

He alfo fat at a court-martial, held at Deptford, in February 1 750» 
Ibr the trial of captain Holmes and captain Powlet, who were accufed, 
^\ff admiral Knowles, for min>ehaviour in the fame a6iion| when they 
irere both acquitted with great honour. 

* On the 9tb of January. 

6 of 
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of September, being relieved by, the unfortunate Mr, 
'Byng ; and continued on the fame uninterefting fervicc 
alternately relieving arid relieved till Mn Byng had failed 
for Minorca. The report of the unfortunate en-» 
counter which had taken place in the Mediterranean, 
induced minifters, as is well known^ to recal that gentleman, 
and appoint fir Edward as his fucceiTor. 

He accordingly failed from Engliand, in the Antelope, 
on the 1 6th of June, and on his arrival at Gibraltar took 
upon him the command : but the objcft which the French 
court had in view being efFedled, their fquadron retired back 
to its harbour, leaving to fir Edward the poor fatisfac- 
tion and empty honour of continuing on the fame (Utiqn 
mader of the fea * during the remainder of the year. His 
next appointment 'was to command the fquadron fent to 
convoy the body of troops commanded by fir John Mor- 
daunt on the expedition againft Rochfort. He accord- 
ingly failed on the 8th of September 1757 ; and this ap- 
pears to have been the leaft fuccefsful fervice on vyhich 
this brave and deferving officer was ever employed. Tjie 
fleet and expedition was detained by thofe impediments 
"which commonly arife when two diftinft authorities are 
employed to efreft one end and purpofe. Its force was 
Tufficiently formidable to ftrike all France with difm^y. 
-It confilted of fixteen (hips of the line t, two bomb-ketches, 

* The only circum (lance deferving notice, that occurred during the 
cruir€f-i« tbtts related i>y Campbell. 

'* A French privateer having taken an Englifh veflel on the coaft 
«f ' France, brought her to an anchor under the guns of Alge^ire, a 
Spanifh fort in the bay of Gibraltar. Sir £dward HawljLe, whofe 
iquadron was at this time riding in the bay, and lord Tyrawley, ^« 
Pernor of Gibraltar, immediately fent to demand the reOitutioQ of tJie 
prize, which the governor of Algezire poGtivcly refufed. The 
£ngHfli officer who carried this demand, being attended by a nuQ^b^r 
df armed boats, with orders to cut the (hip out and to bring her oW^t 
all events, proceeded to execute his orders, and carried his point; but 
iht caftle gave him fo warm a reception that above a hundred of bit 
men were either killed or wounded. The court of Spain approve^ of 
the governor's condu£i, and pretended to be violently offended wid& 
that of fir Edward Hawke. 

Guns. Guni* 

f Ro}ralGeoree — capt.Buckle icx? Neptune— Galbraith • 90 
Xjunilics^adnUHawkCiHobbs^o Naraure^-Dennis - 90 
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two firefliips, two bufles, one ftorelhip, and fifty-fire 
tranfports, exclufive of the Jafon, of forty guns, employed 
as a tranfport ; and the Chefterfield, as a repeating fri- 
gate. The land force confifled of ten regiments of in- 
Kintry, two of marines, a fquadron of light horfe, and a 
proportionate train of artillery. 

The fleet failed from St. Helen's with a fair wind. and 
bore away to the weft ward. On the 20th, being then off 
the ifle of Oleron, fir Edward ordered Mr. Knowles, who 
was appointed to cover the landing, to proceed for that 
purpofe with his divifion, and the tranfports, to Bafque 
road. The conqueft of the ifle of Aix was to be nrft 
attempted. Campbell is exceedingly fatyrical on this 
occafion ; but whether the contemptuous light in which 
both himfelf and other authors treat the aflault and cap- 
ture of the fortrefs is juft or other wife, is not our prefent 
^onfideration. It is an undeniable and certain fa£t, that 
nothing farther was attempted till the afternoon of the 
23d, when rear-admiral Broderick, with the captains 
Dennis, Douglas, and Buckle, were ordered to found the 
coiaft and reconnoitre a proper fpot for the debarkation of 
the troops. A difference of opinion arofe, principally 
among the land oflScers, and proved the bane of the expe- 
dition, for in a council of war called on the 25th, on board 
the Neptune, in conft^quence of that want of neceflfary 
unanimity, it was determined, ".that the attempt on 
Rochfort was neither advifeable nor praSicable." 
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. A ftrange degree of irrefolution appears to have per- 
vaded the minds of thofe to whom the more atSive parts, 
and abfolute execution of the plan was to be entrufted. 
Spirited meafures foon fucceeded to thofc of torpidity, and 
the adlual determinationof immediately profecuting the ori- 
ginal intention of the expedition followed an abandonment 
of it almofl like caufe and efFeft. On the 28th, in the after- 
noon, fir Edward made a fignal from the Ram ill ies for all 
the commanding officers of regimcnts,or corps, to repair on 
board his fhip for orders, which were accordingly iffued at 
eight o*clock that evening, for the tibops immediately to 
prepare for landing in the courfe of the night. The 
utmoft expedition and alacrity was ufed by the fubordinatc 
officers in preparing for an attempt, which it was hoped 
might efFace the remembrance of the former delay, by 
caufing this formidable armament to return back to its na- 
tive country crowned with honour, and triumphing in the 
defeat of its enemies ; but the wind unfortunately frefliing 
foon after midnight, an order was ilFucd about three o'clock 
in the morning for the troops to return to their refpedlive 
tranfports. 

Sir Edward, wearied at laft by repeated difappointments, 
did, on the agth of December, declare, by letter, to fir 
John Mordaunt, the commandcr-in-chiefof the army, that 
if he had no aftive or immediately decifive operations to 
propofe, he, fir Edward, intended to proceed with the fleet 
to England. The general declining any farther attempt, 
immediately approved of the admiral's intention ; and the 
whole fleet having failed on the ift of Oftober, for Eng- 
land, came to ah anchor at Spithead on the 6th. The 
people were extremely diflatisfied at this fruitlefs and 
expenfive attempt ; but though it ought to have been very- 
apparent to every body * that no part of the blame refulting 
from the failure could fairly be attributed to fir Edward; 

* Licutcnant-coloncl, afterwards general, Wolfe, paid Gr Edward 
the highcft tribute of applaufe, in the evidence he gave at the trial of 
fir John Mordnunt: and Collins concludes the fhort mention he 
snakes of the ill fuccefs of this expedition in the following terms. 
•* Sir Edward Hawke engaged to do every thing in his power to aflift 
the iand forces in their attempt againd Rochfurt ; but nothing was 
done except taking the fmall iiland of Aix, though the gallant admiral 
exerted himfelf to the utmofi to anfwer the intention of the expedition. 

Vol. IV. S yet 



^7+ LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 

yet the bafer part of his countrymen, forgetful of his former 
ferviccs, negled^ful of that gallantry which had on fo man/ 
occafions been the objccl of their admiration and delight, 
inftcad of receiving with a confolatory tendernefs, or 
fymp'thifing with him, on an occafion, which, doubtlefsji 
gare him an equal if not fuperior concern to what it did 
any other individual in the kingdom: they aggravated the 
diltrcfs he certainly felt as a patriotic chara6ler, wifhing 
the welfare of his country, by infulting him with the vul* 
gar affront of a dumb peal. A mortifying receptioil when- 
compared to thofe acclamations he had always 6een ac- 
cuftomed to be greeted with. 

So much for popular opinion and the critically difcrir 
minating voice of what is called the nation. Sir Edward 
failed again for the coaft of France on 06lober 22, in order 
to prevent any of their ihips of war from putting to fea. 
He continued employed on that fervice during the winter, 
except at fuch intervals of return as the neceflary recruit 
of provifions and whaler rendered indifpe/ifibly neceflary*. 
No particular opportunity of dillinguiftiing himfelf oc- 
curred till the month of April following. He had 
failed from Spithead on the nth of March 1758, with a 
fquadron cor.fifting of feven (hips of the line, with feme 
frigates, and made the light of Ballines, on the ifle of 
Rhe, about nine at night, on the 3d of April. The 
fquadron continued plying off and on till three in the 
morning on the 4th, and then made fail for Bafque road. 
At day -break fir Edward difcovered a numerous convoy 
belonging to the enemy, a few leagues to windward of 
him. He immediately gave chace; but the wind baffling 
him, the convoy, together with the three frigates that 
cfcorted it, all cffcfted their efcape into St. Martin's, on 
the ifleof Rhe, except one brig, which was burnt by the 
Huflar. After this difappointment he bore away at noon 
for Bafque road, in a line of battle a-head, and at four in 
the afternoon difcovered a fquadron and convoy, belong- 
ing to the enemy, lying off the ifle of Aix. He foon 
diftin6i:ly made their force to confift of one (hip of feventy* 
four guns, the Floriflant ; three of fixty-four, the Hardi, 



* In the month of December he repaired to London for a few dayij^ 
Ao attend the court-martial held on general iir J, Mordauot. 

Sphynx, 



\ 
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Sphynx, and Dragon ; one of fixty, the Warwick ; fix ot 
feven frigates; and about forty merchant- (hips or tranf- 
ports. This armament, on board which were embarked^ 
as it was afterwards known, upwards of three thoufand 
land forces, was to have been joined by fome other (hips 
from Bourdeaux, and then to have proceeded to America> 
for the protection of Louifbourg, and the other French 
colonies : its deftruftion confequently became an objcft of 
the higheft importance *. At half pad four fir Edward 
made the fignal for a general chace to the S. E. At five 
the enemy began to cut and flip their cables, endea- 
vouring to make their efcape, but in the utmoft con* 
fufion. At fix the commodore himfelf began to fly> 
fome of the (hips belonging to the Britifh fquadron having 
worked up within little more than gun-fhot of him. 
Many of the firft fugitives were by this time faft in the 
mud : and the admiral being aware that there was not a 
depth of water fufEcient to permit him to follow them, at 
half pall fix came to an anchor off the ifle of Aix/ 

At five the next morning all the enemy's (hips were feen 
aground and nearly dry, at the diitance of five or fix miles, 
A confid^rable number of the merchant-fhips, and fome 
of the fhips of war, had fallen on their broadfides. As 
foon as the tide of flood made, fir Edward putting his 
beft pilots on board the Intrepid and Medway, fent them 
nearer in (hore a full gun-ihot : they then came to an 
anchor*, and founding a-head at high water, found they 



<•*• 



♦ The following accoant was given of the fuccefs of this attack^ 
in a private letter from France, written immediately after it hap- 
pened. 

** We find admiral Hawke with ten (hips' of the line paffed th« 
Pertuis d'Antioche, and about five in the afternoon failed towards 
the ifle of Aix, where we had one feventy-four gun-(hip, three or foiw 
of fifty and fixty guns, which were not entirely armed, and two fri- 
gates. About naif an hour after five, admiral Hawke went with his 
ivhole fleet to attack, and was about one league from them. About 
three quarters after five our merchant-fhips endeavoured to run alhore, 
and the men of war were trying to get into the river Charente; but at 
it was then growing dark nothing could be feen.^ They write it is 
impoflible that one fliip could be faved, as they could not get into the 
river Charente. This is afl'erted by people that faw all that pafled that 
day." The enemy were, however, m iomc degree, lets unfortunate 
than they tbemfelves expefled. 

S 2 hU 
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had but five fathom, or thirty feet, of which the tide rofc 
eighteen . The enemy were nowdifcovered to be extremely 
biify in getting boats and launches from Rochfort to aflift in 
drawing their fhips through the foft mud> as foon as they 
fhould be water-borne. In the interim they were pre- 
paring for that operation in the beft manner pofliblc, 
by carrying out warps, and throwing every thing 
overboard they could get at. They in confequcnce dif- 
burthened themfelves of their guns, their ftores, their baU 
laft, and even their water. So induftrious and indefati* 
gable were they in their endeavours to fave themfelves, 
that in the courfe of the day the greater part of their fliip^ 
of war got as far as the mouth of the river Charente, 
without its being pofllble for the admiral to intercept, or 
prevent them. As for the merchant- (hips and tranfportj 
they were aground near the ifle Madame, but fo proteffted 
were they by the fhoal-water, that no other injury could be 
done them, except that of cutting away eighty buoys which 
they had laid down on their guns, anchors, and other un* 
perifhable ai tides, which they had thrown overboard. 
This fcrvice was efFefted by the boats belonging to the 
frigates. On the 5th captam Ewer of the marines, was 
detached, with one hundred and forty men, to the ifle of 
Aix, with orders to deflroy the new works which the 
enemy wasbufily employed in erefting there, as a fubfti- 
tute for the fort deftroyed by the Englifti in the J)receding 
autumn. This feryice was efFedled without interruption, 
and by fir Edward's efpecial and peremptory command, 
without giving the fmallift difturbance to the inhabitants. 
The primary objeft of the expedition was thus executed, far 
as circumflances would admit, and theEnglifli admiral was 
obliged to be content with the fatisfadlion of having com- 
pletely fruftrated the expedition to America, thereby 
giving a decided fuperiority to the arms of Britain in that 
quarter. 

Sir Edward quickly afterwards returned to England, and 
was appointed to ferve as fecond in command of the fleet- 
put under the orders of lord Anfon, for the purpofe of 
covering the defcent made on the coaft of France, near 
Cherbourg. He (till continued in his former ftiip, the 
Ramifies, and failed upon the fervice juft mentioned on the 
xft of June 5 but being unhappily feized with a violent fever 

foon 
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foon after the fleet got into the Bay of Bifcay, was obliged 
to quit his command, and repair to England for the reco- 
very of his health. He arrived at Ponmiouth on the 19th 
;and immediately flruck his flag. This indifpofition pre- 
vented fir Edward from accepting any command during the 
remainder of the year. In the beginning of the enfuing 
he was nominated commander-in-chief of the very power- 
ful fleet equipped, to oppofe an equally formidable force 
which the French were then very biifily employed iq, 
equipping, at Breft and other ports, for the purpofe of 
invading Britain. He failed from Portfmouth on the i8th 
of May, and was fo diligent and attentive to his duty^ 
that, for the fpace of nearly fix months, the enemy were 
cffedlually prevented from putting to fea. While they 
thus fufFered themfelves to be inglorioufly blocked up, 
thev underwent not only the national mortification of 
feemg their coafts infulted, but w^th the aggravated cir^ 
/cumftance of having their merchant (hips taken in their 
fight, and fome of them even cut out of the port where 
this formidable armament, their dernier refort, lay, with- 
out having it in their power, or even daring to attempt 
their refcue. A fl:rong wefterly wind at laft efFeflted the 
enemy *s temporary deliverance, by driving fir Edward 
from his (lation on the 12th of Odober. After fome 
fruitlefs attempts to regain it, he at lafi put into Plymouth 
Sound on the 8th of November ; and the enemy feized on 
this opportunity, unfortunate as it proved to them, of 
putting to fea. 

The marquis de Conflans failed from Breft on the 14th 
of November, and fteered for the bay of Quiberon, ia 
hopes of being able to efi>£6l, as a prelude to future fuccefs, 
the deftru(^ion of a fmall Briiifii fquadron, confifting of 
fifty gun-fhips and frigates, which lay there at anchor, under 
the command of commodore DufF, watching a large fleet 
of French trai)fports which were alfembled for the purpofe 
of taking on board a very confiderable land force, with can- 
non and camp equipage, deltined for the invafion of 
Ireland. Sir Edward, as it were fympathetically, failed 
from Torbay, in purfuit of them, on the fame day, having 
hoifted his flag on board the Royal George. The event is 
wel} known, ar>d cannot be more fatisfaiftorily or clearly 
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defcribed than in the account given by that gallant admiral 
himfelf, of this memorable and glorious encounter. 

" Royal George, off Penris-point, Nov. 24, I75'» 

" '* In my letter of« the I7th, by exprcfs, I defired you 
would acquaint their lordfhips with my having received 
intelligence of eighteen fail of the line and three frigates, 
6f the Bred fquadron, being difcovered about twenty-four 
leagues to the N. W. of Bellifle, (leering to theeaftward. 
All the prifoners, however, agree, that, on the day we 
chaced them, their fquadron confided, according to their 
accompanying lift, of four (hips of eighty, fix of feventy- 
four, three of feventy, eight of fixty-four, one frigate of 
fhirty-fix, one of thirty-four, and one of fixteen guns, 
"With a fmall veffel to look out. They failed from Breft 
the 14th inftant, the fame day I failed from Torbay. 
Concluding that their firft rendezvous would be Quiberon, 
the inftant I received the intelligence I direfted my courfe 
thither with a preft fail. At the firft, the wind blowing 
hard at S. by E. and S. drove us confiderably to the weft- 
Iward ; but on the i8th and 19th, though variable, it proved 
more favourable : in the mean time, having been joined 
by the Maidftone and Coventry frigates, I dire6led their 
Commanders to keep a-hcad of the fquadron, one on the 
(larboard and the other on the larboard bow. At half 
p^ft eight o'clock in the morning of the 20th, Belleifle, by 
our reckoning, bearing E. by N. i-4th N. the Maidftone 
made the fignal for feeing a fleet. I immediately fpread 
abroad the fignal for a line a-breaft, in order to draw all 
the (hips of the fquadron up witli me. I had before fent 
the Magnanime a-head to make the land: at three quarters 
paft nine (lie made the fignal for an enemy. Oblerving, 
on my difcovering them, ih^t they made off, I threw out 
the fignal for the feven (hips neareft them to chace,^ and 
by drawing into a line of battle a-head of me, endeavour to 
flop them till the reft of the fquadron (hould come up. The 
other (hips were alfo to form as they chaced, that no time 
might be loft inthepurfuit. That morning the enemy were 
inchaceof the Rochqfter, Chatham, Portland, Falkland,Mi- 
Berva, Vengeance, and Venus, all which joined me about 
eleven o'clock f and, in the evening, the Saphire, from Qui- 
*|).^roji Bay. AH the day wc had very frefhfgales at N. W. 

and 



NAVAl OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. a79 

and W. N. W. with heavy fqualls. M. Conflans kept 
going off under fuch fail as all his fquadron <;ould carry, 
and at the -fame time keep together, while we crowded 
after him with every fail our Ihips could hear. At half 
jpaft two P. M. the fire beginning a-head, I made the 
iignal for engaging. We were then to the fouthward of 
Belleifle, and the French admiral hcadmoft ; he foon after 
led round the Cardinals, while his rear was in aftion. 
About four o'clock the Formidable (truck, and a little after 
<he Thefee and Superbe were funk ; about five the Herps 
ilruck, and came to an anchor, but it blowing hard no boat 
could be fent on board her. Night was now come on, and 
being on a part of the coaft, among iflands and fhoals, of 
ivhich we were totally ignorant, without a pilvn,the greateli 
part of the fquadron being in the fame fituation, it alfo blow- 
ing hard on alee-fliore, I made the fignal to anchor, and canoic 
to, in fifteen fathom of water, the illand of Dnmet bearinjj 
E. by N. between two and three miles, the Cardinals wT 
half S. and the fteeples of Crozie S. E. as we found next 
morning. 

** In the night we heard many guns of diftrefs fired, 
but the violence of the wind, our want of knowledge of 
the coaft, and whether they were fired by a friend or an 
enemy, prcv^^nfifed all means of relief. 

" By day break on the 21 ft we difcovered one of our 
fliips difmafted on fliore, the French Heros alfo, and th^ 
Soleil Royal, which, under cover of the night, had an- 
chored among us, cut and ran alhore to the weft ward of 
Crozie. On the latter's moving, I made the Eflex^'s 
fignal to flip and purfue her ; but flie unfortunately got 
upon the Four, and both flie and the Refolution are irre- 
coverably loft, notwithftanding we fent them all the 
affiftance the weather would permit. About fourfcore of 
the Refolution's company, in fpite of the ftrongeft re- 
monftrances of their captain, made rafts; and, with feve- 
ral French prtfoners belonging to the Formidable, put off, 
and, I am afraid, drove out to fea. All the EfTex's are 
faved (with as many of the ftores as poffible) except one 
lieutenant and a boat's crew, who was drove on the 
French fliore, and have not fince been heard of. Thp 
remains of both fliips are fet on fire. We found the Dor- 
fctfl^irei Revenge^ and Defiance, had duf in^j the night of the 
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Ctoth, put to fea, as I hope the Swiftfure did, for (he is ftill 
miffing. The Dorfetlhire and Defiance returned next 
day ; and the latter faw the Revenge without. Thus, 
what lofs we have fuftained has been owing to the wea- 
ther, not the enemies, feven or eight of whofe line of 
battle-fhips got to fea, I believe the night of the a6t:ion. 

*' As foon as it was broad day-light in the morning of 
the 21 ft, I difcovered feven or eight of the ertemy's line 
of battle- ihips at anchor, between point Penris and the 
river Villaine, on which I made the fignal to weigh, in 
order to work up and attack them ; but it blowed fo hard 
from the N. W. that, inftead of daring to caft the fqua- 
dron loofe, I was obliged to ftrike top-gallant mafts. 

• Moft of their fhips appeared to be aground at low water; 

_ but on the flood, by lightening them, and the advantage 
of the wind under the land, all, except two, got that 
night into the river Villaine. 

" The weather being moderate on the 22d, I fent the 
Portland, Chatham, and Vengeance, to deftroy the Soleil 
Royal and Heros. The French, on the approach of our 
fhips, fet the firft on fire ; and foon after the latter met the 
fame fate from our people. In the mean time I got under 
way and worked up within Penris-point, as well for the 
fake of its being a fafer road, as to deftroy, if poflible, the 
two ftiips of the enemy which ftilllay without the Villaine ; 
but before the fhips fent a-head for that purpofe could get 
near them, being quite light, they got in with the tide 
of flood. 

*' All the 23d wc were employed in reconnoitring the 
entrance of that river, which is very narrow, with only 
twelve foot water on the bar, at low water. We difco- 
vered, at leaft feven, if not eight, line of battle (hips, 
about half a mile within, quite light ; and two large frigates 
which appeared to have guns in. By evening I had twelve 
long boats, fitted as fire ftiips, ready to attempt burning 
them, under cover of the Saphire and Coventry ; but the 
weather bt'ing bad, and the wind contrary, obliged me to 
defer it, till at Icaft the latter ftiould be favourable; if they 
can by any means be deftroyed, it ftiall be done. 

** In attacking a flying enemy, it was impoffible, in 
the fpace of a fliort winter's day, that all pur ftiip's iliould 

be able to get into adiion^ or all thofe of the enemy 

brought 
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brought to it. The commanders and companies of fuch 
as did come up with the rear of the French, on the 2oth, 
behaved with the greateft intrepidity, and gave the ftrongeft 
proofs of a true Britifli fpirit: in the fame manner, I am 
fatisfied, thofe would have acquitted themfelves, whofc 
bad going (hips, or the diftance they were at in the morning, 
prevented from getting up. Our lofs by the enemy is 
not confiderable, for in the fliips which are now with me, 
I find only one lieutenant and thirty-nine feamen and 
marines killed, and about two hundred and two wounded. 
When I confide red the feafon of the year, the hard gales 
on the day of aftion, a flying enemy, the fhortnefs of the 
day, and the coaft we were on, I can boldly affirm, that 
all that could pofl!ibly be done, has been done. As to the 
lofs we have fuftained, let it be placed to the account of 
the neceflity I was under of running all rifles to break this 
ftrong force of the enemy. Had we had but two hours 
more day-light, the whole had been totally deftroyed, or 
taken, for we were almoft up with the van when night 
overtook us. 

'* Yefterday came in here the Pallas, Fortune floop, 
and the Proferpine firefliip. On the i6th I had difpatched 
the Fortune, to Quiberon, with direSions to captain DuflF 
to keep ftridtly on his guard. In his way thither fhe fell 
in with the Hebe, a French frigate of forty guns, under 
jury mafl:s, and fought her feveral hours. During the 
engagement lieutenant Stuart, 2d of the Ramillies, whom 
I had appointed to command her, was unfortunately kil- 
led. 1 he furviving officers, on confulting together, re- 
folved to leave her, as fhe proved two ftrong for them. 
I have detached captain Young to Qiiiberon Bay with five 
fhips, and am making up a flying fquadrqn to fcour the 
coaft to the ifle of Aix, and, if prafticable, to attempt any 
of the enemy's Ihips that may be there. 

" I am, fir, &c. 

" Edward Hawke.'* 
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Lift of fhips with fir Edward Hawkk. 

ShifM. Commanders. Guns. Mem* 

Royal George- {Ad-;,2;-^;,;}xoo 880 

Union — Adm' Hardy, capt. Evans 90 

Duke — Graves 

Namure — Buckle 

Mars — commodore Young 

Warfpite — fir John Bentley 

Hercules— capt. Fortefcue 

Torbay — Keppel 

Magnanime — lord Howe 

Rcfolution — capt. Speke 

Hero — Edgcumbe 

Swiftfiire — fir Thomas Stanhope 

Dorfeifhire — Denis 

Burford — Gambier 

Chichefter— WiUet 

Temple — Wafh. Shirley 

Revenge — Storr 

Effex— Obrian 

Kingfton — Shirley • 

Intrepid— Maplefden 

Montague — Rowley 

Dunkirk — Digby 

Defiance— Baird 



and Belleiile. 
Ships. Captains. 

Jlochefter— DufF 

Portland — Arbuthnot • 

Faulkland — Drake 

Chatham— Lockhart t 

Minerva — Hood 

Venus — Harrifi^n 

Vengeance — Nightingale - 

Coventry — Burflem 

Maidftone — Diggs 

Saphire-rStrachan • 



iS 90 


770 


90 


750 


90 


780 


74 


600 


74 


600 


74 


630 


74 


700 


74 


700 


74 


606 


74 


600 


70 


520 


70 


520 


70 


520 


70 


5^^ 


70 


520 


64 


480 


64 


480 


60 


400 


60 


420 


60 


42to 


60 


420 


60 


420 


rd between Ufhant 


Gam: 


Mien* 


50 


35^ 


50 


35* 


50 


350 


50 


3S<^ 


3? 


220 


36 


249 


28 


20Q 


28 


20Q 


28 


200 


32 


220 
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A lift of the French fquadron which came out of Breft^ 

Nov. 14, 1759. 

Ships. Commanders. Guds. Men* 

Soleil Royal— admiral Conflans 80 1200 

Tonant — vice-adm^ Beaufremont 80 1000 

Formidable— rear-adm^ du Verger 80 looo 

L'Orient - - 80 I oca 

L'Intrepide - - 74 815 

Le Glorieux - - 74 815 

Le Thefee - - 74 815 

Le Heros - - 74 815 

La Robufte - - 74-815 

Le Magnifique - - 74 815 

La Jufte '^ - - 70 800 

Le Superbe ^ - 70 800 

Le Dauphin - - 70 800 

Le Dragon - - 64 750 

Northumberland - 64 750 

La Sphinx - - 64 750 

Le Solitaire - - 64 ^50 

Le Brilliant - - 64 750 

L'Eveille - - 64 750 

La Bizarre - - 64 750 

. L'Inflexible - - 64 750 

La Hebe - -40 

La Veftale - * 34 

L' Aigrette - - 36 

La Calipfo - - 16 

Le Prince Noir^ a fmall vefTel to look out. 

The above (hips were all in company when the zStiaa 
began except the Hebe *. 

Sir 



* The following additional particulars are giVen in fome collateril 
accounts, as well as letters, and are believed to be as authentic, as they 
certainly are curious. 

^** Before three o'clock the firing on both fides became very briikt 
and fo intermixed were the (hips that it was almoft impoffible to 
diftinguifh thofe of each nation. The French rear-admiral, in the 
Formidable, bore a very heavy cannonade from the Refolution ; and 
mrhen the Royal George came op |iaw)ed dov^ bis llagi but it is but 

juftic* 
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Sir Edward returned with his viSorious fleet to Ply- 
mouth on the 17th of January 1760; and on the 21ft, 

having 

^m 

jaRicc to fay this was merely a point of honour, as he would certainly 
have furrcndcrcd to the Reioliition if no other fhip had been 
in fight. The Royal George continued to advance, and fir Edward 
ordered his mailer to carry him clofe alongfide the French admiral. 

It is reported the mafter obferved to him, that he could not 
obey his orders without the moli imminent rifk of running upon a 
Ihoal, and that the admiral replied, ** You have done your duty in 
pointing out the danger; you are now to obey my. commands, and 
lay me alongfide the Soliel Royal." But we believe the following 
to have been the converfation which took place, and infcrt it, as every 
trivial circumdance that occurs on fuch an occafion is interefiingly 
curious^ as being highly chara6)teri(lic of the mind of fo great and gal- 
lant a man. Tne mafter reprefcntcd in refpc£lful terms, ** that if he 
ran in much nearer they would certainly be on fhore.** Sir Edward 
coolly anfwcrcd, ** that may be, but the enemy will be on fhore firfi ; 
at all events their fleet mufl be deftroycd." Campbell, in confor- 
mity with the account given by all other hiftorians, aflcrts, ** that 
■when fir Edward was on the point of clofing with the French admiral, 
the Thefee, a French fhip of feventy guns, generoufly interpofed iifelf 
between the two admirals, and received the fire which Hawke had 
deftined for a greater occafion. In returning this fire, the Thefee 
foundered, in confcquence of an high fca that entered the lower-deck 
ports." This is contradi£led in a letter from a perfon on board the 
iBeet, and confequently a nearer witnefs of the tranfa6lion. ** The 
Torbay," fays he, ** was at this time clofely engaged with the Thefee, 
of feventy-four guns, and prefently afterwards fent that unfortunate 
fhip to the bottom. The two commanders-in-chief were now very 
near, and M. Conflans gave the Royal George his broadfidc. Sir 
Edward returned the uncivil falutatlon : but, after two or three ex- 
changes of this kind, the marfhal of France declined the combat, and 
Iheered off. The French vice-admiral llkewife gave fir Edward his. 
fire, but foon followed the example of his fuperior. Another and 
another did' the fame ', but the fifth fhip efcaped not fo well, the 
• Royal George poured her whole fire into her at once ; and, repeating 
the fame, down fhe went along fide of her. The Royal George's 
people gave a cheer, but it was a faint one ; the honefl failors were 
touched at the miferable fate of fo many hundred poor creatures. She 
was named the Superbe, of feventy guns, with upwards of feven hun« 
dred and eighty ipen on board, only twenty of whom were favedy 
which were taken up the next morning from the wreck. 

** There were now feveral fhips at once upon the Englifh admiral, 
vho feemed to be got into the very center of the French rear. Every 
obferver pitied the Royal George. It fcems, indeed, a kind of degra- 
dation to fo noble a fliip to be pitied ; but really her fituation would 
have been lamentable, if the enemy had preferved any decree of com- 
pofure, or fired with any fort of di region : fpr their conUifion was fo 

greatly 
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having repaired to London, was introduced to his majefty, 
who, as it may be naturally fuppofed, received him with 
the mod cordial afFeftion, and diftinguifhed marks of 
favour*. A pen fi on of 2000I. psr annum y/zs immedi- 
ately afterwards fettled on him for his own and the lives 
of his two fons, with a continuation to the furviver of 
them. The public applaufe and favour with which he 
was received, was at lead equal, if not fuperior to what 
had ever before been manifefted on a fimilar occafion. 
This popular tribute muft have been particularly grateful 
even to the nobleft mind defpifmg fuch vague, flu(Suating, 
and not uhfrequently ill-beftowed proofs, and teftimonies 
of, worth. The fame all-powerful voice which, on the 
firft news of the viftory had been fo loud in the praifc of 
the worthy admiral, had, on the very day it was gained, 
been as violent in its cenfure. It being a curious fatS, 
that a lawlefs mob, while fir Edward was glorioufly ex- 
erting hi mfelf, as w^c have already feen in his country's 
fcrvice, were at that very inflant occupied in exprefling 
their abfolute deteftation of this worthy man, by hanging 
him in effigy, and branding him with every contemptuous 
epithet that could be thought difgraceful to a man of honour 
and courage. No fatisfadlion is, perhaps, more grateful to 
an honeft and properly feeling mind, than an enemy's 
felf- acknowledged conviftion of his own unworthinefs, 
and an open confeffion of former improprieties, extorted 
by the intrinfic merit of the perfon injured, which com- 
pels the malicious, in fpite of natural inclination, to 
purfue a conduft diametrically oppofite to it. 

On the 28th of January, fir Edward attending the houfc 
of commons, in his place as reprefentative for the town of 
Portfmouth, a truft in which he had, without intermiflion, 
continued ever fince his firft eleftion in the month of De- 



l^reat, that amongd two thoufand ihot I do not believe that more than 
twenty or thirty firuck the fliip. 

" The Englifli vice-admiral, with the Mars, Hero, and feveral 
•ther fhips, were crowding to the admiral's afliftance, when the ob- 
fcurity or the evening put an end to the engagement ; an happy circum- 
fiance for the enemy, as an hour's daylight more would have brought 
•n their total ruin.** 

* " His majefty meeting him as he entered the room, and thanking 
iiin for the fcrvicos he had rendered his country ."-—..Collins. 

cember 
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ccmber 1747, the Speaker informed him, that the honfe 
had unanimoufly relolved, ** that their thanks (hould be 
given him for the late fplended viSory he had obtained 
over the French flcet> and accordingly delivered them to 
him in the following terms." 

<* Sir Edward Hawke, 

** The houfe has unanimoufly tefolved, that their 
thanks be given to you, for the late fignal viftory obtained 
by you over the French fleet. 

" You are now, fir, happily returned to your country, 
after a long but moft important fervice; you are returned 
ViSorious, triumphant, and full of honour. You meet 
the applaufe of your countrymen in their minds and hearts, 
and which they had manifcfted before in all the outward 
demonftrations of public joy and congratulation. 

** Your expedition was of the neareft and moft afFeft- 
Jng concern to us — the immediate defence of his majefty's 
kingdom, againft a difappointed and enraged enemy, 
meditating, in their revenge, our deftruftion at once. 
Your truu, therefore, fir, was of the higheft nature j but 
to which yonr chara6lers of courage, fidelity, vigilance, 
and abilities, were known to be equal. You foon freed 
lis from fears, and have anfwered all our hopes, that bra* 
very and conduft could give, or turbulent feas and feafons 
would admit of; even the laft did not difturb or diminifli 
your fpirit and vigour. You had overawed the enemy in 
their ports, in their chief naval force, till fhame, perhaps^ 
or delperation, brought them forth at laft. You fought 
them, fubdued them ; and, in their confufion and difmay, 
made thofe, who could efcape, to feek their fecurity in flight 
and diferace. 

" Thus their long preparing invafion was broken 
and difpelled, and which cannot but bring to our remem- 
brance the defign and the fate of another armada (in a 
former age of glory) whofe defeat was at that time th« 
iafety of England, and the lafting renown of the Englifli 
navy. 

" Thefe, fir, are your late eminent fcrvices to your 
king and country, and have been now enumerated ; not 
from any imagination that they are unknown any where, 
or cao be ever forgotten, but that your prefiince with us 

snakes 
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makes them to rife, with their firft ftrength, in diir 
thoughts, as the recounting of them muft give us a frefh 
fpirit of joy in our acknowledgments of them : our ac- 
knowledgments then, fir, you have, for thefe your paft 
fervices. Permit us to add our expeftations too of what 
may be your future merits, in the defence of the rights 
aiid honour of your country, wherever you fhall again 
command. 

*^ It is a very pleafing office to m€, to convey thefe 
thanks of the houfe to you ; and I do give you, in the 
name of the commons of Great Britain, their thanks, for 
the late fignal vidtory, obtained by you, over the French 
fleet *." 

- Upon which fir Edward Hawke faid, 

** Mr. Speaker, 

<* I own myfelf greatly at a lofs, as to the proper 
manner of acknowledging the great honour conferred on 
me by this augufl: houfe, in their diftinguifiied approbation 
of my conduft, on the 2oth of November laft. In doing 
my utmoft, I only did the duty I owed my king and 
country, which ever has been, and fhall be, my greateft 
ambition to perform faithfully, and honeftly, to the beft of 
my ability. I can only aflure thi§ honourable houfe, that 

. * This fpeecb, and the anfwcr to it, is remarkable, for a circum- 
Ibnce then almoft new in the parliamentary hifiory of Britain, and ok 
that account deferving of relation. 

*' It was ordered nem, cm. that what had been then faid by Mr* 
Speaker, together with fir £dward Hawke's anfwer thereto, filOu^d be 
printed in the votes of that day, as it accordingly was. Having 
been from thence re-printed in fome of the London newfpapers, com- 
plaint was made to the houfe, on Friday the ift of February, that thefe 
newfpapers contained printed accounts of the proceedings of that 
houfe, m contempt of the order, and in breach of the privilege of that 
houfe. Upon this the printers of all the newfpapers, fo complained 
of, were ordered to attend that houfe on the Monday following, wheu 
they made different excufes; but all confefled themfelves forry that any 
fttch thing (hoald have been done. Being however all declared guilty 
of a breach of the privilege of that houfe, it was ordered, that thcf 
ihould be then brought to the bar of that houfe, and, upon their knees, 
reprimanded by Mr, Speaker for their faid offences ; which they ac- 
cordingly wcrci and then difcharged, paying their foes." 

leceire 
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I receive this mark of honour with the greateft rtCptSt, 
and fhall ever retain the moft grateful fenfe of it. 

" Before I fit down, permit me, fir, in particular, to 
rettirn you my moft refpeftful thanks, for the obliging 
manner in which you have communicated to n e the great 
honour done me by this houfe, which I (hall always efteem 
as the higheft obligation." 

No other remarkable occurrence took place till the month 
of Auguft fol'owing; and that merely the circumftance of his 
having been reinvefted with the command of the fleet ia 
the bay of Qiiiberon. He failed from Spithead on the 
15th, naving his flag on board the fame (hip (the Royal 
George) in which he had before acquired fo much honour*, 
and relieved Mr. Bofcawen, who had been previoufly em- 
ployed on the fervice, of watching the miferable remains 
of the French armament, ^ith fome few intervals except- 
ed, ever fince the month of January, The enemy were 
too much afraid of |he vigilance of fir Edward to attempt 
putting to fea by ftealth. Their former misfortunes had 
taught them fufficient prudence to avoid the poflibility of 
fuch a repetition of defeat; and their naval force was too 
much (battered and reduced to afford them any profpeft of 
being able to.conteft the fovereignty of the fea in fair 
encounter. Under thefe circumftances it cannot be 
wondered at, that the feafon for naval operations paflTed 
on without any event taking place that can much intereft 
us; the only operation in any degree extraneous from the 
confinement of the enemy's (hips in port, which was the 
immediate objed of the cruife, being the deftruftion of the 
the fmall fort on the French ifland of Dumet, which was 
ordered to be attacked by lord Howe, in the Magnanime, 
in conjundion with the Prince Frederic and Bedford, 



His fleet conGfted of the following ihips : 



Kova] George 

Duke 

Sandwich 

Union 

Magnanime 

Torbay 

Hero 

Warfpight 



Guns. 




Gum. 
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Conqueror * 
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90 


Burford 
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Bedford 


64 
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Monmouth 


. - 64 


74 


ModeAe 
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and furtendered as foon almoft as the two latter Ihipi 
had brought to, with their broadfides againft it. 

In 1761 fir Edward was ordered to fea on the fame kind of 
' fervice; and we cannot on this occafion help exprcfllng 
our concern that a candid and impartial hidorian like Mr. 
Campbell fliould be fo far forgetful of himfelf as to make 
an obfervation, both illiberal and untrue, relative to fir 
Edward's condu6l on this occafion. " Four frigates (fayt 
he) had been appointed, by the French, to proceed tothecoaft 
of Guinea and attempt the furprize of James fort, at the 
mouth of the river Gambia ; but two of them *had been 
intercepted by fir Edward Hawke's fquadron ftationed in 
the bay of Qiiiberon ; yet this unimportant capture, andT 
that of a few merchantmen, of little value, did not joftify 
to the nation that ina6iivity in which the Britifli fquadron, 
on the coaft of France, had been allowed to remain. 
Something of greater confequence was expeded from 
fuch a powerful armament, under the di reft ion of fuch 
naval commanders as fir Edward Hawke and fir Charles 
Hardy. But in the month of March, to the general fur- 
prize and indignation of the public, the two admirals 
returned to Spithcad, and anotner fquadron was fent Ktr 
occupy that ftation." 

To this implied charge of negleS, we have briefly to 
anfwcr, that the only fervice capable of being eflFefled by 
the fleet under his command, namely, that of blocking up 
the French ports, was executed in the completed manner; 
that, unaided as he was by a land force, he was not able^ 
had his inftruftions been fo ridiculous as to authorife an 
attempt of that kind, to make any defcent or attack, even 
on the meaneft of their fortified towns. As to any othei^ 
fervice we can only add, in the vvords of Collins, which, while 
they account for the tna^iivity^ charged, as already ftated, 
form, perhap§, the beft eulogium on his charafter that coiAd 
have been devifed. " Sir Edward was not in any other 
engagement during the war,becaufe the French navy was. 
fo much reduced by defeat that they could not equip a 
fleet of fufBcient force to hazard another battle." On the 
9th of March fir Edward and fir Charles, with their fleet, 
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af rived at Portfmouth, and the former is not particularly 
mentioned in the fervice during the remainder of the vear^ 
On April 22, he was unanimoufly elected one of the 
elder brethren of the trinity-houfe, and in the following 
month was honoured with the freedom of the city of 
Dublin ; circumftances trivial in themfelves, but whichy 
ncrerthelefs, prove the high eftimation he was held in 
by all bodies of people; and that thofe who v^ere in- 
capable of converfing with, and biailing each others opi- 
nion,' were unanimous in their fuffrage of applaufe, and 
iabeftowing their tribute of honours. 

In 1762 lir Edward was ordered to fea, about the latter 
end of May, with feven (hips of the line, and two frigates^ 
having under his command the duke of York, as rear- 
admiral. The objeft of this armament was the inter- 
ception of M. De Ternay, who had efcaped out of Breft, 
under cover of a fog, with a fmall fqiradron confifting 
df two fliips of the line, a forty-four, and a frigate, with 
a body of troops under their convoy, deftined for the 
attack of Newfoundland. After cniifing unfuccefsfuUy 
for fome time at the entrance of the Channel, he returned 
into port; and was next appointed to command a fqua- 
dron of ten (hips of the line and three frigates*, ordered 
to Lifbon for the fupport of the Portuguefc, who were 
then very feverely threatened, as the ally of England, both 
by France and Spain. Suffice it to fay, that Portifgal was 
fufficiently protefted from any naval attack by the mere 
appearance of the Briti(h fdrce; and this may account for 
the feafon of a6lion having palTed on in the fame uninterefl- 
ing routine the two former had done. Peace fucceeded not 
long afterwards, and, as we have already obferved, without 
any opportunity occurring in the European feas by which 
he could diftinguifh him felf farther. On January 4, 1763^ 
lir Edward received the honorary civil appointment of 
rear-admiral of England ; and on the 5th of November 

^^W^k— Mi^iMfcn— — *iW^« ■ ■ ■■ ■ Ml «■ |l ^ ■» * " ^l ■■ ■■■ ■■■! ■■■ ■ ^1 ■ Wl— ^— ^1 11^ ■ 

* He failed on the 25th of June with the following (hips: the 
Royal George, of one hundred guns; the Princcfs Amelia, of eighty^ 
tjic Prince and Ocean, of ninety; the Magnanimc, of feventy-four ; 
the Prince of Orange, of fcventy; the Lancafler, of fixty-ux; the 
Naffau and Eflex/of fixty-four; the Achilles, of fixty. 

Frigates, the Launcefton, of forty; the y£61us, of thirty- two; and 
the Tartar, of twenty-eight. 
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1765, was, on the refignation of Mr. 0(borne, advanced 
to be vice-admiral thereof. He {till uninterruptedly 
continued reprefentative in parliament for the town of 
Portfmouth ; and on the 2d of December enfuing his ap- 
pointment to be vice-admiral of England, was named firfl 
commiflioner for executing the office of lord high admiral. 
He retained this high ftation till the 9th or loth of Janu- 
ary 1771, and then voluntarily refigned it. 

This brave and truly worthy man, for no one ever pof- 
feffed more true gallantry or unfullied integrity, retired in 
a great meafure after this time from what might be called 
public life, intermixing no farther with the adminiftration 
t)f public affairs than what belonged to him, firft as a member 
of parliament, ^nd afterwards as a peer of the realm. In 
confideration of the very great and eminent fervices he 
had rendered his country, he was advanced, by letters 
patent, bearing date May the 20th, 1776, to the dignity of 
a peer of Great Britain, by the llile and title of baron 
Hawke, of Towton, in the county of York. Purfuing 
the fame line of conduft to the lafl: moment of his 
life, he died at laft univerfally refpedled and lamented^ 
on the 17th of OSobcr 1781, at Sunbury, in Middlefex. 
He was buried at Swaithling, near Botley, in the county of 
Hants. 

His lordfhip married Catherine, daughter of Walter 
Brooke, of Burton-hall, in the county of York, efq. and 
by that lady, who died on the 28th of Odober 1750, had 
iffue three Ions and one daughter. 

It becomes an intrufion almofl impertinent to attempt 
any delineation of a charafter fo well known and fo highly 
revered as that of his lordfhip. To fay he was prudent, 
circumfpefl, and brave ; able, as a naval commander, and 
honefl, whether confidered as a private gentleman or a 
fenator, would be only a faint outline of thofe high 
merits all men mufl allow him to have polTeffed, and at 
the fame time would alTcrt nothing necelfary to be made 
known to thofe who are in any degree acquainted either 
with the general hiftory of their native country, or thofe 
particular tranfa<Sions mtimately connefled with the life of 
this great and noble perfon : but if any fliould exifl who are 
really uninformed of that tribute of gratitude they juflly 

T 2 owe 
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©we to their Venowned countryman, we fliall beg leave to 
fay, briefly, that to the njoft confummate courage and moft 
iaive fpirit, he joined a cool deliberate temper, not to be 
ruffled by accident, or ftiaken by any unforefeen and 
fudden misfortune, A Angular proof of this habitude of 
mind was exhibited during the time his flag was on board 
the Royal George : owing to a colleftion of foot in tho 
funnel of the ftove, the (hip took fire in the great cabbin* 
Sir Edward was at that time very cooly occupied in drefling 
himfelf ; and when this circumftance, which to men left 
firm would have been of the moft alarming nature, was 
difcovered by him, he went out on the deck, and, taking 
the firft lieutenant afide, calmly faid to him, in a low tone 
of voice, *^ Sir, the fhip is on fire in my cabbin, give the 
neceflary diredlions to the people to put it out." 

In fervice he was always a iteacly enforcer of difcipline, 
but at the fame time the conftant friend and patron oif 
merit. If thofe who were remifs in. their duty met an 
implacable foe, thofe of a contrary defcription always 
found a warm and moft zealous friend ; fo that, to fuqi 
up his character in very few words, bad men feared him, 
good men loved him, and the natural enemies of his native 
country ftood in awe of him. 

On the monument erefted to his memory at Stoneham 
is the following epitaph, the juftice and truth of which, 
we truft, yo man who knew his charafter will ever dare 
deny. 

D.O.M. 

This monument is facrcd to the nciemory of 

Edward Hawke, 

Lord Hawke, baron of Towton, in the county of York, 

Knight of the Bath, 
Admiral, and commander-in-chief of the fleet. 
Vice-admiral of Great Britain, &c. &c. 
Who died Odober 17, 1781, 
Aged 76, 
The bravery of his foul was equal to the dangers.he en- 
countered; the cautious intrepidity of his deliberations, 
fuperior even to the conquefts he obtained ; the annals 
of his life compofe ^ period of naval glory, unparallelled 
in later times, for wherever he failed viflory attended 
him: a prince, unfolicited, conferred on him dignities 

He difdained to afk. 

This 
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This monument is alfo facred to the memory of 

Catharine Lady Hawke, his wife, 

The beauty of whofc perfon was excelled only by the 

Accomplifhed elegance of her mind. 

She died Oftober 27, 1756, 

Aged 36. 

In the conjugal, parental, and fecial duties of private lif« 

They were equalled by few. 
Excelled by none. 

KNIGHT, William, — was, on the 12th of May 
1734, appointed captain of the Deal Caftle ; and we have 
no farther information relative to him till the year 1741 ; 
he then commanded the Torrington, of forty guns, on the 
Weft India ftation, and was, not long afterwards, ad- 
vanced to the St. Alban's. In the month of June 1744, 
he was fent, with captain Coleby in the Falmouth, by 
vice-admiral fir Chaloner Ogle, to demand reftitutioa 
from the governor of Porto Bello, of the floop Triton and 
her cargo, which had been taken by a Spanifli armed 
• veflel off Garote, on the 7th of January preceding, not* 
withftanding the matter had a regular licenfe to trade,' 
granted by the governor of Santa Fee. The Spanifh com* 
mandant trifled with them, and evaded giving an an* 
fwer for fome days, holding out, notwithftanding, re- 
peated hopes that fair reftitution would be made, without 
obliging them to refort to compulfive mcafures. 
Wearied, however, with reiterated difappointment, and 
there being no profpeft that he ever really meant to 
keep his word, captain Knight and his companion began 
to fire upon the town, they continued that chaftifement for 
fome hours, till they had done fufficient mifchief to the 
place to balance the fatisfaSion required ; and had demo- 
iifhed by their cannonade feveral houfes, among which 
was that of the governor's. 

On their return to Port Royal, where they arrived on 
the 8th of Auguft, they captured and brought in witl^ 
them a French veffel, mounting dght carriage, and four*, 
teen fwivel guns, captured at the Grand Baru ; and a large 
fhip, called the Tamerlane, carrying twenty-two carriage 
and twenty-four fwivel guns, taken near the river Sinu, 

T 3 with 
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vriih a conflderable (Quantity of fpecie, and a valuable cargo 
of merchandize. Captain Knight unhappily did not long 
furvive this piece of good fortune, the St. Alban's being 
loft in a hurricance before the conclufion of the year, and 
all the perfons on board perilhing. 

SCLATER, SLATER, or SLAUGHTER, George, 
•—for thus differently is his name fpelt, but the latter is 
faid to have been the proper mode, was on the 25th of 
July, 1734, appointed captain of the Argyle. No farther 
mention is made of him till 1741, fome time after the 
rupture had taken place with Spain ; he then commanded 
the Chefter, of fifty guns. In the beginning of 1742 he 
was captain of the Somcrfet, of eighty guns, one of the 
Mediterranean fleet, commanded by Mr. Haddock. He 
remained on the fame flation fome time, ferving afterwards 
under Mr, Mathews. Mr. Slaughter joined the fleet on 
February 3, fix days before the a£tion, in which he bore 
a very aiiiinguiflied fhare. On the firft day of the en- 
counter he was very warmly engaged with feveral (hips of 
the Spanifh divifion ; and on the fecond having, by car- 
rying a prefs of fail, advanced three or four miles ahead of 
bis own fquadron, he brought the Hercules, a Spanifh 
ihip of feventy guns, -which had accidentally feparated 
from her companions, to adion. He would in all proba- 
bility have captured her, had not feveral of the (hips belong- 
ing to M. De Court's divifion, tacked upon Mr. Slaughter, 
and refcued the prize his gallantry deferved, though not 
till fhe had fuftained confiderable damage : he is faid to 
have afterwards removed into the Dunkirk, but we find no 
other mention made of this gentleman, except to inform 
us that he died in England fome time in the courfe of the 
year 1750. 

SHORTING, Robert,— from being lieutenant of one 
of the (hips of war on the Weft India ftation, was, on the 
2d of March 1734, promoted to be captain of the Deal 
Caftle. He did not long furvive this advancement, dying 
in that command on the 1 ith of May following. 
i> WILLIAMS, j^dmund, — entered into the navy to- 
wards the latter end of the reign of king William, and 
experienced very little {i^omotion for upwards of thirty 
years : at laft he was, in 1731, made commander of the 

Grampus 
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.Grampus floop of war, one of the fmall veflfels put into 
caramifljon, and ordered to the Weft Indies, to protcd 
the Britifli commerce in that part of the world, from the 
piratical depredations of the Spanifli guarda coftas. On the 
2d of April 1734, he was advanced to the command of 
the York, of fixty guns, one of the fleet collefted and put 
under the command of fir John Norris, which in the 
cnfuing year proceeded with him to Lifbon : he was after- 
wards captain of the Rochefter* His next command, as far 
as we have been able to inveftigate, was that of the Jerfey, 
a fourth rate of 60 guns, one of the fleet under fir J. Norris, 
Rationed in the Channel, in 1740 he quitted this (hip^ 
on its being ordered to the Weft Indies with fir Chaloner 
Ogle, at the conclufion of the year. We hear nothing 
farther of him, his name not occuring in any command, 
till we find him captain of the Royal Oak, of feventy guns, 
one of the Mediterranean fleet under the orders of Mr, 
Mathews^ His condudi: in the encounter off Toulon 
having been deemed reprchcnfible, he was one of the 
officers tried by the court-martial, aiTembled on board the 
London, in Chatham river, in the month of 0£lober 

174^5- 

The fubftance of the charges made againft him were, 

that he did not endeavour to take, fire, kill, and enda- 
mage the enemy ; but inftead thereof, withdrew and kept 
back from the fight; keeping and continuing with his 
majefty's (hip under his command, to windward of his 
ftation in the line of battle, during all, or the greateft part 
of the engagement. 

That he did not engage within point blank, but fired, 
when not even in reach of the enemy, at random Ihot. 

That he did not alfift the Marlborough, which (hip was 
hard prefTed having loft her main and mizea mafts. 

The witnefles in fupport of thefe points of accufation, 

E roved that the Royal Oak had fired when not within point 
lank (hot; but admitted that captain Williams bore 
down till he had received the fire of three of the enemy's 
fhips, and was at laft forced to haul off in order to fave the 
(hip, which had received one (hot in the head of her main- 
mail, and another in her bread ^om, which rendered her 
very leaky. 

Captain Williams urged in his defence, that about two 

•'clock in the afternoon, on the day. of the encounter, he 

• ' T 4 had 
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bad engaged the fhip in the enemy's line a-ftern of the 
Hercules, and in little more than half an hour drove her 
from her ftation, to which fhe never again returned : that 
he afterwards progreffively engaged three or four moro 
fliips of the enemy's fleet, and was at laft obliged to retiro 
<br want of due fupport, as he alledeed, from the Rupert* 

He obferved farther, that the witnenes both for the crown 
and in his defence, had fufficiently proved he bore down 
immediately when the admiral did, and got into afHon in a 
ihoft time after the Namur and Marlborough: the reafon 
why he did not engage fooner was, becaufe Mr, Mathews 
altering his courfe, he did not know which way he meant 
to fteer, having a fignal out for the line of battle a-head, 
^yhich he kept Hying. That he had no notice of his inten- 
tion of altering his courfe ; that when he did engage, it 
was with the fhip which he thought was in the proper 
fituation oppofite to him; and that he fought her for an 
hour^ till (he bore away, in which he hoped he had done his 
duty. 

That it would have been abfurd for him to have gone 
out of his ftation to the affiftance of the Marlborough, as 
jiqt only the admiral was clofe to her, but the four (hips 
a-(lern of him, were all between the Royal Oak and the 
ihip in queftion ; thefe weye the (hips which ought to have 
(engaged thofe which preffcd the Marlborough. That thcrp 
were nope but the Real and Hercules for them to engage ; 
and it would have been very improper for him to have 
quitted his ftation, as there vvere four other (hips ©f the 
enemy then coming up. 

That as there had been many queftions afked concerning 
his not going to the affiftance of the Marlborough, he would 
obferve,that by the 13th article of the fighting inftru6lions, 
after the fignal being made to engage, every (hip was to 
clofe with the enemy in the order prefcribed unto them by 
the admiral ; and that by the ^2d article, if any (hip wa^ 
in diftrefs, (he was to make proper fignals In confequence 
of it : the next fhip was then to go to her afliftancc. That 
by the 24th article, no (hip was to leave her (Nation, on 
^ny pretence whatever. That he hoped he had performed 
the 13th article, by engaging in his ftation, till h^ obliged 
the (hip he engaged with tg bear away ; and if he had then 

tone to the affiftance of the Marlborough he muft have 
i:o]cen the 94th articlci by which he wa^ required to 
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keep his ftation. That as to the 22A article, the next 
(hip was to aflift the Marlborough, but the Marlborough 
did not make any fignal of diftrcfs ; that whenlie laft faw 
her he was warmly engaged himfelf, and could not go to 
her affiftance. It had been ftrongly objeSed againft him 
that he was not in a line with the Marlborough ; but he 
never apprehended the Marlborough to be any direftion 
for him, as the admiral's fignal for the line of battle 
ahead was then flying ; that he thought it his duty to 
engage the four fhips of the enemy which were coming 
up ; that he did engage them, not doubting of a(fiftance 
from the vice-admiral's divifion : that he was in aftion with 
thofc Ihips for an hour ; and they intending to weather him, 
he thought it jnoft advifeable to get nearer the Rupert, in 
order to prevent her falling into their hands. 

That it cannot be doubted but he was within point 
blank, bccaufe many (hot went over him, and feveral 
-hulled him, though the evidences againft him had fworn 
he was not within point blank, notwithftanding they were 
themfelves a great way diftant from him; he neverthelefs. 
hoped the coiirt would think him near enough. 

That he only joined the fleet the morning before the 
engagement began ; and had no other orders from the 
admiral, than to go to his ftation between the Rupert and 
Dunkirk, which he did, and then engaged the enemy, as 
it was his duty. 

That he had been forty-five years jn the fervice, and 
believed his charader never deferved to be attainted : that 
he had been under the diredions of feveral gentlemen, 
who had approved his conduft during all the time he had 
been in the fervice. As a proof of it he had received 
feveral favours from them : that it had been proved he 
did not withdraw thro^igh fear, but was willing to engage 
longer if any other fliip had borne down to him ; that if he 
had been guilty of any thing, it was to be remembered 
he had received a fevere wound in the adion, which 
rendered him incapable of remembering every paflTage ; but 
by what he could recollect, if it was to happen again, he 
would zSt in the fame manner he had done, and therefore 
fubmitted to the court, which he hoped and truflcd v^rould 
^o him juftipe. 

The 



;i98 II VIS AND CH4KACTXRS OP 

The court after a deliberation of nearly two days caim 
to the following determination^ a determination, in the 
formation of which the judges appear to have paid every 
pofiible and equitable attention to the feelings of perfomd 
honour and the diAates of publicjuftice. 

** It appeared that the Royal Oak bore down upon the 
enemy foon after the Namoie and Marlborough, and en- 
gaged the ihip aftem of the Hercules till (he bore away to 
the leeward : that the Roydl Oak was fome time out of 
adion till the headmoft of the four Spanifh Ihtps came 
up ; fbe then engaged that ihip, and continued in adion 
fome time, receiving the fire of three, if not of all the fonr 
ihips ; that foon after, the admiral wore, and the Rojral 
Oak engaged the Spanilb fhips again in paffing. That 
when the Royal Oak firft brought up fbe was not in a 
line with the admiral ; that ihe continued at too great a 
diibnce, during the greateft part of the engagement, 
that (he afterwards came up, and then engaged properly, 
confidering her fituation. 

** That as captain Williams was not in a line with the 
admiral when he firft engaged, and not within a proper 
diflance of the enemy, he failed in his duty, as he did not 
do his utmoft from the time of the banning of the 
adion, to clofe with the enemy at a proper diftance to do 
execution. That as to his going to the afliflance of the 
Namure and Marlborough, the court are of opinion 
it was his duty, after the firft fhip he engaged with, had 
bore away, to continue in a proper llation to receive the 
other four fhips that were coming up ; that it therefore was 
not lequifite for him to have made fail ahead of the other 
fliips, nor to go to the afTiftance of the Marlborough. 

*^ That the court do agree, he is guilty of part of 
the charge, and falls under the i2th article of war: 
but in regard to the long fervices of captain Edmund 
Williams, in the navy, confidering that his eye fight was 
very defedive, that he manifefted his eagernefs to engage 
the enemy, that he had already fuffered a confiderable 
punifhment by the lofs of his Ihip, and his long confine- 
ment, that he came into the fleet but juft before the 
a&ion and received only a verbal order from the admiral 
to fall into the line between the Rupert and Dtijokir^; 
and 'in regard that, of the nineteen members of which 

the 
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the court is compofed, nine are of opinion that he was in 
a line with the Nampre when he firft brought up : the 
court are of opinion, and do only adjudge him to be unfit 
to be employed any more in his majefty's fervice by fea; 
but the court do alfounanimoufly recommend him to the 
lords of the admiralty, in order to his being continued upon 
his half pay, according to his feniority, and order the 
marlhal to difcharge him out of cuftody." 

The recommendation of the court- martial was fo far 
fuccefsful, that on the 3d of May 1750^ he was raifed to 
the rank of rear-admiral and put on the fuperannuated 
lift: he confequently became entitled to a comfortable 
penfion during life, but which he did not long live to 
pnjoy, dying pn the 6th of March 1752. 



1 735- 

NORRIS, Richard,— was the unfortunate fon of ad* 
piiral fir John Norris, a charafter ever to be revered for 
his gallantry and very diftinguifhed condu£):, as a naval 
commander of the firft rank ; but the virtues of the father 
appear to have been very ill copied by his defcendant. 
rie was brought up to the fea fervice, as may naturally be 
fuppofed, under the aufpices and immediate protedion of 
fir John, who was then an admiral, and afforded him, 
both by precept and example, an opportunity of becoming 
an ornament to his profeflion, and attaining an elevated 
fank in the lift of the naval defenders of his native country. 

Mr. Norris was appointed captain of the Gibraltar on 
jhe 7th of Ofilober 1735 ; and during the four fucceeding 
years we find no other mention made of him. On the 
rupture taking place with Spain, in 17391 he was appointed 
taptain of the Gloucefter, of fifty guns, one of the fqua-^ 
dron ordered to the South Seas under Mr. Anfon; but 
alledging, when the (bips reached Madeira that he was in 
kn ill ftate of health, the commodore readily permitted his 
return to^ £nglan^^ wherCj, almoft immediately on his 
^ • arrival^ 
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Arrival, he was appointed to the Argylc, a (hip of the fame 
force with the Glouccfter. He did not long retain this 
command, being, in the fpring of the year 1741, pro- 
moted to the Kingfton, a large fourth rate of fixty guns : 
before the conclufion of the year he was advanced to be 
captain of the Eifex, a third rate of feventy guns, fo 
that he experienced every incitement to pcrfed propriety 
of conduft that promotion could induce. 

Early in the year 1 741-2, he was ordered to the Medi- 
terranean with Mr. Leftock and the reinforcement to the 
auadron already on that ftation, under the command of 
r. Haddock. He was employed, more particularly after 
the arrival of Mr. Mathews, on feveral (ervices of no in- 
confiderable importance, and acquitted himfelf in a man- 
ner perfeflly unexceptionable. The moft confequential 
of thefe appears to have been the blockade of the 
Spaniih gallies in the neutral port of St. Tropez ; and he 
executed it with all the fpirit and prudence of a gallant and 
good officer. The Spaniards having forfeited all claim 
to the refpeS ufually paid to a friendly port, where even 
an enemy has taken refuge, and wantonly beginning to 
fire on the Englifli fliips, captain Norris ordered in cap- 
tain Callis, of the Duke firemip, to attempt their deftruc- 
tion. This command was very expediijoufly and fpiritedly 
executed ; but the honour of it has been very improperly 

fiven, by the generality of hiftorians, folely to captain 
lorris, who certainly could claim no other merit than 
the good fortune of having had fo fuccefsful and gallant an * 
cntcrprife executed under his orders* : his conduft, how* ^ 



* The following ibort official account vill fully explain this tranf* 
a£lion. 

** By letters from vice-admiral Mathews, dated the 14th of June, 
in Villa Franca harbour, and brought by capuin Callis, commander 
of the Duke firefliip, there is advice that captain Norris, upon hit 
cruife between Cape Rous and Villa Franca, having had notice of five 
Spanifh gallies which had failed from Margarctta to St. Tropes, he 
immediately followed them thither with his majeOy's ibipt under his 
command, in cfrder to detain them there till he Ihould receive orders 
from the admiral concerning them: but that the faid Spanifh galli^ 
having began to {ire upon the king's (hips, and thereby broken the 
rules which are ufually obferved in a neutral port, captain Nopns had 
Immediately given orders to the Duke firemip to let fire to them | 
which being accordingly executed by the (aid captain CaHis, they 
were all immediately deflroyed.^ 

cvcrj 
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ever, remained in every refpeft irreproachable till the en- 
counter with the French aftd Spanifti fleets off Toulon. 
The admiral indeed appeared to have entertained the 
higheft opinion of his judgment and aSivity, having, on 
the evening- preceding the aftion, ordered nim to watch 
the motions of the combined fleet during the night, a fta- 
tion honourable, delicate, and highly confidential. Mr. 
Mathews, in the account of the engagement tranfmitted 
by him to England, makes no mention of captain Norris 
during the aftion itfelf ; but on the following day we find 
him ordered to burn the Poder, a Spanifh (hip of the 
line, which had, been captured by the Englifti, Mr. 
' Mathews not deeming it prudent, while in fight of the 
enemy, to detach any of his fleet to convoy the prize into 
Mahon. 

Captain Norris executed this order in a manner 
not in any degree incurring the cenfure of the comman- 
der-in-chief. Notwithftanding his conduft in the aftion 
itfelf had been fo far impeachable as to occafion his after- 
wards quitting the fervice in a way far from honourable, 
he was not only continued in his command, but employed, 
during the time he retained it, in many fervices far from 
infignificant. In the month of May 1744, he had the 
good fortune to effeft the deftruftion of a confiderable part 
of a Spanifti embarkation, or convoy, from Majorca and 
Barcelona, of which he gave the following account, in a 
letter to admiral Mathews, who tranfmitted it to England 
as the beft method of doing juftice to what he deemed an 
aft of gallantry, and entitling Mr. Norris to praife. 

" Eflex, off Toulon, May 22- 
•* Yefterday morning, at half an- hour after three, we 
faw twenty-fix fail of xebecks and fettees plying to the 
caftward. Upon their difcovering us to windward of 
them, and they not being able to fetch Ciotat, they bore 
alway, part for Cafli creek and part for Marfeilles. As I 
judged them to be a Spanifli embarkation, I thought it 
my indifpenfable duty to endeavour at dcftroying them* 
About ten o'clock I came to an anchor within two cables 
length of Caflli, and about a piftol-fliot from a creek to 
the wpftward thereof, where they put in to flielter thcm- 
fclves. I fcnt 'm my yawl firft with an officer to recon- 
noitre 
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noitrc the place. He foon returned and informed mCf 
that he thought what I had propofed, with regard to 
fcouring the eaftern fide of the creek, and landing the 
marines under fhelter of the cannon, was very prafticable, 
that we might drive the enemy from their veffels, and fenct 
the boats to take pofleflion of them. I accordingly landed 
the marines, who were attacked by a party of the Spani-* 
ards ; but as foon as the officer could form them, they 
forced the enemy to retreat ; at the fame time the boats 
boarded a xebeck and a Tartan, and warped them out to 
me. I immediately fent the boats in again with combuf- 
tibles to fet the reft of the embarkation on fire, as I found 
it imprafticable to get them out ; and I have the pleafure 
to acquaint you, that we had the good fortune to burn 
three xebecks and eight fettees. The xebecks were all 
armed veflels to convoy the fettees, and I believe in their 
ballaft. The fettees were laden with powder, cannon, 
other ordnance (lores, and fome provifions, bound to 
Antibes, where they were to receive farther orders from 
the marquis de las Minas ; and by what I can learn from 
the prifoners we have taken, they were to embark troops 
for Italy. I am the more confirmed in this opinion, 
as we found flings in them for hoifling in their horfes» 
They came from Majorca and Barcelona." 

Notwithflanding Mr. Mathews does not appear to have 
himfelf preferred any complaint againfl captain Norris, 
his condudl was fo loudly cenfured by others, that it was 
very evident the rules and honour of the fervice rendered 
it neceffary to enter into a proper and legal invef{igation of 
it. Captain Norris, in all probability confcious of his 
own demerits, and confequently fearing to meet the in- 
jured countenances of his countrymen, or fubmit his caufe 
to that determination which would either have vindicated " 
his honour or punifhed his delinquency, thought proper 
to withdraw himfelf from Port Mahon*. He ever after- 
wards continued to pafs a life of obfcurity, as it is faid, in 
Scotland ; but, as may naturally be fuppofed in all cafes 
of retirement fimilar to the prefent, even the time of his 
death is unknown. 

ROBINSON, or ROBERTSON, Nicholas,— was, on 
the 8th of May 1735, appointed captain of the AldboroV 

* Other accounu fay he abfconded after his arrival in London* 

5 We 
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We have no fubfequent information concerning him till 
the year 1741, when we find him commanding theEfTex, 
of leventy guns, one of the fleet then ftationed in the 
Channel, under the orders of fir John Norris. He quit- 
ted this (hip on the return of the fleet into port, when the 
winter approached, being fucceeded by captain Norris 
lad-mentioned. We do not know what particular 
coifnmand he was afterwards invefted with, though it is 
very apparent he was quickly appointed to fome other (hip, 
for, 6ti the l6th of June 1743, he was brought to a court- 
martial, at Sheernefs, on a charge of defrauding govern- 
ment, by falfe accounts, of the fum of 138I. i8s. He 
was fentenced to pay a fine equivalent to twelve months 
pay ; and we have no proof of his ever having been again 
employed in the fervice. He died in England on the id 
of February 1753. 



1736. 



CHAMBERS, William,— was, on the 5th of Oaober 
1736, tnade captain of the Leopard. This is the only 
mention we find made of this gentleman till the year 1 740, 
when he was appointed to the Montague, one of the (hips 
put into commillion to form a part of the formidable ar- 
mament fent out, at the end of the year juft mentioned, 
under fir Chaloner Ogle, to th^ Weft Indies ; he was of 
courfe prefent at the memorable and ever to be lamented 
expedition againft Carthagena ; after the failure of which, 
the Montague being one of the (hips ordered to remain on 
the Weft India fiation, he, in 1741, accompanied itlr. 
Vernon when he proceeded ag^inft Cuba, an enterprife asr 
unfuccefsful in its termination ^s the preceding one had 
been. Mr. Chambers remained in the Weft Indies fome 
years after this, retaining, during that period, the com- 
mand of the Montague. His time was principally occu* 
pied in cruifing for the proteftion of the Britift com- 
merce; 
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merce*; as experience had taught the commanders-in-chief 
that the force allotted to them, confidering the di fad van- 
tage of the climate, and other caufes, was, in all proba* 
bility, inadequate to the reduftion of fuch Spanifli fettle- . 
ments as could be deemed important enough to anfwer the 
mere expence of capture. 

No mention is made of Mr. Chambers after his return 
to Europe, which in all probability happened in the year 
1745, till his promotion, on the 15th of July 1747, totJc 
rear-admiral of the white. Immediately on his advance- 
ment he was appointed to command a fquadro^ of nine 
Ihips of war Rationed in the Channel. But the; enemy not 
attempting to fend any fquadron to fea * for the purpofe of 
oppofing fuch naval operations as the Britifh govern-- 
ment thought proper to undertake, he pafled through this* 
command as little noticed as though he had been invefted 
with it in a time of profound peace. On the 12th of 
May 1748, he experienced a farther promotion to be rear- 
admiral of the red, which appears to have been the higheft 
rank he ever lived to attain. On the conclufion 01 the 
peace he was mentioned as the admiral to be invefted with 
the command in the Weft Indies, of the fmall fquadron 

%—■———*—— I ■ ■ 11 w^— ^M^M ■ »■■■■■ ^w^Mi— ^<>— — i^pi—— — ^Mpi^— I— i^BMii^— ^ifci^— — — ^a— — — ^^B 

* The following little enterprize, trivial as it is in itfelf, does Mr. 
Chambers too much credit, as a naval officer, to be omitted. So 
much adroitnefs, a6livity, and fpirit, merited more enlarged fuccefi 
than be was happy enough to meet with. 

** Port Royal harbour, Jamaica, May 8, 1744* 
*' His majeOy's fibip Montague arrived the 3d infiant from her 
cruife off the Tortuda bank, near the gulph of Florida, and brought in 
with her a Spanifh brigantine, of ten guns, and as many fwivels, with 
twenty-four men, commanded by a lieutenant of a man of war» 
which ferved at that time as a tender to admiral de Torres. Captain 
Chambers, who commanded the Montague, fays, that the morning 
before he took this tender, bein^ the 3d of April, he fell in with the 
Spanifli fquadron, confiding of nine large fliips of tFie line, a fri^ie of 
twenty guns, and this brigantine, about five in the morning, m the 
latitude of 84, bearing W. and by N. ten leagues from the Tortuda 
bank : that they were abotU four leagues to windward of him when he 
firft faw them ; and his fliip being clean, he 'made fail to windward in 
chace of them all that day and night, in hopes one or other of tfaem 
might have fallen to leeward; that the next morning he picked up 
this tender, in fight of five large ihips about four leagues to windward^ 
fiot one of which attempted to bear down upon him." 

* Except that commanded by L'£nteodiere, defeated by adn^ti^ 
l^wkc i(i die moi^th of Odober« 

«Iwa^ 
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'always ftationed there in cafe of any fudden emergency or 
infult. We do not, however, correflly know, whether he 
ever proceeded thither; nor have we indeed been fortu- 
nate enough to collect any other particulars relative to this 
gentleman, who appears, even from the trivial mention 
made of him, to have been a very brave and excellent 
officer, except that he died in England on the 9th of Ja- 
nuary 1753. 

DRUMMOND Charles*,— was, on the 12th of Ja- 
nuary 1736, appointed captain of the Lowcftoffe frigate. 
He continued in this (hip for many years, having in 1741 
commanded her on the Leeward ifland Itation. Soon 
after his return from thence, the precife time of which we 
cannot afcertain, he was, in all probability, promoted to 
the command of the Cambridge. In that (hip we find 
him on the Mediterranean ftalion, ferving under Mn 
Mathews in the engagement with the French fleet off 
Toulon. He was Rationed in the line as one of the fe- 
conds to rear-admiral Rowley: and though his, was one of 
the (hips not engaged, he appears to have totally efcaped 
the obloquy that, from the fanguine fpirit of popular 
opinion, might be fuppofed to attach to fuch a circum- 
ftance. He continued to ferve for a confiderable time 
afterwards in the fame ft.tion and fttip; and returning to 
England with the other captains ordered home, was, 
in 1746, examined, on behalf of the crown, as one 
of the evidences on the trial of vice- admiral Leftock. We 
know not whether he received any appointment after he 
quitted the Cambridge, but are rather inclined to believe 
he did not, as we find him on the 21 ft of July 1747, put on 
tlie fuperannuated lift with the rank and half- pay of a rear- 
admiral. He confequently lived ever afterwards in retire- 
ment, far as related to the fervice ; fo that no other parti- 

♦ The family of Drummond has been always ranked amongft the 
mod ancient and iiluftrious of the Scotch nation; it is highly difiin* 
guifhed by a long train of worthy anceftor^,' no lefs remarks^le for the 
noble alliances they made, and the dignities conferred upon them, than 
for perfonal merits 

They have the honour to be, in feveral inftances, nearly related to 
the royal houfo of Stuart ; and can boaH, wnat few fubje6b can do, 
that mod of the crowned heads in Europe are dcfcended from them* 

Vot, IV. U culars 
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eulars relative to him are known, except that he died, in 
England, fome time in the cotirfe of the year 1771. 

FAULKNER, Samuel,— was, on the 26th of May 
1736, appointed captain of the Britannia, and is believed 
to have procured this commiflion at the fpecial recommen- 
dation and inftance 6{ fir John Norrrs; who having ob» 
ferveid in him, while in a fiibordinate ftation^ every quality 
neceffary to conftitnte a good officer, feized this opportu* 
nity not only of rewarding merit, but of procorfng a 
command under himfelf, for a man whofe conduft he had 
fo much approved of, and whom he confequentty knew he 
eould Co well place an implicit confidence in. 

Captain Faulkner appears never to have quitted thi» 
particular and very honourable line of fervice, we mean 
the command of a firft rate, and, generally fpeaking, the 
ftation of captain to an admiral or commander-in-chief. 
In the beginning of the year 1741 he was captain of the 
Royal Sovereign, and early in the fpring removed into the 
Viftor}', on board which fhip fir John Norris hoifted his 
flag as commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet, during 
the enfuing fummer. Captain Faulkner unfortunately 
continued in the fame command during life, and the ciiv 
<iumftances attending his fervice were, not only 'from the 
condufl of the enemy, remarkably trivial, but have been 
related alreadv in the lives of the different admirals under 
whom he fer\'ed. In 1744 he attended admiral Balchen 
in his unfortunate voyage to Lifbon, which ended, as it is 
well known, in the lofs of that noble lhip,and all tha gallant 
perfons who failed in her, to the amount of eleven hun- 
dred, many of them young volunteers, and relatives of the 
moft illuftrious families in the kingdom. This melancholjr 
event took place ofFGucrnfey, as it is generally fuppofed^ 
on the 4th of Oftober 1 744.' 

FITZROY, Lord Auguftus, — was the third fon of 
Charles, fccond duke of Grafton, and the lady Henrietta, 
daughter of Charles Somerfet, marquis of Worcefter. 
He was born on the i6th of October 1716^ and having 
chofen a fea life, was, when fcarcely twenty years old, 
* appointed captain of the Elthapn,^a forty-gun (hip, on the 
2rd of November 1736. Collins aflerts, " that in the 
month of September preceding he was appointed to, and 
took poft in, the Kennington frigate." We have, how- 
ever. 
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(S^ei?i nb eVidettce corroborating this aflertion ; ah d^Ae" 
tieVei' ftippbfing him really to haVe held tliaf abpbintmiint>* 
fliat !t WdS merely d temporary command^ ai afting <^t^- 
tjBri'ortly. Coiiins addiSj " that he afterwdrds-cdmrniiitJilf 
feVcril other fhips of war previous to hiis ttihg appoliffttf 
cafbtain of the OHbrd;" but this alfo i^ a miftakes h'^ 
contintied in the Elthim till the end of the mohth of Of^-* 
tbbdr 1730, and was promoted out of that Qiip ihtp tH^' 
€)rfofrd. During thfe Very (hort time which interv^rieif 
iSetWfeen the comhieh(?eA«it of hoftilitles, and his remdvi] 
asjuft ftated, he Was employed as a cruifer'oflF tl\e coaffld 
Spainj and had the goad fbrtune 10 capture a vaTitable rh^ 
dfeaiit- (hipjCallcd theNueftra Senora D'A Ganpiii/lvhifcFr Iff? 
brought lafe into Portfmouth, It was i?n h5s arrival th^ft? 
that he received the appointment already ^lludecJ to. " ^ 

he was immediatdv ordered to fe^ 6q a tniirfi? wljjb t: 
captains Mayiie and E/urelL the former of whoirt w^^ tfl 

cdmmanding.officer.Sb9naK^rtheffarfivafoKthe^j^oliitL 
ftation they fell in wi^h iind captured^ k^drz'vety dfefpSratif 
tefiftance, on the part of the enemy, the Princefla, a Spi(nHB? 
(hip of war, whicK, though movnting-oril^f^ehty ^ns, 
was confiderably larger tfiin' any of tlKb Brittift^fim 5*^tesf 
according to the (Jimeiiftbns then ufed. The particiijarS 
of the aSion have been already given in the life of (jipfant 
Mayne*, fo th?t it is totally Uhrieceffery'to repeat ttienji' 
or fay any thjng fi^rther concerning it, except that a triflin]^ 
difputc is faid to have arifen between his lordfhip an^ 
captain Mayhe, in confequerice of the former having fe^ 
ceived thefwbrd of the opanifh commander, which .thid? 
latter thought a compliment due to him, no.t only as hajrin^ 
been longer in aftion, but as commodore or fcni or captain? 
This bufmefs was, hoWeVer, gompromife^ without mticH 
difficulty, and during the. enfuing feafon he ferycd under 'fir 
J. Norrisin the Channel fleet. On its return into port, at the, 
fepproach of winter, he was ordered to the Weft Indies^' 
Ivith fir Chaloner Ogle and the reinforcement deftined for 
Mr. Vernon there. Nothing material Occurred while th^ 
fleet was on its voyage to Dominica; but when paQing 
£rom thence to Jan^aica, the headmoft fliips fell iji 

with four large French fhips of w^r under the? ifland pf 

• ■ •■.»■. , ■ 
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Hifpaniola. The admiral made a fignal for an equal 
number^ of which hislorddiip was fenior, or commanding; 
QJEcery to give chace. , On coming up during the -night 
with-the mj^rqnis D'Antin, who was the French commo- 
doFC^yhe peremptorily rcfufed to bring to, his lordfhip thcrp" 
ficjire, without he(itation,gaye him his;broadfide, which being 
ililhintly returned, a general aftion took place, and conti- 
nued, with very fliort intervals, during the remainder of 
^e.njght. When day-light appeared- the French ihiip* 
6oi{(e4 their colqucs and dcrille4rfr5HTi firing ; the Bri^iih; 
fiiips.^ purfued the fame line of condu^l ^ -and th« cpmr 
Qianders feparated,- after making apologies ►for what yvas* 
calLed a miliake ; for though it was "well underitopd ^hat 
we marquis D'Antin had been fent from France foe the' 
exprefs purpofe of reinforcing the count; De Torres, the 
Sp^nifh .admir-^l, and afTii^ing him^, in the attack, of ,die 
firitilh {hips and f^tlle^nents, yet no -war having been de- 
^s^i^ between the -cpui^ts of London and Verfaillesy^.tbe. 
affair ended merely in; the mutual lofs of feveral of the 
crew killed :^ndwqunded. / ' . 
^ t/ittle n'otrcq is taken of his lordfhip at the fubfequent; 
attack of Carthagena. . He was Rationed in the line to 
lead admiral Vernon's divifion, and is only mentioned as 
leaving been ordei;ed into the harbour, with captain GrifHn 
in the Burford, to cut off from the Spaniards all commu- 
nication, by water, with CaftilloGrande. His lordihip^did 
not long furvive this unfortunate expedition, dying at Port 
Royal on the 24th of May 1741, five days only after the 
arrival of the fleet in that harbour. His complaint was 
an indifpofition contraftcd in the unwholefome climate of 
Carthagena, which, as Campbell properly obfcrves, that of 
Jamaica did not contribute to the removal of. 
- His lordfhip had when a lieutenant, and not quite eigh^ 
teen. years old, in the month of March 1733-4, married 
Elizabeth, datighter of colonel William Colby *, fometime 
governor of N^ w York, a younger fon of Alexander 
■ -•."•■ 1 . •, , 

" * "Thw brave- -and- fallant yoan» rnatv was of a very amorous dtfpo- 
Htion, having jiift before be failed for Carthagena, been condemned' 
in y^ry heavy damages -for an intrigue with a lady of rank. The- 
crime therefo re dr ew on itfclf its own puniihment, and became a 
futtcTcnt panralTvFTor iHe indlfc ration'. 

Cofby, 
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Coflby, of StrodbeH,:in the kingdom:- of Ireland, efq. 
By her (who after his deccafe married James Jeffrys, efq.^ 
he had three fons, Charles, born at New York, i734f 
who died there aged only fourteen months; Auguftus 
Henry, now duke of Grafton ; and the honourable Charles 
Fitzroy, fincc created/a peer by the title t)f lord Souths 
ampton. In the month of February ,1738-9, he was 
chofen reprefentative in parliament for the borough fii 
Thetford, a ftation he held till the time of his death. 

RUSSEL, John, — was, on the 22dof July 1736, pror* 
moted to be captain of the Pearl frigate. After which 
time we are ignorant of any particulars relative to hirti 
till the year 1740, at the latter end of which we find him 
commanding the Oxford, a fourth rate of fifty guns, on 
the Mediterranean ftation, under Mr. Haddock. He did 
not long remain in this (hip, be\ng fucceeded by cagtain 
Powlet, afterwards duke of Bolton. We are again unkc- 
^uainted what command he held till after the appointnientr 
of Mr. Mathews to the Mediterranean ftation, when 
we find him to have been captain of the Namufj tmde^ 
that admiral. He diftinguiftied himfelf very remarkably 
in t^e memorable encounter with the. French and Sp^nri& 
fleets off Toulon, and was fo defperately wounded, in ad- 
dition to having loft his right arm clofe to his body> thai^:* 
he died at Mahon, in confequence of thofe honourable 
injuries, in a few days after the a£kion. CbnfideraUe 
hopeis were at firft entertained of his recovery, but t^hcife^ 
unhappily proved delufive. 

TRJEFUSIS, Thomasj,— the dcfcendant of a very aii»! 
etent and honourable Corniih family, whs, Dn the 25th o& 
December 1736, appointed captain of » the -TorringrQif^ 
This is the only naval conimand'in which we Rave eVfeP 
been able to difcover this gentleman^ In the tnonthl ,q£ 
May 1740, he was appointed commiflionsr of the viijlivt 
ailing office, a ftation he retained till the 29th of ^Jtin^ 
1744,* arid then quitted, oh being appointed extra cbrti- 
miflionei: of the * navy, refident at'^^ahop; ThisLwas 'i' 
temporary office erected in corilequehce pf the war^ ini 
the principal fcene of naval operations being transfeirr^d^ 
to the Mediterranean. ' ^- ' >. A 

He quitted this ftation at the end of the^year 1747 ; ahrf 
on the 24th of July 1 748^ was put dxi the fuperannuated 
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IHl with the rack and half paj pf a rear-admiral. Thii 
appointment, generally fpeaking, clofes our account of 
all thofe gentleman who have c^^ned that honourable 
teftimony of their paft fervices, when age or infirmities 
prevent their continuing any longer in public life; fo 
does it in the prefent inftance ; and we have nothing far*- 
ther to add, except that he died, in Englandi on the i6di 
of April 1754. 



^737' 

BOSCAWEN, the Honourable Edward*,— was the 
third fon of Hugh, firft lord vifcount Falmouth, and 

Charlotte^ 

* i " ' .. ■ ■ ■ 

* The following heraldic account of tbc family of Bolcawcii ill 
ffytn by Qollint. 

** Its'anceftors^ according to the caftom of ancient timesi haj dp* 

^jipmination from the Jordfliip'aod manor of bofcawen Rbfe, in Cbiif- 

wall, of which they were owners, in king John's reign. 

. " The lirfi mentioned, in the vifitation Of" the heralds, m the offiee 

^fanns, is Henry Dc Bofcawen, who had two Tons, Robert aiui.Alai^ 

who had iflue John, the fitherof Mirabel, his only daughter and heir. 

'* Kobert De Bofcawen, eldeH fon of Henry, was living in th^ 
feign of king Henry Hid, and left ifluc'Hcnrv He Bofcawen, livhig 
in i2g9, who, by his wile, Hawifir, relid of William De Trewoofe^ 
iad ilTue Henry De Bofcawen, his fon and heir, who was liviiiR m 
1387; and by Nicha de Lulyn, his wife, was fathrr of John De Bof* 
cawen, who c»me to the efiate in 1334. This John tnarried Johan, 
daughter and heir of John de Tregothnan, of Tregothiian, with wh6n 
be' had that cftate, arnl iflbe by her two fons ; John, his (on and k!ir, 
arrd Qtho, (ccor.d'fbn. who died without iffue; and a ^ughtcr, An^, 
the wife of John Chiderton. 

'' The iatd John De Bofcawen fucceedcd his father in 1357- He 
wedded Joban, dao^bter and heir of Oiho De Abalanda, lineally de- 
icended from Hr Ofbert De Abahnda, kot.'who, by his \vife Eudda, 
daughttr of John Refkyner, had a fbn, Ewryne; who, by- his wife 
florence, dau^hter and heir of Walter Pother, had a fon Oibert, whortf^ 
Alice his wiftr, daughter and heir of fir Laurence Arundel, of Lamayel, 
Bad a fon 0(bcrtj» who was father fo Ewrvne ; who, by his wife Alice, 
daugh'cr and heir of Otho De Trevayfe, had Otho ; who, by "his 
vile Margery, daughter and heir of Ralph Kafcl, was fuli£r"6f ilie • 

iaid 
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Charlotte, eldeft of two daughters, and coheirs of Charles 
Godfrey, efq. by Arabella Chuxcbill his wife, fifter to 
John, duke of Marlborough. He was born on the 19th 
of Auguft 171 1 ; and having betaken himfelf to a naval 
life was, after paifing through the feveral fubordinate 
ftations with the higheft credit, promoted, on the Z2th of 
March 1737, to be captain of the Leopard, a fourth rate 
of fifty guns. How long he continued in this command 
does not appear ; nor have we any fubfequent information 
concerning him till the year I739f when we find him 
commanding the Shoreham frigate, employed on the Ja-> 
maica ftation as a cruifer, at the commencement of the 
war with Spain. His ihip wanting fome repairs, and be* 
ing unfit for fea at the time Mr. Vernon failed on the 
<^pedition againd Porto Bello, Mr. fiofcawen very fpirit- 
edly defired to ferve under him as a volunteer ; and after 
the redu^ion of the fortrefs, was one of the officers em- 
ployed in fuperintending and directing its demolition. We 
•do not find any particular mention made of him during 
the enfuing year; but in 1741, he fiill continuing 
captain of the fame ihip, was attached to the fleet of 
Mr. Vernon, when employed on the expedition againft 
Carthagena ^. Here this brave and.gallant officer had the 
&rfl opportunity of difplayine that fpirit of enterprife and 
true contempt of danger, which fo ftrongl^ nuirked his 
condud in- eyery iiiture tninfaAion of his life. He was 
appointed to command the detadiment.of three hundred 
Tailors which were ordered with^two hundred foldiers, to 
attack a fafcine battery, ere£^ed by the enemy on theifland 

faid Johany and bore, for his trmSf |pi1es, three bends, argent, as faSa 
anceftors bad done. By this match a great eftate accrued to their fan 
jand heir, John Bofcawen, efq. who, by Rpfe, his wife, dai:^ter of 
William Brett, efq. bad i0ue Hugh Bolicawen, efq. bis Ton and beir^ 
who fucceeded him in his cflate, and married Johan, only daiighter df 
Jlalph Trenouth, and heir of her mother Maud, dai^hter and bdr <»£ 
— Tregarkk, of an ancient family in Omwall.** 

* On &R t^th df Fcbmaiy captaio BofcawejD a^ captauD Knowks 
were fent, by the vice-admiral, to the goremor of Port Lqois, with a 
meflage, the purport of which was, that his fleet being forced by firong 
breezes into that bay, the admiral defired to wood and water there* 
They returned with airery polite anfwer, and at the fame time bnMMJbt 
-an account that the mar^oi* d^Aatin wiUi bia Iqnadroa had Ukd %g 

U4 of 
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r: Pirr, vMcb rcrf-fferiMv irrrp^ded the operarions of the 
arT'v a^iir.-.: rhc jacle or' Bva Cr.ica. 

The ex-. II [.'•'■. •: this pr«"»Teit wa? :o bav± nken place 
on trie X":h '»f Nlarch, bti: was Vr!:geii ro i?c ieferrtd, ia 
c^-if G'i ry2 'i tnc vi*- '.cn:e ot :he v». ir.i, ri!l the I9ih- 
The b ■2''- !c:*- tr.e ihic? about rr^ir^Ul^.r. and rowed to the 
fhor* ab<v.: a rrile to Ice ward of the Bizriitn battery, 
m'-ijp. they -ve-e -o a- tack- T i:s nirafurt had been 
a-^-ecu ^r. ar..l ierled, i? r^e r-.o'': likely rr.-^iz of a*oitiing 
bt : r. g !c.=T^ . • r d : f • ■ ' V t rtd b v r - e no " le •: ^" i he I r - ars. The 
fci -.r.er , t c i 3 y r -. c L r h i £'■" - ir . r "cd c-: .r* Tia ie r, *acd-?d w ith 
th e 'ZTt^'i'} i.iiz'i':" i r. a f :: a . '. ii r.dy b a •- . t -^ v.- h c »! there 
V.-2S 3 nirr/iv c!^ :■.--: el bcr-'e-^n :wo r:::? of rc^:k$. To 
defer.-: 'li- ^a T-^e ^as a birTtry .?: n. - zunf, of which 
ir/i a . fa: ' i r. ' i • e r-: :' .^ ro" a ' ! v i ?n • rar. * r "i a: : " e nacn landed 
i; r -^er : r. :- ■ r v r . t: :.; z z it s . T r e v r. :.i noc fc rcaed 
vhr:". the ".if- V "7 ?-..=■■: *':. :- f.re urrc rbf t ; b:it the 
E r. ^':: ihi t- o* • •'! '"• ■ rp : i f : i a * ' 1 5 i f p#- u r. -\ceoted rccep- 
t!'^'!, : r?r'--::i'e V r ^^"e::.:./ irat *'. -r :'.:ccifs, rrnd, 
indeed, fa:r:v, ccctr.drd n*^. 'hrir rrf .::-;, :u.hed for- 
wa H w : h :he i:r m -^ft • n . oe no •':"•.■. w . - h rh-: ' r I zjdt r at 
their head, ?nd enienre tir i-ii t~= enbra Vires, dr?re 
th- ere my f i.m thnr girr.s bei' re I'e*. ~ i rjie to ciake 
a fswond dif^r.arg?, fo tSa: ih.5 vt:y : ' co-tiiit advantage 
W2« .Dair.ed with a I jf- pj'.y l^jcr. drraD.e. 

The Spaniards a: thr Barra-era btittcry. vr^i^r. infbrmcd 
of ?r.e rrisf-'^r'i-e, turned tr.ree p.ece? c: car-o:: oa the 
v: ft •: r» "^ ' : = a . 1 i • ■ a n * 5 , a e ai r. fr --* h mh th ey c ? .r. me - zed a very 
hr.'/£ f.re '-»■::>: ?rape ;>:: . ? :: their c-r.5 :>=!r-i t>3 much 
e'evi'-sTT, Mr. iiofcavre- ^r.i r.ii ra. a .: .arv f :.:iined 
ve r V ! . ". e . ni l ry . r . :«;::£ ; r. v > - -.-■:: r : "itze r : - irs pi- 
61 : V. t rev ver '. .So r. d ■ . : : he S r - r. ia ri s fr>xii the . r Iccosd 

cf aliiJ-t, t"ev -.ri-ird f e rJ-?. t:7f -.jc ar..": t-jr^rr ihc 

T* f.T-er*. The S:?ar.:ar>. fcr/b e x -he fjcrort ai:d 

ir.'-.r.t .t **::ri ca— . r. K-".:..*: ir. a II v iavs :V far 
fuccc^ccv: a? t? re jLc'e \"^ re-cr.:t:nezce a r.rc from lix 
gi:r=. jarta' r. ?• ^,\a '* : r. v^ a> a^cair. "^rr e:ei ".' attack it, but in 

fore 
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fore engaged in. His (hip, the Shorcham, together >/\iith 
the Princefs Amelia, and Litchfield, were fent to 
anchor as near the battery in queilion as poflible, and 
bring their broad fides to bear on it, in fiipport of a de- 
tachment of feamen, commanded by the captains Watfon, 
Cotes, and Dennis, who were ordered to ftorm it. Thefc 
meafures, taken with fo much prudence and deliberation, 
appearing to defy misfortune and ill-fuccefs, foeSc&usLlly 
intimidated the Spaniards, that they fled without firing a 
ihot, as foon as ever they perceived the (hips had brought 
to, near the battery, and the boats were preparing to land 
the men. 

Alter the death of lord Aubrey Beauclerk, who unl ^y- 
pily fell in the attack of Boca Chica cadle, he is believed 
to have been promoted to the command of the Prince 
Frederic, of feventy guns; and when the idea of any far- 
ther attack was given up, Mr. Bofcawen was again cm- 
ployed in the fame kind of fervice he before had been at 
Porto Bello, being appointed to aflifl in demolifhing the dif- 
ferent forts which-the Englifh had made themfelves mafters 
of. The fubfequent naval operations which took place dur- 
ing his continuance in the Weft Indies were extremely un- 
important, fo that it cannot be thought extraordinary we 
do not X find him particularly mentioned. He returned to 
England in May 1742, and came to an anchor at St* 
Helen's, in the Prince Frederic, on the 14th, after a paf- 
fage of nine weeks from Jamaica, bringing advice that the 
fleet and army, under Mr. Vernon and general Went- 
worth, were, at the time he parted company with them, 
under fail on the-expedition againft Panama, in the South 
Sea, intending to be executed by marching the troops 
acrofs the ifthmus of Darien. 

We believe Mr. Bofcawen to have been principally, if 
not entirely employed, after his return, till 1745, as a 
cniifer in the Channel : but do not find any other parti* 
cular mention made of him, except that, at the latter part 
of that time, he commanded the Dreadnought, of fixty 
guns. While thus occupied he captured the Medea^ 
a French frigate, commanded by Mr. He Hocquart. 
About the end of the year juft mentioned he was 
appointed captain of the Koyal Sovereign, then lying as a 
guardihip at the Nore; and is faid. to have been made 

COflX- 
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coflnmander-in-chicf of all the armed veffcls hired hy 
government, as cruifers, during the rebellion. We rather 
conceive this to be a midatcincnt, or that he was only 
inveikd with the ofEce of fuperintendant ; and infinidea, 
as they were principally, if not entirely, fitted in the river 
Thames, totnfped them as they pafied the Nore, for the 
pnrpofe of examining whether they were properly equip- 
ped for his majefly's fervice. 

In the month of January 1746, he was made captain 
of the Namnr, formerly a fhip of ninety guns, but now, 
after receiving a thorough repair, reduced to a third rate. 
Nothing in any degree material appears to have occurred 
till November, when, being appointed commodore 
of a fmall fquodron ordered to cruife at the entrance of the 
Channel, he had the good fortune to capture two con- 
iequential prizes; one of them the Intrepid, a (lout pri- 
vateer fitted out from St. Maloe's, carrying twenty guns, 
and two hundred men ; the other a difpaich boat, fent to 
Europe by M. de Jonquiere, the commander of the French 
fquadron on the American Ration, with the advice of the 
death of the due D'Anville^ and the total failuie of ibe 
whole expedition. 

In the year 1747 he fei^ed as a private eaptam 
in the Aeet fent out under admirals Anfon and Warxen, 
and fignaliAsd himfclf in a very particular manner, dur- 
ing the encounter 'with the French iquadron under Mr. 
de Jonquiere, on the 3d of May. He was amoi^ the firft 
commanders who was in action, and mod eminently 
contributed to the complete fuccefs which attended it, by 
flopping the enemy till his companions got up. He 
was feverely wounded in the moulder by a nui£ket 
ball ; but this was the laii occafion on which he 
ever krvtd as a private captain, having, on the i^th of 
July following, been defervcdiy advanced to be rear-admi- 
ral of the blue. Ne immediately afterwards was invefted 
^ith averye^tniordinary command, which were every other 
evidence wanting, proves, in- the sioft confpicuous manner, 
the very high opinion entertained by the ib\*ereign, by his 
tninif^rs, and by the people in general, of his extenfive 
and exalted abilities. The commifiian to which we allude, 
appointed htm not onVy admiral and commander-in-chief 
of a fquadron ordered for die Eaft indies, confiAiog of 
iift Chips of the Hue, but general alfo of the land forces 

employed 
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employed on that expedition. No amphibious kifid of 
commiffion like this had been granted to any perfon fined 
the time of Charles the Second, except the earl of Peter* 
borough. It had always been deeitied improper, and, 
J)articularly in the inftance juft mentioned,was much, though 
iprobably undefervedly, cenfured# If Mr. Bofcawen recdved 
this high truft without roufing the clamorous voice of 
^arty, and tho' unfuccefsful, as he proved, in carrying it into 
execution, excited neither murmur nor reproach, it is not, 
perhaps, urging too much to aflert, that it was the greateft 
encomium that could podibly have been paid to his high 
Bierit and extenfive abilities. 

The earlier part of the tranfa^ions of this expieditioh 
^re extra£led from Collins, and are the more curidus aJs 
having been communicated to him by his fon, who was 
^n officer in that very expedition, and confequently an 
accurate witnefs of every niinute circumdance that hap* 
pened. 

^^ On November 4, I747> the fquadron failed from St, 
Helen's with a fair wind, which only ferved for that day; 
imt admiral Bofcawen, anxious to get out of the Channd, 
iChofe rather to turn to windward ivifh the fleet than t6 
jmt bac]^:. Meeting with hard gales of wind they were 
obliged to anchor in Torbay, where the fleet ai-rived about 
lileven o'clock oh November loth ; but at four in the 
eyeningi the Wind ferving, failed again and proceeded to 
the Land's End, when it turned again; but, ftruggling 
with the winds, came to an anchor in the road of Madeira 
€n December 13th. Hard gales of wind had feparated 
feveral (hips, which, however. On the 17th joined the 
admiral, who ufed all poflible means to get the fleet in a 
condition to fail; this being completed on the 22d, 
th^ failed on the 23d. On March 29, 1748, the fleet 
(Capie to an anchor ih Table Bay, at the Cape of Good 
Hope. Gn the 30th the ground was pitched on to Encamp, 
and men were ordered on (hore to clear it ; but the wind 
blowed fo frefli that the forces could not land till April 
6, when the whole encamped ih^ood* order and difcipline, 
being three battalions, with artillery : on the right were 
four hundred marines, making one battalion, fix Englifli 
independantcorapaniesof one hundred and twelve mdn were 
on the left> and fix Scot(:h companies in the centre. The 

^ men 
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men made a good appearance ; and no pains were fpared, as to 
difcipline and refrel}iment,in order to fit them for their better 
performance in aclion. The admiral, by his genteel bcha- 
viour,entircl y gained the love of the knd officers ; and never 
was greater harmony among all degrees of men than in this 
expedition, every one thinking they were happy in being 
under his command. 1 he time they flayed at the Cape 
was of great fervice to the land and fea forces, who had 
frefh meat all the time ; but their flay was longer than 
intended, occafioned by five India fliips, with forces on 
board, parting from the fleet, purpofely to get firft to the 
Cape, in order to fell their private trade to better advan- 
tage, but they were miftaken, as they did not arrive till April 
14; and thofe India ihips that were with the admiral had 
fupplied the Cape with all that was wanting." 

On the 8th of May * the rear-adiifiral failed from the 
Cape of Good Hope with the fquadron under his com«( 
mand, together with fix fhips belonging to the Dutch Eaft 
India company. After a fatiguing paflage, occafioned 
by a feries of contrary winds, very unufual at that feafon^ 
on the 23d of June, at day break, they made the ifland of 
Mauritius, having parted from three of the Dutch (hips 
in the bad weather during their pafTage. When in fight of 
land the admiral called a counfel of war, aflcing the advice 
of his captains as to which they thought the moft proper 
paffage for the fhips to take, in going in. It being deter- 
mined to run between Long Ifland and the Gunners 
Coin, the men of war to lead in line of battle, and the 
India fliips to follow them, orders were given accordingly. 
The grcatett part of the fleet anchored the fame night in 
a place called Turtle Bay, between the river of that name 
and Tomb river, about two leagues to the eallward of the 
harbour, the reft got in the next day, having been fired 
at in their paflage from two fafcine batteries of about fix 
guns each, but without receiving any material damage. 

At day light the enemy began to fire from, other. 
fafcine batteries they had raifed on each fide of the 
entrance of the two rivers; and were perceived to be 
very hard at work in the wood oppofite to where the 



* He was advanced by commiffioD, bearing date the isth of May, 
to be rear-admiral of the white. 
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fquadron lay, in throwing up intrenchraents, as well as 
raifing other defences. . Several large fliips were alfo feen 
lying in the harbour. 

In this ftate of affairs the Pembroke, which lajr 
neareft in ftiore, was ordered to fire and difturb them at 
their work. The Swallow floop was at the fame time 
fent, with captain Lloyd, of the Eltham, the two princi-. 
pal engineers,. and an artillery officer, along the Ihore to 
reconnoitre the coafts, in order to difcovcr what place . 
would be mod convenient for landing the troops. On 
their return they reported that the enemy had fired on them 
in their paflage from eight different batteries, as well as 
from the forts at the entrance of the harbour ; that a large 
ftip with two tier of guns lay with her broadfide acrofs the 
mouth of it ; that there were thirteen other fliips within 
(feveral of them large) fitted, or fitting for the fea ; and that 
they thought it imprafticable to land any where to the 
eaftward of the harbour,, on account of the thicknefs of 
the woods which came down clofe to the water fide. It 
was therefore judged mod prudent to attempt landing be- 

?^ond the great river, to the weft ward of the town. As 
bon as it was dark the mafters of the fix line of battle- 
(hips were ordered to go in the barges and found all along 
the ihore to ascertain the depths of water, and fee particu- 
larly whether it was prafticable to land at the place pro- 
pof^d. On their return they declared that a reef of rocks 
ran along fliore at the diftance of twenty yards from it, 
which made it impoffible for boats to land, except at the 
river's mouth oppofite to where the fleet lay, or at the 
harbour, where the Channel was not above an hundred 
fathoms wide, and very difficult to get in, the wind alvvays 
blowing off" fhore. This determined the admiral to call 
a council of vvar, compofed of the principal fea and land 
officers, that he might lay before them thefe reports, with 
his inftruftiorii, far as they related to the attack of Mau- 
ritius, and to confult with them what was beft to be done,. 
It was agreed, that, as they were unacquainted with the 
ftrength of the enemy on the ifland, three ten-oar'd boat$. 
(hould be fent, under the command of major Cuming, to. 
endeavour at furprizing, and getting a prifoner frortj the. 
fhore. This was accordingly attempted, but in vain. 
The council being met again nejtt iporning, i\ Tva& re-, 

• ' ' folved!* 
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folv^d " that iFie teduftloh of tht ifland of Ufauritfujf 
not being the principal defign of th* expedition, zS 
there wa^ fuch a (Irength of ihips in the harbouri a^d the! 
preparations which the enemy had made along the coa(t 
made it certain the attack miift be attended with confidei'- 
able lofs, that no farther attempt (hould be made, but 
that the fquadroh (honid proceed with the utmoft expedition 
to the coaft of CoromandeI> fo as to begin the operations 
there lipfore the monfoons ihifted." 

Two days clapfed before the fleet coijld leav? thiji 
iHand, there being fuch a fcarcity of bread, fire-wood, an j 
water, as to make it neceffary to divide thofe articled 
equally among the (hips. Jud as they got under fail one 
of the Dutch fhips that had parted company joined 1;hem^ 
but the other two were not heard of. Whjen th.c fleet 
cleared the ifland the Dutch ihips tobk their leave^ and 
firetched away to the fouthward* The admical being <^- 
Crous, in purfuance of the refoliition of tbe council o/. 
war, to make the (horteft paflage poflible to the coaft of 
Coromandel, pafTed through the iflands, and fknds to the 
northward of Mauritius, and on the 29th 01 July the ^vholei, 
fquadroti arrived fafe at fort St. David. 

It was in[imediately determined to undertake the fi^^ 
of Pondicherry; the neceflary ftores and troops were 
accordingly landed from the (hips, and a camp formed 
about a mile fron\ the fort* The people cbntiiiuecf 
very healthy, as they had done the whole voyage^ 
a circumftance principally to be attributed to the Ulc of 
air pipes, which were found to be of infinite f^rvicc. 
The marines ferving in the fquadron under the command 
of rear-admiral GrifHn, then at foit St. David, bein^ 
jpined to thofe of Mr. Bofcawen, a very good battalicu 
was formed, donfifting of feven hundred men. 

On the ifl of Auguil the Exeter was fcnt toanchot 
off Pondicherry ; and two days after the Chcfter, Pem- 
broke, and Swallow (loop joined her* Captain Powlet^ of 
the Exeter, was diredled to take the foundings, and afcer- 
tain how near the (hips could come to the town upoA 
emergency, in order to cut off all communication upon 
that nde. 

Every thing being prepared, the army began its 
iparch on the 8th of Angult^ Mr fiofcawen heading it 
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himfelf. He left the command of thcr fquadron to 
captain Lifle, of the Vigiknt, with orders to anchor with 
his whok force two miles to the fouthward of the 
town, and remain there till farther orders. 

The army cominued their march on the 9th and 
loth without any appearance of an enemy. On the i ith 
a body, eonfifting of three hundred foot and fome horfe, 
made their appearance at an intrenchment they had thrown 
tip^ but aband€»Kd it at the s^proach of the i^itifh. This 
poft was fituated near a fmall river, and was very defen« 
fible. About a mile from it, on the other fide of the 
water, was the fort of Aria Coiipani near a river, from 
whence it takes its name. 

The admiral hex^ having learned, by a deferter, that the 
faitifon of the fort of Aria Coupan confiftcd only o^onc 
mindred men, wl^ites or people of colour, refolved to 
make an attempt next morning, with the grenadiers and 
fliquets, to gain a lodgment in the village contiguous to it, 
and there ered a bomb battery, as it was faid the garri- 
fon greatly dreaded a bombardment, their magazine not 
being bomb proof. In this proje£l the admiral would 
have (uceeeded, having foon got poflcffion of the village, 
but the blacks, who were employed in carrying up the 
intrenching tools, all ran away on a (hot coming among 
them. Upon this the enemy began to fire bri(kly from 
two batteries they had raifed on the other fide Aria Coupan 
rtver. Thefe completely flanked the Britifli pofition, 
(b that it was then tliought ad vi fable to retire towards the 
fea, in order to open a communication with the (hips, and 
get on (hore cannon, together with proper materials for 
raifing batteries to deftroy thofe of the enemy above-men- 
tioned, as well as carrying on approaches againft the fort 
in form. They now found it to be .regularly defended 
with a- ditch, and covered way, and therefore fome little 
precautic^ was neceflary to be obferved in the attack of the 
village. The admiral had one lieutenant killed, and four 
^dicers wounded; amongft them was major Goodycr, the 
commanding officer of the artillery, who loil his leg by a 
Gannoh-bali, and died fpon afterwards. The abfence of tHK 
officer was the greateft misfortune the army could have fuf- 
tained, as he was univerfaUy repujLed ^ very able man, and 
woiuld probably, as it is faid, have carried on^. their 4p* 
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proaches in a different and more A^ccefsfiil manner than 
what the furviving engineers did. The detachment lay 
on their arms all night ; and the next morning the whole 
army marched to join them. In the afternoon eleven 
hundred feamen, whom the admiral had caufed to be dif- 
ciplined on board the fleet, and exercifed in platoons under 
the command of captain Lloyd, were landed. Thcfc 
mounting guard, as well as doing all other duties with the 
regular troops, were a confiderable relief to this little 
army. 

Four twelve and four eighteen pounders being landed 
on the i6th at night, a battery of tour gims was marked 
out and completed by next morning; but being placed by 
the engineers in a different pofition from what was ori- 
ginally intended, became of no manner of ufe, a clulter of 
trees between the battery and the fort fo intercepted the 
view, that an angle only of the latter could be feen. 

The next morning a battery built l^y the artillerjr. 
officers was opened with great advantage. The enemy, with 
a troop of fixty European horfe, fupported by as many 
foot, and fome Seapoys, made a defperate attempt to dc- 
ftroy it, but without fuccefs; for though the advanced 
guard in the trench adjoining to the battery at firft gave 
way, they foon rallied and repulfed the enemy with great 
lofs, the comir ending officer of the horfe being taken. 

Soon afterwards the enemy 'shatter y blew up,anddeftroyed 
(as the admiral was afterwards informed) upwards of one 
hundred men. Some royals were immediately brought 
into the village, and fhells were thrown from them into 
the fort, which, about two o'clock in the afternoon^. We w 
up like wife. The army marched direSly and took poC- 
feffion of it, but found that the garrifon were withdravAi 
in great hafte, having left their clothes and every thing 
behind them. 

On the 2oth the admiral removed his camp to Ari* 
Coupan ; and from that day to the 25th the people were 
employed in repairing the fort, which being completed 
they crolfed the river of Aria Coupan, and the fame 
#^ening took poffeflion of a ftrong poll in the bound hedge 
of Pondicherry, about a mile from the walls, the enemy 
having, to his great furp rife, abandoned it on his advanc- 
ing! though it was very capable of being defended by a 
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fmall number of men, and to fituaisd as. to tare coil x 
great many in I he ailack, had ihepoffefllon of it been Ait- 
pirted; ■ 

This port being on the north--weft quarter of the^ 
town, the admiral ordered the (hips down to the northward ■ 
of ii; and opening on the aSih a communication that 
Waji, began to land intrenching tools, and other necef. 
faries, in order to break ground before i he place. He . 
ordered the engineers to reconnoitre and lay their plans ■ 
for carrying on the attack, before him : one of them pro- ■ 
ducing a fcheme which feemed feazible, he was ordereditd. 
carry it into execution immediately ; and the trenches wentn 
opened' accordingly :in the 30th, at night. 

On' the ifl of SeptMnber ihe enemy, made a falljr 
wiih five hundred whites, and fix or eight hundred blacks, 
but were repulfed by the advanced guard of one hundred 
men with coniiderable lofs. M, Paradis, their chief 
engineer, and dirctlor of all the military affairs, w*s 
mortally wounded; three or four other of their bcft. officers 
killed, and about one hundred men killed or woundedt 

The engineers continued working every night, 
without making ranch progrefs; and the'baltcries vvere not 
cunpleted lil! ihc 25rh of September, when they began 
tolire. They confiiled of, one mounting 8 guns, viz, fix. 
twenty-four, and two eighteen pounders; one of 4 gunS, 
two twenty-four and two eighteen pounders; one bomb 
battery of five large mortars, and iit'teeu royals; with aa> 
other of fifteen cohorns. 

The «nemy were not idle on their part, having raifed 
three fafcine batteries to play upon the treiiches, which 
they enfiladed, and annoyed the alfailants very much, foas 
lo put them to the neceflily of making two batteries, one 
of three, the other of two guns, to cTayagainft ihein till 
ihe grand batteries were finiihed. Thefe 1 aft-mentioned 
were built by the artillery officers, whoToluniarily under- 
took the office that (he engineers might not be diverted 
from the main point. 

When the befiegers firfl broke ground, the admiral 
direfled captain LiUe to order in the bomb-keich to bODO' 
bard the citadel night and day. This was continued for 
a little lime with fome fuccefs; but in a few days the 
enemy began 10 throw Ihclls at the ketch, and got her 
diflance fo exailly, that one ftiell flavcd the boat ailern of 
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hesy and anothet threw the water in upon her deekiylari 
thai flie was obliged always to heava oft in the db^y tanc^ • \ 

The feafon being now far advanced, and the enetof \{ 
haraig formed an ihundation in the front of the YtcAMf 
wfchrh rendereditimpoflifaletocarrythem onanyf!irthtr»thr ' 
admiral : found there was no probability . of reducifig tbe : : 
plai:e but by endeavouring to annoy it as much as poffibloy. 
and theseb]^ (compelling the garrtfon to the neceffity of .&r»>f 
rendering. With this view he ordered captain Xifle ^ 
to extend the rofn. of war befoie the town in. a line.^ 
oi' battle^ and waip in. to tannoni^'thfr works, on the > 
nnvnii^ after the battepca were opened. This waa eice« • 
ciited with great precifion : ihe enemy at firftreturaed thq ^ 
fiifi vbry briildy)-; but foon. after flackehed. Theii baftit- 
rie^ifroiiri that time remained filent towards the fcay tkl>ugh /^ 
they continued to fire brifldy. on the land fide. -. 

i:fil''thas caixnonade the fnips expended a Gonfiderahte i 
qvAfltity of ammunition ; but the admiral finding it ^M 
nor anfwer his end, Gordered captain Lifbatohaul oflTintli* '. 
night out of gun^ihoty and remain in a line as before, ixL* 
ordefto be ready to warp in again. This,, tbo^ he attempted 
M efied, the windhaving come in from the fea in the wgiit 
ptf evented his getting out far enough ; and the enenv be^Kk^ 
tti^dannonade and bombard the fhips in the moinimg^fitit. 
without doing much damage, except killknf.one tRfui.011 
b^rd the Vigilant, together with captain Adams, jof the* 
Harwich, whofe thi^ was carried away by a canao'n baU^. 
and whofe death was much regretted, hebeingabraive^aiid* 
exceltent officer. 

' The afTailant's batteries continued firing, : and beat 
down great part of the defence where the attack was 
ftitended; but >as they could not carry on appioaches^ 
in confequence of the inundation before-rmentioned, and 
the admiral had not men fuflicient to begin a new. attack j^ 
or carry on the fiege, he could only endtfavoiir to make 
a breacn in thecurtainat the diflance he then was.- This 
was alfo found impradicable, the enemy having opened a 
maflced battery of fix guns in the very curtain wdiere the 
btfiegers were then attempting to make a breach, and were 
eonftniding another in the curtain adjoining, fo that theif 
ftre became ihoch fuperior to that of the aflailants, nine 
of whofe guns were difabled. The admiial hereupoa 

CfJkd 
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called a council ofiirar on the 30th of September, in whiili 
the ibite of affairs being taken iiko confideration, and it 
appearing that tiie ilrength of the army ^as reduced above 
feven hundred men fmce taking the fiekl, that it was hourly 
leflening by ficknefs occafioned by fatigue; that the 
ihips of war could be of no fervice againft the enemy's 
TTorksy having cannonaded a whole day -without apparent 
effed; that the monfoon, and rainy feafon Were daily ese- - 
peAed, which would not only oblige tl»m ito raife the 
liege with thelofsof the artillery, and '{^ores, but in all 
probability render the rivers impaflable, deftroy the roadi, 
and cut off the retreat of the army to fort St. David, to 
Jay nothing of the rifle of the (hips being driven off the 
coafts; it was therefore unanimoully refolv>ed4 after re-em- 
barking the ftores and cannon, to raife the fiege. 

From, the ift of Oftober to the 4tb t& befiegers 
were employed in getting off the cannon and ftores frotii 
the (hore. On the 5th the failors fet fire to the batteries 
and reimbarked. On the 6th in the morning the army 
begaa to march for fort St. David ; and having demolifbed 
the fort of Aria Coupan in their way, arrived the next 
evening at fort St. David. 

Several little rivers which the army had to pafs on the 
kft day were fo fwetled, and the roads fo full of walelr, 
OQcafioned by the heavy rain that tell the night before, that 
h beoame evident the troops had moved but juft in time^ 
for another equally heavy fall would have rendered them 
'imjnflable in many places. 

The ^arrifon of Pondicherry, by the beft accounts 

'the admiral could procure, confided of eighteen hundred 

or two thoufand Europeans, and nearly three thoufand 

blacks. His whole ftrength, when he marched from fortr 

St. David, ^exclufive of one hundred and twenty Dutch^ 

lent from tneir f^kments, and two thoufand blacks) 

-confifted of 0690 European troops, one hyndred 

and forty-eight artillery people, v^ith one thoufan^ and 

iiiilety*feven feamcn; out of which were loft, during the 

ii«ge, feven hundred and (ifty-feven foldiers, forty-^thre^. 

artillery men, and two hundred and fixty-five feamen. 

. As to the blaoksv though they were fo numerous, they 

•were of no, other ufe than to lay on the (kirts of the camp^ 

to prevent its being furprized or harraflfed by the blacks of 

X at the 
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the enemy, for they never would maintain any poft thef 
Were put in, without Europeans being contifiuallv lent to- 
fupport themr The enemy are faid to have loft five hun^ 
dred Europeans in the courfe of the flege. 

The foregoing account is taken principally from that 
ofEcially publiihed; and differs not very materiallvy but is 
much to be preferred^ as being more particular and minute 
than that given by Collins^ from the information of his fon. 
That gentleman adds however a very jmft though ihort 
encomium on \he admiral's condud. ** He vcondudled 
his retreat fo ably that the enemy never ventured to moleft 
him^ and through the whole of this unfuccefsfiil expedt^ 
tion, (hewed himfelf as able a general, or land officer, as 
he before had done in his own proper line of fepvice; for 
no commander whatever could have done more than hiti»- 
felf with the fmall and inconfiderable force he had under 
his orders." 

Intelligence was received in the £a{l Indies (bon after 
the above event, that peace was concluded at Aix la 
Chapelle ; but circumftances rendered the continuance of 
the admiral in that part of the world neceflfary for feme time .^ 
This, as it happened, was rather an unfortunate circun»- 
ftance, for a violent dorm arifing on the ijth of April 
^1749, the Namur, of feventy- four guns, which was the 
admiral's flag fhip, together with the Pembroke, and Apollo 
hofpital-fliip, as well as the greater part of their creMrs, 
were unhappily loft oa the following day. The Niamu» 
was at anchor in the road of fort St. I>avki when thegak 
commenced, and pulr to fea, after having {hipped a confi- 
derable quantitv of water, at feven in the evening of tbe 
13th. The admiral himfelf was providentially on (hofQ,. 
^nd about feventy of the crew were fick in the hoipitsT* 
,The (hip, unable to contend with fo tremendous an hurri- 
cane, foundered in nine fathom water. Captain IVfar* 
fhall who commanded her, togethei with Mr. Gilchrift the 
third lieutenant,, the captain of marines, the furgeoi^ 
purfer, chaplain, boatfwain, and about forty private fear 
,lnen, being all that were faved out of nearly fix huodjed. 

Fort St. George being delivered up, and taken pot^ 
feffion of by the admiral, every other ftipulation on the 
|>art of the enemy being alfo complied with^ according to 
the articles of peace^ Mr. Boilawen failed from foft &r. 

Daiid** 
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David's on the r 9th of Oft, 1749, and came to an anchor at 
St. Helenas on the 14th of April following, without meeting 
with any accident more unfortunate than that of having ' 
parted company, in a gale of wind, two or three days before 
his arrival with fome of the (hips of his fquadron, which^ 
neverthelefs, came in very fafe in a few days afterwards. 
Notwiihftanding he found on his return his native country 
in a ftate of what might be called profound peace, he did 
not pafs into that retired way of life which is generally 
embraced by the braveft and beft of men-, after the labo- 
rious fatigues of public fervice in the particular line of 
their profeflion ; he had reprefented the borough of TrurO 
in parliament ever fince the month of June 1741 *, and 
regularly attended, after his return, in difcharge of 
that truft. His well-known abilities in the line of his 
profeflion were too attradlive not to excite the attention 
of minifters, and caufe an earneft deiire of having a man 
for their colleague who was capable of advifing, and, in- 
deed, direding, all particulars relative to the naval branch 
of admin iilration : he was accordingly, on tht 22d of • 
June 1751, appointed .one of the commiflioners for exe- 
cuting the office of lord high admiral, a (lation he conti- 
nued to hold during life.. He was about the fame time 
cieSed one of the elder brethren of the trinity-houfe. 

On the 4th of February 1755, he was advanced to be 
vice-admiral of the blue. Intelligence was foon after- 
wards received that, ncitwithftanding the profeffions of 
friendfliip with which the French miniftry endeavoured to 
amnfe the court of London, they had encouraged and even 
commanded their officers in America to commit the moft 
flagrant afts of hoftility, as alfo that they were then aftually 
employed in equipping a formidable naval force in their 
different ports. 1 his fleet was to be commanded by monf^ 
Bois de la Motte, and was intended to confift of twenty* 
five (hips of the line t, bofides a number of frigates, having 
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♦ In the tenth parliament of Great Britain, which firft fat for dif* [ 
patch of bufiners on the iftth of November 1747. He was returned 
for the borough of Saltafli, at well-afTroro; but made hisele£Uon for 
the latter place, which he continued to reprefent till the time of hit - 
death. 

' f But nine of the largeft (hips returned back to Breft iwder Mr* 
Macnamara, after bavii^ Ken their colleagnct to what was deemed a 
fafe latitude. - 

>*'■ X3 vnoer 
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under their convoy a fleet of tranfports, on board which 
as well as the Ihips of war, a land force^ powerful enough 
to deferve the name of an army, was embarked, with ^ 
fiifEcient train of artillery, (lores, and camp equipage, 
equal to the profeciition of an ofFenfive campaign. This 
armament was defined as well to fupport the ambitious 
views of France, as to enable her by reinforcing her own 
garrifons in fo great a degree, to preclude all danger 
of a retaliated attack. 

Mr. Bofcawen was chofen as the propereft perfon to 
watch the motions of fo enterprifing, and deceitful an 
enemy. He accordingly failed from Plymouth on the 27th 
of April, with eleven mips of the line and a frigate, having 
two regiments of foldiers on board, under orders to cruife 
oflF the banks of Newfoundland, in hopes of being able to 
intercept the French fquadron*, in its attempt to enter 
the river St. Lawrence. The fogs which fo frequently pre- 
vail on that coail, more efpecially at the feafon of the year al«- 
luded to, prevented the two fquadrons from difcoveringeach 
other: and the French commandant, probably awarcf that 
he was purfued, divided his force into two parts; one 
divifion made for the river St. Lawrence by the ordinary 
route^ while the other went round, and entered the fame 
river by palCng through the (Ireights of Belleifle, a courfe 
never before atteinptcd by (hips of the line. Mr. Bofcawen 
lay with his fleet off Cape Ray or Wrath t, the mpft foutbern 

Joint of Newfoundland, which was deemed the propereft 
ation for intercepting the enemy. They however efteded 
their efcape, two ihips only of the fquadron excepted:; thefe 
were the Alcide and Lys, the former of (ixty-four guns^ 
and four hundred and eighty men, the latter,, armed m~ 
Jlatff being pierced for fixty-four guna as well as her com* 
panion, but mounting, when taktn, only twenty*two, flie 
bein^ then ufed as a temporary tranfport, and having on 
boara eight companies or foldiers. 

Thefe (hips had feparated from their companions on 
the 9th of Juneji in a fog; and fell in, the next day, with 

* He wat in(lru£ied to treat the French as an enemy, and attack 
them wherever he net there* On intelligence being received 
that the French armament had a£lually failed, and in the force above-. 
Ibted, re«r-adroiral Holboume was ordered out to foUow him with • 
reinibrceinent of fix fiiipi of the line and • frigate* 

f As it h frequently callied. . 

^- - the 
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the Oimlcirk and Defiance, both of them fixty-gim fliips. 
The enemy made a very brave and rcfolute defence, not 
furrendering till after a conteft of nearly five hour's conti- 
nOance, Several ofRcers of diftindion were made pri- 
fdners in the Lys; and her capture v^as rendered ttill fXior« 
valuable from the circumftance of. her having on board 
fpecie to (he amount of 8d,oooL fterling. , A circ^im- 
ftattce relative to the life of Mr: Bofcawen attended the 
capture of thefe veflels, which is too fingiilar to be omitted* 
M^^fieur Hocquart, commander of the Alcide, became, for 
a third time, his prifoner, he having taken that gentleman, 
firil when captain of tlte Medea, in the year 1744% he 
hinifelf, as already dated, commanding the Dreadnought ; 
aftd, fecondly, in the year 1747, when captnin of the 
Diamond, that fhip having (huck tor the Namure. Mr* 
Bo(cawen returned immediately to England with his 
prites, and -fifteen hundred prifoners. 

In 1756 he was advanced to-be vice-admiral of the 
white, as he was not lone afterwards to the fame tank 
in the red fquadron, but did not aqcept of any command 
till the beginning of the year 17^8 ; when having been, on 
the 8th of February, deda^ed admiral of the blbe^ hel was 
arifo appointed comfnander-in-cinef of the fleet equipped 
tocover thedefcent at^ and fiege of Louiflxirg. The nu^- 
nitude and confequence of the expedhion will be beft ex* 
•pl|in^ by ftsaing the force of this formidahte lU-ma- 
monl ; it c^nfifl^d of the foHowiog fliij^s. 
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iSliips. CmR.nmndefli. ' Gmi. 

NaVhui*— Hoh. EH. BofcAWtti^ capt. BucHc - §e> 

Royal WHliim— Sir G/Hattlv, capt. EVans ^ 84- 

Princfefs AtnelHt-rpHfl. DtirtjH,tfq. Oijt.Bny 9^' 

Inv}ndbIet-r-Cjipt." Be'nticV ' > ' - .74 

TeiVible-Co^lins v . ^ — j ' / . • ^4. 

f. '. M , > ■ ; .. ' . J- ■. ' » i ; » • . ■ ■■ 
■ . . .. ■■ " ■ n . ; . .,■■— I ■ !■ If! i n ■ J . ^1, m<^ 



\*' It If wtnthy of remartt ttat 4lie *Mtdtft Was vbe'.firft kingf» Ikip 
tajieo 19 that war. ■ ■■;i . > ■ ,. 

.1 >:Tiie InylncLb|e, yfhich Wai oae^oC tbefineft ifaipsja the fi^t, 
]nj{(ea ftiys In turning out, ahd linfoI1unalj|^ly. runnipg on a ftio^l Was 
loft. She Wa« replaced by \he . DubliiK,:a Hhip <ff ttit feftn^ i^te ^d 
fbnce, comniiinded by efiptain, afc etWardt !x)«tl RbAuiyi \^WWMdif- 
patched for that purpofe. 'j :i, ; ,,i^j jii.v* 

jX 4 Northum- 
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Ships. Commanders. Giinsi 
Northumberland — Rt. hon. lord Coltil - 70 

Vanguard — Swaiilon - - . - jo 

Orford — Spry - - -70 

■ Burford — Gambier - - 70 

Somerfct — Hughes - - 70 

Lancafter — Hon. G. Edgccumbe - 70 

Devonfliire — Gordon - - 66 

Bed ford -^ Fow ke - ' - 64 

Captain-^Amherfl - - 64 

Prince Frederic — Man - - - 64 

Penibrokc-r-Simcoe - • 60 

Kingftone— rParry - - 60 

York — Pi got - t 60 

Prince of Orange — Fcrgiifon t -.60 

Defiance — Baird - - - 60 

Nottingham — Marfhall - • 60 

Centurion — Mantel! t - r 54 

Sutherland — Rous " r $9 

Frigates, 

JunOy Diana, Boreas, Trent, Gramont, Shannon, Hindi 
PortMahon, Nightingale, Kenningtun, Squirrel, Beaver, 
Hunter, Scarborough, Hawke, iEtna> Lightning, Tyloe. 

When the admiral arriv^ at Halifax he was there 
joined by general Amherft and the army. The neceflary 
arrangements being made, the fleet failed from thence on 
the 28th of May. Including the tiar^fports, vrith the 
Ihips of war, it amounted to one hundred and fifty-f^veD 
(ail ; the army which it conveyed confided of upward of 
twelve thoufand nien, elevep thoufand nine hund;:c(f and 
thirty-fix infantry, officers included, and three hundred 
and twenty-four of the artillery.' Qn the 2d of J.une the 
fleet anchored in the bay of Gabanis, about (even niites to 
the wefhvard of Louifburgyand the fiege was prefled withi 
fo much vigour, that, on the 26th of July, the chevalier 
Drucour, who commanded in the fort re fs, propofed to 
furrender. ITietcrnisdf capitulation were, without much 
^ifiiculty, fettled with the Britifh commanders-in-chief; 
and the garrifon, conGfting of nefir fix thoufand men, be- 
came prifoners of war. 

It 
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It is needlefs, and, indeed, extraneous, to enter into a 
detail of the feveral circumftances attending this iiege, as 
Mr. Bofcawen could, from the very nature of his fitna- 
tion, be only generally concerned in them* : but his dili- 
gence and attention, which were the mod ufeful qualities 
be could difplay on fuch an occafion, were fo confpicuous, 
that the houfe of commons came, on the 6th of December 
1758, to an unanimous refolution, that the thanks of the 
houfe fliould be given to him. Accordingly, Mr, Onflow, 
the Speaker, a^dreifed him in the following terms : 
J *' Admiral Bofcawen, the houfe have unanimoufly re» 
folved, that their thanks fhould be given to you for the 
fervices you have done to the king and country in North 
America ; and as it is my duty to convey their thanks to 
you, I wifli I could dp it in a manner fuitable to (he 
occafion, and as they ought to be given to you, now 
flanding in your place, as a member of this houfe — but 
were I able to enumerate, and fet forth in the bed manner 
the great, and extenfive advantages accruing to this nation 
from the conqueft of Louifburg, with the iflands of Cape 
Breton and St. John's, I could only exhibit a repetition 
of what has already been, and is the genuine, and uniform 
fenfe, and language of every part of the kingdom : their 
joy too has been equal to their fentiments upon this inte- 
refting event ; and in their fentiments, and joy they have 
carried their gratitude alfo to you, fir, as a principal in- 
ftrument in thefe mod important acquifitions : you are 
now, therefore^ receiving the acknowledgments of the 
people, only in a more iolemn way, by the voice, the 
general voice, of their reprefentatives in parliament: the 
moil honourable fame that any man can arrive at in. this or 



* Hayipg detached fome (hips, with a fumcient hody of troops 
oilder the command of Andrew lord Rollo, to take pofTcflion of the. 
ifland of St. John, and left a fqoadron fufiicient for the defence and 
protedion ot Nova Scotia, the admiral, (together with fir Charles 
Hardy, his vice-admiral, returned to England, having with them only 
four Ihips of the line, including thofe they were tbemfclves on board 
of. Thus wcrcthcy fituated, when, at the latter end of 06U>ber, fome 
leagues to the weftward of Scilly, they fell in with fix large French (hips 
of the line : bui the enemy declined an a£hon ; and their (hips being 
fir better failers than his, Mr. Bofcawen was not able to oyeruke and 
ffit^e t^ei9 to line. 

any 
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anv other coiintrv. It is on theTe occanon* a natioiKi! ho^ 
nour from a free people, ever cautioufly conferred, in order 
to be the more eAcemed, and be the greater leward^ a 
reward which ought to be refeT\-ed for the moft (igml 
fervices to the Oate, as well as for the moA approved merit 
in them, fuch as this houfe has ufiially, and very lately, 
made their obje£^ of public thanks. I'he ufe I am per* 
fuaded you will make of this juft teftimony, and high 
reward, of your fer\ices and merit, will be thie preTenring 
in your own mind a lading impreflion of what the com- 
mons of Great Britain are now tendering lo yov, and in & 
conftant continuance of the zeal, and ardour for the ^k»rj 
of your king and country, which ha^'e made you to deienrfc 
it. In obedience to the commands of the houfe, I do, with 
great pleafure tomyfelf, give you the thanks of the hoofe, 
tor the fervices you have dune to your king and countfyy 
in North America." 

To which admiral Bofcawen, with his ufual modeftjp 
made the following reply. 

'' Mr. Speaker, I am happy in having been- aUe to do 
my duty, but have not words to exprefs my fenfe of the 
di(tingui(hing reward that has been conferred upon m6 by 
this houfe ; nor can I enough thank you, fir, for the po- 
lite and el^ant manner in which you ha\'e been plealcd to 
convey to me the rcfolution.*' 

Mr. Bofcawcn having, by his conduct and fuccefs on 
the foregoing occafion, completely ellabliflied that repo- 
tation which he had before fo defervedly acquired, and 
convinced the world that his judgement was as Mid, 
as well adapted to cool deliberation, as his abilities in the 
heat of adion were dazzling and fplendid, he was, by his 
majefty's command, fworn a member of the privy council 
on the 2d of February 1 759, and took his feat at the board. 
He was immediately afterwards in veiled with the com- 
mand of a fquadron, confiding of fourteen ihips of the 
line and two frigates, ordered for the Meditenraneaa. 
He failed from St. Helen's "on the I4.th of April, and 
immediattly after his arrival on his ftation repaired to 
Toulon, off which port he cruifed for fome days, inliopes 
of provoking Mr. de la Clue, who lay there with a fqua- 
dron confiding of twelve large ihips, and three ft igates, to 
come out and engage him. The deilrudion of this fleet 
was the principal objed which caufed the equipment of that 

Mr. 
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IWr. Bbfcawen commanded. It wa;B a point of the 
moft fcriouF, and confequential national concern, Mr. de 
la Clue, being under orders to repair to Breft, and put 
himfelf under the command of the marquis de Conflans, 
whofe operations were extremely difconcertcd by the 
demolition of this formidable reinforcement. 

Mr. Bofcawen finding that no infult he had hitherto 
offeredy proved fufBcient to roufe or provoke the chef 
d*efcadre to hazard an adion, refolved to try his temper 
and patience ftill farther, by fending the Culloden, Con- 
queror and Jerfey, clofe into the harbour's mouth, to 
attempt the deftru6lion of vno French fhips which lay 
there. Captain Smith CallPs, an ofEcer who in the for* 
Oier war had fignalized himfelf extremely in an enterprife 
nearly fimilar, had the command; and though unfuccefs- 
ful in this his fecond attempt, yet the very fpirited manner 
in which the attack was made, could not but imprefs the 
enemy with the moft awful refpeft, as weU towards the 
admiral himfelf, who had the boldnefs to iflTue the orders, 
as towards the officers who immediately attempted to exe- 
cute them. The fire of feveral very heavy malked bat- 
teries, which were not known to tne aifailants till they 
felt the weiriit of their (hot, compelled the Britifli detach- 
ment to delift, after having in the moft fpirited manner 
perfevered in the attack for upwards of three hours. They 
attempted with equal gallantry to deftroy two forts which 
defended the entrance, and cannonaded them for a confi** 
derable time with the greateft vivacity; but finding at 
length the great fuperiority of the enemy rendered all 
attempts ineflfedual, the feveral commanders were relud- 
antlv obliged to abandon an enterprize, in which they 
could not be faid to have gained any thing but honour. 

The (hips being, though not without fome difficulty, 
towed off from the very center of the enemy's fire, it be* 
came necel&ry for the admiral to repair to Gibraltar for 
the purpofe not only of refitting thofe (hips which had on 
the above occafion fuftained damage, but recruiting the 
water and perform ingotherneceflary fervices required by the 
fquadroninfi;eneral. This was not perfeQly completed when 
, Mr. de Ja Clue, taking advantage of the abfcnce of the 
British fquadron, put to fea in hopes of ^being able to elude 
Mr. Bofcawen*s vigilance, whom he knew, by good infor- 
mation, was bufily employed in the nece(rary duties juft 
2 ftated. 
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ftated. The extreme vigilance and care of the admiral' 
rendered this attempt abortive, nearly half of the 
French fquadron was captured or dellroyed*, and the 

founcia- 



* or this memorable dircomfiture the admiral gave the following 
accoant. 

*** I acqaaintrd you in my laft of my return to Gibraltar to refit* 
As Coon as ihc ihips were near ready, I ordered the Lyme and Gi- 
Kralrar (the only frigates ready) the firft to cruife off Malaga, the 
lad from bftcpona to Ceuta point, to look out, and give me timtly no- 
tice of the enemy's approach* 

*•* On the 27th, at eight in the evening, the Gibraltar made the 
§gnal of their appearance, fourteen fail on the Barbary (bore, to the 
cafiward of Ceuta. I got under fail as fail as poflible, and was out oB 
the bay before ten, with fourteen fail of the line, ihe Shannon frigate 
2nd i£tna {ircfhip. At day-light I ifaw thf Gibraltar,, and foon after^ 
leven large ihips lying to y. but on ou^r not anfwering their fignals thejr 
Btade fail from us. We had a frcfli gale that brought us up with them 
lad till about noen,when it fell little wind. About half an hourpaft 



two fonve of the headmoft fhips began to engage, but I could not get 
vp to the Ocean till near (pur. In about half an hour the Namur*! 
fftizen-maQ, and both top-lail-yards were fhot away. The enemy then 
made all the fail they could. I fhiftcd my flag to -the Newark j, and 
lbo» after the Centaur, of feventy- four guns, lifruck. 

*^ I purfttcd all night, and in the morning of the 19th fawontyfbnr 
fiul Itanding in for the land (two of the bed failers having altered their 
courfe in the night) we were not above three miles froip them, and 
not above five leagues from the (hore, with very little wind. About 
Bine the Ocean lan among the breakers, ^nd the three others anchored^ 
1 lent the Intrepid and America to dedroy the Ocean. Captain' 
Praiten having aiKrhored, coukl not get in, but captain Kirke performed 
that fervice alone. On his fird Hring at the Ocean, (he flruck, and 
Captain Kirke fent his officers on board. M. de la Clue bavins one 
leg broke, and the other wounded, had been landed about half aa 
koar; but they found the captain, M. le compte de Carne, and feverat 
officers and men on board. Captain Kirke, after taking them oat, 
finding it impoflible to bring the (Lip off, fet her on fire. Captain 
Bentley, of the Warfpight, wa^ ordered a^ioft the Temeraire, 0$ 
feventy-four guns, and brought her off with httle damage, the ofificera, 
and men all on board. At the fame time vice-admiral Broderick^ 
with hisdivifion, burnt the Redoubtable, her officers and men haviiig 
quilted her, being bulged ; they brought the Modefte, of fixty-four 
guns, off, very little damaged. 

'' I have the pleafure to acquaint their lordfbips, that Inoft of hit 
ritajefty'S' fhips under my command failed better than thofe of the 
enemy. 

'^ Inelofed I fend you a liH of the French fquadron found on board 
the Modede* 

'* Herewitir 
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foUfldatioR- laid for the total Aibverfion of the vifionaiy 
fchemes, formed by the French courts for the attack of this 
Britifh dominions in their mod vital part. 



'* Herewith yom will alfo receive the number •f the killed »ol 
wounded on board bii majelly's ihips, refierring their Jordihips for £w* 
fher particubrs to captain Buckle.*' 

Lift of the French (qiiadroo under the (ommand of ImI. de la Clue. 

' L'Ocean, %o guns, M. de la Chie ; Le Redoububle, 74 ^ws, 
i/L, de St. Agnan, burnt ; Le Centaur, 74 guns, Sabran Gramiiiont, 
<aken; Le Soyveraine, 74 Guns, Panat; Le Guerrier, 74 guns^ 
Rophemore, eltaped ; LeTemeraire, 74 guns, Caftillon I'Arne, faKcn; 
Le Fantalque, 64 gons, CaOillon Cadet, loft company ; Le Modefte, 
64 guas, Da lac Monvert, taken f Le Ltoiy 64 guns, Colbert Turgis; 
Le Triton, 60 gum, Venel i Lc Ficr, ^ ^ns, Marquifan ; LOri. 
fiamme, 50 guns, Dabon, Soft company coming through the Streights ^ 
La Chi mere, s6 guns, Sauchet; La Minerva, 24 guns; Le Chev. 
d'Opede ; La Gracieufe, 24 guns. La Chev. de Fabry, loft companr 
coming through the Stieights. 

Ah abflra£l of the number of men killed and wounded on board hw 
aiajefty's following ihips under my command, the 17th of Aug. 17^91. 



Ships. 

Namur ' 

PriLce 

Cullodeo ' 

Warfpig^ 

Swiftmre 

Newark 

Imiepifl 

Conqueror' 

St. Alban*s 



Killed. Wounded. 



*3 
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4 


^S 


1 


40 


6 


3« 


— 


a 


6 . 


10 


2* 


6 


6 


9 



Ships. Killed. Wounded. 

America - 3 t6 

Edgar, in charjze of the prize fhiji 

Centaur^ lotT company ' ' 
JcrCcy . — — 

Portland • 6 is 

Gurnfey • .» ]^ 

56 i^d 



<i 



Edward Bosca'wen.'» 



The tranflator of the Treatife on Evolutions and Navaf Tadics, 
written in French by monGcur De Morigues, makes the followiag 
rinn^-k on the above afiion. 

" We might have been able to have illuftratcd the above method 
by an opportunity that olTcred to our fleet of putting it in pra6iice laft 
war, ^ we were aoubk the number of ihips to th£ French ;, which, by 
fomc ill judged icparatioo the night before, was reduced only to fcvea 
fail the next day,, when we engaged them, after a long chace offLago^ 
in the monili of Aujguft 1759. Hac^ we divided our fhips (about 
fourteen iit number) into three fma^l divifions, the better to furround 
the enemy, we fliould, in all probability, have prevented any of tbe^ 
from eicaping, or running a more atlaO, as they did on the coaft of 
Portugal, or rather, had our headmoft (hips refblutely continued on 
their courfe, and not flopped from executing what was impatiently ex- 
pe£)ed from them by the admiral, that of bringing to the headmoft of 
the enemy, wbilft the reft of the fleet was coming up with all the f*hl 
tliey could crowd, wc ftiould have equally fucceedcd*". 

Tlii* 
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This important vidory was rendered more grateful hf 
the refledion, that it was obtained with a lofs, compara-* 
tively fpeaking, trivial ; when, on the other hand, th€ 
French chef d'efcadre, in his letter to the ambafiador at 
Lifbon, acknowledged, that one hundred men were killed 
on board his own fbip only, and feventy dangerouOt 
wounded. The objedl of the expedition being accom* 
plifhcd, in tne glorious manner already related, Mr. BoiT- 
cawen'is continuance in the Mediterranean ¥ras rendered 
unneceffary ; he therefore returned to England, and aiv- 
rived at Spithead on the id of September, with that part of 
his fquadron he thought neceifary to bjing back>. together 
with two of his prizes, the Modefte and lemeraire, which 
he had taken. Two days afterwards he waited cw his 
majefty at St. James's, and, it is almoft needlefs to add, 
was mod gracioufly received. He had not long reached 
England when the Dutch thought proper to comptain of 
his having caufed fome of their ihips to be fearchm} which 
were fufpeded to be laden with warlike ftores^. but the 
admiral repelled the moft didant idea of any Jmproprtet]r 
in his conduS on the above occafion, by writing the fol* 
lowing letter to the fecretary of the admiralty, giving a 
fuccinft account of the whole tranfaftion ; and we have 
infcrted it not only in juftice to the admiral himfelf, but 
to (hew how treacheroufly and infolently feveral of thof^^ 
who in time of war are called neutral powers, have con- 
duced themfelves towards Britain. 



« Sir, 



" In anfwer to your's of the 4th inftant, concerning a 
memorial of Meflrs. Hopp, Boreel, and Meerman, com- 

J>1aining that I caufed fome Dutch merchantmen to he 
earched near Cape Palos, who were under convoy of the 
Prince William man of war, captain Betting; and farthet 
aliedging, that, notwithftanding the reprefentations of thi$ 
captain, I detained fome of them, I muft obferve, that, 
having certain advice that the Dutch and Swedes carried 
cannon, powder, and other warlike ftores to the enem^y, I 
gave particular orders to th^ captains of all the (hips under 
my command, carefully to examine all (ht veflcls of thofc 
nations bound to the ports of France. On the day men- 
tioned in the memorial, being near Cape Palos, I made the 
fignal ibr tlie Warfpight, Swiftfure, America, and Jerfey 

ta 



A\. 
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to int(}sc^ A>P^ ^£fels then in fight) ami which, on their 
^l^oach, \ffffe fout^d to bf (bme Dutch (hip$i undei: 
coidvoy Qf' jthc} Prinqe William, bound to different ports 
in,; the. M^ditpiran^n, panicula^'iy two to Marfeilles 
;vfi4;tW9t9 Toulon* They were as ftriSly fearched as 
Qould be dptif 9t: jea,^in ti^e fpace of an hour i but as no 
gfff||)XVW(^.£(H)a4 for detaining them, they wex« fuffered 
tp^])iVCfted jpn ihf ir vQyage ; and the capuins iflUred me 
t|)at]^jev^ ihip^paQed with ^eat civility and £ood order. 
l|WW i?e(ceiycjd any complaint on this fubjeft from Cap- 
tfifp Jgpl^g, nor indeed had he an opportunity to make 
nie 'ahy > .3sJl^<;Qiitiavied.hi& courfe to the Mediterranean^ 
ap^ I fte<?J:^ for Gilj^^tax, from whence I came foon after 
ioij^agland, All'ItAat^ell known that the Dutch (ner^ 
chants afflfl-lbe rlsMig's ^enemies with warlike ftores^ I 
ff»ink i^did'nc^ more tmnmy duty in fearching the veffelsf 

^opnatothoftppftij.;' 

. *V I Woulq kaye ^nfwdlred your letter fooner, but I was 
willing tQiinforsa myfeif firft^ from the captains who ana 
now in Eng^nd, whcthei^ anything had happened on oc-; 
eafron of thfyfearch, which they had omitted to mention 
in their report to me. . 

" E; BoscAWEN." 

As a proper reward for thofe eminent fervices which we 
have juft recordtd, he was, on the 9th of December fol- 
lowing, declared geneial of marines^ with a falary of 3000I. 
a year. .Th«'9iagifira^es.iof Edinburgh about the fame 
time wiftiing tofhew the high fcnfe they, in common with 
the reft of the^^p^le, entertained of his great merit and 
deferts, prefented him with' the freedom of their city. 
In the month of January he was again inverted with % 
command, and wled for Quiberon Bay, with a fmalt 
fquadron, to watch the fhattered remains of Confians's 
fleet, which had, in the month of November preceding, 
been defeated by lord Hawke. He was not, however, 
long able to keep bis flation, being driven back to Spit-- 
head^ by tempeftuous weather, before the end of the 
month. £^er to return to that fpot where his fpirit and 
abilities were likely to be fervrceable to his country, he put 
to fea a fecond time, on the 6lh of February; but being 
again unfortunate enough to meet with continued and 

violent 
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violent gales of wind, blearing contrary to his courfe, he 
-was obliged, on the I5thy to put into Plymouth, fevcral of 
the ihips belonging to his fquadron being very much fliat^- 
tered) and the Ramillies^^of ninety guns loft. During the* 
enfuing fummer he commanded alternately with fir Edw4 
Hawke, the fquadron ftationed in QiiiberOn Bay for the 
pnrpofe already mentioned ; added to theferviceof dMbeffing 
the commerce of the enemy, we cannot do his condtidf 
while thus employed, greater juftice than by defcribiM;^ it- 
tn the very words* made ufe of by Collins. He hctngi 

■' unhtppiTf 



I M ' 



* Having no obje£l to exert his military talents, ht (hewed his be« 
sevolencc to mankind by poflefEng himfelf of a finall ifland near thef 
river Vanaes, cultivating and jplantiog it with Vegftiblet for the 
ufe of the men afflided with korbutic difordert| arifii^ from fait 
provifions, Tea air, and want of proper cxcrcife. That was the lall 
public fervlce done by this brave officer, who, if he had an equal, hacf 
no fupcrior, for hc^ was cut off by a bilious fever oo Janovry lo, 1761 . 
He lies interred in the parifli church of St. Michael, a( Penkevel, iar 
Cornwall, where a monument of exquiGtc workmanihip, defisned h^ 
Mr. Adam, and executed by Mr. Ryfitrack, flands crc^cd t% hi^ 
memory^ with the following infcripuon. 

Here lies the right honoKiratbltf 

Edward Boscawen, 

Admiral of the blue, general of marines^ 

Lord of the admiralty, and one of hia 

Majefiy*s mod honourable privy counciL 

His birtKi ^though noble. 

His titles, though illufirious, 

Were but incidental adrntions to his greatneia. 

Hiftory 

' In more exprefllble and more indelible 

CharaflerSy 

Will inform latell pofterity. 

With what ardent zeal, 

With what fuccefsful valour, 

He ferved his country. 

And taught her enemies 

To dread ner naval power. 

In command 

He was equal to every emergency, 

Superior to every diiHcuIty. 

la his high departments, maflerly and uprighC* 

His example formed, while 

His patronage rewarded| 

Merit. 

With 



» 
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|]nhaj[>pil]f for his counttyy fnatched foon afterwards by a 
premature death> from difplaying thofe virtues and qua1i« 
ties which were both its ornament and defence. We hav« 
nothing fj^rther to add to our too feeble account of this brave 
and truly worthy charader, except that, in the month of 
December 1742, he married Frances, daughter of Wil- 
liam Evelyn Glanville, of St. Clere, in the county of Kent, 
by whom he left three fons and two daughters, Edward 
Hugh, bom on September 13, 1744, died, unmarried, at 
Spa, in Germany, July 17, 1774; William Glanville, 
born on Augutt 11, 1751, but was unfortunately drowned; 
when bathing in a pond, at Jamaica, A.D. 1769; Georgtf 



"»-• 



Wjth the higheft exertions of military greatnef) 

He uoited the gcndcQ ofBces of humanity. ,* 

His concern for the inteicft, and unwearied 

Attention to the health, of all under « 

His command, 

Softened the ncceflary cxaQions of duty, ^ 

And the rigoors of difcipline, •'*' 

By the care of a guardian, and the tenderneft " I 

Of a father. 

Thus beloved and revered, v 

Amiable in orivatc life, as illuflrious in publick, 

This gallant and profitable fervant ot his 

Country, 

When he was beginning to reap the faarveft 

Of his toils and dangers, 

In the full meridian of years and glory. 

After having been providentially prcferved 

Through every peri! incident to his profeffion, 

Died of a fever. 

On the 10th of January, in the year 1761, 

The 50th of his age, 

At Hatchland's-parky in Surry, 

A feat he bad juft finiflied (at the expence 

Of the enemies of his country) 

And amidft the groans and tears 

Of his beloved Corniihmen, wu 

Here dcpofited. 

His onee happy wife mfcribes this marblei 

An unequal teftimony of his worth, 

And of her affedion. 

The admiral wu remarkable for an extraordinary inclinatSon of the 
head on one fide ; an habit he is Paid to have contraded when a youtb^ 
by mimicking an old fervant in the family, and which he could never 
Afterwards diveft himfelf of. 

Vol. IV, Y Evelyn, 
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Evelyn, n#w lord vifc. Falmouth, born oh May 6, 1758; 
Frances, born on March 7, 1746, and married July 5, 
X773, to the hon. John Levefon Gowcr, brother to th^ 
prcfent carl Gower, and then a captain in the royal navy; 
mnd Elizabeth, born on May 28, 17471 married January 2, 
1766, to Henry Somcrfet, the prefent duke of Beaufort. 

DENNISON, Charles,— was, on the 26th of April 
1737, promoted to the command of the Orford, or, as 
other accounts fay erroneouily, the Seaford. No other 
mention is made of him till 1740, when he was captain 
of the Ruflel, of eighty guns. At the latter end 01 that 
jHsar he was appointed to the Augufta, a fourth rate of 
fixty guns, on the Ruflel being taken by fir Chaloner 
to be his flag fliip, and ordered for the Well Indies under 
that admirah The Augufta, on her arrival in the Weft 
Indies, was ftationcd as the third in Mr*^ Vernon 'S 
divifion, and accordingly put to fea with that gentleman 
from Port Royal, on the 2.6th of January 1741. The 
wind dying aWay the whole fquadron was obliged to come 
to an anchor in the ftream^ and the Augu(bi fdl fo far to 
leeward as to trail on a ftioal which lay aftern of her, when 
flie anchored. She beat off her tudder, and ftruck fo hard 
as to render her fo extremely leaky^ that (he was obliged 
to be ordered back into port to rent. Mr. Dennifon was, 
confequently, not jprcfent at the expedition ^ainft Car- 
thagena. The Augufta had, indeed, fuftaiped fo much 
injury by the preceding accident, as not tb be ready for 
fea in the middle of July, but was ordered to follow the 
admiral, when he failed on the expedition againft Cuba. 
No other information has come to our knowledge rela- 
tive to captain Dennifon, except that he died, as it is faid, 
in England,, fom'e time ift the courfe of the y«ar 1742, 

FORBES, The Honourable John.-— This brave and 
worthy man was the fecond fon of fir George Forbes, jd ' 
Earl of Granard*, who lived to attain the higheft rank 
in the naval fervice. The firft part of his naval education 
he received under fir John Norris, with whom he ferved, 
acquiring in that ftation the higheft reputation. On March 7, 
1737, he was promoted to be poft captain in the ro}Eal 

* Sec vol. iii. page 330. 

navy. 



navy« and appoimed to the Poole. We bclieye him tp 
Wve been. employed in fome fervice which, owing to i^ 
Jbeing a time of profound peace, is not mpfltioned, and to 
Have remained in this fhip till the 24th of O6lober 1738.: 
he was then removed into the JPort Mahpn, a frigate gf 
twenty guns, employed on the Irifh ftation. On the i^th 
of Auguft 1739, ^^ ^^^ promote^! to the Severn, a fourth 
rate of fifty guns, at that time principally employed as a 
cruifer in the Channel; a feryice in which Mr. Forbes 
had little fuccefs, the moft confequential being the captijrc 
of a Spanifli privateer, mounting fourteen guns, whicji 
had done much mifchief to commence. On the oth of 
July in the following year he was removed into the lyger, 
a fhip of the fame rate, and force as the former. In 174X, 
he commanded the Guernfey, which, as well as the 
two preceding, was a fhip of fifty guns; and was ordered to 
the Mediterranean, with fome other fhips, as a reinforce- 
ment to Mr. Haddock Here he continued to ferve many 
years, and was defervedly held in the highefl efteem, botn 
by the admiral jufl mentioned, and Mr. Mathews who 
fucceeded him. 

After the arrival of Mr. Mathews in the Mediterranean^ 
captain Forbes was promoted to the Norfolk, of eighty 
guns, and flationed by the admiral as one of his feconds^n 
the encounter with the French and Spanifh fleets ofF 
Toulon. He behaved vi^ith the mofl diflinguifhed gal- 
lantry, having compelled the Spanifh admiral's fecon^, 
Don Augudine Eturiago, in the Conflant, to break the 
line and bear away with all the fail he was able to fet. 
All the letters written from on board the fleet immedi- 
litely fubfequent to the aSion, many of which are flill 
extant, bear the fame uniform teflimony to the intrepidity 
and very diflinguifhed conduft of this gentleman ; and the 
tribute of popular applaufe appears to have been very 
equally divided between himfelf and the very brave but 
unfortunate captain Cornwall. Hiflorians have followed 
their honefl example, and been equally grateful in the 
teflimony they have borne to his merit. 

Captain Forbes remained in the Mediterranean during 
the continuance of hoflilities, and was employed on the 
mofl important fervices the torpid manner in which the 
caution and fhynefs of the enemy continued the war 

Y2 in 
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that part of the world would permit. On Nov,. 29, 1 74.6^ 
he commanded the fmall veliels and pinnaces which fup-> 
ported the Auftrian army under count Brown, in forcing 
the paflfage of the Var. The force under Mr, Forbes 
connfted of the Phoenix frigate, the Terrible floop, a. bar* 
colongo, on board which a party of German foldiers were 
embarked, and eight armed pinnaces. Thefc vefleh 
were ftationed along (hore to the weftward of the. Var, 
and at day-break on the 30th, commenced a very brilk fire 
on the French poft to the left of the village of St. Laurent. 
General Brown beftowed the higheft encomiums on the 
conduA of captain Forbes, and declared, in the warmeft 
terms o^ gratitude, that the afliftance he received from the 
Englifli had been the principal canfe of his fuccefs. 

On the 15th of July 1747, he was promoted to be rear- 
admiral of the blue, and not long afterwards became, for a 
fhort time, as it is faid, commander-in-chief in the Me- 
diterranean. On May 1 2, 1 748, he was advanced to be rear- 
admiral of the white, as he was not long afterwards to be 
rear of the red ; but peace having fucceeded to the long 
and expenfive war, and Mr. P'orbes not being appointed 
to any command, we have nothing to relate till the 4th of 
February 1755, when he was advanced to be vice-admir&l 
of the blue. On the 1 ith of December 17,56, he was no- 
minated one of the commiffioners for executing the office 
of lord high admiral, an honourable ftation, which he did 
not uninterruptedly continue to enjoy, and the reafon re- 
flefted on him the higheft honour, as a man of the mildefl 
manners and moft confcientious integrity. On the condem-r 
nation of the unfortunate admiral Byng, he was the only 
member of the board who refufed to fign the warrant forcar- 
ryingthe fentence into execution ; and he was honourable 
enough to ftate openly, coolly, candidly, and firmly the 
motives of his heart* which urged him to decline jfanc- 
tioning, by his acquiefcence, what he confidered as an zSt 
of manifeft injuftice. He quitted the admiralty board, a 
new commiflion being fealed and publifhed, on April 6, 
1757 : but as virtue is in general fuccefsful enough to main- 
tain a fuperiority over its enemies, fo was Mr. Forbes 



* Thefe have been already given at large in the life of admiii| 
Byng, fee page 171. 
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r recalled to his former ftation wilh a brilliancy of charac- 
ter the world might probably have becniersacquainted with> 
had not fuch an opportunity offered of making it, without 
the leaft aiTeflation or olleniation, fo generally known. 
He continued commiflioncr of the admiralty till the 23d 
of April 1763, having met with during that interval no 
occurrence worthy of c o nunc m oration, except that, oti the 
31ft of January 1758, he was promoted to be admiral of 
the blue. On the 6th of Ajiguft following was married 
to the lady Mary Cape!, fourth daughter of William, 
third earl of Eifex, and the lady Jane Hyde his wife, eldeft 
furviving daughter of Hetu-y, earl of Clarendon and 
Rochclier. 

On his quitting the admiralty board he was appointed 
general pf marines; and in the latter part of his life, a 
circumRance is faid to have occurred relative to his hold- 
ing that appointment, which is far too honourable to him 
to be omitted •. 

" To detail the meritorious deeds of the venerable 
charailer before us would lead to difcuflion too extenfive ; 
but the writer of this tribute lo departed greatnefs cannot 
conclude it wiriiout inferting an anecdote well known in 
the naval and political circles, and which, it is believed, 

»even majefly itfelf will recoiled with fuch feelings as arc 
excited in benevolent minds, by ads of genuine fpirit, and 
^ dilintereftednefs. 
" During a late ad mi migration it was thought expe- 
dient to offer a noble lord, very high in the naval profeflion, 
and very defervedly a favourite of his fovercign, and his 
country, the office of general of the marines, held by 
admiral Forbes, and fpontaneoully conferred upon him by 
his majelly, as a reward for his many and long fervices ; 
a meflage was feni by the minifters, to fay it would for- 
ward the Sting's fervice if he would relign, and that he 
fliould be no lofer by his accommodating government, 
as they propofed recommending 10 ihe king to give him a 
penfion, in Ireland, of 3000/. per annum, and a peerage 

I to defcend to his daughter. To ihis admiral Forbes feat 
; 



* Wc have cxtra£lcd tliii rcUlion fro 
account given of luin ID ihe Europea 
March 17^6' 
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war, which deferted them on the approach of the Eog« 
li(h fquadron, fo that fony-fix were captured without 
moleilation, and the remainder fo difperfed and fcattered 
that feveral of them were made prizes of by difirrent 
cruifip.g (hips. 

Captain Fox was, after his return into port, ordered to 
join the fquadron collecled under the command of Mr. 
Hawke, who failed in the month of Auguft to lay in wait 
for the fleet and fquadron bound from Breft to the Weft 
lndie5, under the command of monfieur L'Etendiere. 
I'he particulars of that action have been already given in 
the account of Lord Hawke, {o that we have only to repeat 
what has been before dated in his lord(hip's own relation 
of that encounter*, that the conduft of captain Fox on 
that occafion gave the admiral fo much offence as to in- 
duce, him to complain to the board of admiralty, and 
dcfire his behaviour might be enquired into by a 
court-martial : he was accordingly tried, and fentcnced 
to be difmilfed from the command of the Kent. He 
remained under this itate of fufpenfion nearly two years, 
^nd was judged by many to have been treated with no 
fmall degree of feverity. He had ferved in a fubordinate 
ftation, without reproach, for a confiderable number of 

I rears. He had not obtained promotion tilt \'ery late iii 
ife ; and his (ight was faid to have grown remarkably de« 
ieflivc. All thefe confiderations undoubtedly pleaded in 
extenuation of his oiFence ; and though the rules, and, 
indeed, honour of the fervice undoubtedly require that 
not the fmalleft negle£t or breach of duty mould be 
fuffercd to pafs unnoticed, yet it is alfo certain that there 
are exifling cafes, in which punifhment becomes an uiv> 
due acl of feverity. 

Such was it deemed by the lefs rigid part of the world 
in the cafe of Mr. Fox. He was accordingly reftored to 
his former rank, but was not inverted with any command. 
On the id of July I749» he was raifed to the rank of 
lear-admiral, and put on the fuperannuated lift, in confe- 
quence of which he became entitled to the half-pay of 
17s. and 6d. p^r day. He enjoyed this honourable Kind 
of penfion till the time of his deathj which took place iq 
the month of February 1763. 

* See page 166, ct tea, 

KNpWLES, 
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KNO WLES, SirCharles, — is faid by fome to have enter- 
ed into the navy on or before the commencement of the war 
with France in the reign of aueen Anne, and to haveferved 
as a midfliipman under fir J. Norris when captain of the 
Orford, at the time of the Malaga fight*. His rife in the 
fervice was confequently but flow, for it was not till Feb. 
4, 1737, that he was promoted to the command of the 
Diamond frigate. He continued in the fame vefTel a con- 
fiderabletime ; and at the end of the year 1739 was, a fhort 
time previous to the open commencement of hoftilities 
with Spain^ ordered to the Weft Indies, with fome other 
fliips fent thither> to reinforce Mr. Vernon. When cap- 
tain Knowles arrived at Jamaica he found the vice-ad- 
miral had failed on the expedition againft Porto Bello, 
leaving orders^ behind him for the commanders of fuch 
fhips as (hould arrive out, during his abfence, to follow 
him thither. Thefe inftruftions were immediately com- 
plied with, but the Diamond was not fortunate enough to 
get into Porto Bello till the 27th of November, five days 
after the place had furrendered. . 

The arrival however of captain Knowles, though the 
conqueft was previoufly efFeSed, was particularly ^leafing 
to the admiral. He was a man of ftrong natural parts^ 
which he had improved with all the diligence generally 
exerted by an enquiring mind. He had, exclufive of his 
duty as a naval officer, obtained a decent knowledge of 
various parts of the military fcience, and in particular 
was efteemed fome what flcilful as an engineer. He was 
accordingly employed as chief fuperintendant of the mines 
formed for the demolition of the Spanifh fortifications. 
This was a taflc of fome difficulty for a young and un* 
praftifed artift to undertake, as the walls were fo well 
conftru£led that the Workmen employed could fcarcely make 
any impreffion on them. Mr, Knowles nevertheltfs con- 
trived to execute his talk completely, and with fo much 
adroitnefs, that, during the whole of his continuance under 
Mr. Vernon's command, that admiral entertaining the 
higheft opinion of his abilities, not only principally coil- 
fufted him in all his fubfequent land operations, but con- 
fided to him the execution of all fuch enterprifes as he 
— — ^^^— ^'^'— *^^— '^■^**^'— ^— — ■— — ' ' 1 ■ ■ ' 'I— 

* Thefe circamfiances, though delivered to us as authentic, appear 
not only veiy doubtful, bat improbable in the higheft degree; 
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deemed bed fuited to his particular knowledge^ and bent of 
genius. 

When the fquadron returned to Jamaica captain 
.Knowlcs was left to cruife off Carthagena for the purpofe 
of preventing any fupplies from entering that port, and 
at the fame time of watching the motion of the galleons. 
The condition of the (hip made it foon afterwards nccef- 
fary captain Knowles fhould return to Jamaica to refit. Th^ 
re-equipment not being finilhed when the admiral failed 
from Port Royal, on the 25th of February, to bombard 
Carthagena, he was not able to join him till the 13th of 
March, when Mr. Vernon had carried his firft proje£l 
into execution, and had repaired to Porto Bello for the pur- 
pofe of refitting the fquadron, as well as completing his 
water* Captain Knowles was immediately ordered on board 
the Succels fireftiip, in which veflel he was fent, accom- 
janied by the Tender, toreconnoitre the entrance of th^ivcr 
Chagre, and make the neceifary obfervations, how the 
fort, which defended it, might be aflaulted to the gpeateft 
advantage; and whether it would be nraft advifeable to 
attack it with the (hips of the fquadron, or to bombard it. 

Having fatisfied himfelf of thefe particulars, according 
to the belt of his judgement, he was then to inform him- 
felf of the different foundings, and depth of water ; in fhort, 
of every other circumftance his own prudence as well 
adjudgement (hould fugged to him the propriety of col- 
liding. The fquadron failed from Porto Bello on the 22dy 
and was joined by Mr. Knowles while on its pafTage to the 
place of attack. He was appointed bv the admiral to com- 
Daand the firefhips, together with the bomb-ketches and 
fmall craft, which he was ordered to place in fuch convenient 
Nations as he thought mod proper or likely to annoy and 
reduce the caftle of St. Lorenzo, which was the name gf the 
fort already mentioned. In (hort, the whole diredion of 
that branch of the attack was given to him. Having 
made his difpofitions, he brought his veHels to an anchor 
^boiit three o'clock in the afternoon, covering the bomlv 
Icetches with the Diamond and other (hips, whoie com- 
ipanders were put under his dire£Uon; ihe.cannojoade and 
bombardment commenced inftanlly. About ten at 
pight the admiral, with two other fhiips of the fquadron, 
got in to fupport him* Tt^s fpirAted a^&ujt was 

conti- 
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continued, without interruption, till the next day, when 
the Spaniards difplayed a flag of truce as a fignal of their 
fubmiilion. 

Captain Knpwljies was immediately chofen by the ad- 
miral as a negociator ;' and being fent aihore, quickly 
returned with the governor, between whom and Mr. Ver* 
non the terms of capitulation were fettled without much. 
difficulty. Thefe being adjufted, captain Knowles had 
the honour of being appointed governor of the fortreig 
which he had, certainly, in a very eminent degree, con- 
tributed to the redudion of. He had a force allotted to 
this fervice confiding of five lieutenants and one hundred 
and twenty men. The firft meafure taken by him was to 
place a flriA guard on the cuitom-houfe, which happened 
to be at that time full of the moft valuable commodities 
detained for the partial lading of the Spanifh. galleons. 
Thefe were embarked without delay ; and the works of 
the caftle being, under the infpeftion of Mr. Knowles, 
demolifhed on the 29th, the whole fquadron failed on that 
day for Porto Bello. This gentleman was employed 
during the greateft part of the year merely in cruifing, 
and does not appear to have met with much fuccefs, 
the only prize we know him to hav^ made being a 
merchant veflel, called the NeuftraSenoradeGuadeloupej^^ 
which he carried into Jamaica about the beginning of 
Oftober. 

Immediately after this he returned to Europe, and was 
on his arrival promoted to the Weymouth, of^ fixty guns, 
one of the (hips which had belonged to the fleet under fir 
John Norris, and was then under orders to proceed to the 
Weft Indies with fir Chaloner Ogle. He reached the 
Weft Indies a few days before the fleet, having^ parted 
from it 300 leagues to the eaihvard of Barbadoes. On his 
arrival he was received by his former patron and friend 
with all the cordiality and afFeAion the roughn^fs of his 
charafter was capable of difplaying. He was, as before, 
employed in the moft confidential fervices ; and it is but 
juftice due to his character to fay, acquined himfelf in 
^ manner every way meriting fuch a trqft. 

He was, as his firft occupation, fent with Mr. Bof^ 
eawen to the governor of Port Louis, apologizing for the 
ie^t having anchored in that bay^ Previous to the ad'ual 

com- 
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commencement of the fiege of Carthagena, he was em- 
ployed in rcconnoitering that place; a fervice he executed 
with fo much accuracy and precifion, that his advice was 
implicitly relied on by the admiral, who formed every 
meafure on his information ; and thefucccfsof thofe in which 
the navy was concerned is a very fufficient as well a$ indiC- 
putable teftimonial of his merit. He was a fecond timet 
ordered, with the captains Laws, Renlon, and Cooper, to 
found thecntrance of theharbourwithouttheTierraBomba. 
Upon his report the plan of attack was definitively fettled ; 
and it was refolved to make a general affault on the Boca 
Chica caftle. Captain Knowles was appointed to command 
the detachment of feamen who were ordered to make a di« 
verfion, or falfe attack, for the purpofc of di(Jra£ling or 
drawing off the attention of the enemy, and thereby faci- 
litating the approach of genera! Blakeney, who commanded 
in chief the main or real aflault. 

Captain Knowles obferving the confternation inta 
which the Spaniards were thrown, refolved to profit of fo 
favourable an opportunity to diftinguifti himfelf, and at- 
tempt fort St. Jofeph, fituated on a fmall lowifland almofl' 
at the entrance of the harbour. This fuddenly conceived 
projeft heexccutedwith much refolution, and the nioft com- 
plete fuccefs attended it, the Spaniards after a very trivial 
rcfiftance having abandoned their defences. Mr. Knowles 
was not fatisfied with this fuccefs, glorious as it was, 
while there ftill remained behind a poffibility of effcfting 
any thing farther. Having left captain Cotes to take 
poflTeflion of the fort, he rowed off to the Gallicia, of 
ieventy guns, the Spanifli admiral's fhip, which ftill re-, 
mained undeftroyed, and on board which his flag was then 
flying. He was very ably fupported in this new entcrprize 
by captain Watfon, of whom hereafter, Snd having 
boarded the enemy, took poflTeflion of the fhip nearly 
without refiftance, all the crew having quitted her except 
the captain, two or three inferior officers, and about fixtjr 
of the people. 

He was again ordered on the reconnoitering fervice ; 
and having difcovered the Spaniards exceedingly occu- 
pied in the neighbourhood of Caftillo Grande, another of 
the Spanilh forts, he reported that circumftance to the 
admiral without delay : he was in confequence ordered tor 

weigh* 
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weigh liisaftchbf artil run clofe ill to the caftle, which he 
was immediately to cannonade, in hopes, by the fudden- 
nefs of the aifautt, to intimidate the Spaniards from refin- 
ance. This had its defired eifeft, the caftle did not return 
a ihot ; and captain Knowles fending his boats on fliore took 
pofTelTion of it without oppofition. This fortrefs was 
mounted with nearly fifty pieces of heavy cannon ; and the 
'acquifition of it was of the greateft confequence to the 
future operations of the army, as it enabled the troops to land 
•within a league of the town, when otherwife they would 
have been compeHcd to a long and tedious march, in one 
of the moft inhofpitable climates perhaps in the world. 
It is thus that eifterprifes, apparently the moft arduous, 
^re accompli ih'ed with the greateft eafe by cool and de- 
termined valour;' 

The vi£tor was,* as a very proper reward for his fpirif, 
: appointed governor of the caftie : this was merely a 
temporary command. As foon as the admiral and fomc 
" of the fleet had worked through the paffage he returned to 
his 'fhip; and fucceeded, on the 3d of April, in getting 
into the iiarbour hrmfelf through* the various impedi- 
ments the enehiy had unfucceff fully placed at the en- 
trance of it*. He was immediately ordered to attack the 
batteries at Paffb Cavallos, a creek which feparated the 
Grand Baru from the main land, and through which a 
Hconfiderable part of the provifions with which Carthagena 
was fupplied, of neceffity paffed. This fervice he efFe<Sled ' 
with his accuftomed diligence and fpirit, fo that a fecure 
<and eafy place of difembarkation was procured for the 
army. This was the laft operation in which the abilities 
of Mr. Knowles were capable of rendering any fervice, 
far as related to the reduftion of the place. The aifauh 
on fort St. Lazar proving unfuccefsful, and the troops 
being now confiderably diminiftied by difeafe, nothing 
remained for the furvivors but to reimbark. The deftruc- 
tion of the different forts was, as a cuftomary kind of 
fervice, allotted to captain Knowles; and it is needlefs to 
add, that, although he had to encounter much difEculty 
in the operation, he executed it with his ufual diligence. 

Captain Knowles is faid, foon after the fleet returned 
to Jamaica, fo have removed into the Litchfield, of fifty 
guns. Th^s Ibip was one of the fc^adron left, under the 

command 
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command of commodore'Daven, for the protedtoii of 
Jamaica, when Mr. Vernon {aikd on his next ui^ortunate 
expedition againft Cuba ; he was coDfequendy preferved 
from the morti6catton of beiiig concerned in that inglo* 
rious attempt : nor have we been able to cdileA any thing 
farther relative to him worth remembering till after Mr. 
Vernon had departed for Europe, refigning the chief 
comcnand to fir Chaloner O^le. Sucoefs now appears to 
have, for a time, deferted this commander, who, however 
the main attack might have mifcarried, had been fo for* 
tunate in thofe partial, and particular points of fervice thajt 
were immediately entru(led to him* 

In the month of February 17439 being at that time 
captain of the Suffolk, of feventy guns, he wis ordered, 
by admiral Ogle, to take under his command the Burfordy 
a. third rate of feventy, the Affiftance, Norwich, and 
Advice, of fifty guns each, and Scarborough of tweo^; 
with thefe (hips he was to proceed to Antigua, where he 
was to be joined by the Eltham, of forty, and Lively, of 
twenty guos ; with this united force he was to attempt 
the town of La Guira, on the coaft of Caraccas. fius 
Jand force confifted only of four hundred men belon^ng 
to Dal;Kiers regiment ; but when, on the other hand, the 
firength of the iquadron, which confided of eight ftout fhips 
of war and three (loops, is confidered, and it is remembered 
that the principal hope of fuccefs was founded on thofe ir* 
xefiftible incentives to fubmiflion, the cannon of theihips, 
the commodore cannot be faid to have been ordered on a 
forlorn hope, or, to fpeak more intelligibly, a defperate 
undertaking. 

He failed from Antieua on the 12th of February, and, 
after touching at St. Chtiftopher's, proceeded on his ^x* 
pedition againft La Guira. Delay, that general bane of 
fuccefs, was, in this inftance, particularly contributive to 
the want of it : the governor of the Caraccas had received 
intelligence of the expedition nearly two months .befoi^e, 
and had been very aft ively employed in preparing foravigo* 
reus defence,, by ercding new batteries and augmenting 
his garrifon with a number of Indians, mulattoes,^ and 
negroes, whom he properly trained, fb as 1:0 rendeithera 
extremely ferviceable. He had alfo prevailed on the 
Dutch governor of Cura^oa to fupply him with a con{i« 
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ilerable quantity of ammunition, of which he flood fo 
much in need, that his recruited numbers would have 
rendered him but little fervice. had it not been for thfc 
friendly affiftance he received from his neighbours* This 
was thefituationofaiFairswhen.on the 1 8th of February, the 
Britiih fquadron arrived in fight of the place. The com- 
modore began the attack about twelve at noon with much 
vigoui*, and experienced as fpirited arefiftance on the part of 
the enemy. An heavy fwell prevented the (hips from ap^ 
proaching the town nearer than a mile, fo that it was faid, 
to be impoflible to land the troops, or make any other 
attempt than by a cannonade, too didant to produce any 
decifive efFefi. 

Alipoft at the commencement of the attack a (hot car- 
ried away the. enemy^'s flag-ftaff, a circumftance deemed, 
hy the fuperftitiou^ part of the aflailants, as a certain omen 
of fuccdsj but which certainly proved, on the prefent oo- 
cafion,^ extremely delufive, for little injury was idone to 
the fortification^, the mifchief fuflained by the enetny be- 
mg confined merely to the deftru&ion of their churches 
and habitations. Three veflels were at that tirne^ifi the 
jiarhour^t ajod an attempt was made to cut them out, or 
deftroy ihexn^ - but even: this was unfuccefsful, the boats 
ient on. the above fervice beins obliged to return to their 
ihips without liaving been able to accomplilh it. The 
attack was continiied, .neverthelefs, till eight o'clock at 
jiigl;i.t, but without producing any event favourable to the 
ajttepipt) except the demolition of one of the opaniifi 
jpgi^gazines, which blew up towards evening. When the 
j^aj^nefs had cpmpelled, at leaft a temporary ceflation of 
hodiliti^Sy the Burford, Norwich, Eltham, and Ailifiance^ 
.were found to be fo entirely difabled, that the comif^qdore 
was under the ncceffity of orderfng them immediately to 
Clira9oa to refft, and of retiring himfelf with "the re- 
itornder- of his fhips, fome of which had fuflaified con* 
fiderable injury*. Nor had the Spaniards Jiny great 

reafon 

— *— — i*»»» .1 ■ till ■■ — »jUi^^iMi^>Mfc«ti^f^i— » 

* The following is an abftra£l of the damage fuOaioed \^y the 
fquadron. 

Ships. Guns. Shot received. Killed. Wounded.. 

SufFolk of '70 146 99 '80 

B(^rfbrd 7« 9^ I14 50 

A fi] fiance 
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keafon to be elated with their fuccefs in baffling the fore^ 
going attempt, having, as it is faid, loft feven hundred 
men in defence of their town. 

Commodore Knowles having refitted his fquadron at 
Cura^oa, and being fomewhat reinforced by a few Dutch 
Tohmteers, refolvcd to undertake fomeentcrprize in hopes 
fuccefs might at Icaft palliate his former misfortune : he ac- 
cordingly refolved to make an attempt on PortoCa\'allo. The 
Spaniards were cxtremelv well prepared to receive them: 
their garrifon is faid by lome to have amounted to fifteen 
hundred Europeans*, and four thoufand Indians and per* 
fons of colour. Campbell, indeed, ftates the force ot the 
enemy to have amounted to no more than two thoufand 
men of all defcriptions ; but he admits the harbour to have 
been well fecured by a number of veflels purpofely funk 
by the enemy, and commanded on all fides by a number of 
fafcine batteries. Tlie fquadron failed from Curafoa on 
the 20th of March ; but, in confequence of meeting with 
a very ftrong lee current, was not able to reach the keys 
of Barbarat, a little to the eaftward of Porto Cavallo, till 
the 15th of April. 

The Spaniards had hauled twelve of their fmalleft (hips 
and three gallies up to the head of the harbour out of gun- 
fliot : two larger mips, one mounting fixty, the other forty 
guns, were moored clofe over to the fliore, oppofite to thcf 
caftle : a large (hip lay ready to be funk at the entrance of 
the harbour, with a mooring-chain from her ftem to the 
caftle, and another from her head to the main to keep her 
fteady in the proper pofition. Flanking the entrance were 
three heavy fafcine batteries newly ereftcd ; and on a low 
point of land, called Punta Brava, two others, one 
mounting twelve, the other feven guns. The commodore 



Ships. Guns. Shot received. Killed. Wimiided. 

Affiflance 

Ehbam 

Norwich 

Advice 

Lively 

Scarborough 

* Viz. Twelve hundred (eamen from diet/ fiiips, and diree hm* 
dred regular troops. 
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obfervingthat, from their injudicious pofition, theymigHt 
be eafily flanked, immediately conceived it would be no 
difficult proje£l to make himfelf mafter of them, and turn 
their guns againlt the enemy. It was accordingly agreed 
at a general councilof war, held on the morning of the 
1 6th, to fend in two ihips to cannonade the batteries, and 
then land a volunteer detachment of four hundred fca- 
men, and DalzieKs regiment, together with the marines 
and the Dutch. The two corps laft-mentioned were to 
have ftormed the batteries, as foon as filenced, under cover 
of the Affiftance, of fifty guns, which fhip was ordered 
to anchor within piftol (hot of the fhore for that purpofe. 
The Lively and Eltham, which were the two (hips 
ordered on the fervice firft mentioned, nearly efFefted it 
about funfet ; and when it became dark the firing ceafed 
on both fides, as if by mutual confent. The men deftined, 
according to the plan agreed on, for the attack, and 
amounting, in number, to about twelve hundred, were 
accordingly landed.i They were to march along the 
beach ; and, for their better encouragement, the commo- 
dore himfelf accompanied them, keeping clofe along (hore 
in his barge. About eleven o'clock the van of the Britifli 
column feized one of the Spanifh batteries ; but the cen- 
tinel firing his piece the garrifon took the alarm, and all 
the other works were immediately manned. Two guns 
being fired on the aflailants threw them into fuch imme- 
diate and violen^ diforder, that they not only retreated, but 
fired at each 6ther ; even their officers caught the infeftion, 
and a number of anecdotes relative to the diforder of the 
retreat foutid their way into public converfation, but which 
are too ludicrous to enlarge upon. The hiilorian con- 
tents himfelf with briefly relating, that they fled with the 
utmoO: precipitation, each man taking his comrade for a 
Spaniard ; nor did they recover from the eflTefts of this 
(hameful flight till they found themfelves fafe on board. 

On the 21ft a general council of war was held ; the late 
unfortunate mifcarriage was taken into contideration ; and 
it was determined, asalaft hope, to make a general attack, 
with the (hips and troops, againft the caftle and fafcine 
batteries, in confeauencc of this refolution, a breeze of 
wind favourable foftmiHupofe fpringing up oa the 24thy 
in the aft^moon^ the coomiodore made the fignal to weigh, 
Voi. IV. % and 



354 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 

r.nd bore down with his fquadron in the following 
order ; the Alliftance, Burford, SuflFolk, and Norwich, 
which were ordered to attack the caftle ; the Scarborough, 
Lively, and Eltham the two fafcine batteries. The 
cannonade commenced with great furj at eleven in the 
morning, and continued without intermiffion till pad 
nine at night, beine maintained with the greateft obftinacy 
on both fides. The fire of the Spaniards fometimes 
llackened, while that of the Englim did conHderable 
execution, demolifhing feveral of the embrafures, and 
totally filencing, for a time, the fafcine batteries : but on 
the approach of night the fire of the enemy confider- 
ably increafed, and did much execution, fo that, 
fome of the fhips having expended the whole of their 
filled ammunition, and all of them the greater part of it, 
their rigging and marts being alfo much fhattered, the 
commodore made a fignal to cut, and drop beyond random 
(hot. The fquadron fufUined in this encounter the lofs 
of two hundred men ; but the Spaniards were flill greater 
fufferers, and during the attack were fo much intimidated 
as to induce them to (ink fome (hips at the mouth of the 
harbour ; a circumftance which very fufSciently indicated 
their terror. 

On the next morning the fquadron brought to, under 
the keys of Barbarat, to refit ; and in the atternoon were 
joined by the Advice, which (hip had parted company with 
the commodore three days after he had failed fromCura^oa. 
In a council of war, held on the 28th, it was unanimoufly 
agreed, that the fhips were no longer in a condition to aft 
ofFenfively againft the Spaniards; fo that after fending 
away his ftationed cruifers, and making an exchange of 
prifoners with the Governor of Porto Cavallo, the com- 
modore was content to return unfuccefsful to Jamaica. 

Here Campbell adds, that he remained inadive during 
the remainder of the year. This circumftance, although 
flriftly true, is faid with more degree of farcafm than we 
think decent in the cafe of an unfuccefsful ofHcer. We 
meet with few other particulars relative to this gentleman ♦. 

worth 



* In the month of September 1744, we find him craifing off Marti- 
nico with a fquadron confiQin^ of five fhips of war ; and the following 
account of a little enterprife in which he was concerned, is nven in a 
private letter we have fccni dated Antigua, OQ/oHkt the i8tii.^ 

** A large 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 355 

worth commemorating, till the month of September 
1745, when, having in the interim returned to England, 
he was appointed captain of the Devonihire, a fhip of 
eighty guns, juft rebuilt*. In the month of January I746, 
he fer\'ed as commodore t with the fleet then ftationed in 
the Downs J under vice-admiral Martin ; but did not long 

retain 



'< A large Spani(h fliip, bound from Cadiz to Carthagena, "with the 
governor on board, ha&. lately been burnt by commodore Kno^vles. 
Her outfit was i6o,oool. therefore it was a pity he could not take 
her before (he went on (hoce. She run under a battery of three 

guns, on the fouth fide of Martinico, for protqflion. Above 
er was a cliff where about eooo of the inhabitants foon pofied 
themfelves to defend her, within pifiol-fhot of the veifel, but to no 
purpofe, for the commodore went m with his fquadron and demolifhed 
the battery, which, with the (hip, made a (lout refifiance. At length 
the crew, with the governor, quitted her: and it being impoflibie» 
from the fire of the people on the cliff, to bring her off, he fent his 
boats crews to burn her, who found on board the captain and his fon» 
with (ix of the crew: fome of their boats were deftroyed'in con- 
fe()uence of powder and other corobuftibles, which they carried 
with them, going off untimely. There were a great many killed on 
the cliff by the fire from the mips." 

* In the month of April 1745, he commanded on the Leeward 
Ifland flation, having under him a fmall fquadron, confifiing of four 
fiftv-gun (hips. 

T He being then in the Canterbury. 

{ The following letters was written by him to the admiralty, he 
having been fent to reconnoitre the enemy's coaft. \ 

'' Since my laft I have been over to Boulogne and Calais, and had 
as diftinfl views of what is in tbofe places as it is poflible, unlefs I had 
been on (hore in perfon. At Boulogne I ftood within half a mile of 
the pier heads, fo that even a privateer (loop's (hot went over me. The 
battery from the pierhead, which mounted five guns, fired many (hot» 
but none did execution. It was not poffible to count the. veiTels as 
they lay, not knowing how to difiinguifh thofe of two mafls, or.thofe 
of one; but upon the whole, I am ofopinion there are not (ixty veffels 
of all kinds in the harbour, and my brother captains do not think there 
are fo many : the largeft of thefe was a galliot hoy, 'whofe very gaff 
was much higher than' any of the other veffel's mafi heads; for there 
was not a (ingle one which had a top fail yard rigged aloft. 

" This morning, about eight o'clock, I was within two or three 
miles of Calais town, and faw three or four fmall top-fail veffels in the 
pier, the reft were all galliots and (i(hing boats, and djd not exceed 
thirty in number. 

** By captain Gregory's account of the fame date, who was fent to 
fake a view of the preparations at Dunkirk, it appears there are but 
five or fix veffeU in the road, and a very few in toe harbour." 

Za Extras 
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retain this command. Having previoufly repaired to 
Portfmouth, on the 2 id of March he fhifted his broad 
pendant on board the Edinburgh, and proceeded as far as 
Ply month with the outward-bound trade under hisconroy. 
On his arrival tl'.erc he immediately removed into the 
Norwich, of fifty guns, and failed fur Louifburg on the 
31ft, with the Canterbury and Ruby> having received a 
commillion appointing him governor of that important 
forlrefs. Here he remained, far as we have been able to 
learn, nearly two years, and employed himfelf principally 
in ered^ing new works, which rather injured his reputa* 
iion, as an engineer, a cavalier, which had coft an im- 
menfe Aim in the erection, being deftroyed by the Englifh 
with the greateft eafc, in the fiege which took place during 
the fubfequcnt war. 

Mr. Knowles, who on the 15th of July 1747*, had 
been promoted to be rear-admiral of the white, returned 
fome time afterward to Jamaica, on which Nation he was 
appointed commander-in-chief. He failed from Port 



Extra£l of a letter from cotrtmoclore Knowles, in the Downs, datedl 

Feb. 21, 1745. 

** This mornin*, in a very hard gale of wind, I met with two 
JPrench (hips, (he Baiirbon and la Charite, and took them both: they 
came from OHcnd lait night, ajid have on hoard count Fitz- James, and 
M. la Route, major-grrncral, with about five or fix hundred of Fitz* 
James's regiment, having all their faddles, arms, and horfe-furniture» 
and feme amamniiion. 1 undciHand there are fome other ofl^crs ^f 
dlflindion.'* 

• Abo'it tl/is time lie was involved in a vfry ferious difptite with 
the people of Boiion, as thus related in a letter from Louifburg, dated 
Nov. 17, 1747. 

** We have advice from New Hampfhire, that there ha< been an 
infurrefUon at fioOon, occafioned by admiral Knowles ordering ■ 
fchooner to be advcrtifed to go as a privateer On the Spanifh main, fior 
which they beat up for volunteers, and a great number of men enlifled) 
but when he was ready with his (hips to fail he declared the icboooer 
a (hip of war, and immediately imprelted all the men from the mer* 
chant(hips in the harbour that were ready to go Under his Convoy. 
This exafperated the people to fuch a degree, that they detained feme 
of his ofliceis on ihore and carried their barge up into the ftreets. 
Governor Shirley retired to the caftle, and theaditiiral had Ordered hi* 
fhips op to the town, thicatening to (ire upon it if they did not re 
leafe his o(Hccrs and barge ; but was prevented by the winds ihifting 
While he was under fail, otherwife great roifchief might have enfucd^ 
jUie people being in poIfcOion of the batteries of the town/' 

RoyiU 
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Royal, having his flag on board the Canterbury, on the 
f 3th of February*, with eight fhips of two decks and two 
ll'oopst, having planned an expedition againfl St. Jago dc 
Cuba. Contrary winds preventing him from making that 
ifland ; he was obliged to turn his arms on Port Louis, in 
Hifpaniola, before which place he arrived on the 8th of 
March. Its ftrength was formidable, confiding of a large 
well-conftrufted fort mounting feventy-eight heavy guns, 
and defended by fix hundred men, under tne command of 
monfieur de Chateaunoye. The admiral began the attack 
immediately on his arrival ; and, after an heavy cannonade 
tof three hours continuance, completely filenced the fort, 
which furrendered on condition thegarrifon (hould not be 
made prifoners of war. It was however ftipulated l>y the 
admiral, that they were not to ferve either againft Britain 
or her allies during the fpace of one year. This fuccef^ 
was atchieved with the lofs of feventy njen killed apd 
wounded on board different fhips of the fquadron ; and the 
admiral having deftroyed the fortifications, refumed hi« 
former intention of attacking St. Jago'de Cuba. 

He arrived off that place on the 5th of April. The 
Plymouth and Cornwall were ordered to lead into th^ 
harbour, but, to their great furprife, found a ftrong boon^ 
laid acrofs, and four veflels,611ed with coqnibuftibles, moored 
within it, ready to be fired whenever the boom itfetf 
fliould be forced ; fo that, after difcharginga few broad- 
fides at the latter, it was deemed prudent to defift from 
any farther attempt, and the fquadron returned to Jamaica. 
The Britifli J, as well as the Spanifh fquadron were, for 
fome months, mutually employed in cruifing for the dc* 
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• Admiral Koowles having concerted mearu res Vith governor 
^relawney, was accompanied on xhh ex^eilition by hit excelltncf 
fiimfelf, with -240 men belonging to bis regiment. 

fShips. ConMnanders. Guns. Ships. Commanden. Guns. 

Cornwall — J adm.Knowles « Stafford— Rcntone i- - 60 

( capt.Chadwick WarwTirk— Inncs - - - 60 

Plymouth— Dent - - .60 Worcefter — Andrews '^ m 6q 

Elizabeth— Taylor - - 64 Oxford— ToU • - 50 

Canterbury— Brodie • • 60 Weafel and Merlin floops. 

X On the 1 2th of May 1748, Mr. ICnowles was advanced to be 
tear-admiral of the red. 

Z 3 {lru£lion 
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(Iru&ion of each others commerce, and vice verja the 

Sroteftion of their own. About the latter end of Auguft 
Ir. Knowles received intelligence that the annual fleet 
was daily expefied at the Havannah from Vera Cruz, 
and accordingly failed with his fquadron for the Tor- 
tugan banks in expjQation of intercepting them. The 
Spanifli admiral, Reggio, informed of the above circum- 
ftance, and alarmed for the fafety of what would have 
proved fo valuable a prize, put to fea from the Havannah 
with a refolution to fight the Engl ifh fquadron* rather 
than fiifFer Mr. Knowles to bear it off with impunity. On 
the 29th of September the Spanifh admiral faw at fome 
diftance fourteen Englifli merchant-fliips, under convoy 
of the Lenox, captain Holmes, and another Engliih fhip 
of war. He immediately gave them chace ; but th© Bri- 
tifli fhips were fortunate enough to effeft their efcape, 
having difperfed by fignal from captain Holmes, who 
joined admiral Knowles. 

On the ift of Oftober, one day only intervening, Mr. 
Knowles himfelf fell in with the Spanifti fquadron, then 
not far diftant from the Havannah. In the number of 
ihips the fquadrons were equal, but the Spaniards had a 
trivial fuperiority in guns, and a very confiderable one in 
.point of men ; probably influenced by thefe oftenfible con- 
'liderations the admiral did not feem remarkably ftrenuous 
and eager to engage, although he pofleired the advantage 
of the weather gage. The fquadrons having neared each 
other confiderably, the Spaniards began to fire about two 

« 

* The Spaniards were evidently fuperior in force, as will appear by 
the Sollowing authentic flatement of their force. 

Spanifl] fquadron. Guns. 
Africa— -admiral Reggio 74^ 

Invincible— rear-adm.SpinoIa 74 

Conqueftadore — \ j Jn-.^ ' 64 

Dragon — De la Fas - - 64 

New Spain — Barella - • 64 

Royal Family — Terreflal - 64 

Galga— Garrceocha - - 36 

44^0 



Britiih fquadron. Guns. 

^ I, C adm. Knowles, o^ 

<^<"°^»"- leapt. Taylor ^ 

Lenox— Holmes - - 56 

Tilbury— Pawlet - - - 60 

Stafford — Brodie - - - 60 

Warwick — Innes - - - 60 

Canterbury — Clark - - - 60 

Oxford*— Toll - - - - 50 

426 

Men S900 



Men 4150 
o'clock. 
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©"'clock. Mr. Knowles immediately made the (ignal for 
the fliips of his fquadron to bear down ; and in lefs than 
half an hour the greateft part of theni were clofely en* 
gaged. The two admirals were engaged with each other 
for the fpace of half an hour. Mr. Knowles having then 
fuftajned fome damage fell aftern, and quitted the line. 
On the part of the enemy, the Conqueftadore being much 
ihatteredy at leaft in refpeft to her hull and rigging, was 
driven out of the line, and before flie could refit was 
attacked by Mr. Knowles himfelf, in the ComwaU, he 
having replaced his yard and main-iop-maft which he had 
loft in adtion with the Spaniih admiral* A fpirircd gfiion 
took place, but don de St. Jufto, her commander, being 
killed, and the fhip herfelf reduced almoft to a wreck, fhe 
at laft furrendercd to the Cornwall. The adion between 
the remainder of the two fquadrons continued till eight 
in the evening. The Spaniards then began to give 
way, retreating towards the Havannah ; which port all 
their ihips fafely reached, except the Conqueftadore, 
ivhich was captured, as juft before related, and the 
Africa flag fliip, which being entirely difmafied was run 
aihore and blown up by the opanifh admiral, in order to 
prevent her falling into the hands of the Engltih. 

The lofs on the part of the Spaniards conflftcd of three 
captains and eighty*fix (eamen killed, one hundred and 
ninety- feven were wounded, and among them were 
admiral Reggio and fourteen other ofGcers of rank ; while 
that of the Engtifh amounted to only fifty- nine killed and 
one hundred and tveenty wounded, anK)ng whom they 
were not unfortunate enough to number a fingle officer. 
The condu£l of the different officers concerned in the 
foregoing encounter, as well that of the admiral himfelf as 
of his private captains*^ foon became a fubje£l of violent 

and 



* It feeins to be pretty generally admitted that a)t was not, which 
might have been effeded by men cordially united^ amd equally eager in 
the fervice of their country. The moft ferioiis point of impropriety 
we have ever heard urged agaiaft the admiral is, that he took private, 
aind confeqoently unwarrantable means to propagate charges asunft 
individuals under his command, which they, wbeii informed oi^ on 
their part honourably repelled, and proved the failure to have been 
principally, if not entirely occafione« by the conduE of the admiral 

Z4 . himfelf. 
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and general difpiitc ; each man accufed the other of mif- 
conduft, and the moft ferions confequences attended the 
violence with which feme of the parlies defended and en- 



lilmfelf. As the foregoing aflion, trivial as it was, caufed as miKh 
party difputc as any to he found in the annals of England, we (hall 
fubjoin the account given by Mr. Knowles bimfclf of the tranfa6lion, 
although it will not be found to differ very materially from that we 
have inferted, after examining all the accounrs, both public and jpri* 
▼ate, that could be colleded for the purpofe of elucidating this affair. 

" Admiralty-office, Nov. zg, 1748. 

•' £xtra£l of a letter from rear-admiral Knowles, dated on board the 
Cornwall, off" the tJavannah, O6lobcr 2, 1748* 

*' Since my lad I met with captain Holmes, of the Lenox, who not 
being able to get to windward with the convoy from Jamaica, bore 
away to get a paflage through the gulph. The day. before he joined me 
Jie had been chaced by feven fail of Spanifh men of war, who took one 
of his convoy: upon this intelligence I ordered him to Join me, 
and fiood over immediately for the Cuba fhore in hopes of meeting 
them. Accordingly the next mornmg, at break ot day, I fell in 
"with them, and about three o'clock began the engagement; by 
five I drove admiral Rcggio out of the line, and made him put away 
before the wind; the Conquefladorc, his fecond, ftriick to me, having 
been fet on fire three times by cohorn (hells. All the fquadron foon 
followt^d their admiral; but unluckily at that very inftant my main> 
top-maft was (hot off by the board, and my fore top fail-yard (hot 
^own, fo that I could not make fail after them ; upon this I bawled 
down the (ignal for the line, and made that for the whole fquadron 
to chace. We continued in a6lion till near eleven o'clock at night, 
when the Spaniards ran fq near the breakers of the flrore, that our 
Jhips pilots being unacquainted with the coaft could follow them no 
longer. The Canterbury and Strafibrd fluck clofc to admiral Rejjgio; 
and juO as they were obliged to leave him, they faw his main and mi- 
zen-mafls fall over his iide. 

** Upon the beginning of the aftion I faw the Spaniards fchemc ww 
to cannonade, and not to come to a clofe engagement, which I was 
Tefolved to bring them to, and therefore bore down within half mu(ket- 
ihot of the admiral, having received feveral broadlides from the four 
ilernmoft (hips before I returned one gun. 

' " The a6iion was within about four leagues of the (bor« between 
the Havannah and the Matanfas. 

" I have not been able to collefl yet the number of flain and 
vounded in the a6)ion, but believe it not to be very great, the Spat 
niards chief aim being at our mafts. 

" The Spaniards had more than their complement of men, having 
the regiment of Almanza on board and all the men out of the privateerg 
in tbe place, with a defign to give me battle, being informed I bad but 
^yf fail wit}) mc." 

fprcqd 
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forced their particular opinions. The conduft of the 
admiral himfelf became the fubjeft of legal and honour- 
able inveftigation, and the opinion of the court-martial 
may in great meafure pafs for that entertained by the 
world in general : not criminal, yet not entirely blamc- 
Icfs ; erroneous, though perhaps accidentally fo ; and not 
charged, even by his enemies, with what conftitutes the 
cflence of all offences, a wilful negleft, or mifbehaviour.. 

" Rear-admiral Knowles being, in the month of De- 
cember 1749, tried at Deptford, before a court-martial, 
for his behaviour in and relating to an aftion which hap- 
pened on the I ft of 06lober, in the preceding year, be- 
tween a Britifh fquadron under his command, and a 
fquadron of Spain, the court was unanimoufly of opinion, 
that the iaid Knowles, while he was ftanding for 
the enemy, might, by a different difpofition of his fqua- 
dron, haVfe begun the attack with fix (hips as early in the 
day as four of them were engaged ; and that, therefore, by 
his negleSing fo to do^ he gave the enemy a manifeft ad- 
vantage: that the faid Knowles remained on board the 
Ihip Cornwall with his flag, after fhe was difabled from 
continuing the a^ion, though he might, upon her being 
difabled, have ihifted his flag on board another (hip, and 
the court were unanimoufly of opinion he ought to have 
done fp, in order to have conduced and direded, during 
the whole adion, the motions of the fquadron entrufted to 
his care and condufl. Upon confideration of the whole 
conduft of the faid Knowles, relating to that aftion, the 
court did unanimoufly agree that he fell under part of the 
14th article of the articles of: war; namely, the word 
negligence^ and no other; and alfo under the 23d article: 
the court, therefore, unanimoufly adjudged that heihould 
be reprimanded for not bringing up the fquadron in clofer 
order than he did; and not beginning the attack with 9s 
great force as he might have done ; as alfo for not ihift- 
ing his flag upon the Cornwall's being difabled." 

This error docs ^ not appear to have injured Mr. 
Knowles in the opinion of adminiftration, who fecm to 
have beheld his condud on all occafions with a favourable 
and friendly eye, confcious perhaps in their own perfons, 
that the gr^ateji merit was, on fome occafions^ moft unwar- 
rantably traduced ^ and that to expe£t a man fbould live 

tvithout 
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without enemies, was an abfurdity too great to be infiflecf 
on by the warmeft advocates for the general redrtude of 
public opinion. Under the influence of this reflefliorr^ 
he was, as we may fuppofe, in the year 1752 inveffed witli 
the very confequential and valuable truft of governor of Ja^^- 
maica *, a ilation he held till the eve of the commeDcement 

of 



* He does not, however, appear to have pafTed bis time very cwcoy 
fortably during bis continuance in^this high and lucrative office: bis 
conduCT, when commander- in-chief at Jamaica, had given very great of- 
fence to the inhabitants of feveral of the iOands; be was charged with, 
having behaved rather arbitrary in imprelBng men bek>Bgiog to Ibiae 
of their vcflcis : this was an offence not quickly to be forgotten. He 
alfo bad, tho' we ftridly believe, from the mod hooourable and bed tn-» 
tentions, dire8ed to the good of the community over which be pre- 
S6cdf thought proper to make fome rnnovatiens which were highly 
refented, and afterwards became the fubjeB of a parliamentary ca^ 
^iry; the refult of this, as well as of all the proceedings had iipo^ 
it, we have inferted a brief account of, as a neceiFary ad of jafiice to. 
the chara6ler of Mr. Knowles, who does not feent to have Men, at 
lead intentionally, culpable. 

la 1756 an addrets was prefented to the king by the boole 
eS commons, defiring his majefly would give orders tpr Uying before- 
them feveral papers relating to difputes which had .lately happened 
between his excellency Charles Knowles, era. and fome of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the illand of Jamaica. This governor was accoled 
Of many illegal, cmcl, and arbitrary ads, during the coorfe of bis 
arbitration ; but thefe imputations he incurred by an exertioo of power 
which was in itfelf laudable and well intended for the commercial 
intered of the iiland. He bad changed the feat of governmenty and 
procured an a£l of aflembly for removing the feveral laws, records, 
books, papers^and writings belonging to ibedifferent offices iu that iflandy 
from Spaniih Town toKinglton; as well as for obliging the feveial 
oificersto keep their ofBces, and bold a fupreme court of judicattu-e at 
this lad place, to which he had moved the feat of government. Spanish 
Town, otberwife called St. Jago de la Veg^, the old capital^ was an 
inconfiderable inland place, of no fecurity, trade, or importance ;. 
whereas Kingfton was the centre of commerce, frtuated on tne fide of 
a fine harbour filled with fhips, well fecured fr»m the infultt- of ao 
enemy, large, wealthy, and flourifliing. Here the merchants dwell, 
and fliip thegreated part of the fugarsthat are made upon, the iiland. 
They found it extremely inconvenient and expenfive to take out their 
clearances at SpaniOiTown, which dands at a coniiderable diftance: 
and the fame inconvenience and expence being felt by the reft of the 
inhabitants, who had occafion to profecute fuits at law, or attend the 
aflembly of the ifland, they joined in reprefentations to the governor, 
requeding, that, in confideration of thefe inconveniences, added to that 
of the weaknefsof Spanidi Town, and the importance of Kingfton, 
the feat of government might be removed. He complied with their 
lequed; and in doing fo entailed upon hinifelf the hatred and refent- 

ment 
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of hoftilities with France* ; and during his abfence was, 
in the month of February 1755, advanced to be vice- 



mcnt of certain powerful planters who pofTefTed eOates in and about 
the old town of St. Jago de la Vega, tnus deferred. Thisleems to 
have been the real fource of the animofity and clamour incurred by 
Mr. Knowles, againft whom a petition, figned by nineteen members 
of the aflembiy, nad been fent to £ngland, and prefented to his ma- 
jelly. In the two feflions preceding this year the affair had been 
brought into the houfe of commons, where the governor's chara£ler 
"was painted in frightful colours, and divers papers relating to the dii^ 
pute were examined. Mr. Knowles having by this time returned to 
England, the fubje6l of his adminiftration was revived, and referred to 
a committee of the whole houfe. 

In the mean time petitions were prefented by feveral merchants 
of London and Liverpool, concerned in the trade to Jamaica, alledg* 
ing, that the removal of the public courts, offices, and records of the 
iiland of Jamaica to Kingfion, and fixing the feat of government there, 
had been produflive of many important advantages, by rendering the 
firength of the ifland more formidable, the property ot the traders and 
inhabitants more fecure, and the profccution of all commercial bufineis 
more expeditious and lefs expenGve than formerly, therefore praying 
that the purpofes of the zEt pafled in Jamaica for that end, might be 
carried into effe8ual execution, in fuch a manner as the houfe mould 
chink proper^ The committee having examined a ^reat nufnber of 
papers, agreed to fome refolutions importing, that a certain proceeding 
of the aUembly of Jamaica, dated on the spth day of 06lober, in the 
year 1753, implying a claim of right in that affembly to raife and ap« 




and people of Great Britain. That the fix laft refolutions taken in 




requiring him not to giv6 
unufual or extraordinary nature and importance, wherein his majefly's 
prerogative, or the property of his fubje£ks mi^ht be prejudiced, or the 
trade or ihipping of the kingdom any wajrs afFe6^ed, unlefs there fhould 
be a claufe inferted, fufpending the execution of fuch bill until his 
majefiy's pleafore (hould be known ; that fuch inflru^ion was juft and 
neceflary, and no alteration of the conflitution of the ifland, nor any 
vay derogatory to the rights of the fubje61s in Jamaicd. From thele 
refolutions the reader may perceive the nature of the difpute which 
had arifen between the people of Jamaica and their governor, vice- 
admiral Knowles, whofe condu£l on this occafion feems to have been 
juflified by the legiflature. The parliament, however, forbore to deter- 
mine the (jueflion, whether the removal of the courts of judicature 
from Spanifh To\^n to Kingfldn, was a meafure calculated for the 
intereft of the iiland in general. 

* He returned to England and rciigned his government in the month 
4)f January 1756. 

admiral 
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admiral of the blue, as he was progreffively to be vice- 
admiral of the white, and of the red not long after he 
reached England. In 1757, having hoifted his flag on board 
the Neptune, a fecond rate, he was appointed fecond in 
command of the armament fcnt out, under the chief com- 
mand of lir Edward Havvke, to attempt the definition of 
Rochfort. The ill fuccefs which attended this very ex- 
penfive expedition irritated the minds of the people more, 
perhaps, than that of any one which had preceded it, and 
nad not been marked with a pofitive and extenfive 
difafter. 

Though the charadlers of the naval officers fuflered but 
little in proportion to that of the general, yet they were 
not completely exempt from the cenfure even of the mod 
illiterate, who are in conftant habits of attributing all 
misfortune, from what caufe foever it may arife, to the 
conduct of the admiral-in-chief, or general, whoisunhappy 
enough to be prefent where it takes place. Mr. Knowles 
was indeed lefs fortunate than that brave and revered 
commander fir Edw. Hawke ; the people were ungenerous 
enough to remember, on this occalion, every failure that 
had unhappily attended him in the courfe of a long and 
adive fervice. This condudl is by no means uncommon^ 
the ftrange and unjuft collateral evidence of former mif- 
fortunes is generally fwelled by repetition into a pofitive 
proof of abfolute delinquency, fo that the unfortunate 
viftim of the tremendous vox popuUy though hunted, exe- 
crated, and puntfhed as guilty, has at leaft an equal 
chance of being perfeftly innocent. 

We have faid thus much to obtain a fair hearing for Mr. 
Knowles as to the plain matters of facS, in which he himfelf 
was in any degree concerned during the courfe of the 
expedition. The fleet .failed from St. Helen's on the 8th 
bf September, and proceeded down Channel with a fair 
wind, all, but the general and flag oflSccrs, being, as it is 
faid, ignorant of the place of their immediate deftination 
till the 1 5th. On the 20th the fleet had fight of the ifland of 
Oleron, and a fignal was immediately made, by the com- 
mander-in-chief, for Mr. Knowles to proceed with his 
divifion to Bafque road, and attack the fort on the iOe of 
Aix ; but the execution of this order was fufpended, as is 
liumouroufly related by Campbell, by a very extraordin^iry 

accident. 
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accident or event. *' Arlniiral Knowles (fays he) as foon 
as he received thefe orders, made fail with his divifion, and 
prepared' his fhips for aftion ; but he had fcarce taken 
leave of fir Edward Hawke before a French man of war 
was obferved ftanding in' towards the centre of the Englifh 
fleet. When this fingular phaenomenon appeared, admiral 
Knowles was fo deeply engaged in the important occupa- 
tion of exhibiting the entertaining fpeftacle of a clear ihip, 
between decks, to general Conway, that he could not 

fjoffibly attend to the firft information brought by his 
ieutenant ; however, in confequence of a fecond meifage, 
the admiral came upon deck, and, through his per fpeftive 
glafs, difcovered this ftrange fail to be a two-decked fhip. 
Admiral Knowles recolleaing that he was fent on a dif- 
ferent fervice, i)nt not refleding on the comparative im- 
portance of that fervice, was in doubt whether he fhould ^ 
ti:iake a fignal for any of his divifion to chace. During 
this hefit^tion the French fhip difcovered her miftake, 
tacked and bore away with all the fail flie could crowd. 
The admiral continued ftill to doubt, and doubted fo long 
that all poflibility of coming up with her before night 
vanifhed ; at laft, however, admiral Knowles ordered th^ 
Magnanime and the Torbay to give chace : they chaced 
as long as they could fee their object, and next moiaing 
rejoined the fleet." 

On the following day Mr. Knowles with his divifion 
again made fail towards the land, but a thick haze fuddenly 
coming on, the pilots refufed to carry the fhips in-. About 
feven o'clock, after having lain to during the^day in ex- 
pedlation of the weather clearing up, the fquadron came 
to an anchor near the Ifle of Rhc, and were on the follow- 
ing morning joined by the remainder of the fleet. On the 
22d, about eight o'clock in the morning, admiral 
Knowles in the Neptune, with the Barflcur, Magnanime, 
America, Alcide, Burford, and Royal William, made 
fail towards tl\e Ifle of Aix, which lay at the mouth of 
the river leading up to Rochfort. Thefmall fort which 
defended it being attacked by lord Howe, in the Magna- 
hinie, fell an eafy conqueft to him after a flight refiflance, 
which fcarcely continued an hour. This fuccefs, trivial, 
as it might be deemed, when compared with the real 
lobjeft of the expedition^ was neverthelefs deemed highly 
6 ominous 
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ominous of the greated future advantages, and raifed the 
fpiritSy both of feamen and foldiers, to the highefl pitch* 
The three fubfequent days were confumed in councils of 
war and reconnoitring ; and at lad it was agreed, on the 
25th, that the attempt on Rochfort was neither advifeable nor 
pra^icable. This refolution was, in all likelihood, framed 
in confequence of the information derived from the pri- 
foners taken on the Ifle of Aix. What the particulars of 
that intelligence were, as well as the reft of the evidence and 
opinions given in the deliberative council alhided to hav- 
ing never been made public, it is ifliproper, and indeed im- 
poffible, to forni any certain decifion as to the propriety of 
the reafons which induced the abandonment of the dedgn: 
it is one of thofe dark points of hiftory which have never 
hitherto been cleared up, and probably never wiU, fo that 
nothing pending fuch uncertainty can be more ungenerous 
than to pretend to affix blame on an individual ; when» 
perhaps, were the whole affair properly canvaffed, it would 
appear none was fairly attachable to any one. 

On the 26th, in the morning, notwithftanding the re- 
folution paifed on the preceding day, Mr. Knowles was 
detached with two bomb-ketches, and feveral fmail armed 
vefTels and frigates, to bombard and attack fort Fouras, as 
well as to found the entrance of the river Charente. On 
his return he reported that one of the bomb-ketches, the 
Infernal, had ran aground in going in, and that the Co- 
ventry frigate, in endeavouring to prote6Hier from two 
French row gallies, had nearly ihared the fame fate, hav- 
ing touched five times ; neverthelefs, thefe unfavourable 
circumftances had not fufficient weight to prevent orders^ 
which were iflued the fame night for the troops to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to land the next morning. Thefe 
were, for what reafon (till remains a fecret, never even 
attempted to be carried into execution; and after two or 
three more orders and counter-orders, the defign was at 
laft totally given up on the 29th of September. 

The difquietude, and, indeed, rage of the people, con* 
fequent to the want of fuccefs in the expedition, where the, 
mod fanguine hopes of brilliant advantage had been 
formed, require not much energy or enforcement to com- 
pel the moft perfeft belief of. But it is fomewhat diffi- 
cult to conceive how the whole of the difappointment 

fuit^oe4 
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fuftained on the foregoing occafion can fairly be charged 
to the account of Mr. Knowles. To fpeak candidly and 
difpaffionately, the firft and principal caufe of the feilure 
appears to have been the delay in enjbarking the troops, 
a circumftance of mifcondu£l not imputable to Mr. 
Knowles : a fecond, and fcarcely lefs confequential bar to 
fuccefe, feems to have been a total want of that degree 
of information indifpenfibly neceflary to the fupport of 
fiich an undertaking: and laftly, a want of decifion in the 
inftrufiofs; every thing appearing to have been optional, 
and that no regular and pofitive orders were iflued, or even 
the outline of a plan traced out to be hereafter purfued by 
either fleet or army. 

Mr« Knowles has been cenliired, why ? becaufe, for- 
foothy fort Fouras was not attacked, when it is confefled 
by the loudeft enemies of the vice-admiral, and the ableft 
friends to the expedition, that the complete redudion of 
that fortrefs would but have contributed in a very fmall 
degree the farther fuccefs of it. To fum up the whole in 
very few words, the eflence of the charge appears to con- 
fift in Mr, Knowles having been unfortunate enough to 
have one of the bomb venels under his command run 
aground for want of a proper pilot, a circumftance irre- 
mediable, as neither the (hoals could be removed, nor 
proper conduftors procured to fteer the veflels clear of them. 
As to the land-impediments, whether they are real or ima- 
ginary, is nothing at all to the prefent queftion ; and as 
to the failure of profeculing the expedition on the part of 
the fleet, it appears to have arifen from a difcovery that 
the knowledge of Thierry, the French pilot, was rather 
too fuperficial, and that the admiral did not think it per- 
fedlly fafe to place an implicit confidence in his judge- 
ment and experience. At laft the fury of the people was 
obliged tb be content with venting itfelf in a virulent paper * 

abufe, 



* The account publiCbed by theadmiralhimfelf ofthistranfaflion was 
treated with much alperity and harfhnels in the Critical Review,of which 
|>ublication the celebrated Dr. Smollet was at that time one of the prin<* 
cipal condudors. Mr. Knowlea (hewing a proper attention to the 
dignity of his own chara^er, either threatened, or a^ually commenced 
a profecution apinft the do£lor. That gentleman trembling at that 
jpuoiihment which his unprovoked attack would, he thought, in all 

probability 
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abufe, which is, in general, the dernier rcfort of an en- 
raged and dirappoir\ted party. 

Mr. Knowles ftruck his flag foon after the return of 
the fleet into port, but re-hoifted it on the 5th of No- 
vember following, on board the Royal Anne, at Spithead. 

He never, however, proceeded to fea, and on the 12th 
of December following finally ftruck his nag, which we 
do not believe him to have ever afterwards re-hoifted, as 
being appointed to a command : he continued refpeSed 
^everthelefs, and favoured both by the fovereign and his 
ininifters. On the 31ft of January 1758, he was advanced 
to be admiral of the blue. This promotion is not, how- 
ever, to be confidered as any particular mark of diftinc- 
tion and favour, it being his right according to the regular 
rule of fucccflion eftabliihed in the fervice ; all flag 
officers participating equally of it, except in cafes of re- 
moval or aSnal refignation. Some of his fubfequent 
honours ftand not however in the fame predicament. 
After the acceffion of king George the Third he was, on 
on the 19th of Oftobcr 1765, created a baronet 5 and on 
the 5th of the enfuing month made rear-admiral of Great 
Britain as fucceffor to the late lord Hawke, who was ad- 
vanced to be vice-admiral. He held this honourable 
appointment till the month of Oclober 1770, when he 
very fairly and properly gave in his refignation, having 
accepted of an. high command under the emprefs of 
Ruflia, who was at that time involved in a war with the 
Porte. He was about the fame time advanced, in the 
regular courfe of promotion, to be admiral of the white. 
In the year 1774 he returned to England, peace being 
aj^rced on and concluded between the courts of Ruflia and 
Turkey. He continued ever afterwards to live in retire- 
ment, an habitude his advanced age, and fervice in diffe- 
rent climates, may be very naturally fuppofed to have 



probability draw on him, wrote to Mr. Wilkes (whom it^muft be 
remembered he afterwardis mod grofsly abufed) requefting him to nfe 
the intereft of his friends, with the admiral, fo that he miffht be per- 
fuaded to drop the profecution. Smollet, though in much agitation 
^nd fear for the event, concluded his letter in the following violent and 
unwarrantable terms — '* If that foolilh admiral has any regard to hit 
own character, he will be quiet rather than provoke furtlier the refcnt* 
meacorT.Smollctlll** 

lendered 
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rendered extremely neqeflary to his comfort. He died in 
England on the 9th of December 1777. 

The charader of this gentleman has, on a variety of 
bccafions, been much canvaifedy and on fome of them cer- 
tainly illtreated. With a better intention of benefiting his 
native country and thofc he gdverncd, than poffeflion of a 
manner of manifefling it to them, or perftiadins the world 
of the purity of his intentions, with a confiderable greater 
(hare of ability than thofe who were not really his friends 
were ready to allow him, with many othel* good points in 
his charaaer, which the caprice and injuftice of his anta* 
gonifls were ever anxious to difcourage the diibelief as to 
the exigence of, he paflfed, with the generality of mankind, 
for a tyrant, for one poffeited df a fpiritlefs and inadlivc 
mind, for a man who at bed, iif cautious of incurring 
cenfure, was, on the other hand, incapable of acquir- 
ing fame, or true renown. We hope it will be candidly 
admitted that the extreme fallacy on which fume of theie 
opinions are founded, has been fully eilablifhed; and if the 
fame degree of folid proof be wanting in regard ta the 
remainder, we may probably rather attribute it to an un- 
fortunate want of that particular kind of iiiformatioti 
which would enable us to controvert them, than to the 
abfolute nonexiftence of Aich adducible evidence. We 
ftri Aly and truly believe him to have been a man of fpirit, 
ability, and integrity ; but on the other hand we think him 
to have thought too highly of his own merit in regard to 
the two firily and to have wanted thofe conciliating, and 
complacent manners which are abfolutely neceflary to 
render even the ia(t« perfe£tly agreeable and acceptably 
to the generality of mankind. 

Whatever might be his failings he certainly moft amply 
expiated them by that turbid ftate in which he ever lived 
while in a public fituation ; and the whole of them may; 
to conclude his character, certainly be imputed topaflions 
too violent, and a want of thofe countervailing qualities 
which thole who experience the efFe£ls of them always 
exped, to render them properly endurable *. 

SCOTT, Honourable Henry,— ^afterwards third earl of 
Delorain, was the 2d fon of the lord Hcmy Scott, third fan 
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^ He married Mi ft Alleo, a lady of confidertble fortune, in the 
iibnd of Barbtdoes, oa the £3d of December 1740. 
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df the unfortunate James duke of Monmouthi and Ann« 
dutchefs of Buccleugh. His mother was Anne, daughter 
and heirefs of William Duncombe, of Battlefden, in the 
bounty of Bedford, efq. one of the lords judices of Ireland 
in 1693, and comptroller of the army accounts to queen 
Anne. Having betaken himfelf to a naval life, he was, 
after pafling through the feveral fubordinate ftations, ap- 
pointed, on the 31ft of April 1737, to be captain of the 
oeaford. He quitted the fcrvice at Lifbon in the month 
of April 1739, on receiving intelligence of the death of 
his brother, and his confequent accefTion to the title. 
This he did not long live to enjoy, dying fome time in 
the month of January 1740. He married Elizabeth, 
datighter of John Fenwick, efq. by whom he left two ' 
fons, Henry, afterwards earl of Deloraine, and the hon. 
John Scott. 

WATSON, Thomas, — was, on the 7th of OSober 
1737, appointed captain of the Antelope. We believe 
this gentleman either to have been bred up under the 
aufpices of Mr. Vernon, or to have acquired his efteem 
at an early period after he became a captain in the nary, j/-^ 
In the year 1739, he was appointed to command the ;;4. 
Burford, of fevcnty guns, under that admiral, whej 
failed on the memorable expedition againft Porto J 
the particulars of which have beeh already related at length 
in his life. When the reinforcement arrived from En^* 
land, and Mr. Vernon removed into the Princefs Caroline 
previous to his proceeding againft Carthagena, captain 
Watfon accompanied him into that (hip, ftill fervinjf 
under him as his captain. The particulars of this expe- 
dition have been already related at fome length in thfe 
lives of the admirals Bofcawen, Knowles, and bther 
gallant men, to whom, as older officers, a better chaifc^ 
of diftinguifhing themfelves, was, on various occafions^ 
allotted. It might therefore be no matter of wonder .if 
we had little to record, of fo young a capt^n. admg 
under the immediate eye of the commander-in-chief, tb- 
whom, whatever is praifeworthy or memorable, generally 
is attributed by the hiftorian. It is a fufficient proof c* 
worth, generally fpeaking, for a man to be feleded,. 
fo particularly, and pointedly as captain Watfon was by 
Mr. Vernon, but we are happy to add he had various 
opportunities of diftioguifhing himfelfbeyondthe ordinaiy 
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toutine of duty, iMhd we (hould hot tHlnk ''OCIlrfelVife 
juftified were we not briefly to enumerate tTiem.- '* • ■' * 

At the firft attaOk of the Barradei*a baneYy'Kc'eWfi- 
hnanded the boats which landed eaptairi fiofcawen 'andtne 
brave alfailantSi Oa k tepetiticJh of the- aiftuk \yh6h tlfe 
Spaniards hdd in part repaired the damage' done on the fiift 
occafion, he hitnfelf eomnKinded the ftorfping party ihayiifg 
under him the captains G6tes and I)eM^iy, Aid effedijolly 
deftroyed what the Spaniards had, by'e^ertion«.almoft Jh- 
credible, in part repaired. He nexfac'compariied cSg- 
tarn^fChowlesi who cotnmande^l thfe aflaiilt of f6TtSt,'*Jd- 
feph, and tnoft gallantly fuppbrtedliim^ not ohlyoifrtFiit 
occaflon, but alfo on the AibibqueAt one 't$f boarding -ajtfd 
taking poiTefiion of »the SpanJA adpitrars fhip, tfte 
GalliciJl. 

After the return of ifcie fleet toPort'Rojfeil, thePrinceft 
Caroline being one of the ffiips under' orders- to return fo 
Europe^ captain Watfdri ftxperiinccd a'Tec^^dreniovA^ 
with Mr. Vernon, into'thte'Boyne : 'he t^f courfe attertdAl 
his admiral in the unfucfcefsful e^peditite .which" foqn 
afterwards took pUce ag^lnfl; Cuba^,' ahd. continued io 
retain the fanae honouraWe^ftation as Ibng-as Mr.-Verndn 
himfetf remained in the Wetfc Indies* When the admjrkl 
returned to* Europe, captain* Wsltlbn was, foon after his 
arrival in England, appomtcd to thtf Northumberland, of 
feventy giins* This (hip was one of the fleet'ordered ont 
for Lilbon under the cothmand of fir Charles Hardy. 
This expedition was particCitarly unfortunate- both to the 
Korthuinberland and captain Watibn^ the ihip beiifg 
captured by the enemy, and he him(elf falling an unhappy 
vidim to an:«xcefs of grilaritry, which, if the followthg 
account' be thought i^ferviitg credit, bordered foQie^t^hit 
on rafllnefs* 

■ 

This relation is taken from a fiiort narrative of the 
aAion, written by an intelligent perfon who was.himfejf 
On board, arid publiibed it immediately after -his return 
from captivity. 

'^ May the 8th, being iti latitude 39 and 40, at five 
A. M. the admiral made a fignal for the Northumber- 
land to chafe a fail to the northward. We crowded all 
the fall we could fet, but could gain nothing on- the chace, 
having little wind aftd hazy weather. At twelve the gale. 

A a ;» frefltieacdy 
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frtilhened, but we could not get within gun*(hot. At two 
the admiral made a ^gp^^ ^^^ us to leave oiFchacing and 
come into the fleet. The captain was acquainted with it 
but would not obey. I know not his reafon for it. About 
, three we had a hard (bower of rain, with a brifk gale and 
very thick weather. At four, the weather clearing 
away, we loft fight of the chace, and difcovered three 
fhips (leering to the weftward, two of them appearing to be 
large (hips of equal force with us, the other a (nip of 
about tvi^enty guns, at about a league diftance. On view- 
ing them the mafter faid they were (Irangers ; that two of 
them were warm»(ided (hips, and that the other had a 
whole tier of guns. He perfuaded the captain to tack and 
(land for the fleet, which he refvfed, faying, he was re« 
folved to fee what thofe fellows were made of. He 
ordered the men to unlath the gups, and clear (hip^ which 
we had not time to do. On our bearing down to them 
they immediately brought to under their top-fails, and 
hoifted £ngli(h colours, but on. our nearer approach thefe 
were changed to French ; the headmoft (hip hoifted a 
broad white penda.nt, and run her guns out. We bore 
down upon her fo precipitately that our fmall fails were 
not ftowed, nor our top;- gallant fails furied, before the 
enemy began to fire on us. At the. fame time we had 
the cabbins cleared away ; nor were the hammocks 
ftowed as they ought to have been. In (Iiort, we had 
nothing in order. 

<* At five o'clock we came up with the Content, the 
commodore's (hip, of fixty-two guns. She threw he* 
whole fire fmall and great into us, without doing us any 
damage. Our captain would not ftop here, nor take any 
notice of it ; but ordered us to bear for the Mars, of 
fixty-four guns, which (hip was fomewhat to leeward of 
us. This was a great mifcarriage in the afiion, for had 
we kept clofe to the firft (hip, in all probabiU^ we (hould 
have difabled her before her confort could nave got to 
her relief; and at the fame time been asprepared for the 
other. Thus leaving her and bearing for the other gave 
them the opportunity of fupporting each other in the 
attack they made on us, and alfo enabled the fmall (bi'p 
to lie under our ftern. 

'^ On receiving the fire, from the G)nteAV our 
people gave three cheers, and we ourfclves began the 
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a€lion by firing on the Mars. The fire was conti* 
mied by our people on the difFerent fhips, as we could 
bring our guns to bear on them. After the a£lion had 
continued (ome time, the men were (hot at the helm: 
the proper officer that (hould have been on the Quarter* 
deck to aflift the captain not appearing, the helm was 
negleded, and the fhip for a time thrown into the wind* 
fo that (he lay expofed to the enemy to a£t by her as they 
pleafed, we not being able to bring a gun td bear on 
them. They ranged up to pour their whole fire into us, • 
towards night and the Mars bearing for us, it was thought 
(he intended to board us, we therefore endeavoured to 
fet our main-fail, but were prevented, our lee-(heet being 
cut by a (hot. Being prepared by having a whole broad* 
(ide ready, it was difcharged at once into her* She being 
much wounded, bore away and troubled us no more; we 
then prepared to receive the other (hip, who now benn 
to attack us on the (lar-board quarter : this being the nrft 
time they had attacked us on that fide, their fire feemed 
only intended to favour the retreat of their confort. The 
night Came on. We returned their fire; which had now 
continued upwards of three hours, and all judged we had 
the beft of it ; when there was a fudden call from the quarter 
deck, ** leave firing, we have ftruck.'* This occafioned a 

freat condernation : no one would believe but that the 
rench had (truck, as we faw no apparent reafon on our 
(ide for doing fo. The French (Kll firing, the fame was 
returned, and a whole broadfide was preparing, when there 
was a fecond exclamation of '^ damn the rafcals, leave 
firing, ai>d houfe your guns^ we have ftruck ;" I believe 
by the fnafter. 

*f 'We captain was brought juft at that time mortally 
wounded from the quarter-deck : and, leaning againft the 
mizen-mafty the maftc^r faid, ^^Sir, what will you do; for 
God's fake coafider your men, they are all killed or 
wounded ; we have not a man left to do any thing ; we 
have none but dead and wounded men ; we can do no^ 
thing J we lie here to be (hot it,"-^with liiany fuch like 
words. The gunner begged In the like hianner, adding, 
^^ We (hall gil be killed, they are going to' rake us fore and 
aft. Dear cgptain Watfoii (trike ( let us cut away the maft, 
we (hall be re-taken to-^morrowi let usdifable the (hip:" 
•«vwhich woiikl fa(ive been put in in^eattionjt had they not 
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been prevented by the people. The carpenter at thU 
came and reported, that the Ihip was as found as ever in heiF 
hull ; and tliat (he had not made.onc inch of water. I'he 
captain would not hearken to any thing; bidding the cre^ 
put the (hip beforje the wind, and to keep to their defence. 
fie was carried down to the purfer's cabbin to have hiq 
wounds dre(red ; and knew not ths^t th^ (hip v?as givei^ 
up till he faw the Frenchmen on board." 

Having thu$ related the plain and melancholy fad, ouv 
author proceeds in |:he fame fair and artl^fs manner to 
account for the misfortune that befel his too brave, an4 
defperatc commander. 

*^ It muil appear very plain to any one that he^rs the 
true ftatement of the a£lion» that the captain never oncfi 
thought of a furreiKier of the (hip ; for had he I^nown 
when the colours had been ftruck, and agreed theretO| 
there would have been no occafipn for the mafter or gunner 
to beg of him to do that he had confented to bpfore. The 
c|ptain was not in his proper fenfes when the aSion be-r 
gan, in confequence of a fall, in which he had fra&ure4 
lus (kull fome time before. His mouth wqs drawn ^fidp 
in a flrange manner; and a fmall quantity of liquor reya- 
dered him quUe incapable of duty, as was his unhappy iate 
that day. Exppfmg himdif top publicly on the axmschcft,^ 
he became an eafy inark to be (hot ^t, and afterw^df 
growing faint from his wounds, hp could not exert hioi- 
ftlf as he would have done, having no afliftapce from ^hofe 
\yhofc duty required it, he too late faw his f rror." 

He afterwards candidly (tares the little necedity there 
was for the furrender at the time it aftwally took place. 

" Thus was given up to the enemy one of the bell 
(hips in the navy of England, when thei'e was no real 
neceflity for doing fo. It is trup the mate was wo^nded9 
the fails and rigging torn to pieces, and about feyenty naen 
killed and wounded ; that w^s the word flate. On the 
other hand we had a (li:png ^rave (hip ; no leaks to ftop; 
iip damage done to our hull : we had men left that were 
able apd willing to fight opr gups ; and wpulcj have held it 
out to (he jad, if there had been one officer in the poft.tbat 
would have taken the command. Added to this, it was 
night, and fo dark that the enemy knew not that the colo^uni 
were {}rucl| ; tiie people did, and would.bave continued the 

a4|i^n lop29^' bfii) tiW> ^^^ ^^^^ farced cp leave off, the 
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enemy being called to for quarter, and defiredL to >conve 
on board with their boats, I believe by the mafter." 

The foregoing account is too explicit relative to thU 
unhappy tranfadion, to render much explanation, ox 
addition to it, on our p^rt, neceflary. Captain Watfoa 
appears to have facrificed every consideration in the hop; 
of fignaltfmg himfelf, by at leaft the difcomfituie of twp 
fhips, each of which were in force nearly equal to his 
own. He was unhappily deceived in his attempt, which 
certainly would have been confidered as an a£t of conlum* 
mate bravery, had it been fuppofed, within the bounds o£ 
poiTibility, for fortune to have favoured his attempt* That 
not being the cafe, thole who would have rejoiced in the 
former iniiance When beftowing on him that tribute of 
applaufe juftly due to a gallant a£t, were compelled to be 
content with the fileni tear of compaflSon for the unhappjr 
fate of a raih and defperate man. Though grievoully 
wounded, his fall was rendered ftill more melancholy by 
his having lingered in extreme mifery for fome days after 
the a£lion, and even lived to be carried into an enemy's 
port. He died in France on the 4th of June 1744. In^ 
maderof thefhip,who is fo much, and, apparently, (bjufUy 
refleded on in the foregoing account, was tried for having 
Surrendered the ihip unneceflarily, and was fentenced to 
l>e imprifoned for life in the marflialfea. 
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. COOPEKf ThQ"^^^9T*^^> ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ November 
^738, pjro^^KXed to be cajptain of the Solebay frigate. H^ 

tji^mMnei: in the fame vefi^l opiy till the month of Jiinc^ 

^)l0wing; and we have not been, able to difcover what 

qommand he again held till after the retujrn of the Channel 

fleet, commanded by fir John >forris, into port, at tb^ 

oonclufipn of the year 1740, Captain Cooper was th^ 

Hppoint^ to the Dunkirlc, of fi^ty guns, on that fiiip 

bemg pjrder^d, with. twenty othefS| totbc We0 l^ndesi u% 

A » 4 . ' a rein* 
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a reinforrCTUcnt to Mr. Vernon prcvio'is to the attack of 
Cartbagena, which, as is well knriwn, tock place at the 
beginning of t.hc year 1 7 di . We fin J him err ployed under 
captain, afterwards fir Charles Knowles, in reconnoiter* 
ing and foun'iing the entrance of the harbour, which is the 
only particular mention made of him while abfent on the 
above fer\"ice. 

When Mr. Vernon, aft^r the return of the fleet into 
Port Royal, had made the neceflary ariangements and 
difpofifions of his fhips on different fervices, and formed 
a Iquadron, outqf thofe, which remained under his com* 
mand, for the attack of the ifland of Cuba, the Dunkirk 
was one of the fhips left behind for the prote^lion of Ja- 
maica, under the command of commodore Davers. Capt; 
Cooper returned to England not long afterwards, and was 
immediately appointed to the Chefter, which as well as the 
Dunkirk, was a fourth rate, but of inferior force. He was, 
as we believe, ordered for the Strcights, as we find him 
concerned, with feveral other commanders, whom we know 
to have been on that ftation, in the capture of a very large 
Spanifh fhip, called the St. Jofeph, on the 2d of Sept. 1742. 
He was not lonqj after this time, ordered to the Mediter* 
ranean, an(f there promoted to the Stirling Caftle, a third 
rate of 70 t'un*, in which fhip he ferved, under Mr. Ma- 
thews, being Rationed, in the encounter with the French 
and Spanifh (hipsofFToulon, tolead Mr. Rowley 'sdivifion, 
which, in confeqi|cnce of the fleet having engaged on the 
larboard tack> |^^ ^he van. His behaviour on that pcca* 
lion was fo much complained of that he was brought to a 
court-marfial on the I2t|i of May following, at Mahon, 
and fentenced to be difmilfed th^'fervjce. This appears 
to have been one <>f thofe too ftri£l and fevere inflidioni 
of punifhrncnt whicl) the jealous rules am) honour of the 
feryice rcnijercd perhaps neceflary, fo that, though we do 
not by any means wim to refleft on the integrity, judge* 
mcnt, and candour of thofe by whom he was tried and 
fentenced : vet it is a neceflary piece of juftic^ to the 
charadter or captain Cooper, tq obferve, that although he 
mi^ht be very legally found to have tranf^refled thofe rules 
and orders, the obfervance of which arc fo iftriftly impofed 
by the duties of his ftation, yet, viewed in a general itght, 
atid abilfa£led from fuch general cuftoms, his condu^ 
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nuift appear to have been in the higheft degree meiito^ 
rious. 

An anonymous but very fenfible author relates this very 
tranfadion at fome length, and in the following terms. 

^* Monfieur de Court perceiving that, if vice-admiral 
Leftock (hould take his (iation,the Spanifh divifion muft 
be entirely defeated, was intent on their prefervation, and 
at three of the clock made the (ignal for the van to tack, 
and go to {he afliftance of the rear, imagining he had then , 
4 fair opportunity of inclofing admiral Mathews between 
two fires; but this fignal was not put in ej^ecution till 
very late, becaufe commodore Gabaret was prevented 
from tacking by the vigilance of the Stirling Caftle,. 
Warwick, NaiFau, and Chatham, who, while commodore 
Gabaret was endeavouring to gain the weather gage, kept 
fo well to windward as to prevent the French from iack>-. 
iiig fo foon as they would have done. At length, in fpite 
of the endeavours of captain Cooper, who commanded th« 
Stirling Caflle to the contrary, the van of the French 
fquadron tacked about five, which obliged rear-admiral 
Rowley to tack alfo, with a view of joining the center, 
yrhich otherwife muft have been overpowered by tke fu- 
periority of the French." 

The commiflioners of the I|dmira1ty, as well as the 
commanding officer of the fleet, appear to have confi* 
dered the fentence already related, as an a£l of neceflity, 
pierely paiTed /r^/^rm/^i, and not as a punifhment intend* 
edly infilled on a well-founded charge of mifcondud.' 
Captain Cooper was immediately reftored to the fervice 
by order of the bos^rd, and continued in the Stirling 
Caflle. He was afterwards detached on many honourable 
^nd confequential fervices by Mr. Rowley, who, after the 
recall of Mr. Mathews, fucceeded him in command. He 
yras in particular fent to bombard and deflroy the different 
towns, on the coaft of Italy and the ifland of Corfica, 
beloogijfig jto the Cenoefe*| who had drawn on themfelves 

the 

* He waf alfo particularly adive and fortunate in dtftreffiag the 
commerce of that republic, as appears by the foilowing extraft of a 
k(tcr, da(e4 Florence,. Augvfi 31, 174^. 
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the juft refentment of the Britiih court, by wantonly de« 
daring againft the queen of Hungary. Commodore 
Cooper executed this fervice with much precifion and fpirit, 
fo that, though it is hardly poffible to uippofe his charac- 
ter had fuflered in the fmalleft degree with men of can* 
dour ; yet, notwithfianding the improbability of it, sdr 
mitting that to have been really the cafe, his fubfequent 
condufi mud have totally eil^ced the idea. 

We do not find any mention made of him in the line 
of adive fervice after his return from the Mediterranean. 
On the 25th of January 1752, he was appointed com- 
miflioner of the vidualling-office : this he refigned early 
in the year 1755? and was appointed extra-commiffioner 
of the navy ; and was, in the courfe of the fame year, ad- 
vanced to be commiffioner refident at Chatham. He held 
this ftation till the year 1763, and then retired on the ufual 
penfion granted to officers of that rank. He died in the 
courfe of the year 1770. 

DEERING, Griffin.— The life of this gentleman, as 
a naval commander, was extremely fhort, being only 
known as having been, on the aSth of November 1730, 
appointed captain of the Tyger. He died in England 
fome time in the month of January 1740. 

N.B. We do not find the n^meof this gentleman in- 
ferted in any lift as a captain in the navy, except that 
publiflied by rear-admiral Hardy, 

• DENT, Digby (2d), — the fon of captain Digby Dent, 
of whom we. have before given fome account in this vo- 
lume, page 57. He was appointed captain of the Kinfale 
frigate on the 9th of June 1738. In the following year 
he commanded the Hampton Court, of feventy guns, ai 
captain under commodore Brown, in the Weft {ndies, at 
the fuccefsful and memorable attack made on Porto Belk>. 
He remained in the fame fhip after Mr. Brown qiiittedit, 

*' Laft week h\$ Britannic majeff y^ ihip, the Stirling Caflle, cpi|i* 
itaanded by captain Cooper, was obliged to put into Legliprn by bt4 
weather; fome days before, theyfent into that port two Dutch ibipfl, 
hound to Genoa: one from Liiboo, with cffcQs belonging to Qcooa^ 
the other from Rocbelle, with cocd for that port j likewiie 9 Geqpere 
fettee, under the Pope's colours. He afterwards t>oiBbar(iK£d ,the city 
und cajflle of Baflia, and compelled the marquis de Mari, wbo'com« 
manded there with a garrifon of fi]^ hundred xncD| tq abandon it, an4 
retire to Calvi." 

an4 
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fmi returned to England. 'On the expedition undertaken 
}>y Mr^ Vernon againft Carthagena, in 1741 > he ftill con- 
tinued in the Hampton Court, ^nd was ftatiooed in the ^ 
line as one of the (econds to commodore Leftock • He is 
l2Pt otherwife particularly noticed. After the failure of that 
expedition, the Hampton Court being one of the (hips 
under orders to return to Europe with Mr. Leftock, he 
removed into the Tilbury^ .of fixty guns, and failed 
i^ the month of July, with Mr. Vernon, when he made 
bis fruidefs attempt on the ifland of Cuba. Captain 
Pent probably remained, principally, if not entirely, on 
the fame' ifation till nearly the conclufion of the war : 
hut we find no mention whatever made of him till the pnd 
of the year ^^747, when he was commodore of the fmall 
fquadron then on the Jaoaaica flation, and was fortunate 
enough to m^ke prizes of feveral (hips belonging to the 
French convoy, from the ifle of Aix, which was fo fuc- 
cefsfully attacked by rear admiral Hawke in the month of 
Qftober. The Weafl^ floop being difpatched to the Weft 
Indies with infofmation of that event, commodore Dent 
put to fea on a cruife oif St. Domingo, and, as already 
relaited, fuccefsfully. The arrival of rear-admiral 
Knowles not long afterwards, put a period to his com- 
mand-in-chief ; but he iremained on the fame Aation, and 
in the beginning of the year 174)! was captain of the Ply- 
mouth, of G^ty guns, the (hip he had before his temporary 
hroad pexidant on board of, one of the fquadron under 
that admiral, which attacked and took pofieflion of port 
LfOuis, in the iiland of Hifpaniola, and afterwards failed 
in the aifault of St. Jago de Cuba. A charge of mifcoQ- 
^£l', on the part of captain Dent, was urged by the rear- 
admiral, as the principal if not entire caufe of his ill- 
fuccefs, with what truth the world will be able to decide 
after reading the ihort and well authenticated account, 
given by Campbell, of the foregoing tranfa&ion. 

** Admiral Knowles havine entirely deilroyed the fort, 
refumed his formcf defign againft St. Ja^ de Cuba, where 
Ke arrived on the 5th of April. The riymouth and the 
Cornwall were ordered to enter the harbour, but finding 
a boom acrofs, ^,n4 iFour vefiels filled with combuiiibles, 
after firing a few broadfides at the caftle they judged it 
pruden^ to defii^^ and \pe fquadron returned to Jamaica. 
^ Captain 
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Captain Dent, of the Plymouth, was afterwards, at ths 
reqiieil of the admiral, tried by a court-martial for not 
forcing the boom, and was honourably acquitted." 

The name of captain Dent does not again occur in 
afiive fervicc, nor could it be expeded, when we recoiled 
that an interval of nearly feven years peace fucceeded the 
event juft related. In 1756 he was appointed extra* 
commiflioner of the navy, and retained that ftation till his 
death, which happened, as we believe, in the month of 
June 1762; but Mr. Hardy, by miftakc^ phces it one 
year earlier. 

LEGGE, Honourable Edward,— was the fifth fon of 
William, iirft earl of Dartmouth, and the lady Anne 
Finch, third daughter to Heneage, earl of Aylesford. He 
was bom in the year 1710, and having made choice of a 
naval life, was, on the 31ft of May 1726, entered as a 
volunteer on board the Koyal Oak, of feventy guns, one 
of the (hips ordered, at tbeconclufionof the year, for Gibral- 
tar, which fortrefs was then threatened, by the Spaniard^ 
with a (lege. He was promoted to the rank, of lieutenant, 
on board the Deptford, on the 5th of March, 1 733-4- 
Having ferved in the (lations already mentioned, and ac- 
quired all the addition of charader confequent to an 
honourable and ftri£t difcharge of his duty, he was, on the 
a6th of July 173S, appointed captain of the Lively fri« 
gate* At the end of the following year he was promoted 
to the Pearl, and quickly afterwards to the Severn, of 
fifty guns, being ordered out, in 1740, under Mr. An« 
fon, who commanded the expedition deftined for the 
South Seas. Nothing very material happened, except 
what has been already related at length in the life of the 
commodore, till the fquadron arrived off Terr^ P'^I^ 
Fuego, the fouthern extremity of South America. 

A mod violent and continued tempeft reduced the 
fquadron, after it had proceeded thus far towards the place 
of its deftination, to the ereateft extremity of diftrefs; and 
after having, bv the molt laborious exertions, kept com-r 

Eny for feveral weeks with the reft of the (hips, captain 
sgge was at laft compelled, when off Cape Noir, together 
with the hon. camain Murray, in the Pearl, to put back 
to the Brafils. The (ituation of the Severn was particuv 
tarly defperate, the crew being fo much reduced by fick* 

nefs, 
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titts^j that we know not how fufficientlv to admire thofe 
indefatigable labours, and eiForts of the lurvivors, as well 
qfEcters, as feameny which enabled them to refid, for fo long 
a tttne, the fury of raging, and contrary winds, agitating 
and raifing a fea tremendous enough to have ftruck tli«i 
Ilouteil, and moft hardy crew with terror and difniay. 

Captain Legge returned to Europe after his weakened 
and difpirited people had, in fome meafure, recruited and 
recovered a fumcient degree of ftrength and vigour toenable 
them to navigate their (hip with (afety. At the end of 
the year 1744, he commanded the Strafford, of fifty guns, 
one of the fhips ordered for the Weft Indies under vice- 
admiral Davers. How he was employed in the interme- 
diate time we have not been able diftindly to make out, 
but believe him, during a part 6f it, to have commanded 
the Medway, of fixty guns, till that fhip was ordered 
to the Eaft indies wkh commodore Barnet. This, how- 
ever, is not very material, as the fervices, whatever they 
might be in which he was employed, have not been con- 



* Captain Legge gave the following account of his melancholy 
fituation, and the diftrefs his people had undergone, in a letter, dated 
Rio Janeiro, July the 4th, 1741. 

" The fquadron left St. Julian's the syth of February, and on the 
7th of March pafied the Streighu of La Maire with great fuccefs and 
fair weather; out the next day met with frefli gales, which from that 
time tncreafed to fuch very hard gales from N.N.W. to W.N.W. 
with fuch prodigious feas as exceeded any they had ever feen before, 
it tore their (hrowds and fails, and fprung their yards and mafts. 
On the loth of April they were in the latitude of 55 dcg. ^5 m. and 
longitude 01 deg. 54 m. That night they loft fight t)f the commo<- 
dore and all the fquadron, except the Pearl. On the lath, in the 
morning, thev faw the land at day break from the W.N.W. to the 
S.£. very hign, and not above five leagues diflant; upon fight of which 
they endeavoured to wear, which they were more than aq hour'befbre/ 
they could perform, and then flood to weftward as much as the winds' 
would permit them: but the wind coming to N.W. and by W. and 
W.N.W, and blowing almoft a continual (lorm for forty days toge* 
ther, with exceeding great fisas, they beat moft of the time under reef- 
ed courfes. On the ift of June they fpoke with a Portuguefe veflel 
. bound to Bahia, who told them Cape Frio bore W.S.W. 30 leagues; 
and on the goth of June, l^ the great mercy of God, they arrived fafe 
in this port, where they were received with exceeding great friendfliip 
and humanity, after having loft a great number of men by fatigue and 
ficknefs, amongft which lail were toe captain, iicuteoant, and enfign of 
Hit iovalidi. ■ 

.^ fequential 



i 
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fequemial enough tq caufe any detail commemoratfriB 
theniy even from thofe who had been beft acquainted with 
the circumftances of his life. The fame fpecies of mifl 
fortune which attended him when under the command of 
Mr. Anfon, appears, in fome meafure, though it muft be 
confeifed, in a Icfs violent degree, to have purftied him 
when on his voyage to the Weft Indies. He failed with 
Mr. Davers, from Portfmouth, on the i8th of November^ 
and parted from him, and the fquadron, in a violent gale of 
wind, during the following night. The weather conti- 
nued fo violent, and the m ind fo adverfe, that he was 
thirty-three day^ with the Enterprize, Merlin, and about 
twenty merchant (hips, on his palTage to Madeira, where 
he found his admiral, who had got in only three days be-« 
fore him. 

Matters now aflumed a more pleafant profped. S<f 
imfortunate occurrence appears to have retarded his far- 
ther voyage; and after his arrival in the Weft Indies b^ 
met with no fmall fuccefs in his different cruifes, having 
taken feveral prizes, two or more of which were of no 
inconfrd:?nbIe value. He returned to England in fome 
other (hip whofe name we know not, but moft prcboUy 
with a envoy, in the month of November or December; 
and in January 1746, vras appointed caprain of the 
Windfor, of fixty guns, a new Ihip juft off the ftocks. 
He continued in Europe during the who[e of the enfcing 
far ; but we find no other mention made of hinij except 
tittt he was one of the UEiembers of the Gourt-raaxtial 
coCLvened tor the trial of the admirals Leftock aod Ma- 
tltews. In 1*479 having :^in removed into feme other 
ftip, he W3S feet out to the Leeward Iilands GoaimockKe 
of a fmall fquoilrun \ but did not kx)g furvive this apponfr- 
meot, or a; leall his arrival 00 his tbtioa, dyii^ at Bar«> 
Wdocs on the 19th of September 17x7, hating, Aonh 
ab(ent, been juil befr*re riectcd reprefectative in par&- 
meat frvr the rown of Portfmouth- 

&L\ST£RS« HarcQort, — was the (on of fir ITjiijumL 
Matbers knight, who ferved tfe odbs of Oeriff cf L». 
in the y^ar 1718, and was afte i w mh c^ofen aMer* 
of Cokmxa-ftrrer ward. This genttemaa was^ qq 
the;jd of jdiruury 1738, appointed captaic cf the KiaJ 
&ijptc^ iawhkabe rr^nninrrf onlj tillti>e gaooiliaCJi 
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f^UmitBg. In 1-4.1 he wvoptsn of tbe Fcx _ ^ . 

Thi* b d'^s oolw cKfitioci w^ find coif of hfe, ^rtd bfr- 
lievc faaai to !a«^ ^ctirsd (bc?n arter the tmc rufS cxn* 
timed frccn t!fef ferrsce : ke peiet dKk fs ccctiBracd en the 
lift ct czpc^ins till the time of his dextfi, 211 cvctit whidl 
did Bcc hlpfKTi ti!I the 4lh of Sep t c m bc t 1761. 

QLlPriANT, JokB. — iva?, 00 6e iSrh cf Jc^, 
mrfwtntcd captvn c; the Falkbcd, of fiftr gxics, a fliip a 
Which wr find htm to ha[re cofAiziiKd nK ^fvsr ri^t trar 
1741 : hTw each kic^^r* we luKiir not, 35 we hair becK 
iKible to coBcd any cfhcr infocenaJlon ccoccrr.ing hiaa, 
except that he dLed m En^asi ca March 29* 17x3. 

POCOCK, Sir Geoffg?, — was the fca of dfie rt-^iend 
Tfaoraas Pcccck, A.M. cha^iia to Grtcnwich-hcfprta!, 

and WIcw cf the tcjjI (bcietj-. br : — , hi wifit, 

dwghlc f of Jirnes Mafter, efc- 23d Jokre his wife, ocljr 
tbcthter ct tr Ch^Ltep^€T Turr«r, knrght, one ot the 
harocis of tlae exchequer. teiRp. Charles the SecocxL He 
W35 horn cai the Mi of M«rch 1706 ; azsd harisg betakem 
Itiairelf to a earal life when ct*!]r twelve years of age, 
f?r\ed usder fir Geofge Bvng, who was hrsirnclc, dunzig 
his rtzj nsemorahtf expedition to Ae Meditemrean ia 
1718. He afterwards pafled throogh the diScraxt fub- 
€ K dil u te racks cf his pr^fefficn t with a charaScr we!l 
deferred for di* tir^ui Osel affidnitr. Oa the i SI of Aiizuft 
I'^jSy he was appoin^nI cspiaia of the AUborough fri-* 
gale, in whkrh rcScl he was, we belisTe, itnmcdiitelj 
aftcTwaids ordered to the Mediterranean, wbere he coctt* 
nnedy till the rear 17419 fenii^ under Mr. Haddock : in 
the xondi of Aiigoft 174^ he was ap^inted to the Wool, 
wich, and we fcppofc him to have cormmied ic duit fhip till 
lileTcar 1744; he wnstfaea captain of the Stxtherbcd, of 
50 goBB, andcarhr in theeniiiing Ijprii^ was ordered to the 
Eaft Indies. He failed from Plymouth in the month of 
Apfily accompanied br Lord Thossas Bertie, a (hip of 
the Cune force X ^i^ his own, having under their pTO^ 
tcdion four of the compar.v's ihips. 

10 hjT« bccB appoiaicd m the firS ift- 




f laffacBOochof A^iifl73t, be wai appoiaicd firft 
of Ae Hasor. 



I The GoCport, of Ibctf-fenr ffo^ykk a ooxber of ftips booed 



codi of Goinea. failed at ifce bmc liac, ao4 copiipiwd with 
till d^ iher oncscd tbe ilMid of Madeira. 

We 
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We have no account of him during the time he wif 
abicnt CD the flat ion juft mentioned ; indeed the general 
events of war in that quarter of the world were fo ex* 
tremely uninterefting, that it would have ^en fingubr if* 
we had«f After his return^ he was ordered to the Weft 
Indies, where, on the death of commodore Legge, he be* 
came commanding officer^ and diilingniflied himfelf ex- 
ceedingly at the latter end of the vtar 1748, by his adivitjr 
and judicious conduA in ftationmg his fqtiadron, for the 
purpofe of intercepting the French convoy from Europe *» 
which had been fo fuccefsfully attacked, immediately on 
Its quitting France, by rear-admiral Hawke. Nearly 
forty of the enemy's (hips fell into the hands of himfelf 
and his different cruifers, exchifive of thnfe captured, in 
confequence of their complete difperfion, by diflFerent 

Jrivateers. The war ending foon after this ftroke, Mr. 
ocock was not called again into fervice till the end of 
the year 17541 when he was ordered to the Eaft Indies^ 
with rear-aidmiral Watfon, being then captain of the 
Cumberland. The firft enterprize undertaken after their 
arrival was the reduAion of Geriah ; but in this Mr. 
Pocock does not appear to have been concerned. On the 
4th of February 1755 1, he was advanced to be rear-ad*^ 
xniral of the white ; and on the 4th of June in the enfuing 
year, was promoted to be rear of the red* The firft 
enterprize in which he appears to have been perfonally 
concerned, was the redudion of Chandernagore, the par- 
ticulars of which will be found in the life of Mr.Watfon, 
who was the iird in command. On the death of vice-ad- 
miral Watfon, an event which took place Aug. 16, I757f 
not long after the foregoing fuccefs, the chief command 
devolved on Mr. Pocock. He exerted himfelf with hb 
ufual ability to counterad the attempts of the enemy, who 



* See page 268* 

f Some have aflerted he was advanced to be a flag oficer before tike 
fquadron failed from England, 'this peifaapi may be troe, u it did 
not reach Boitibay til) the month of November, which ailowa^ mofie 
than fufficient time for it to have remained at home till after nil pro- 
motion : at liny rate he hoiCled his flag on board hia old fliip the 
Cumberlandi of fixty-lix goos* 

. were 
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\vtrc in fupcrior force to him. Nothing material, how- 
ever, took place during the remainder of the current 
year. 

On the 31ft of January 1758, he was farther advanced 
to be vice-admiral of the' red, and the change of the 
monfoons having rendered the appearance of the French 
fquadron in the Indian feas highlv probable, he prepared 
in the bcft manner his circumrtances would admit of, 
againft fuch an event. He was jpined in Madras road 
by commodore Stevens, with a reinforcement from En- 
gland on the 24th of March, and the (hips which then 
arrived, as well as thofe before under his command being 
re-eouipped, he put to fea on the 17th of April, with 
the following force, having previoufly removed his flag 
into the Yarmouth, x 



Ships. 



Guns; Men. 



The Yarmouth 64 540 < 

i 



Elizabeth 64 

Cirttiberland 66 

Weymouth 60 

Tyger 60 

Newcaftle 50 

&lifbury 50 



49S 

520 

420 
400 

350 
300 



Commanders, 
vice-admiral Pococfc 
captain Harrifon 
commodore Stevent 
captain Kempenfelt 
captain Brereton 
Kich. Vincent 
Thos. Latham 
George Leggc 
John Somer/et 



- "With the Queenborough frigate and ProteSor florcfhip. 

As it was the admiral's intention to get to windward of 
fort St, David's in hopes of intercepting the French fqua- 
dron, which from the mo/f recent intelligence, he na4 
every reafon to exped daily, would arrive on the coail, ht 
fteeredfor Negapatam, which port he made on the 28th, 
and running along fhore on the following morning fof 
fort St. David's, difcovered about half paft nine o'clock, 
7 fhips getting under fail from the road, and two which 
were cruifing in the offing. This was the fquadron he was 
in fearchof, commanded by the count d'Ache, and in cont- 
fequence of his not anfwering Mr. Pocock's private fig* 
nals a general c^hace immediately commenced. The enemy 
having CQlleded their force, about twelve o'clock formed 
the line of battle ahead on the {larboard tack^ llaodinglQ 
Vol.. IV. Bb ' th« 
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the caftward under their topfails, with the wind nearly 
fouth i Mr. rocock immediately made the fignal for his 
ihips to form, and^'lood towards his antagoniih. As foon 
as this manoeuvre was executed, and his mips had got to- 
lerably well into their feveral ftations, about three o'clock 
the van of his fcjuadron * being then nearly within 
random (hot of the enemy, he bore down on the 
Zodiaque of 74 guns, on board which (hip M. d*Ach4 
himfelf, hoiftedi a cornette or diftinguilhing pendant, at 
the mizen topmaft head. 

Some of the (hips compoHng the rear of the BritKh 
fquadron, appeared at this time remarkably dilatory in 
getting up^ the Cumberland, N«wcaftle, and Weymouth, 
were tour or five miles aftern t, but the admiral, together 
with the (hips ahead refolutely perfevered, notwithftanding 
this difcouragine circumftance, in attempting to clofe 
with their advertaries, and although Mr. rocock was in 
particular, obliged to receive the fire of the different 
French (hips aftern of their commander in chief, as weH 
as of the count d'Ache himfelf, he did not return the hof- 
tile falute, or make the fignal for engaging till he had got 
within half mu(ket (hot. In a few mmutes after the 
engagement commenced, he made the fignal for clofe 
adion, this was immediately, and moft fpiritedly obeyed 
by all the (hipd in the va^, but thofe in the rear already 
pointed out, ftill kept aloof. About half paft four, the 
admiral finding the rear of the French line had drawn 
almoft clofe up with the Zodiaque, Repeated the fignal 

* In the admiral's journal it is fpecified, that a (faort tiane before 
thi«, he called the Qu^cnborough frigate within hail, and ordered 
that all her marines fhoM be fent on board the Cumberland, and 
90 of her feamen on board the Tyger, thofe being the t%vo fliips ta 
h«s line worft manned. So that every poilible precaution which pni« 
^ence or a£Uvitv could fuggeft, were taken by him, to put his whole 
force in the beft condition for annoying or oppofing the enemy. 

t It is alfo (bted in the fame journal, that at (even mioatcs paft 
three, obferving fome (hips too wide of the enemy, the Ggnal wti 
made for a cloie engagement, which was complied with by the flupi 
•head of the Cuinberland. He faw with concern, that the Newcaftlt 
and Weymouth did not come properly into a6lion with the (hips oppo* 
fite to them the whole time, wnich gave the French (hips aftern of their 
commander in-chief^ an opportunity of lying on the Admiral's quar^ 
ter, who fometimci had three (hips on him at once, ind nerer leik 
than i^o* 

for 
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for the Cumberlandi Ncwcaftle, and Weymouth, to make 
(ail and clofe the enemy, who now appeared threatning 
to furround him, the Eiiglifli captains appeared in Tome 
degree, willing to atone for their former delay, but before 
they were able to execute the orders laft given, the French 
chef d'Efcadre unwilling to continue a conteft the event 
of which he feared, in cafe the (hips which were coming 
up, did their duty, broke the line and put before the wind^ 
running to leward of thofe (hips of his own iquadron 
which were ahead of him. His fecond aftern, who had 
rendered him efTential fervice during the aSion, by lying 
the whole time on the Yarmouth's quarter, immediately 
ihot up along fide of Mr. Pocock, but after difcharging 
his broadfide, followed the example of his principal in 
command, and bore away alfo, the two remaining fhip% 
in the rear a£led precifely in the fame manner, and the 
van itfelf of the enemy's fquadron, bearing away in a 
few minutes afterwards, the admiral hauled down the 
iignal for the line, and hoifted that for a general chace. 

The Englifli (hips * which had been engaged, were by 
this time extremely difabled in their marts and rigging, 
the Yarmouth in particular, could not with every poflible 
exertion keep up with her companions. The admiral, 
therefore Immediately fent one of his officers to the Cum« 
berland, and the rert of t}ie fhips artern, which were ia 
perfect good order, not having been at all in a6lion, or- 
dering them to purfue with all poffible expediton, and 
engage any of the enemy's (hips they could get up with. 
The French fquadron was between the hours of five and 
£x, reinforced by the Compte de Provence of 74 guns, 
and the Diligent frigate of 24, which had not been hi- 
therto in adion, having juft returned from Pondicherry, 
whether they had convoyed the well known count Lally, 
This circumrtance, the injury fuftained by the greater part 
of the fquadron, and above all, the approach of evening, ' 
induced the admiral to leave ofFchafe, and haul clofe upon 
a windf in the hope ^ weathering the enemy during the 
night, and by thsit means coaipelling them to renew the 
engagement m the morning. The (^eenborough frigate 
was accordingly ordered ahead to attend them, and make 

III— ■■■■■■ • m >mm ■ ■<■ . ■ 

* The £lizabetb| Tyger, Saliikury, and Yarmouth. 
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. the neccflary fignals to the fquadron, but the enemy nei- 
ther (hewing any lights, nor making any fignals thenS^ 
felves, far as could be obferved, during thfe night, eflFefted 
their efcape for that time, and in the morning j^rere totally 
out of (ight. 

Mr. Pocock imagined the enemy had on the their part 
fucceeded in weathering the Britiih fquadron, in confe- 
quence of their being lefs difabled, and in a condition to 
carry a greater prefs of fail, but continued neverthelefs, 
to purfue them in the courPe he deemed mod likely to 
overtake them. Finding, however, all his endeavours 
incffeflual, he came to an anchor about three leagues tcf 
the northward of Sadras on the morning of the I ft of 
'May, and immediately fent an officer on (horc to tTie 
chief of that fettlement for intelligence. He had the fa- 
tisfa£lion of learning on his return, that the Bien Aime 
of feventy-four guns, one of the fineft fhips belonging to 
the enemy, had received fo much damage in the preced- 
ing encounter, that the crew were obliged for the prefer- 
vation of their own lives, to run her on (hone a little to 
the fouthward of Alemparve, where the remainderof their 
fquadron were faid to be then. at anchor. They were re- 
.ported to have had nearly 600 men killed, and a greater 
number wounded, while the lofs on board Mr. Pocock's 
fquadron amounted only to about thirty killed, and ninety 
wounded. 

The French retreated to Pondicherry, and the Englifll 
(hips put into Madras to refit, the re-equipment of the 
different (hips was attended to with the greateft alacrity, 
fothat by the loth of May, the mofl material damaged 
being repaired, and the crews reinforced by an hundred • 
and twenty recovered men from the hofpital, together 
with eighty lafcars furnifhed by the governor of Ma- 
dras, the fquadron was enabled to put to fea. Mr. 
Pocock refolved to attempt working up to fortSt. Davids, 
. which was known to be at that time befieged, and n^uch 
prelFed by the French, but was not able to eflfeft this 
purpofe, beingpreventedby various accidents, and impe- 
diments, cncreafed as well by ftrong wefterly windsj as 
by a current running to the northward, thefe obliged him 
to come to an anchor off Alemparve on the 26th of July, 
hut weighing again, pn the 30th he was off Pondicherry, 
and pa the enfuing morning, the French fquadron whicll 

had 
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. had lain there ever fincc the 5th of that month, flood out 
of the road and made their efcape, notwithftanding every 
effort of the admiral to clofe with, and bring them to 
adion. 

On the 6th of June, Mr. Pocock received the difagre* 
able intelligence of the furrender of fort St. David, in 

' oonfequence of i^hich he deemed it prudent to return to 
Madras, in order to water and procure other neceilaries^ 
of which the fquadron flood in need. On their arrival at 
this place, the vice-admiral caufed the conduct of thpfe 
captains whofe behaviour he deemed repr^henfible, to be 
enquired into by a court martial, which fentenced captaia 
Nicholas Vincent, to be difmifled from the command of 
the Weymouth, captain George Legge to be cafliiered, 
and captain William Brereton. to lofe a years rank a^ 
poft captain. This difagreeable, though indifpenfible 
duty, being completed, the admiral once more quitted 
Madias m fearch of the enemy on the twenty-fifth of 
July ; on the tweftty-fixth being off Alemparve he came 
to an anchor there,- and ordered in all the boats of 
the fquadron, 'to attempt either the capture or deftrucr 
tion > of a fnoW' and feven chilingo^s, the fnow was 
laden with firewood for the ufe of the garrifon of Pondi- 
cherry, ind the chelengoes had. been Tent from thence with 
ordnance flores and cannon, bujt had landed their cargoes 
before xhe arrival of the" Engiifli fquadron. This little 
eflterprifesi jwras, however, very fuccefsful in all other rc^ 
fpd6l6, thft chdingoes being fet on fire, and the fnow^ 
brought off. - • ^ 

- ' Onthe 27th in the evening, the.admiral had worked up 
Mitithin three leagues of Pondicherry, where the enemy's 

/fqutriiron'/confifling of eight flyps of the line and a fri- 
gate wassdifcovered at srnchor. The count d*Achc did 
not appear to have the fmallefl inclination of coming to 
aii (idioti that evening; and about' ten the next morning, 
'h« got under* fari flanding to the fouthward in hopes of 
:^iftg able to avoid^he Britifli fquadron from the adyan- 
t^geile poflefled in having the land breeze. Mr. Pocock 
vVeH' aware that the only means of bringing fo ftiy and 
cavit^oys tMi enemy to. action, was by pofleffing himfelf 
of the we^tbtc^ gage, iinmediately made the figinal for a 
•general chace, but the «nemy!s ibips having a manifeft 
iuf€tiot\iy, as Wtter failers, he was not able to clofe 
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, with them, although he chaced as far as Porto Novo, where 
he loft fight of them. On the 30th, he difcovered and drove 
on (hore, about two leagues to the northward of the port 
juft mentioned, a fhip bound to Pondicherry laden with 
ilores, ammunition, and cannon, the veffel was after- 
wards fet on fire by the boats of the fquadron, 9nd proved 
a very ferious lofs to the enemy, who were much in wani 
of the articles (he was freighted with, and were totally 
deftitute of fpecie to purchafe a fecond fupply from the 
Dutch, who had before ferved them with the articles above 
ilated, as in a matter of trade. 

Mr. Pocock keeping clofe along the coaft, had once 
more fight of the enemy on the fim of Auguft. He was 
then oflF Tranquebar, *and by carrying a prefs of fail, at 
one o'clock on the next day had confiderably neared 
them. It appeared to all next to an impoflibility that the 
enemy coiild any longer avoid an action. The French 
chef d'efcadre himfelf appeared to have taken a refolu* 
tion of bringing on a ferious conteft; but this was 
merely a feint in order to trifle away the time, and 
enable him to get off. He formed his line of battle at 
a confiderable diftance, by.occafionally edging down, and« 
afterwards hawling upon a wind, with an apparent inten-» 
tion of keeping his line in regular order, in ihort, bv 
pra£lifing every manoeuvre that could imprefs the 6riti(n 
admiral with an opinion that he ferioufly meant to pome to 
aAion : he delayed the time till half an hour paft fix in the 
evening, when crouding all the fail he could carry, and 
hauling clofe to the wind, ftanding to the fouth ea^^ 
he completely baffled every attempt and hope on ^ part 
of the Britifh to bring on an engagement : all the mips 
under his command being totally out of fight of thett 
purfuers, and on the next morning were not viCble t!9t^ 
from the maft head. ' 

Mr. Pocock though difappointed, did not yet abandon hi$ 
point, the event in a great meafure proV^ the prudeno^ 
and propriety of his perfeverance ; tor on the tollowing 
day he again difcovered their fquadron, and immediateljr 
prepared for adion. On the third o^ Aug. at five in thie 
mornjng he was ftill in fight of the enemy, who were about 
a league to windward of Negapatam* The action itfelf 
which then took place, as weU as the events immediately 

piecediiig 
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i)re€eding it, will probably be beft explained by the foU 
owing extrad from an authentic journal kept on board 
the admirals (hip. y 

* Auguft the 2d 1758, moderate breezes ^nd fair wea'-^ 
ther, the wind from S. to S. W. at one thp enemy w^s * 
edging down upon us in a line of battle abreaft, the com* 
mandmg (hip under her three top-fails on the cap, ap* 

E eared to be clofe reefed, and ileenng for our center. At 
alf paft one the Cumberland being pretty well up, we 
made the fignal for the line of battle ahead, at two it fell 
little wind, and came round to the fouthward. About three 
ourlinewas well formed, and we (lood totheeaftward under 
our top- fails, thefoce top- fail full, the main top- fail fquare, 
the mizen top-fail fometimes full and fometimes aback, 
as the different (hips (lations in the line required. At three 
we made the fignal to fpeak with the iire-(hip, and foon 
after with the Queenborough ; all this time the enemy con- 
tinued bearing down on us with the fame fail, and our 
fquadron continued in a very regular clofe line. At five 
the enemy's van was on our beam, at about two miles dif- 
tance, and about an hour after, they made fome (ignab, 
hauling their wind almoft immediately; the van (hip 
hoided her top-fails, and fet htr courfes ; the com« 
manding (hip hoifted her top-fails, hauled her fore tack on 
board, and (tood clofe upon a wind to the S. E. in about 
ten minutes. When that (bip had got before our beam, 
we made the fignal for our van to fill, and (land ob, which 
we did with the whole fquadron under our top-fails and 
fore-fail, making the proper fignals for keeping the line 
during the night. The enemy from dark, to 11 o'clock, 
made feVeral fignals by guns, and j udging by the found, they 
were firing on our quarter, concluded they had tacked, 
upon which, a little before twelve, we made the fignal to 
wear, and wore with the whole fquadron, making fail 
to-the weftward. 

* Aug. 3, 1758, moderate and fair weather. At fouy 
A. M. the Salifbury made the fignal for feeing four fail to 
the north weft. At five A. M. we faw the French fqua- 
dron about three ipiles to the weftward of us, in a line 
of battle ahead, (landing to the fouthward, we then 
made the fignal for the Ime of battle ahead, which was 
tery foon formed. At fix Negapatam bore W. S. W, 

Bb4 b*lC 
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half W. diftance about three leagues, f : At eight iDinotcs 

Eaft feven we made the fignal for the Tjger and Cum- 
erland to make more fail. At twenty minutes pad (evea 
iRre flood to the S. E. in a well formed liney the enemy Is 
van at the fame time bearing W. half N. diftant about 
four miles. At half paft ei^t the enemv's van began to 
edge down upon us. At 40 minutes paft eight made the 
fignal for the Tyger and Elizabeth to change places in 
the line : and at forty five minutes paft nine the Tyger 
made the Saliftmry's fignal to clofe the line. At ten 
the enemy bore away, as if they intended to run under the 
ftem of the rear of our line. At ten minutes after, we naade 
the fignal for the leading (hips to fteer two points away 
from the former courfe. We edged away and fleered 
/buth. At twenty.five minutes paft ten makde the Wey- 
mouth's, and the Weymouth made the Newcaftle's fignal 
to clofe the line, riom this time till twenty miimtes' 
mft eleven, we were employed in towing particular ibips 
into their ftations ; for there was little or no wind, and 
the fqiiadron in fome difcMrder. At twenty minutes paft 
eleven die fea breese fet in from the S. £• which bioi^^ 
the enemy on our larboard and fee-quarter. At halfpaft 
.eleven the enemy's van was on our lee-beand, diffamt 
about one mile and a half. At noon our fquadron was 
in a very good line, and preparing to bear down on the 
eaemy. The Elizabeth and Queenboiough repeated all 
the fignals we made during the adion. 

' Auguft the 4th, 1758, moderate and fair weather. 
At 2* minutes paft twelve P. M. we made the lead- 
ing ftiips fignal to fteer fix points from the former courfe, 
cur fquadron being then in a well formed dofi: line. 
At 55 minutes paft twelve made the rear ftitps fignal to 
cloie the line. At one, took in our top gallant fails. At 
tfab time the enemy (eemed to be drawn up in an half 
moon, their van and rear being to windward of their 
center. At twenty minutes after one obfervipg the 
French admiral made the fignal to engage, and^ei^ van 
ihips beginning to fire upon the Elizabeth, we 
ately made the fignal for engagii^ alfo^ which 
repeated by the Elizabeth and Queenbolroiigh, and cbey^. 
cd by the whole fquadron. In ten mi antes after, the 
French admiral fe| bis fon^fatl, and fcfpc most away. 

The 
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The reft of the fquadron did the fame, and their line was 
foon broke. The remainder of the adion was a running 
fight. At thirty-five minutes paft one the fignal for the 
line was (hot away, and another inftantly hoided. Two 
minotes after that, our main top-fail yard was (hot down 
on the cap, and the main top maft much damaged at the 
fame time. At forty minutes paft one the fignal for hattle 
was (hot away again, and another hoifted dire31y. At 
two the enemy's leading (hip in the van put before the 
windy having cut away her mizen maft». on account of the 
fall being on fire. The French admiral put before the 
wind eight minutes after, and was followed by all the 
Ihips of the enemy, from the van to the center, .At 25 
minutes paft two the enemy's rear put before the wind^ 
at the fame time we made the fignal for a clofc engage** 
ment, that our (hips might bear down as faft as pof- 
fible after them. At fifty five minutes paft two the 
enemy wore, and hauled up a little to the . fouthward 
as we did at the fame time. At three made the general 
fignal to chafe, at the fame time hauled down that 
for the line of battle and clofe engagement, making 
all th^ fail we could after them. The enemy being at 
too great a diftance for tis to fire at them, they orouded 
.with ftudding fails and every thing elfe from U3 .;.thei)r 
boats were all cut adrift, they ftanding about N.Ni Wi 
We were employed in knotting and fplicing the <)ld, and 
reeving new rigging, to enable us to make more-f^l; 
the lefs difabled ihips about three miles ahead, rand th^ 
enemy's rear about five. At fix obferviog the enef 
my increafed their diftance ; we made the fignal to leave 
oiF chafe, hauling down that for battle at the .-fame 
time. After joining our (hips to leeward, we hauled 
clofe to the wind, with the larboard tacks on board ; at 
eight we made the fignnl, and anchored in nine fathom 
water. Caritial W. half N. diftant about three or fou^ 
inile$.'. ;i. 

In this adion the French had upwards of five hundred 
and fifty inen killed and wounded, among th6 latter of 
whom were Mr. U'Ache apd his captain, while on th^ 
part of the £ngli(h there were only tbirtyrone killedyranS 
one hundred and fifteen wounded, among whom were 
Commodore Stevens by a mufquet-ball in his fhoulder, 
• '5 and 
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m\d captain Martin by a fplinter m his Iq^« Two cbys 
«fier the adion, the Ruby, a French ▼eftel of 120 tons 
terthen^ laden with (hot and medicines, bound from the 
Maoritios to Pondtcherry, was taken by the Q^eenbon/ 
Mgate. The condud of Mr* Pocock ocr the f oreg oing 
•ccafions appears more defervnig that public trrbute of 

3>plaufey whfch a grateful conntry is bound to beftow, in* 
much as Mr. lyAche was univmany aHowed, thro''tiB& 
whole French nation, to be the braveft and moft inteffieent 
officer in their fervice. As to the enemy, they fled mttf 
Pondichcrry road, where they continued repairing their da* 
mages, as well as circmnftances- would permit them, till the 
3d of Sept. and then reforned drfcomfiied to the Mavri* 
tins to mt^ and wait for the reinforcements which ihtf 
cxpedet^ from OM France. Mr. Pocock on his part 
liaving put hts fijuadron in the beft condition for (tnice 
he coffM, failed for Bombay alfo to refit, and comimicrf 
daring the monfoons, according to the geiieral cvftoan 
•n tfiaf ftatioo, it being extremely dangerous to remain 
00 the coaft of Cororoandel during the period alluded tow 
The natural feafon of danger bemg over, and the fqm^ 
iroo refitted, Mr. Pixrock quitted Bmibav on the i7th'of 
April 1759, intending once mOie to feek and expel, if 
poffible, the enemies of hisconntry from the coaft of Coro* 
flnmde). Behartng as it b elfewhere very deferredly re* 
mf kedof him, with adiligence and dexterity that uipeared 
}n every undertaking where he had the chief diredion, he 
fpi round the ifland of Ceylon before the French had etres 
fak«fi their departure from the iflands, whither they had 
fetired. He took up his ftation where he fuppofed himfelf 
^ have the beft ojpportunity of interceptmg the enemy 
mnA proteAing the trade of Britain ; and, as it was deemed 
next to an impoflibility for the French fquadron tojxifs lum 
mdifcovered while he continued in that latitude, io did his 
patience enable him to continue there till die abfolute 
naceflity compelled him to quit it, and proceed for Tri»| 
cemale, on tne ift of September. 

He had prevknifiy taken the prudent piecaution of difi» 
uatching the Revenue, one of the Eaft India company's 
frigates, to cniife oflFthe ifland of Cevlon in the enemy^f 
track, in order that he mieht have the earlieft notice of 
their aj^roach. Mr. SmoUct afl^ m^j as it appears^ 

verj 



tVAVAL Of PICIRS OF GKBAT BRITAIN. 29$ 

•cry erroneoufly^ that Mr. Pocock ^nd the fquaidrim 
quitted Madrafs road on the ift of September, for the pur'- 
pofc of cmifing in fearch of the French fquadron. The 
immediate objed at that time in view, feems, as w^ havp 
juft dated, to have been a very different one ; but this cir* 
cumftance, ivhether authentic or otherwife, is immaterial 
to the future detail. At ten in the morning on the 2d of 
September the French fleet was difcovered from the maft* 
head of the Britifh fquadron: one of their frigates being at 
that time in purfuitof the Revenge, Mr. Pocock imme- 
(diately made a fignal for a general chace, and flood towards 
the enemy with all the fail he could carry. In force he 
-was fo much inferior that nothing but the moft ex- 
templary gallantry, aided by confummate ability in 
every individual under his command, could have preferved 
them even from defeat, had the enemy difplayed any thing 
like either bravery or good conduft. The Britiib force 
confided of no more than nine fhips, two of them mount* 
ing only fifty guns; while the French line amounted to 
eleven,' nearly all of them larger and more powerful fhips. 
The frigate which had chaced the Revenge, immediatelf 
fon difcovering the Britifh fquadron, tacked and rejoined 
her own companions, who, inftead of eagerly feizing the 
Jair opportunity which, in confequence of their fuperior 
force, prefenterf itfelf to them of wiping off their former 
^ifgrace, endeavoured to avoid an aSion by edging zwsf 
and delaying time, according to their former pradice, tifli 
l)ight fiiould favour their efcape. 

The wind flattening nearly to a calm, Mr. Pocock war 
una))le during the day, to get up, and clofe with them ; but 
on the anproach <^ i^ight the Revenge was ordered to make 
fail to tfie fouthward, and, if poflible, not to lofe fight of 
the enemy. The pdicy of this meafure foon became appa- 
rent, for about eleven at night the frigate making fignals of 
having difcovered the enemy's fleet, the whole fqua- 
dron bore down under a prefs of fail, and got very near. 
A fquall of wind unluckily coming on, and continuing 
from one o'clock in the morning till three, once more 
frufirated the hopes of forcing the enemy to a£lion, hf 
obliging the Britifh fquadron to bring to under clofe-reefed 
top-fails. The enemy, notwithflanding this untoward 
accidenti were not ai^nc fo cSeSt their eK:ape, being dif- 
*• covered 
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covered at break of day, bearing N.E. by N. at a di(lanc<9 
of five or fix leagues. Mr. Pocock immediately gave 
chace, and with fome fuccefs, continuing till nine o'clock 
to gain fad upon the enemy, who then finding it dangerous 
to truft merely to the fuperior failing of their ihips, 
formed their line on the ftarboard tack, (landing to the 
north eaft with the wind at north weft. The Briti(h 
fquadron immediately began to form in a line' of battle 
a^reafty and flood for the center of the enemy's fleet. The 
wind failing as the day advanced, and fome of the (hips, 
particularly the Newcaftle and Tyger, being very heavy 
failers, it was near fun-fet before all the {hips could get 
pVopirly into their ftations. 

Joy at the idea of an approaching adion, which it was 
hoped would terminate their fatigue and trouble, was now 
apparent in the face of every one ; but the French chef 
d'efcadre had far diiFeretit intentions; he dreaded thb 
danger of a direft chace, knowing that, if overtaken in 
tonfequence of the purfuers being partially aided by a 
fudden favourable fpurt or breeze of wind, a circumftsgice 
by no means uncommon in' that partof the world, that the 
whole or greater part of hi^ formidable fquadron might 
fall more eafily under the inevitable confufion, and dif- . 
advantage of flight than they would even in adion itfelf. 
H^ Endeavoured therefore, by forming^Ms line, and once 
iiiore holding -eut an apparent refolution of engaging, to 
caufe the purfuers, by adopting the fame meafure from 
prudence,, to lofe that time which they would otherwife 
%ave employed in chacing ; fo that he might flill avoid an 
'a6iiori till a favourable change of wind, or the approach of 
"tii^ht^might once more deliver him from foes he dreaded. 

About a qu^ter before five the Britifli fquadron being 
neiarly abreafl of the enemy, they wore round, and broug'ht 
to on the oppolite tack; Mr. Pocock in confequence, 
made the fignal for his fquadron to tack, the resir firft, 
and of coiirfe' flood away in a paraller line with the 
enemy's fquadron, at the diflance of abdut four miles from 
it. There "Was at this time very little wind, fcaKrely fuf- * 
iicient to afford what is called fteerage way; The calm 
cbntinued till near ten o'clock at night, when a frefti 
•breeze fprung up from the north-wfeft. Mr. Pocock 
imixiediatefy ordered his (hips to haul' ck)fe upojl a wind 
V • ' under 
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iifltler their top- fails, and to form the line of battle ahead. 
The fuddeti Ihift of wind carried the Britifti fquadron 
ahead, of the enemy, and brought the latter on the weather 
quarter. They foon dropped aftern, and the weather 
proving hazy, difappeared, notwithftanding the Revenge 
ufed every poffible effort to keep them in fight. Running 
ahead the next morning on the look-out, about eight 
o'clock four fail were difcovered in the north-ea(t A 
chace was, as ufual, commenced with the utitioft eager- 
nefs, though ineffedually, for fix hours. It was with 
truth concluded, that the chace, two of v^^hom only were 
then ill fight, did not belong to Mr. D'Ache, and Mr. 
Pocock in confequence called in his frigate and flood to 
the northward, rightly conjefturing that the French fqua- 
dron was bound to Pondicherry. He crouded all the fail 
he could carry to reach that port, and was fortunate en6ug|h 
to arrive eight hours before Mr. D'Ache. 

We have been thus particular in relating the different 
tranfadions which took place from the firft difcovery of 
the enemy to the. day when the adion itfelf commenced; 
not only becaufe we believe hiftprians in general have not 
thought proper to recount them, but becaufe courage, 
patience, perfeverance, and profefiional ability was, per- 
haps, never more ftronglydifplayed than in Mr. Pocock 't 
conduft on the above occafion. The account of the 
adion itfelf we (hall now give in his own words. 

** I arrived off Pondicherry on the 8th, early in the 
morning, and faw no ftiip in the road; but at one o'clock 
in the afternoon we difcovered the enemv to the fouth-eaft, 
and by three counted thirteen fail. We were then ftand- 
ing to the fouthward with the fea breeze, and, to prevent 
their palling us, kept a good look-out the following night. 
At two in the afternoon of the 9th, the wind fpringing up 
I made the fignal for a general chace, and at four their 
fquadron appeared to be formed in a line of battle abreaft^ 
fleering right down upon us. In the evening I ordered 
the Revenge to keep, during the night, between our fqua- 
dron and the enemy's to obferve their motions. On the 
10th, at fix in the morning, the body of the French fqua- 
dron bore fouth-eaft by fouth, diftant eight or nine miles, 
and was formed in a line of battle ahead, on the (larboard 
tack. We continued bearing down on tfacm in a line. of . 

battle 
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battle abrcaft, with the wind about north-weft by wel^.' 
At five minutes paft ten the enemy wore, and formed the 
line ahead upon the larboard tack. At five minutes after 
eleven we did the fame^ and kept edging down upon them^ 
At ten minutes paft two in the afternoon the Yarmouth, 
being nearly abreaft of the French admiral's fecond in the 
rear, and within mufket-ihot, M. D'Achc made the fignat 
for battle. I immediately did the fame;- on which both 
fquadrons began to cannonade each other with great fury^ 
and continued hotly engaged until ten minutes after four ; 
when the enemy's rear began to give way the Sunderland 
having got up iome time before, and engaged their fternr- 
moft (hip: their center very foon after did the fame. 
Their van made fail, ftood on, and with their whole 
fquadron bore away, and fleered to the S. S. E. with all 
the fail they could make. We were in no condition to 
purAie them, the Tyger having her mizen-maft and 
main-tdp-maft (hot away, and appearing to be greatly dif* 
abled* The Newcaftle was much damaged in her mafts, 
yards, and rigging ; and the Cumberland and Salift>ury, 
in our rear, were not in a coi)dkion to make fail. The 
Yarmouth had her forc-top*fail yard (hot away in the 
flings ; and the Grafton and Elizabeth, though none of 
iheir mafts and yards fell, were greatly dlfabled in theitl 
and their riggine ; fo that the Weymouth and Sunderland 
were the only mips that had not fuifered, becaufe they 
could not get properly iVito adion, occafioned by M. 
D'Ache's beginning to engage before they could clofe, 
to that by thofe means they were thrown out of the en- 
gagement, feven of our (hips only fuftaining the whole 
fire of the enemy's fleet till near the conclufion, and theii 
no more' than eight. 

" The enemy continued their retreat to the (buthward 
until dark ^ at wKich time I ordered the Revei^e to keep 
between us and the enemy, to obferve therr motions, and 
brought to whh the fquadron on the larboard tack, in order 
that the dlfabled (hips might repair their cbmages. At 
day-light in the morning we faw the enemy to the S. S. £• 
lying*to on the larboard tack, as we were, about four 
leagues diftant, the wind being about weft. The enemy^ 
upoii feeing our fquadron, immediately wore, and brought- 
to Oft the other tack, continuing fo until the evenin^^ 

6 when 
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'mhtn their diftance was (6 much increafed we could 
fcarcely difcover them from the main-top. At this time, 
the wind coming to the eaflward, I made the fignal^ wore^ 
and ftood under an eafy fail to the north-weft^ the Sun- 
derland havine the Newcaftle in tow, the Weymouth the 
Tyger, and Elizabeth the Cumberland. On the iithy 
at £y-light, we faw the ihips in Negapatam road, and, 
fering nothing of the enemy, at ten o'clock in the fore* 
noon I anchored with the fquadron about three leagues to 
the fouthward of that road, and in the evening difpatched 
the Revenge to Madrafs, with letters to the governor and 
council. On the 25th, in the evening, we weighed and ftood 
into the road, and having apchored, continued repair- 
ing our damages and refitting the fquadron until the 26th, 
by which time, having put the fhips in as good condition 
for fervice as the time permitted, I weighed at five o'clock 
that morning, ftood to the' northward, and at fix was 
joined by the Revenge from Madrafs, who brought fixty^ 
three men belonging to the Bridgwater, and Triton, which 
had been exchanged at Pondicherry, and ten men impref- 
fed from the Calcutta Indiaman, which I ordered on board 
the Tyget and Newcaftle, thofe fliips having fuffered moft 
in their men. 

** On the 27th, at day-light in the morning, I was clofe 
in with Pondicherry road, where the French fquadron was 
lying at anchor in a line of battle. As attacking both 
the ftiips and fort at the fame time did not fuit our con- 
dition, I made the fignal for the fquadron to draw into a 
line of battle ahead, upon the ftarboard tack, the wind 
being off ftiore, and about W.S.W. We lay with our 
main-top-fails to the maft, juft keeping a proper fteerage 
way for the line to continue well formed. Being in this 
fituation the French admiral made the fignal, at fix o'clock, 
to heave a peake, in an hour after, to weigh ; aind by ths 
time all their fquadron (which confifted of eleven fail of 
the line and two frigates) was under fail, it was near ten 
o'clock, at which time we were to leeward of them, 
as before-mentioned, expensing they would bear down 
dircftly and engage. But, inftead of taking that ftep, 
M. D'Ache made the fignal for his fquadron to keep clofe 
to the wind, ai)d alfo to make fail, ftretching away to 
the fouthward in a line of battle ahead ^ by which method 

of 
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of aSing they iricreafed their diftance from about a random 
fliot at day-light, to near four leagues to windward at fun- 
fct. Had they cut, or flipped their cables on firft difco- 
vering us, we muft have come to an adlion by feven o'clock ; 
dnd, after they had got under fail, had they bore direftly 
down might have been clofe along-fide by eleven. Find- 
ings by their manner of working, a great di (inclination to 
come to a fecond adion, I defired the opinion of the 
rear-admiral and captains, who all agreed, that, as the 

S^refent condition of the fquadron would not permit us to 
bllow them to the fouthward, it would be moil advifable 
to proceed to Madrafs ; accordingly we anchored here the 
28th in the evening. 

. " I have not been able to obtain a certain account of 
the enemy's lofs, but it is reported, by a deferter, that they 
had 1500 men killed and wounded, and fome of their (hips 
tcry much (battered. They left Pondicherry road the 1(1 
inftant, in the evening, having on board M. Soupiere, 
brigadier Lally, col. Kennedy, who has almoft loft his fight^ 
and a lady, named madam de Veaux ; from whence it . 
may be concluded, that either their whole fquadron, or a 
part, is gone to the iflands. It is faid they brought no 
troops, but landed, before their departure, four hundred 
European feamen and volunteers, with two hundred , 
cofFrees. They brought very little money: but the dia- 
monds which were taken in the Grantham, were left at 
Pondicherry. 

" Our lofs is very confiderable, though greatly inferior 
^ to the enemy's. We had one hundred and eighteen men 
flain in aftion, fixty-^fix have died lince of their wounds, 
one hundred and twenty-two remain dangeroufly, and 
two hundred and fixty-three flightly wounded, fo that our 
whole number, killed and wounded, amounts to five hun- 
dred and fixty-nirte men. Amongft the flain are captain ^ 
Michie, who commanded the Newcaftle ; captain Gore 
of the marinfes, and lieutenant Red(haw, both of the 
Newcaftle ; lieutenant Elliotj of the Tyger ; the mafter of 
ti>e Yarmouth, and boatfwain of the Elizabeth: the 
gunner of the Tyger is fmce dead of his wounds. Cap^ 
tain Somerfet, who commanded the Cumberland, is 
wounded rn one of his ancles, but is in a fair way of, 
Recovery. Captain Brereton received a coiituflon on his 

head^ 
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he^i which is now wel). All the pSpprs and Icaix\en ip 
general behaved with the ^eateft bravery and fpirit during 
the a£lion ; and^ by the vigour and conltancy of their fire 
obFiged the enemy to retreat, notwithAanding thetr gtiuk 
fuperiority. 

** I haye enclofed our line of battle, together with 
that of the enenjiy. ^ 

Britlih line* 

The Elizabeth led with the larboard tacks on board. 

Ships* Commanders. Guns. Men* 

£lizabeth-K:aptain Tiddiman ^ 



64 


4S0 


50 


35» 


60 


429 


[t68 


S3S 


168 


540 


5« 


sap 


50 


Sao 


60 


4^9 


60 


42*- 



Kewcaftle— Michie 

Tyger — Qsereton 

Grafton — rear-arf**. Stcv^s-r Kempenfelt 68 

Yarinoufh-r-yice-ad^.Pocock'!*-^ajrriron 68 

C.ui?9.berlaod*«-Soaierret 

Si^ndcirl^d — hon. c|ipt. .Coji^ilje 
W©yiBuw«b-r-i5f Wifti»n> Bw«f; fcarjt. 

536 403s 

F;:eMch Un^. 

The A£tif led with the Inboard tacks on board. 

6hip«. Coimnaodcri* Gvm»i Men. 

Adif-rM. Beaudiaine - 64 600 

659 




500 

Le St. Loui3 — M. Johannes - 60 500- 

Le Vengeyr— M. PaHicre • 64 500 

Le Zodiaque — ^M. tfAche* lieut.-gen. 74 650 

J-rC Conjpte de Provence*— M. LaChaife74 650 

Le Puc de Bouigogne — M. Bouvet 60 koo 

jLUluftre— M. SclBlais - 64 . 600 

La Fortune — M. Lqhry ^* 64 6qo 

Lc Centaur— M. Sui-yiUe • 70 6^0 

p^ 0400 
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•Art accotint of the number of men killed and wotindcci 
on board each of his majefty's fhips. 

Elizabeth - 77 Yarmouth - 39 

Newcaftle - 112 Cumberland - 52 

■Tyger - 168 Salifbury - 36 

Grafton - 83 Sunderland - 2 

Total - 569 

Thus, as Campbell very juflly obferves, had admiral 
Pocock, during the whole time he held the chief com- 
mand in the Indian feas, feconded, with the greateft (kill 
and activity, every effort made by the army. He -had 
more than tince compelled Mr. D*Ache, the greateft ad- 
iraral France could boaft of, and who alone fupported the 
deiclining reputation of her marine, to take flielter under 
the walls of Pondicherry. " Pocock (fays he) had re- 
duced the French fhips to a very fhattered condition, and 
killed a great number of men," he might have added too, 
with a force infinitely inferior ; ^* but what rs the 
moft extraordinary, and fhews the fingular talents of both 
admirals, they had fought three pitched battles in thecourfe 
otcjghtcen txionthsy without the lofs of a fhip on either 
fide." Mr. Pocock had no farther ;^6lion with the enemy, 
returning to Europe in the following year *, after leaving 
the command with Mr. Stevens. He now enjoyed a tem- 
porary relaxation from thofe long fatigues of fervice which 
he had endured for fo many years in a climate highly inju- 
lipus to European conflitutions, not being re-ap(>ointed to 
any fubfequent command till the year 1702. 

^In 1761 he was, as a juftly earned reward for his kr-^ 
viges in In,dia, honoured witn the order of the BatH, and 
in th^ courfe of the fame year was promoted to be admiral 
of the blue. The rupture which had taken place with 
Spain having engaged miniftry to turn their thoughts to 
tiip 'r^duftion of the diftant, which were, on many ac- 
counts, at the fame time the mpfl valuable pofTeffions be- 
longing to that nation, arhong pther expeditions which it 
was refolved fhould be immediately, fet on foot, was that 
againft the Havannah. The^confeouence of this import- 
aiUp-l^ce appeared toiiold it out as a lufEcient counterpoize 

■ ■ 1^ » ■ ■" * I ■ II . I. I II ■ ill .111 ■ I mmmm^ 

* ' ** He arrfved in the Dowiij on tkc t2d of Se^tf mber. 
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on the mod public and national ground, to the probable 
rifle of again hazarding an enterprife of fo much confe* 
quence, in a part of the world, where, principally owing 
to the extreme unwholefomeneft of the climate, the Britifli 
arms had, in a former war, been foiled. In order to 
prevent alarming the Spaniards by the equipment of a 
formidable fleet from England, it was refolved that fir 
George, with only four (hips of the line, one frigate, and 
fome tranfports, onboard which were embarked four regi- 
ments of infantry, with their camp equipage, cai^on and 
a proportionate quantity of ammunition, (hould proceed 
to the Weft Indies *, where he was to take under his com- 
mand the fquadron thathad been prcvioufly employed in tho 
redudion of Martinico, under fir James Douglas- With 
the above force he failed on the 5th of March The fqua- 
dron arrived fafe at Martinico on the 22d of April, and 
almoft miraculoufly foj for the count de Blenac, with a 
force of 7 fliips of the line, 4 frigates, and a number of 
tranfports, had got out of Breft about the fame time fir 
George failed from Portfmouth. This French chef 
d'efcadre was fent to the relief of Martinique, but not 
arriving there till after the furrender of Port Royal, had 
proceeded to Cape Francois and left the feas open to this 
little Britifh fquadron, which it might at leaft have dif* 
abled, if not cruflied, had a meeting taken place during 
the paflage. 

Sir George immediately on his arrival, ufed the greateft 
aftjvity in forwarding every fer\'ice relative to the expe- 
dition. So multifarious, however, and tedious were the 
different exigencies of it, that it was the a7th of May 
before the fleet was in a condition to proceed. The force 
of the armament, coUefted as it now was, made a mott 
formidsrble appearartce : it confiftcd of nineteen (hips of 
the line, eighteen frigates, and a fleet of trinfports conw 
taining 10,00© foldiers, (which were to be joined, when 
landed on Cuba, by 4000 more expe£led from New 
^York) with all the implements neceffary to offenfive 
operations. iTie admiral reflefling that the feafon was 
'far advanced, and that in a fhort time the commencement 

of the rainy feafon would totally put a ftop to alloSeniive 

" ' ■ I » , , , 

* In the year 1 762, he was dc^ed rcprefentative in Parliment fgr 
*thc tgWn of Pfymoutlt. 
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Cfperatidrts, ffefolved ta attempt parting through the olcl 
freights of Bahama. This meafurc confiderably fliort- 
cne d the voyage, but was confidered extremely hazardous^ 
ihkt fba being unfrfequented, efpecially by the Britifh, and! 
alfnoft unknown to them. There arc neverthelefs cafes, 
iVhen ftcps, which oii ordinary occafions would be deemed 
hazardous and even defperate, become pcrfeflLly juftifiable 
ind proper. So were they in the prefent inftancej 
and hothing could mofe ftrongly evince the zeal, the dcci- 
fivfe, aSive fpirit of the admiral, than his condu6l on this 
bccafiori, and the contempt of danger he difplayed in it. 

Mingling the moft careful prudencte and precaution 
with the greattft fpirit, he took every means human 
fonefight coiild fuggeft, to fecure the pailage of fa 
fturtierous a fteet in lafety. Succefs in the moft extenfivB 
fenfe ci^OWned his exertions, fo that by the 5th of June the 
whole armathcnt had made its baffagfe through the ftreights 
withdut encdonti^rrng the fhnaileft fmifter accident. On 
the 6th, ih th^e morn}ng> the fleet befng then widitn four 
leagues of the entrance of the port of the Havannah> fif 
George made the figtial for the whole fleet to bring to, and 
diftributed.h'is orders to the different Ihips, leaving a 
divifion of the fleet, cohfiftlftg of fix fhips of rfie line and 
fome frigat^^s, under Commodore Keppel, to cover the 
lahdi^ ef the troops. He proceeded with the remaitider^ 
confifting of thirteen fhips of the line, two frigates, ai 
kiany boittb'-vefle'ls, and thirty-fix fail of vi6hialfers and 
ftorefh?ps, *e6 block uptheharbout> in which the Spaniards ' 
themfelves had a cohfideraWe naval force, conufthu^ of 
twelve fail of the line. iThe fubfequent operations 01 the 
fiege Were jprincipally confined to the land depart- 
hient; €0 ih^tt it is fufficient to fay briefly^ the admiital 
moft wknttfy co-operated ih every attack where the affift^ 
ance of the fleet • was deemed, in s^j degree neceflary^ 

and 



; ^ Xlic operafionSy rn which the admirat wa» more pafticularly con* 
^itcrned, were, ateintmacle of landing the mariaes belbngiog to tBe 
'f(juadron foiir miles to the wellwdrd 6f the Havannah, m order to df« 
Vide and dtftHi£l the enemy's ttftetition, "while the jcarl of Albetmurl^ 
landed i^ith the artny near the rivsdr Co^cemv^ about frx miles to tbe 
ra(hirard-of the Moro. After the Spaniards had on the X2th of Jufl« 
blocked Ti|> the harbour, hy finkii^ fhree of their line of batde- ihips 
at the entrance of it, fir George, leaving four.of his fiiips to crmfe lai 
^e pIBogi anchored mtk the r«iti^nder off Cbprera rnrer, tiie pUee 

wherc^ 
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and certainly contributed very eminently both to the fuc- 
ccfsful and Ipeedy termination of the fiege. 

The city, as it is well known, furrendered on th^ i^th 
of Augufl, and with it nine (hips of the line, the renuin* 
iler having been funk to block up the entrapc^ of the^ 
harbour. Sir George, after the capitulation was exe- 
cuted, was as induflrious in the civil duties attendant pa 
his high ilation, as he had before been in tbpfe of an hof- 
tile jiature. He became the friend an4 prolte^or of the 
vanquifhed, fhielding them by every me^s in his power 
fromthofe a&s of intemperance which, nptwi^hftanding tbo^ 
beft regulations^ fometimes take place on fuch occauoni. 
On his return from this glorioufly fuccefsful expeditiofi 
he had to conqibat a fevere and tremei;dou$ tempeft, ia 
which many of his fhips were reduoed to the gr.e9te(l diC- 
trefs. Sir George never had any command after bi$ aj>, 
rivid in Eng^d; and, in 1766, retired to^all^ frond 
the iervtcci forry are we to add, apparently in much 
<Jifeu£L ' . 

Various reafons have been afligned for this apparent ill 
temper in fo brave and good a man, the greater part of 
them too ridiculous for recital. The real caule, we bcr 
lieve, to have been a diiappointed expe£lation he hafl 
entertaixied pf ^ b^ing appointed firft commiflibner of t^ 
sdmiralty^ as fucceUbr to Johxi, earl of Egmont. 
^We are confirmed in this belief by an anecdote 
commuodcated to us, and which ;e^ jf^ncfoubtedly Jbelieve 
to be genuine. When fir George was Arft piade ac- 
quainted with the appouitnsbent of fir. Charles Saunders. tp 
that high office, he imtxiediately went to the Jate Ic^ 
Hawke, and complained to huxv ip^rather w^m terms» 
of the indignity he thought offered .on |hat .Qc^rafipn to th^ 
older4ag-Qfficers,whohadei[|uallydiftir>guij(hed:themfelves* 
"Sir Edward was at that very ti^^e an the ppiiOit of going out:. 
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where he had before viade a feint of landjipg, and where he cou14 
^afily obtain wood and ypater for the (^uadroh. He afterwards ii| 
reality put on ihoce eight hundred of his Ai^rines at the requefl of ths 
general, in order to lecure a footing on both fides of the town, and 
divide the attention of the foe. He moreover detached three df his 
^ips to caonona^ :the norih-caft Sace of :ihc Moro, 00 .wb»(;h, tho«]j|h 
they were able tomake little acnpre{fion,ibfiyjteniieced material (bryioe 
•10 ibe QpQOtfions of tlie Mmy., Jby :diyeBtiiig ibe^pfce irf.ibe.eueiiiy foe 
^ time, and enablipg die troopi to complete their batteries* 

C c 3 in 
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crdcr to wifli fir Charles joy of his promotion* ; and when 
he informed fir George of his intention, the opinion of 
that great and good man had fo much weight with him, as 
not only to moderate his difpleafqre but even to induce 
htm to adopt a fimibr conduct himfelf. Hjs difgufl, 
though terrporarily aifuaged, was not ef&ced; and his 
former fentiments, as to the public indignity offered to his 
cotemporarics, and what he deemed private negleft to 
himfelf, induced him to perfe\*ere in his firft refolution of 
retiring from the fervice for ever. A perfe^ evennefs of 
temper is, perhaps, incompatible with the frailties of 
Iniman nature ; but though a mind too fuf^eptible of in- 
dignity may be pitied, it cannot fairly be condemned. 

Sir George immediately afterwards, refigned his rank as 
mdmiral of the blue, and continued during his life in 
peaceable and hopourable cetirement. He died on the 3d 
of April 1792, at his houfe in Curzon-ftrect, May Fair, 
being then in the 87th year, of his age, and having, during 
the latter part of his life, filled no other public charaSer, 
or the fraallcft femblancc of one, than that of one of the 
▼ice prefidents of the marine focicty. It is elfcwhere 
remarked, and with the greateft apparent truth, that his 
hiftpry, both in private and public life, W2s of fo exem- 
plary a nature as to dem;^nd a tribute of the hi^eft rc- 
fpt&y a refpeft moft juftly due to the nofemory of Co worthy, 
fo excellent a man . He was admired, he was revered, even 
by his enemies ; he was eftormed and bdoved by all the offi- 
cers who had ferved under him, and held almoft in adora- 
tion by every feaman who had ever been under his command. 
Nor were his private virtues lefs the fubjeft of regard anj 
honour than thofe of greater and more public notoriety. 
As a parent he was, with the greateft truth, unexcelled : 
as a brother, moft tmly benevolent : and, as a relative, 
afFeflionate in the higheft degree to all his connexions. 
To a confummate modefty, which rendered him uncon- 
fcious of his own high merits, he added an humanity, im- 
proved by an extenfive generofity, which raifed him up as 
a blefling to all his neighbours, whole indigence called forth 



* For, faid be, a woithier man canoot cxift ; fac is in every refpeft 
qualified to difcharge die duties of that brgh office ; and why iboald we 
be offended dm a younger oflker than ooriclfet h diought dcfcnrisg 

bis 
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Vis ,pver attentive bounty, Jt is faid of him, that, unlik^^ 
the generality of naval offipers, he was never knov^rn to 
fwear, even ojti board his fliip ; and that as he certainly 
poflefTed the mod undoubted courage, fo did he unite wita 
It the greateft jrefolution and mod ferene temper, a cir-**^ 
cumftance which rendered his retirement in the manner 
it took place, the more extraordinary to all who knew 
him. AH acquainted with his chara&er muft bear teftiV 
mony to the truth of thefeaflertiohs, and join in lamenting 
the death of fo great, fo good a man. 

His remains were interred in the family viault ^t Twick- 
enham, near thofe of his lady, by whom he left one fon, 
George Pocock, efq. f^r.s. and one daughter, married tq 
the prefent earl Powlet when lord Hinton. 

WALLIS, Gilbert, — was, on the 30th of June 1738, 
appointed (Captain of the Port Mahon frigate. He never 
had any other command, dying captain of the yeffel above 
inentioned fome time in the year 1740. 

N. B. The name of this gentleman is omitted in the 
greater part of the MS. lifts we have feen. 

WATSON, Charles.— This brave and excellent offi- 
cerwas, on the 14th of February 17 38, appointed captain 
of the Garland frigate. He remained in this veffel fome 
years, at leaft till after 174I1 latterly employed on the 
Mediterranean ftation under Mr. Haddock, in 1742 we 
find him in the fame fer vice captain of the Plymouth, of 
fixty guns. He ren>ained in this fliip till the departure of 
Mr. Barnet for England, when hefuccceded that gentle* 
man as captain of the Dragon, in which (hip he conti- 
nued to ferve under Mr, Mathews, and. is particularly 
marked by jthe admiral as iiaving dSftinguifhed himfelf 
extremely in the encounter with the French and Spatlifll 
fleets off Trpulon. On his return to England he was fe- 
inoved into the Princefs Louifa, a fhip of the fameYatQ 
and fo^ce with the two he had laft commanded. In the 
year 1747 he ferved as. captain of that fhip in the two 
fquadrons fucceflively fent out, under the admirals Anion 
and Hawke, and ftrongly difplayed his ufual gallantry in 
the two encounters with the different French fquadrbns 
under monfieur de Jonquiere and M. De L*Entend^erc. 

Under Mr. Hawke he was more particularly fortunata 
tjiian, be had been under Mr. Anfon> having, in ccmjunc* 
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tioh i?^ith captain Scott, in thfe Lion, engaged and ftoppecl 
the iencmy*s fi^iiadron till the reft 6f their companions 
could come up. Hi^ fervices and conduft were fo highly 
rffteemed by the Bntilh hiinifters, that, on the i6th of 
May, the jprcliminaries of peace being then adlually figned, 
/he was appointed coriimander-in-chief of the iquadron 
cmpr6yed on the Newfoundland or North -America 
fUtibn^ and was nominated governor and coipmander-in- 
Chief of the ifland of Newfoundland, with the fort and 
garrlfoo of Placentia, &c. having by order, bearing date 
the iithof Mavj been prtVioufly advanced to bfe rfekr- 
idmiral of the blue. Some time before the rupture with 
Jrahcctook'placc*, he wak appoihtdd cdmlriandier-iii-chitf 
of the fleet employed in the taft Indies, and failed on that 
fe'rvicc immeaiatery afterw^tds f. His firft efitferj^rize 
sift'er his arrival at Bombay, in the moiith df Novetnbier 
1755, appears to have been the reduSion of tile important 
fortrefs of Geriah, the capital of the dominions potTefftd 
by the arch-pirate Angria. Mr. James, cortitnihdfer of 
one of the company's ihlps, who had juft before dittih-' 
guiOieid hirafelf exceedingly in the 'redu6lioh bf Sdvern^ 
oro^, was clifpatched to reconnoitre the port and fouhdt 
thp entrance bf the harbour. .This feirvice he Very fuc-^ 



^olbjiel, ifterwards lord Clive, Tailed on die expedition 

gtwtthe 7thbf Fe^^^^ / 

The admifal was met in the neighbourhood of Geriah 

by the neet oif theM^hrattaSj who wefe concerned in the 

cxpeditioin as allies ; i]t cbnufted oT fbur grabs and fdrty 

fixuller veffels called galUvats. Th'eir.land-force iimbuAted 

to fevenw.dght thoufahd men> under the command of 

Jthamageip Punt, ^ho had iiot only 'm^de himielf mafter 

_ : '• t ''■ •• 

♦ In tfec mctodi of Feftrftftry 17^4. 
+ HisTbccc ccMsliQed df, 

The :Keht — rear-admiral Watfbo, captain $p^ke ^ - 70 gilns. 
.CvtAt^fland— -rear-admital Pocock, capt. Harnfon 66 
.Ty^r— liajham • , • - 60 

^alifEury«-4Coow!es , • - 50 

Bffd|e^ter^liftirtin - - fio 

KingsfifliQr ilo6tiH-*Smith .• . - .14! 

^.^n the 4di of February 17^5, ht was advanced to be rear-admiral 
Ofthejed. 

Of 
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i>f one fort, but wasth^n adually tKating for the furrender 
of Geriah itfelf. 'Angria had quitted the place, but 
his wife and fethUy imnai tied behind under the pro* 
tedion of his brother-in-law, who commanded in th^ 
Ibrt. Mr. Watfon imtnediately on his Mrrivai Tent him 
U pWf^T fumenons to fiirrender, and received a moft pe-* 
temptofy refiifal, to which ws6 added a declaradon, which 
is ro be takidn as a mere matter of cottffe, thai tie Wtiul4 
defend the jplace to the liaft extremity. 

Preparations, and the necef&ry arrangements Vf&t m 
cohfe^etice immediately made for the attack. The 
£iftglim fleet entered the harbour on the ifith of Febntarf. 
fai two Avifiotis, Ibftainipg) as they "paflbd, a veiy heavy 
tarm^fde frotn the batteries «>f the pl^e. mA a mimber of 
lai^e^iibte mdoi^ clofe Undet th^fA. Tile fire, hiiwevift:,^ 
of the enemy flackened con(ide Ably very f<Mn itfter tht 
fhips, ordered to attack, bad got info their dati^nb. Be« 
tween fots^ and five in tht aft^moon, a ihell falliiag int* 
otie of Angria's a^ed v^lTels, fet her on fWe, and th^ 
fla^fies q^ckly comtDunicati^ to the refl, ttie whrie fleet 
was completely, as Well as e^cpe^tioufly dcAlt^d. fie* 
twefcn the Tiours of fi^ iind fevch Jft the ey^tiiiig,^ a Aell 
ttii^tywh into tbe fort fet that bn lire a}fo> Md tilt ftrilf; 
ceafed for a fliort interval, on both fidts. 

The admiral fufpedihg the goverrior would prefer 
furnen^ring the town up to i^e Nbhratlafi iHther than 
the Englifb, requefted Mr. Clive totliiemten^ the troop8» 
that he ttiight be ready, in cafe ^f etMl^aficy, totaled 

EfTeflion of the place. The boHibaitMiewt ^ the Kit$M 
vingreconfimehced, was contini^ ^h thegicattft iTpiri^ 
and t»e }ine of battle Afps Wete "wiktptA in dofe <eiiou^ 
to the walk to bsiftter in breach. After this difpdfitioli 
'was inade* the ndttiral humanely fent an tiHicer with a ila|; 
of truce, inviting the governor to'forrendejf. Thil ptow 
pofal being ftill rt^ed^, the Engli'Si ikips renewed thehr 
-attack, 6n Art fbllo^ng day, W*A t*e ttWnoft idgoiir. 
About one o'clock the principal tn^afc^ofthe fortblew 
■up, an accident Which hadfochan feffeft'Oii the fpirits of its 
defender's, that 4bout four Aey difpteyed a while &^ 
as a Cgnal fbrparley. The teYttifs of ftii*€«Hfcr could not; 
'rvto how be agreed on, fo that the-aflauk i^eKiominenced, 
and was fupported with unremitting ardour till a ^^uarter 
*p^^five. The white flag was then once more boiiled, and 

9 the 
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the governor thought proper to furrender on fuch terras a9 
the admiral himfclf had propofed. ^ 

The flag of Angria was immediately ftruck, and the 
Critifli colours hoifted in its room, on poffeflion being 
taken of the fort by a detachnoent from the army. As a 
proof that the admiral's' precaution in defiring colonel 
Clive to land with the troops was abfolutcly necelTary, the 
Mahratta chiefs tampered with the Britifli captains who 
commanded, ofl^ering them a bribe of fifty thoufand rupees 
if they would permit them to pafs and take pofleifion of 
the fort. It is needlefs to fay this propofal was rejeded 
^ith the higheft difdain. In the fort^ which was thus 
reduced witih very inconfiderable lofs pn the part of the 
aiTailantSy were found upwards of two hundred pieces of 
cannoiHy fix brafs mortars, a confiderable quantity of am* 
snunition, together with valuable effe^s apd fpecic to the 
amount of 130,0001. The fleet deflroyed confifled of 
eight grabs, one fhip, together with two on the (locks, and 
a number of gallivats, a particular fpecies of vefTel ufed in 
thofe feas, and peculiarly adapted to that piratical kind of 
"War in which tneir owner had been engaged. 

Among the prifoners were found Angria's wife^ chil- 
dren, and mother ; and the condud of the admiral towards 
thefe unfortunate perfons forms too amiable a trait in his 
character for us to fuflFer it to pafs unnoticed. 

On entering their apartment the whole family, (bedding 
floods of tears, fell with their faces to the ground ; from 
m^hich being raifed, the mother of Angria told Mr. Wat- 
;foii, in a piteous tone, " The people had no king, (he no 
ion, her daughter no huiband, their children no father.'^* 
The admiral replying, ^^ they mufl look upon him as their 
father and friend," thp youngeft boy, about fix years of age, 
feized him by , the hand, and fobbing exclaimed, " Then 
.you (hall be. my father." IVfr. Watfon was fo afFeaecJ 
with this pathetic addrefs, that the tears trickled down 
his cheeks, while he afTured them they might depend upon 
his proteflion and friendfhip. 

Six hundred European and native foldiers were left tQ 

furifbn the fort; and four armed vefTels, belonging to th^ 
aft India company, remained in the harbour, which was 
extremely well fifu^tec) fof conuqe^cei ^s a^ additiona»l 
prote^ion, 
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Vice-admiral Watfon immediately returned in triumph 
to Bombay; and having refitted his (hips, failed from 
thenCe on the 30th pf April for fort St. David's, where he 
arrived on the 29th of May. After a ftay of three weeks 
he proceeded to Madras, which he reached on the 20th of 
June *. He there received the melancholy news of tht 
capture of Calcutta, and the difmal tragedy that had been 
aded there under the tyranny of the Sur Rajah Dowlat. 
Heinimediatelybeganto concert meafures for the recovery 
of that important place, as well to revenge the foul murders 
that had been committed on that melancholy occafion. 
'Thefe arrangements not only neceflarily took up fome , 
time, but it was alfo neceffary to wait the change of the 
nionfoon. At length all things being ready, and Mr. 
Clive 'with his little army embarked, the vice-admiral 
failing from Madras on the 6th of Odtober, on the fifth 
of December came to an anchor in Balafore road on the 
Bengal coaft. Having eroded the Braces he proceeded 
up the Ganges as far as Fultah, which he reached on the 
r 5th, and found there governor Drake, with the reft of the 
perfons who efcaped on board tjie fliips ^t the time Cal- 
cutta was inverted. On the 28th he proceeded up to CaU 
Cutta with the Kent, Tyger, Salisbury, Bridgewater, an^ 
Kingsfiflier floop. On the following day cplonel Clivei 
with a fmall body of troops, was put on fliore to inveft thp 
fort of Bufbudgia, which being at the fame time canno* 
naded by the (hips, and ill-provided with cannon, did not 
hold out above an hour after the fire commenced. AH 
the other forts and batteries were progreffivcly abandoned 
by the impotent enemy as the (hips advanced up the river; 
and on the ift or 2d d^y of Jan. 1757, Mr. Watfon, with 
the Kent and Tyger, came to an anchor off the town at 
Calcutta. Alter a fhiart cannonade of two hours the 
enemies batteries were completely filenced, and all the 
men driven from the guns, fo that the different defences 
and the place itfelf were taken poffeflion of, without fiir- 
ther oppofition, by captain Coote and a detachment' fit>m 
the army. In the fort were fount! {^in^ty-one pieces of 



* In the courfe of this mQnth he WU adviQCcd it home to be vtce^ 
|dmiralofthcbluc, •' 
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cannon, *fotir mortars, abundance of ammunition, ftort^ 
and provifions, together with every requilitc neceflary 
jfor fuftaining a long and obftlnate fiege. Thus were 
the Englifli re-eftabliflicd in two of the ftrongcft for- 
Ireffes on the Ganges, with the inconiid^able lofs of 
nine feamen and three foldiers killed. 

The rodu£tion of the city of Hughly, fituate a codH* 
dersvble diilance higher up the river, was immediately 
undertaken, and efre£l:ed with lefs difficuhy than the hopes 
of the moil fanguifie had prognofticated. All the prin- 
cipal (lorchoufes of fak^ together with the granaries, for 
the fupport of the Nabd>*s army, were fituate at this place^ 
fo that not only the intrinfiq lofs to bim was immenfe^ 
but it was rendered ftill more oonfiderable and grievous 
as it was the principal depot from whence he derived the 
means of carrying on the war. The viceroy of Beng^ 
was fo enraged at this unexpeAed fuccefe, th^t he madly 
reje£led all propofals.made by the vice-admiral and coIondL 
Clive for an accommodation* He accordingly aflembled^ 
with the utmoft expedition, an army, confiuing of fifteteo 
thoufand foot and twenty thoufand horie, afiaoujKiBg 9, 
film refolution to expel the Engliih out of hi^ dominion^ 
and take ample vengeance for the di%iaoes he had lately 
iiiftained. 

Qn the (econdof Febniary heamved in^gbtof tbe 
Britiih qamp, and etlabliibed Idiaaefelf wiihin a fnile oi 
Calcutta* Mr. Watfoa iaftantly formed a detachmeat 
i^f fix hundred leamen from the iquadron, which were 
|mt under ibe command of cs^ain Warwicky and Cc^ 
to fupport the colo&el and his Uttk asn^. He^vaDca^ 
0n .ftcfii^ing this .f^nforcement, and attached the vi* 
ceroy with fo much vigour that he retkeaHed i^m^il ait 
ihe ;fir^ oa{et wiih the lofs of a.lhoufawl m^n kil^led, 
wiQun^ed, jind taken prifoners, together with, ail lOHaealc 
^uunt^ei qf tjuaaffs^j bullocks* and fefloe ekpfapi^ts. Ajpe- 
veniptpcy iAttor. written-^ •the vice-»a4tifii)al af^ this &tc^ 
G€i$, ^di indvo?d the vioerpv 4o iiften tp t|he ttrms ^ 
ii^commodatioQ pfopofed. A ^ace was fo^n afierwardf 
agreed on and concluded*; but the vice-admiral had too 

much 
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^':']Fl}9 terms were honourable in the extreme, it being fiipnlated 
thu all merchandize belonging to the company flumld pais ana repafg 
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snuch difcemment to rel v implicitly on the faith of a man 
who had fo fr^qu^ntly broken his word, he accordingly 
took all adtive sieafures to reftore the affairs of the Britim 
Eaft India company^ and reduce that of France, as no 
fafety could be depended on while the fmalleft influence of 
the latter exifted. * 

To complete fully the purpofe by which this end wa^ 
to be produced, the vice-admiral as foon as he had fuc^ 
cefsfully accompli (hed the recovery of Calcutta, pro- 
je&td an expedition againft the important Frencji fettle* 
mcnt of Chandenagore. It was fituated on the Gangep, 
fome didance above the town of Calcutta, and was con- 
fldered as the chief fettlement, pofTefled by that nati6n« 
in the bay of Bengal. Colonel Qive, who commanded 
the land forces, marched by land for that place, at th(? 
head of upwards of two thoufand men, feven hundred of 
whom were Europeans. On the i8th of March vice- 
admiral WatTon, with Mr. Pocock as his feccmd in com- 
mand, got up within two miles of the French fettlement 
with the Kent, Tyger, and Saliftury fliips of war. They 
found their farther paflage obftruaed by a Arong boom 
laid acrofs the river, and by feveral veffels funk in the 
channel. But thefe difficulties were foon removed, and 
the little fquadron advancing on the 24th, drew up- in 9 
line before the fort, which was cannonaded with the 
greateft fury for upwards of three hours. An attack, 
equally fpirited, was commenced at the fame time from 
the land-fide by colonel Clive, and their united efforts 
. foon compelled the enemy to hoifl a flag of truce and pxo^ 
pofe to lurrender. The town was that very afternoon 
delivered up to captain Latham, of ^e Tyger ; its re- 
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in tvtxy part of the province of Beitgal free of duty : thdt all jhe Enj^« 
Jifii Faaories fetzed the preceding year, or fince, Cbould he reftorc4« 
Ivith the money, -eoods, and efFew appertainins : that a^ damage (ttf- 
tamed by the £n^ilh ^oold be repaired, and their lofle^ repaid ; that 
the ^figlffli fiiould liave liberty to fortify Calcutta mi^hatever manner 
they thought proper, withojut interruption : that they flnuld hawe the 
privilege^f coining all the,gold and ballionihey imported* which finaiUd 
pafs current, in the province: that the Nabob fhould remain in j^i^ 
friendfhip and alliance with the EngUfii; uTe his utipoft endeavours 
to beri up the late divifions, and reftore the 'former good undei^and- 
ing between them : aH whichTeveral ariidoi were folemnlyfeakd and. 
||pied*iy«tli'the'Ndbob*C'0WD iiand. 

du^IoD 
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dudion being accomplifhed with the trivial loft of fort^ 
perfons only, killed and wounded, on the part of the Bri-^ 
lift, notwithftandinjK the garrifon confiftea of near feven- 
teen hundred men, five hundred of whom were Europeans^ 
\ The fortifications were in good condition, having one 
hundred and twenty-three pieces of cannon mounted on 
them befides mortars^ the place was alfo abundantly 
fupplied with provifions for tne fupport of its defenders, 
and ammunition for their defence, Thisfortrefs being the 
laft poflTefled by the French in that part of the world, the 
Nabob, reduced to the loweft ebb, was compelled, very 
reludlantly, to comply with the terms of the treaty he had 
before entered into with Mr. Watfon and colonel Clive. 
He did this, however, in fo very dilatory a manner, and 
difcovered fo manifefl: a partiality to the French, that it 
was very difcernible he only waited for a junftion with a 
body of their European troops, under Mr. De BuflTy, to 
come to a fecond rupture. 

This treacherous condu£l on his part led to one of the 
mod memorable events in the annals of Bengal ; we mean 
the battle of Plafley, and the depofition of the Nabob ; the 
particulars which immediately preceded it, as well as thofe 
fubfequent to it, are thus related in an official letter fronl 
the vice-admiral, dated on board the Kent, off Calcutta, 
July the i6th, 1757. 

" By captain Toby, of the Kinesfiflier floop, I informed 
you, in a letter dated the 14th of April, of the furrender 
of the town and port of Chandernagore ; and in the fame 
letter I took notice of the great reludtance which the Nabob 
Sur Rajah Dowla fhewed in complying with the articles 
pf the peace, on which fubjedl n^any letters p^fled between 
us ; in moft of them he never failed to be very liberal in his 
promifes, but that was all that could be obtained from him. 
Thefe delays, to the final execution of the peace, were in 
cffeftthe fame to the commerce of the kingdom, as much 
as if none had been concluded. The leadmg men at the 
Nabob's court, knowing his faithlefs difpofition, and 
perceiving no probability of an eftablifhed peace in their 
country, while he continued in the government, began to 
murmur, and entered into a confederacy to diveft him of 
it; among thefe were Jaffier Ally Cawn, who was one of 
his principal generals, and bdd feveral other confiderable 

employ- 
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^ro!pl«^yTncnts ; but he having been greatly difgufted at the 
Nabob*s repeated ill treatment, became very zealous in the 
confederacy againft him, and communicated the defign to 
Mr. Watts, the fecond in council of this place. By the 
letters, of the 26th and 28th of April, the committee was 
Informed of this affair, which was debated with all the 
attention and circumfpcdion poflible. On maturely ex- 
amining into t^e behaviour of the Nabob, he appeared fo 
far from complying whh the articles of the peace he 
had folemnly Iworn to obferve, that he would not permit 
us to put a garrifon into Coflimbuzar; and had given 
{tr\& orders not to fuffbr even a pound of powder 
or ball to pafs up the river. Thefe meafures, added to the 
certain accounts we received of his having invited M. 
Bufley, the' French commanding-officer in the province of 
Golconda, to join hirn with all the troops he could bring, 
gave us very little reafon to believe he had any intention to 
continue even on peaceable terms with us, longer than he 
thought himfelf unable to engage in a war againd us : it 
was therefore judged mod advifeable to join Jaffier Ally 
Cawn with our troops, fuch a ftep appearing the moll 
effe£iual way of eftablifliing a peace in the country, and 
fettling the Englilh on a good and folid foundation. This 
being refolved on, and the articles, hereafter recited, agreed 
to, our army marched on the 13th of laft month from Chan- 
dernagore towards Coflimbuzar ; and, in order that col. 
Clive Ihould have as many Europeans with him as poflible, 
I agreed to garrifon Chandernagore, and to fend up with 
him on the expedition, a lieutenant, feven midfliipmen, 
and fifty feamen, to ferve as gunners. I alio ordered the 
twenty-gim fliip to anchor above Hugley, to keep the 
communication open with the colonel. 

** On the 19th of June, Cutwa fort and town, fituated 
on this fide of the river, which forms the ifland of Coflim- 
buzar, were taken by a party detached for that purpofe. 
There the army remained two or three days for intelli- 
gence from Jaffier Ally Cawn, who, it was agreed by all 
in the confederacy, (hould fucceed to the Nabobfliip, he 
being a man of family, and held in great cflcem by all 
ranks of people. On the 22d the army croflcd the river, 
and the next day had adecifive battle with Sur Rajah Dowla, 
over whom our troops obtained a complete vidtpry, put hFs 

army 
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anny to flight, ^nd took poflCbfilpn of his canojp^ vith up#* 
-vrgrdfi of fifty pieces of cannon and all his ba^g^e. He 
was joined by 50 Frepch foldicrsjwho worked his artillery ; 
afndy by the moft authentic accounts, his army confifted of 
about twenty thoufand fighting men, cxclufive of thofr 
tinder the command of Jaffier Ally Cawn, and Roy 
Dowlub, who djd not ad againft us. The mimbpr killea 
in the enemy's camp were &w, as they only ftood a can- 
nonading. We had about nineteen Europeans kilW and 
wounded, and thirty feapoys. 

** 5ur Rajah Dowla, giter hi^ defeat, withdrew privately ; 
as did Moptolly his prime minifter ; and Monixrk Chaund^ 
one of his £enerals» 

" On the 26th of June, Jaffier Ally Cawn entered the 
city of Mu)^ada)^; andf by a letter irom the colonel of 
the 30th, we wej3p informed of his having placed Jaffier 
Ally Cawn in th^e ancient feait of the Nabobs of this pro- 
vince, and that the ufual homage load been paid himi by aU 
ranks of peb{)Ie, as fubah of the provinces of Benga^^ 
jBiabar, and Orixa^ 

" 0» the 3Qtb, late at night, a letter came from the cpL 
adyifing that Sur R^jjgli DowJa was taken pr^i/b^er ; and^ 
on the 4th inflanti he acquainted the committee of the 
Nabob's having been put privately ^o death by Jaffier Ally 
Cawn's fon, and his party. The fpecie in thie tfe^ry^ 
aipon exaxiunation, was found ven^ (hort of ^xpefiatio©; 
howevej the colonel has alrjeady fcnt down on6*thir4 of 
the fum flipulated in agreement^ iand it i^ faid ia« nn^ch 
more wiU foon follow as wili ma^^ up half i the otjtii&r 
half is to be paid in three years, at tbree ai%nu?l and e(|M4 
payments. 

** Mr. Law, who was the French chief at Coffimbuz^^ 
and who had colleflted near two hundred French Ewnopean 
troops, was coming to tbeaffifliance of the late Nabob, a^4 
was within a few nours ma^'ch of him when he Wjas -t^kiw 
j^rifoi^Ty which Mr. Law hearii^ of he a^^^c^d aq far- 
ther. Soon after, the colonel detached a piirty Js9 fearcbi 
of Law, under the conu^and of capitain Coote of cci^n^ 
Adleucron's reginient, coiJifting^of two lHiiMlre4 Europcwj^ 
and -five of feapoys, joined by two thowfaod ^ Jafter Ally 
Cftwn'fi iiorie. Wc ^nnot yet exjpedl to hear ^py tWw^ 
of the event oif this de,tadm(entU img rfeut a^ ^ k is 

uncertain 
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uncertain how far captain Coote may be led after the 
French party. , 

^* A few days ago the Marlborough Indiaman arrived 
here from Vizagapatam, with an account of the furrender 
of that fcttlement to the French on the 26th of Ju nc. The 
garrifon confided of onb hundred and thirty Eurdpeans with 
two hundrtd feapoys : and the French fat down before it 
with eight hundred and fifty Europeans, fu thoufand 
feapoySy and a fmall body of horfe. 

" A tranflaiion of the treaty cxecutid by Taffier Ally 
Cawn Bahadar, in' his own hand. 

" In the prcfencc of CM and his prophet, TTwear to 
abide by the terms of this agreement wjiilcl have life, 

Mcer 
Mahmud Jaffier) 



%k> 



Cawn Bal\adar 
the Slave of 
Allum Geer 
Mogul. 



1. The agreement and treaty with Nabob Sur Rajud 
Dowla I agree to and admit of. 

2. The enemies of the Englifh are my enemies, whe- 
ther Europeans or others. 

3. Whatever goods and fadories belong" to the French 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, (hall be 
delivered the Englifh, and the French never permitted to 
have fadories or fettlements any more in thefe provinces. 

4. To indemnify the company for their loiVes, by the 
capture of Calcutta, and the charges they have been rft tp 
repoflefs their faftories, I will give one crorc of rupees. 

5. To indemnify the Englim inhabitants, who fufFered 
by the capture of Calcutta, I will give fifty lacks of 
rupees. 

6. To indemnify the lofles fuffered by Jentoors, Moor* 
men, &c. I will give twenty lacks of rupees. 

7. To the inhabitants, the Armenian peony of Cal- 
cutta, who fuflfercd by the capture, I will give feven lacks 
of rupees. 

The divifion of thefe dooatioQ^ tQ be left to the admiral, 
the colonel, and oommittee. 

Voj.IV. D4 «. The 
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8« The lands within the . Moratt^ ditch all round 
Calcutta (which'are now poflefled by other ZemiiidarsJ and 
fix hundred f^uds all i:ound without die ditch, I will give 
up entirely to the company. 

'^ The ZenstAdary of the lands to the fbuthward of 
Calcutta, as low as Culpee, fliall he In the hands of t|ie 
E^^ih company, iauid under tHeir government and orders, 
tl|e cu&oraarjr rents of every diftriS within that tra^ to Be 
paid by the &iglifii into the gang's treafury. '. 

ip. Whenever I fendfor the affiOfanoe of the E^igUih 
trfx)ps, theMTpay andchairges iha^I he diiburied %f "%« 

II. Fn»p {iug)by^dowQwaf]di' (Win build do tiew fo^ts 
near tpe r^ver. 

I'z. As (oofi as I am efiabliflied Suhah of the three pro* 
vinces I Will ioEOiiedi^ttely perform the above-mentioned 
articles.'. 

Dated ^ 15th of the Moon Ramazan, in the 
'^ ' M^^ year of the prefent reig^« 

^* TbfC ncwilifbchfftvc to the fquadron and troops fifty^ 
lacks of lupees, tieddes the fums ftipulated by the treaty 
for o^r fervic^ , 

^^< <!>ife ^iie b an imndied lacks, and one Lu:k is abfxit 
ia,5ooL 

The vlce-^admiral did not long furvtve the fpr^govig 
v^ry bnlUant atchievqnent, dying on the i6tb of Septem- 
ber, at Cakoitt^, of a fever, contra^ed, as is generally 
^ieved^ in consequence of the fatigue he had undergone, 
lendered ^^^ more opprelSve by the unwfaolefonienefs of 
tbe climate. He was buried, as is cuflomary in hot 
i^ou^ies, on the folibwing day, hisoorps being attended to 
the grave by all t^e principal infaahitanteof the place, who 
appeared as if attempting to out-vie eadl> 9^er m the li ve- 
il^ 4^^^^^^^^^$^ ^ ibrmw, for the tofsqf a man wijio^ 
they adored, and revered as a deliverer and a parent. J^ 
the \2& token qf gi^UKJje they were capabk of pay^g 
hin^ an JiandiSaie .monument is ipud' to have been 
ese4ed t^re to has 2iiem<M-y. , C^ the a^d o{ fAasch 
lj6o^ his foawsoi cresitGl a haroi^t, as a proof of the 
high opinion entertained by the fovexeign hiinieif 
of the tatherjg t^ijjs :• and a vexj^ jfuper^ ^nonument was 
erea^ to his m^iory 'in'We^m^ftft^^^eif at 'l^.:fi% 
es^pencf of the £a& indtajCiQinpaDy^ 
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In the center of a range of palm-trees is pjac^d an 
elegant figure of the admiral receiving the addrefsof |i 
proltrate figure> reprefenting the Genius of Calcutt^t 
the place he relieved and retook from the Nabob i|i 
January 1757. On one fide is the figure, in chains, of 
Chandcrnagore, the other fortrefs taken by theadpiiral the 
March following. In front of the monument is the fot* 
lowing infcription. . 

To the memory of Charles Watsoh, 

Vice-admiral of the white, commander-in-chief 

Of his majefty's naval forces in the Eal^'Indics, 

Who died at Calcutta the i6th of Auguft 1757- 

The Eaft India company, ' 

As a grateful tedimony "of the fignal advantages vrhiph 

they obtained by his valour and condu£t, 

Caufed this monument to be ereded. 

WEST, Temple, — was, on the 13th of June 1738, 

promoted to be captain of the Deal Caflle frigate. He 

was at that time not more than twenty-four years old ; 

and his having attained that rank at fo early an age is 

certainly no (lender proof both of his diligent attention to 

the duties of his flation and his general ability in having^ 

fo foon acquired a competent and perfe£t knowledge ^ 

them. He continued captain of th^ Deal Caflle till the 

beginning of the year^ 1741- He was then appointed 

to the Sapphire, and in May was promoted to the 

Dartmouth, of fifty gnns, one of the (hips afterwar<|s 

employed, on the Mediterranean (tation, under Mr.. 

Haddock. He was fome time afterwards advanced to the 

Warwick, of fixty guns, which (hip he continued & 

command, on the fame ftation, till after the encounter 

with the French and Spanifh fleets off Toulon. The 

Warwick was the fecond (hip in the divifionof rear-adniiral 

Howley, who commanded the van of the Britifli line. That 

of the enemy, commanded by commodore Gabaretf 

attempted to weather the headmoft of the Briti(h line, and 

by tacking upon them inclofe them between two fires: but 

the captains Cooper, Weft, and Lloyd penetrated into this 

defign, and very properly counteracted the attempt^ 

for a confiderable time, with fuccefs. 

* yV^ find no other mention mad^ of him daring the time he com^ 
snande^ this flbip, except that, in the month q{ Febr^^ry, he convoyed 
the Lifroo trade from thence to England. 

D d 2 The 
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The prudence of this conduft was very apparent, Mr* 
-Rovdiey having himfelf been obliged to tack in order to 
icjoin the center as foonasMr. De Cabaret fucceeded 
in his manoeuvre. Neverthclefs, Mr. Weft, and the reft 
of his companions having aded entirely from their own 
opinion, without orders from Mr. Rowley, or the 
comooander^-in^hief, were all brought to a coiirt-mar- 
tiai and (entenced to be dlfmilfed the fervice. But though 
ftri^l dilcipline compelled this apparent (hare of dif- 
grace a^d punifliment, their condud was thought not only 
fo lilllc culpable, but even fo praifc- worthy, that they 
were ail very foon afterwards reftored with honour to 
the fervice. It is generally believed by moft perfons ac- 
quainted with the particular circumilances attending the 
foregoing a^^on, that Mr. Weft has been miftaken, by 
fomc hiftorians, for captain Hawke, whom they have 
erroneouily rq}orted to have been difmiiled for his condudh 
•in breaking the line during that memorable encounter, tho* 
afterwards reftored with the higheft honour in refpedt 
to his very great gallantry *. 

• In 1747 Mr. Weft commanded the Devon ftiire, of 66 
guas, under rear-admiral Wamen, and behaving with the 
greateft gallantry in the a;£lion with the Fxench fquadron 
under mondeur De Jonquiere, of courfe acquired to him- 
-fetf die greateft reputationt. In 1753, according to Mr. 
4fardy, but from other accounts, which we believe m this 
particular morecorre£l, in i755, he was promoted to be 
rear-admiral of the red, and appointed to command 
.one of the fmall fquadrons ftationed in the Bay of 
JKfi:ay« la the following year, having hoifted his 
flag on board the Buckii^ham, of &renty guns^ 
he was tent fecond in command of the tquadron 
ordered to the Mediterranean under the unfortunate Mr. 
iBycg. T*he difierest operations which took place during 
that unkappy expedition have been already related at full 
in the account of that g^tlcman : but Mr. Weft, though 
:coooc&cd in the fervioe, was not equally (o in the difgrace 

* Mr. Wc(t was tfbd ai Dtpifordoa the i^th of December 1745, 
and rcQored to iu« nak by oxdcr of couAcsJ, bcuiog d^te the i&iix of 
May Collotriag. 

f fie quitted the Ocvmifliire loon afterwards, 00 diat fiitp being 
pointed fv r&u-^uhoial Hawl;e*€ fla^; aod no other mention if 



made of Jujh tili tike IjoUowifigycar, wbcA he qimmandri as com. 
oodbrc at die Kot€» 

which 
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which attended it. His gallantry in the ikirmifii, for the 
encounter fcarcely dcferved the name of an action, was 
applauded both by the friends and enemies of the c<nn- 
rpander-in-chief ; and the higheft encomiums were be- 
ftowed on it by himfelf. Ailing in a fubordinate capacity,^ 
JVlr. Weft was not in any degree accountable for thofe afis 
of mifconduft which, fuppofing them proved in their 
fulleft extent, belonged only to the principal or chief-in^. 
command. He however underwent an arreft at the fame 
time with Mr. Byng, and was accordingly lent home pri- 
foner with him on board the Antelope ; but thdr recep- 
tion both from the fovereign and the people, was very 
widely different. That of Mr. Byng has been already no- 
ticed, Mr. Weft was on the other hand received by his coun- 
trymen as an hero, and by the fovereign as a favourite, m- 
fomuch that, on the 2©th of November 1756, he was not- 
only included in the newcommiffion publiihed on that day 
for executing the office of lord high admiral, but was im- 
mediately afterwards appointed to command in-chief 4 
fquadron deftined for a feciet expedition. 

He had, however, too much honour to fetve 
under men whom he very juftly confidered as enemies 
taking an undue advantage of his unfortunate principal or 
fuperior in command, and though he was conceived -to 
have been the moft material evidence againlt Mrl Byngi^ 
yet, Oft the very day fentence was paffed on him, notwith* 
fianding he had a^ually accepted the command, was at 
that time one of the commiffiohers of the admiralty^ amd 
had a£tually hoifted his flag on board the Magnanime, he 
declined proceeding on the fervice for the reafon^ Aated 
by him in the following very ferious though difpaffionate 
letter. 

" Magnanime, 27 Jan. 1757. 
'* Sir, ' 

" Without entering into the merit of admiral Byng's 
behaviour, or deciding at all upon it, one way or other, 
the fentence paffed this day upon him (the fublbnce-Of 
which I have feen) makes it impoffible for me to help de- 
clining the very honourable knd cfiftinguifhed command 
their lord (hips have been pkafed to appoint cdelot 1 
muft therefore befeech aricl Intreat them to confer it 
on fomc perfon more worthy, fince I caq oniybe anfwb'- 



422 LIVES AND CliAltACTiitS b* 

able for tey loyalty and fidelity to mjkin^, and rerolutioh 
of ^oing what appears to me for his lervice, which it feeins 
nn officer may not want, and yet be capitally convlfted 
for his mifconduft or inability of judging right. I 
am not fo prcfumptuous as to imagine tliat my adiioris 
can always be fo rightly governed, nor dm I altogether 
certain that the judgment of others is infallible ; and, ds 
in fome cafes, the confequehcfes may be fatal, I muft; 
therefore repeat again my mod fedrneft requeft, that their 
lordlhips will be pleafed to zppoitii fome other pexCoh to 
my command, and graiit me their lordlhips' permifflon 



to come to town." 



By the fame conveyance he feht the following letter 
to earl Temple : 

" Magrianitnc, Jan, 27, 1757. 
/' MylorcJ, . ^ 

, " However honourable, or however advantageous the 
ntuation I am placed in may be, yti 1 am detefmined 
and fully refo^ved to foi'ego any thing father than fetve 
og terms which fubjefl ah officer to the treatfn6f(t fhewn 
admiral Byng, whom the c6urt-mar<ia1 have convidted, 
not of cowardice, nor of treachery, but of mifcondiftj 
an offence never,, till now, thought cabital ; artd riow it 
feerri^ only made fo, becaiife rip alternative of p(friifhm^n'i 
was found in the article thev bring nim under. Strange 
reafoning— to atquii hinfi of the two points cowizrdice and 
MfajfeGhriy to which thai article can only have refpeft. — 
Since, though negligence is mentioned, yet can ft bfe only 
. intended to refer to one or other of thofe two crimes, 
negligence PKOCEEDiNG froni' difdffeSfiori or t (/war dice, 
I well remember this was jhe opinion of the hodfe of 
commons wheh the bill was before them, for which reafon 
no jtkemative was left in that article, , a^ 6'therwife 
there would have been, — Courts- rtiarfial I haVe always 
iipderflood to be courts of honour anrf confcifence ; an'd 
therefore why gentlemen fl]iould think th^ttiffeWes tied by 
the letter, to a£l agalnff tneif opinion; I kho^)i^ /lot ; but 
enough of that at prefeni. I ftiafl! only niate one obfer- 
Vation more in regard to that part 6^ their fentence, 
ifrherein he is faid not io.hen^e done his utmoft to jrelievt SK 
Pbilifs cafik^ without pointing out wAlch way It 6ouId 

havq 
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liare been relicYcd by Iniiiy which indbed tlief wooU hSik 
fonnd difficult enoogh to hare done* 

** As I have taken my firia and iSnal re{b|6tiort fb^nrfim 
the command, and kive written ver)- (Ifrcmgty on thait fitaa^ 
to the boards I mud intreat your lordlhip to facilitate it, 
and I am 

" Yours, &c.- 

When it was decidedly refolved to abandon the unfor- 
tunate admiral to the /eateiice which had been pai!ed on 
him, Mr. Wei!, at the isuiie time with admiral Forbes, 
reftgncd his ftation as conxmifHoner of the admiralty, but 
refumed it again on the 2d of July fdlowiii^J He^eM 
it, alas ! btit for a ihort fpace of time, i dying;«i t^^idi 
of At^uft followinii. It is reported by faaJt^ buitaQc 
^lieve not generally Icnown^ that the unhappy &te of lUBt. 
Eyng thre))v him. into, a fixt and (ettled melancholy, Ae 

Earox^fms of which became at laft fo violeijt as to cadlk 
is death. Certainly a more lanbentable fate^ or 6ne cod« 
veyin^ an higher pnoof of the bieneyolence of his feeling 
cannot be produced iii the remoteflL annals of hiftory. . 
, An elegant monumient was ereded to his metniwy is 
Weftminfter-abbey, by his lady, who funrived VvA\ iml 
we have the following (bort, anid we belkve very juft cbEsi* 
rader of him, drawn by fome author whofe n^me we 
regret as having been tmable to.di^over* 

In the earlier fart of his Kfe he dedicated his time to 
the naval fervice ofhis country, in which, by his c6iin^e 
and integrity, he was advanced,' at a very e^rly age, to ly^ 
vice-admiral of the v^hite. He was .f%ac|ous, ajSive, and 
it)duflrio^s: as a ieaman he was (kilful; a^an officer cool, 
intrepid* and refolote. His condu£t in the encounter with 
th^ French fleet ofT Mahon, where he coounanded in the 
fedond poA, was remarkably fpirited. His dilliiiguijSiod 
courage and animating example were admired by tbe 
whole Britiih fquadron, and confeiTed by Fringe. iHe 
was very juAly rewarded with the warmed appkufes of his 
countrymen, and approbation of his fovereign. Soon after 
his return he was appointed one of the lords Commiifionets 
of the admiralty, and adorned his ftation by a modefly 
which concealed from him his own merit, ahd a candour 
i(i^hlch difpoled him to reward that of 6thcr& T<> Jha 
■'i Dd4 fran)^ 
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fnink and generous fpirit o£ an officer he added the c^Ce 
and politenefs of a gentleman : and, with the moral and 
focial virtues of a good man, exercifed the duties of a 
Chriftian, He died in the yeari 757, aged 43. 



1739- 

^ rCLELAND, William,— ^was, from his earlieft youth, 
brought up to a navaLiife ; and after having attained the 
rank of . lieutenant in the public fervice, commanded a 
ihip in that of the South Sea company, as he afterwards 
iiid of another employed in the Turtey trade* On the 2d of 
OSober 1739, he was promoted to the command of the 
Seahorfe frigate, employed as a cruifer, an occupation in 
which he met with good fuccefs, havine captured fome 
valuable prizes. Having, for a reafon unknown to us, de^ 

alii|ed proceeding to the condemnation of twoSpanidi fhips 

!iiri)iph he had made prizes of, and an Englifh veflel, called 
the Richard and Elizabeth, which he had re-captured, 
fome of his officers, among whom his carpenter appears to 
have been the principal, inflituted a fuit againii bipi in 
the court of admiralty, for not having proceeded; a fuit 
whichabated not but with the death of tne perfon charged. 
At the end of the vear 1740 he was appointed captain of 
the Alliftancej a fourth rate of fifty guns, ordered to be 
equipped for the Weft Indies as one of the: fleet under fir 
Cnaloner Ogle, The Afliftance being, ho weye^,, ordered 
to remain at home on fome fervice not particularly ftated, 

<^ captain Cleland was removed into the Litchfield, a fliip 
of the fame force, which proceeded according^ to the 

^original deftination of the former. 

' •• At the fiege of Carthagena he diftinguiflicd himfclf on 

'sfl the difl^erent fervices he was appointed to execute. 
Thofe which are efpecially mentioned were, the pro- 
teftion of the fleet of tranfports from Jamaica to Cartha- 

' gena, which were put particularly under his care, and that of 
captain Douglas, in the Falmouth: the attack of the 
. Chaiiib 
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Chamba fort, from which the enemy were driven alraoft 
as foon as the (hip brought up her broaddde againil it ; 
and the fecond allault of the Barradera battery, on which 
occafion, having captain Broderick imder him, he com- 
manded the boats in chie{^ which landed the detachment of 
troops ahnoft under the guns. After the failure of the expe- 
dition he was ordered, with captain Mayne, as command- 
ing officer in the Worcefter, with the iStafFord and Prin- ' 
cefs Louifa, to cruife off Tiburoon till the 3bth, for the 
fecurity of the convoy; and after his return to Jamaica 
was himfelf promoted to the Worceiler. In this fliip he 
attended Mr* Vernon on his expedition againft Cuba« 
which terminated rather lefs fuccefsfuUy than the 
preceding one had done againd Carthagena. Few other 
particulars concerning him have come to our knowledge. 

He is faid by Mr. Hardy to have died in the Mediter- 
ranean on the 1 8th of May 1743, being at that time cap- 
tain of the Stirling Caftle, to wliich command he is fup- 
pofed to have been appointed a fhort time before his death. 
We knew him to have continued in the Worcefter till 
after the end of March 1743, but that (hip probably after 
having returned* to England might froni thence have pro- 
ceeded to the Mediterranean. 

On the 22d of January preceding, a motion was raad« 
in the court of admiralty, to attach him at the fuit of his 
officers, in confequence of his having negleded to appear 
to the original complaint preferred againft him three 
years before. Death however put an end to the conten- 
tion before any farther proceedings were had upon it. 

CUZACK, James,— Was, on the 13th of November 
1739, appointed captain of the Ludlow Caftlq, of forty 
guns. This veflel was, not long afterwards, ordered to 
the Weft Indies; and at the fiege of Carthagena, being 
fitted as bomb-ketch, effected fpecial fervlce' againft the 
caftle of BocaChica. We know nothing farther of him 
immediately fubfequent to the above expedition, except 
that he appears to have remained in the Weft Indies, 
where we find him, in 1742, to have commanded the 
JLitchfield, of fifty guns. It was refolved, in a council 
of war held at Jamaica in the month of June, to form a 
Settlement on the iflahd of Rattan ; the troops, engineers, 
j»nd other perfons, together with the ilores^ ammunition, 

and 
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and neeclTarics, were put on boanl fire trani^ioTts w^fci 
were to be convoyed to the place of iheir dedinaticKl hf 
the Litchfield, atCeniled by the Bonetta floop. 

Captain CuzacL was iaftntftcd to remain ai itie fettfe- 
meht for its better protcflion, tirtd difpatch^ the Bcmetta 
llobp to Jamaio, in thirty days, with an account of Us 
progrefs, or as foon after as fie mJ^e the tiiH arrange- 
mfnls. This little fleet did not fail fiom Jamaica till the 
i3th of Ang«fl, and arrived fafi in Port Rnyal hacbonr, 
on the tfland of Rattan, on ihc- 23d. Two forls were 
^mmedbtety conftniflcd, an! eteiy thing appeared to 
wear the mofl promifing ajp^ft : but in the month of 
December a mott alarming Lonfpiracy was diicovcrcJ 
among the American fetllers, which appeared lo forebode 
aothing lefs th»n thedeRruaion of the whole colony j but 
by timely and fpirlted exertions made by caplain Cozacic, 
the ringleaders were feized and properly punitlied, after 
wnieh affairs once more refnmcd ihcir former profperotis 
ap)vearan::c. He returned fome little lime afterwards 
io Jamaica, where he f^as, on the 19th of July 

{'7^3, iinfortuiciate enough to fall a vi3>m to difeafe (o 
re^ncntly deffruflive to European conllituttons, when 
tnii;ifplanted into that part oT the worlfl. 

We have heard of a naral officer of this itiate whofe 
, very fpiriied feehaviour and aftivity rendered hliii tHe 
icourge of the Spaiiilh guarda coflas, the name beiife re- 
membered with terror by that nation alint^ td the preftnt 
day : whether it was the above gentleman we have not feen 
able precisely to afcertain^ tbo^^ ^e Ihink it highly pro- 
bable, 

CRAWFORD, Jolin,— was, on the 3otK iit AvgaR 
ijig, appointed captain of the Sputh Sea Caflle, ot. as 
other accounts fay, of theDeptfbrd. ite was food after- 
wardsorderedto America, and died at Virginia fomfctittie 
in the coorfe of the year 1740, bein^ then, to i certi^ht^, 
captain of the South Sea Caille. 

fciDD, Dandy.— In (he earlypart of this gentleman's 
fcrvice he was, being at the fame time lieutenant in tho 
navy, chief mate of the Great and Anmial South (hip, a 
liatioh in which he very^ eminently acquitted himfelf, bath 
as a feaman and an officer. He was, in 1 739, commander 
of the Trial floop; and was, Dec, 26, promoted to be 
captain 
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captidn of the Wager (torefliip, o veflfe! whickwas imneii- 
ately ordered to be get ready tor fcx in order to jvxa t!^ 
ftffudrony to be comminded bj %fr. Afifeo on Itis w^Il^ 
known expedition againlt the Splnilh South AiTvfrKrxft 
fettlements. When they arrived at Madein, cirtiim 
Norris, of the Gioucefter, applied, as ne hire ali»K)? 
related, for leave to retimi to England, on «ccoiint of i& 
beakh. Mr. Mitcheil, who had previouOr cocninaxMM 
the Pearly of fortj guns, was advanced to fuccecd hitn ; 
and captain Kidd was pro m oted to the ftarL He did 
not long enjoT this coounand, dying at fea on t^e ;rll of 
January 1 741, the fquadron being at that tune or *:$ p^ 
hgt from the ifland of St. Catherine's to poet Si. Julian, 
bd the coaft of P^tigonia. 

LAWRENCE, Peter, — was, on the i6A of July 
1 739, appointed commander of the Augufta, of fixtr guns» 
otie of the (hips then on the Mediterranean (lation under 
Mr. Haddock. We find hifn foon after his app. -.ntment 
one of the captain$ preient at the capture of the \'aluab]e 
Spamfh (hip, the St. Jofq>h, an event which we ha^^e be- 
fore erroneoufly Rated as havine tak^n place in the month 
of September 1 742. This miltake w^-as owing to an error 
in fome of the official documents relative to the condem- 
nation of the prize ; and we are happy in this opportu- 
nity of redifyiiig it, by referring that ciratmllance to its 
propef date, an. i'}j9» In 1740 he ferved in the main 
or Channel fleet under fir John Norris ; and after his retuin 
intd port was removed intd the Jerfcy, a (hip of the fame 
rate and foixre, which, together with that he before com- 
manded, formed a part of the reinforcement fent to Mr. 
Vet-non, in the Weft Indies, under fir Chaloner Ogle. 

"He was prefent at the fiege of Carthc^na, but is not 
(>lrtiajlarly mentioned as having been ordered on any 
fnemorable fervice. After the failure of the expeditim 
he feiriain^d in the Weft Indies, and was taken by fir C. 
O^e to be his captain. He returned to Europe with him, 
in the Cumberland, about the month of June 1 746 ; and 
we have no reafon to believe held any command fub- 
fequent to that time. In the y6ar 1755 he retired firoin 
the fertice, h^ing been then pot On the fuperannuated 
lift ^'ith the tznk afid half |»ay of a itar^admiraU On 
tid^ hdliQ|irable kind of penfion he retired to Ireland, 

which 
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which probably was his native countrj, and died there om 
the 17th of November 1758. 

LLOYD, James, — was, on the 30th of Awguft 1739, 
appointed captain of the Wiiichefter. In this (hip we 
believe him to have continued till the year 1742, but do 
not find any particular mention made of the fervices or 
ffationson which he was employed, except that, in 1741, 
. he was on the coaft of Virginia. In the beginning of the 
year 1742 the Winchcfter was ordered to the Mediterra- 
nean with Mr. Leftock, and we believe captain Lloyd to 
have gone out in that ihip. In the month of Fe- 
hruary 1243-4, he commanded the Naflau, of feventy 
guns. This (hip was the third of rear-admiral Rowley's 



divifion in the encounter with the French and Spani(k 
fleets off Toulon. Captain Lloyd having purfued the fame 
line of condud with the captains Weft and Cooper, and 
fupported them in their fuccefsful attempt to prevent the 
French van from tacking and doubling on that of the 
Briti(h fleet, the fame kind of charge which they bad 
encountered was of courfe preferred asainft him ; it met 
with precifely the fame treatment. He continued in the 
Mediterranean for a con(iderable time after the a6liony 
noaccufation being preferred againft him till two years or 
more after it took place. The court-martial convened for 
his trial afTembled at Deptford on the 13th of November 
1746, thd day immediately following that on which captain 
Cooper had been fentenced to diimi(fion, as an officer 
implicated in the fame kind of charge. He was reftored, 
together with that gentlenoan, to his rank, without having 
undergone the fmalTeft impeachment of his honour and con- 
6u& as a naval commander, by an order of council, bear- 
ing date November the 4th, 1747. 

On the 9th of December following he retired from the 
fervice on the appointment of 2nd captain in Greenwich- 
hofpital; and became (irft on that eftabli(hment at the 
promotion of captain Danfays to be lieutenant-governor. 
On the deceafe of that gentleman, in 1754, he alfo fuc- 
ceeded him in that ftation, which he retained till his 
death, on the 8th of February 1761. 

LUSHINGTON, Franklin— This excellent officer 
and truly worthy man wa6> on the 24th of June 1739, 

,4 promoted 
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promoted to be captain of the Solebay frigate, a irefle^pc 
find €mp\oj6A iaimcdiately afterwards on the Oibraltar or 
Mediterranean (lations. He was oae of the oSctis 
concerned in* the capttire of the well known prize, 
die St. Joftph. In 1740 he was captain of the Rvc, x 
twenty-gun (hip, etnployed, during the early part of the 
enfotng year, on the LiflxMi ftation. No other mention 
is made of him tiH 17419 when Ivr 6iid htm commander of 
the Burfsrd, and prefent at the attack of La Guira, in 1 743. 
This (hip was one of thofe which principally fiiflS^red 00 
that occafioo; and captain Eufliington himfelf havii^ 
loft his thigh, by a chain-(hot, died of thatdifafter at Cu- 
ra^oa, in two hours after he was landed, on the 23d of 

February 174^3- 

Thf fate of this unfortunate young gentleinui was 
lamented in tf)e iincereft maimer by all who had ever the 
happinefs of J^nowing the manifold virtues he poffefled. 
At a court* martial h^d fubfequent to die above unhappy 
event, an officer, who has fince that time attained me 
higheft rank in the* navy, and who has been always re- 
marked as a man pofleffing the ftrongeft ner\*es, nervct 
not in any degree liable to be agitated by thofe pafiions 
of fear, grief, or anxiety, which not unfrequently diftrad the 
minds even of the braveft men, is reported to ha\'e been fo 
much aflfeSed as to be unable to deliver his teftimony vnth^ 
out frequent interruptions of grief becaufe fome particular 
queftions were put to him, in which the untimely fate of this 
brave and truly worthy man was unavoidably mentioned* 
A pofthumous tear, even when Oicd by the warmeft friend, 
is probably the molt fincere eulogium on departed virtuel 
Such a charaSer needs not any energy of language to pro- 
claim its worth. 

MOSTYN, Savage,— was the fifth fon of 6r Roger 
Moftyn, hart.* paymafter of the marine forces, temp. 

Annx 



* This family of Mofion, in Flintfliire, (which is die trae namet 
though in compliance with the pronunciation of the country, isufually 
written Moflyn) it deiccnded from Tudor Trevor, lord of Bromfielo, 
Chirk, Maelor, Whittington, and Ofwaldftree. He was alfo earl of 
Hereford, in right of his mother, Rheingar, grand-daqghter and heir 
•f Caradoc Vaichfras, earl of Horeford, who was flaia by the SaiUHfs 

A.D. 
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Anna? reg. and one of the tellers of the exchequer in th^ 
feign of king George the Firft, by Eifex^his lady, eld^ft 
daughter of Daniel, earl of Nottingham. Having nnadc? 
choice of a naval life, l^e was, after parting through the 
leveral fubordinate (lations, promoted, op the 17th of 
November 1739, to be capt^fp of the Seaford frigate. He 
did not long remain in thi^ cpmmand, being, at the con- 
clufion of the enfuing yesy*, pjqixipt^d to thp Peptford, pf 
fifty guns, onfe of tbe ftips ord^r^d for the \V^eft Ipdies 
^mder fir Chaloner 0^^* T^o p^];ticulair mention is made 
pf Kim durinj; th(? at^clp of C^rt|i2^e|[ia, nor indeed have 
We any fublequef^t ^nte])i2^i)C^ cqpceynipg hi^i^ tjll tb^ 
yjar 1744, wtien w^ findliiip <;apitaiii of the Hamptpn 
Court, a third rate of feventy guns. Jn the n^pnth of 
January 1745, a ve^ dif^gi;^^able; affaif occurred vybich 
$id confidera^le injury tp \hp ch^ra£ler of Rf r» Moftyn, 
particularly in the minds pf the popylacq. Thi^ circum- 
ilance has been unavoidably related already in tl^p ;^ccpun|: 
of Mr. Griffip*, i^ b^ing Riatf^rially con^^^^d with th<? 

' memoirs of that geptleman* Ip juft^^> lipweyer, to 
|blr. MoAyn, we mu{^ beg to (late, that his cpnc^ud, on 
flying inveftigat^d before 2^ court-ipartial, was perfeftiy 
approved of, and \i^ was co^fcqu^ntly reftored to the fer- 
vice with credit. 

This decifion, grateful and honoui:able as it might be 
^o himfelf, was not fufEcient to calfn the prejudices 
Entertained by the lower clafs of people, or avert thtofe in- 
fults to which the'braveft and belt of men have fometimes 
been moft unwarrantably expo(<pd. Ar> alarming cir- 
cumflance of this kind, proving how ftrangely, though at 
^e faml*tim? improperly, this di^^isfaSion had taken 
root in their minds, occurred at Portfmouth in the month 
of November 1745, and is thus related in a little MS. 

, memorandum made of it by a perfon whom we beliey^ 
to have been at that town when the fracas happened. 

" A few days before the Hampton Court failed on a 
' cniife, as captain Moftyn her commander ^yas going on 

Board, he vvas faluted by fomp doc^-me^i with a' cant 

* * ' • • . . . 

«»—^— — » ' ■———^—^.^^—^1— II II I I !■ ■ I 

• * . I . i . 

A. D. 788. (or, accprding to fom? account^, 796.) to revenge the 
death of 0&9 their kin^, billed in the $att]e of ^uddlax), two years 

• See page 225, ct fc<|. 

phrafe 



(ihnfe they have had atnorgft thei,Ti ever fince his trial, 
viz. ** All's we]|, ttfcie is no Frenchinan in the way." 
Upon which h^ attempted to boajrd one of ihe dock-boats, 
but beii^ furrovinded by the refi he was glad to fljeer oiS". 
He then cfflnp! ai ncd tp the comtnillioncr of ihp dock y ard of 
the in(uli, and infifled on one oif the ringkaders being ^1(7 
charged i but ihe commiflio^er oiily reprimanded Mnt, 
and delired diem never to ia(ii|t him more, Yf^ not- 
withflanding ihi;, as the Blip vyas, u|idef' fail ycftcni^y, 
ihej' lined the }etiy head, and, iii a bocfy, repeated ihetc 
fonner r^ut^ion, which pa0ed ftooi them to ({ie ^^1 of 
»rar's men (Ijat lay nearefl tfe Qit^e, ' at^i fo from one ta 
anodia' till ^ f^wnptoa Ctmn was ^viitc clear of tlKn| 

fKtprieff of liis cotidm^ on the occalion jiAre!a|ed, d>a( 
of £K|rTiiniilraiir>n, appears to have been emirely 19^1; 
favour, (or in fhc month of February 174^, h^ vjm3p- 
MUKejcommodorcofa fniall fi:]u»bon f«jt to c^i^ ^^ 
Itie'fe^of" Bifciy. But this command d(jes w^ ^caff 
^' have been diftinguiflicd by any oc^rret"^ ^voOiMf 
reraird <>r commemoration, nor have we ij^en aHc to coC 
!eS other particulars relative to any tranfa^iops, (if 
which he wascoiicerned, in the line of a naval conunatide^. 
In 174.7 he was clciied reprefcniaiive in parliament fof 
Weobly. Ob March 22, 174S-9, be was advanced to ix 
cotnplroller of the navy, an office which, while fomc iaCiljf 
he was, on account of his particular and fupeiicH: abilities, 
moft peculiarly adapted, there are others, who wjt^ 
equal llrenuoufncfs affcrt him to have been totally un- 
qualified, ' Between opinions fo violent and coniradidlory, 
it is difficult 10 decide with certainty and candour i apd t( 
is in al! probability faireft to fuppoft, that both his failings 
and his good tjualitleshavc been exaggerated by perlons of 
different opinions. Many men ere now have been praifc^ 
into ^n ill charade r, who. would otherwifc have been 
{bought worthy neither of obloquy nor diOlke. 

Notwithllanding he had, according to the genml 
idea of the rules and regulations of the fervice, parti cutarfy 
at the time of which we are now fpea^ing, quitted thp 
line of active feryice; having refigned the o£c« 
of comptroller, he was in his regular turn promot- 
ed, on the 4th of February 1755, to be leai-admirat 
i of 
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of the blue*, as he was, in 1757, to be vice-admiral of the 
fame divifion. He did not long furvive his laft pro- 
motion, dying on th^ i6th of September in the year laft- 
snentioned. 

OATES, Chriftopher, — was, on the loth of Aiiguft 




ipl^ 

being then on his paflage to England, on the 15th of Fe- 
bruary 1 740- 1. 

RYCAUT, James, — was, on the lothof Aug. 1739* 
appointed captain of the Kent. He continued in this 
(nip t but a very fliort time, and we are ignorant as to 
the command he held till the conclufibn of the enfuing 
year, when he was appointed to the Grafton, which, as 
well as the former, was a third rate of feventy guns. It 
was one of the (hips put intp commiifion, and intended to 
have^ been of the fquadron fent with fir Chaloner Ogle 
to reinforce Mr, Vernon ; but, from fome reafon or other 
to us unknown, did not j)roceed on that fervice, as at iirft 
intended. However when fir Chaloner himfelf failed, it 
quickly followed him, but did not reach the Weft Indies 
time enough to aflift at the attack of Carthagena. This 
Ihip was one of the fquadron taken by Mr. Vernon to 
Cuba, after the failure of the former entcrprize, and con- 
tinued in the fame part of the world for a confiderable 
time afterwards, but was not ordered on any fervice re- 
quiring particular mention. We have no account of his 
having had any fubfequent appointment. In 1754 he was 
appointed one of the captains of Greenwich- hofpital, a 
ftation in which he continued during life. He died on 
the 5th of June 1758. 

* He was for a fiiort time port admiral at Portfmouth, and in the 
Ijpring accompanied Mr. Bofcawen to America as bis fecond in com- 
mand, having his flag on board the Monarch. In the month of Ja- 
nuary be failed again with him in the fame flation, as convoy to the 
outward-bound fleet to a fafe latitude ; and in the modth of Novem- 
ber 1756, commanded the fquadron flationed off'firef} 

f We rather apprehend be never did command the Kentj hui was 
appointed to the Grafton in the fir ft inflance : but fome accounts 
make him to have taken poft in the Panther. 

SMITff, 
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SMITH, Edward, «— was, on the i6th of November 
1739, promoted to be captain of the Eltham. He wH 
ordered, in 1741, to Rio Janeiro, and from thence to the 
Weft Indies^ He behaved there with the created gal- 
lantry, particularly in company with captain otewart, w^ 
believe of the Succefs frigate, they having attacked thret 
Spanifh (hips of war, the fmalleft of which was of greater 
force than the Elrham, and compelled them, after a lon# 
a£iion which continued till night, to retire into Porto 
Rico in a very (battered condition. The Eltham wa/( 
loon afterwards ordered to join the f(^uadron detached 
under Mr. Knowles, to attack La Guira, and captaitt 
Smith had here a freih opportunity of acquiring honout^, 
the Eltham, being one of the (hips particularly diftin* 
giiifhed on the above unfortunate occafion* was alfo among 
thofe moft di fabled. Nearly feventy of her people "were 
either killed or wounded, a number exceeding that of anf 
Ihip in the fquadron, in proportion to her fixe and the 
ftrength of her crew. The c^allantry of captain Smith 
was very defervedly rewarded oy a promotion to the Bur-^ 
ford, as fucceflbr to Captain Luihington, who, as we have 
already (hewn, fell in the above uphappy encounter* Ht 
did not long furvive this advancement, dying on the l8|th 
of April, at Antic;ua. Other accounts ftate him to have! 
contmued in the Eltham till his death, even the date of 
which according to them, we do not believe to be per- 
fe^ily corred, for we find Mr. Knowles, with his refitted 
fquadron, to have failed from Cura^oa on the fifleenttl 
of March. He reached the keys of jBa^'barat, neaa 
Porto Cavallo, on the fifteenth of April, and was unre«« 
mittedly occupied in the attempt a^inil that place, tilt 
the twenty* eighth. Both the Burford and Eltham are 
partiailarly (lated to have been prefent, fo that if captaii% 
Smith adually died at the time flated, he muft have ob* 
tained leave of abfence from his (hip, which it is not irn^ 
probable might be the cafe, on account of ill health. 

STRANGE, Edward,— ^was, on the 04^ of February 
1739, appointed captain of the Chatham,' a fourth rata 
of fifty guns. He continued in the fauGie command, far- 
two or three years, and about 1742 we believe him to 
have failed for the Mediterranean, where he foon after- 
wards removed into the Nonfuch, a (hip^ of the fame rate 
and force. He was prefent at the encounter with the 

Vpi. IV. E e French 
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French and Spanifli fleets off Toulon, but, with 5 other 50 
gun-fhips, which compofed a part of the Britifh armamenf, 
were {lationed to windward of the line as a refcrve, and 
confequently were none of them engaged, the Chatham 
excepted. In 1745 he commanded a (mail flying fqua- 
dron of light fhips, ordered to cruife ofF the coaft of Spain, 
en employment in which he met with fome fuccefs. We 
have no fubfequent information of his fervices, nor indeed 
have we been able tocolleft any other particulars concern* 
ing him, except that, in the year 1755, he was put on xht 
filperannuatcd lift with the rank and half-pay of a rear- 
fidniiral. H^ did not long furvive Vh retirement, dying oA 
jthc 24th of December in the enfuirifi; year. 

TQWNSHEND, Honourable George*,— was the 



♦ The patriarch of this noble family (which is undoubtedly of 
great antiquity in the county of Norfolk) was Lodovic, a noble Nor* 
ihan, who coming, in^o England in Henry the Firft's reign, alTumed 
the furname of Townfhcnd, and took to wife Elizabeth, the daughter 
and heir of fir Thomas de Havile, in whofe rij^ht he becam? poiTeiTej 
of the tnanor of Havile, in Rainham, where his poOcrity have ever 
fioce cotttinuecl to have their principal refidence. The family of 
Havile, or de Hautville, (de Aha Villa, as it is called in old deeds) 
was of Norman extra£lion, as their name fufiiciently evidences; anti 
fettling in Norfolk, became poffefled of a very confidcrable inherit- 
ance, which thus came by marriage to the family of Townlhend* 
This Lodovic de Townftend, lord of Raineham in right of his wife, 
had by her Walter de Townfhcnd his fucceflbr, who took to wife 
Maud, daughter of fir Walter de Stogan, knighr, a family of good 
account in Norfolk, and had ilTue Roger de Townfhcnd, who, by h\i 
•Vife Catharine, daughter of John Atherton, of the county of Suflcx, 
efq. was father to fir Thomas de Townfhend, knight, and to Catharine, 
the wife of Charles Backney, of Sper^am, in Norfolk, efq. The faid 
fir';T|Tomas married Eleanor, daughter of William Paine, of the 
county of Noifolk, efq. and departing this life, was interred in the 
caft part of the church of the White friers, or our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, near Fleet-ftreet. 

His (on and heir, 'fir Roger Townfiiend, knight, was wedded to 
Eleanor, daughter of fir Thomas Gigges, of Rollefty, in com. Norf.' 
and had iflfue John, his fon and heir, who, by his laO will, dated at 
Haynham, St, N^ary, AfiP- "^^^5% orders his body to be J)uried in the 
parilh church of R"aynham, in the middle of the body of the chjurch, 
before the image of the Crucifix of our Lord ; which wSis accordingly 
<|one>^ and the following memorial of him raifed. 

Orate pro Anima Johannis Townfhend, ijlii 

Rogeri & Eiinore, qui obiit nil die 0£lobrts, 

Ann. Dom. M.CCCC.I.XV. 

^Weft 
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ddcft fon of Charles, 2nd lord vifc. Townfend, by his 2nd 
lady Dorothy, daughter of Robert Walpole, of Houghton, 
in the county of Norfolk, efq. and lifter to fir Robert 
Walpole, knight of the garter, better known by his fub- 
fequcnt title of earl of Orford. Mr. Townftiend having 
made choice of a naval life, was, on the 30th of Ja- 
nuary 1739, appointed captain of the Tartar pink. 
He continued in this veflTel till the year 1741 ; foon after 
which we believe him to have been promoted to command 
tb& Bedford, of feventy guns, which we find one of the 
fquadron fent out, under commodore Leftock, to rein- 
force Mr. Haddock in the Mediterranean. He conti- 
nued on this ftation till the year 1746. Though in that 
interval nothing very highly memorable is recorded of 
him, yet feveral fmall occurrences prefent themfelves to 
us in which Mr. Townfhend certainly acquired the higheft 
honour. He was prefent at the encounter with the 
French and Spanifh fleets off Toulon, an occafion on 
which he behaved with the greateft fpirit and gallantry ; 
his conduft was Accordingly particularly noticed by Mr. 
Mathews. In the month of Oftober 1745, he was de- 
tached by admiral Rowley with a fmall divifion, of which 
he was fenior or commanding officer, to bombard Baftia, 
in the ifland of Corfica, then under the dominion of the 
Genoefe. Captain Townftiend conduced this fervice with 
fo much adroitnefs, fpirit, and general good conduft, that 
the governor was obliged to abandon the garrifon, which 
was immediately afterwards furrendered to the natives. 
Having returned to England in the courfe of the following 
year, he was, as it is faid, appointed, in 1747, to com- 
mand a fquadron ordered for the Weft Indies; but of this 
event there is little or no hiftorical trace, notwithltand- 
ing Collins, in his account of him, ftates, as a collateral 
circumftance, that, in 1747, he captured a large fleet of 
French merchan^-lhips. 

We rather believe the heraldic author, who is, generally 
fpeaking, very correft, to have confounded this gentleman 
with admiral Ifaac Townftiend, Vv^ho, about a year or two 
preceding this time, met with a ftroke of good fortune 
much-reiembling what is allotted to this gentleman. We 
know nothing farther of him till the year 1755, when he 
was advanced, on the 4th of February, to be rear-admiral 

E e 2 of 



43^ LtVSS AND CHARACTERS^ &e. 

of the white, and appointed commander-in-chief on the 
Jamaica ftation, but nave no fubfequent account of him 
except what relates to his fcveral promotions, which were 
to the rank of vice-admiral of the white in 1758, vice- 
admiral of the red in 1759, and admiral of the bhie in 
1 765. Collins has erroneoiifly ftated him to have died in 
the year 1762, being then fifty-four years old. This is 
certainly a niiftake, but probably merely typographical, 
his father not having married the lady Dorothy, his mo- 
ther, till the month of July 1713. The ftatement of his? 
age is moft probably exaa, but that of his death is more 
corredly ftated by Ilardy, to have happened in the month 
of Aucjuft 1769. 

WtNNEL, or WINNEL, John,— was, on the T4th 
of June 1739, appointed captain of the Afliftance. So 
immaterial were nis appointments, that no other mention 
is made of him except that, in 17551 ^^ ^^ P"^ ^^ ^^^ 
fuperannuated lift with the rank and half-pay of a rear- 
admiral. The time of his death is not brecifely known, 
lait is faid to have happened in the montn of June 1759. 
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